
 

Transcribed by Tech-Synergy 

The Offering 
 

Sermon Title: The Offering 
Sermon Number: 3004 

Speaker: Nathaniel 
 

Link to sermon audio - http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/3004.mp3 

Link to sermon video - http://theark.s3.amazonaws.com/vid/3004.mp4 

 

 

BrothersofTheWord.com 
 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/3004.mp3
http://theark.s3.amazonaws.com/vid/3004.mp4
http://www.brothersoftheword.com/


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/3004.mp3 

 

Nathaniel: And as we prepare now for our times and our offer moving to the 

house of God, we had a board meeting at the Ark of Salvation 

upon last week eventually called by C. Elijah.  And he called me 

and he said, “We need to have a meeting because the Ark is 

running tight on money,” and my mother said from the board, 

Gerald, Mr. Cadden(ph), my brothers, and I told my mother that 

we needed to meet because our budget was crunched.  And 

mother said -- she said, “Do you know what everyone gives at 

the Ark?” I said no, “I don’t for that.” I make it a point not to 

check because I don’t want to particularly look at it and know 

what they’ve given.  And mother said, “You need to know what 

folks give.”  And there’s a part of wisdom that no matter how 

much you think, you know, sometimes you didn’t even listen 

what your mama say.  And mother said, “You need to get the list 

and you need to look at, and you need to know what people 

give.” 

 

 So, I asked C. Elijah.  I said, “Bring the giving list to the 

meeting so that I can look over it.  And we have been very good 

stewards of money here at the Ark of Salvation and for anyone 

who wants to look at the budget and who wants to know where 

every dime goes, you’re free to look at it, but you better be a top.  

You ain’t going to see it and you may put the $50 within all year.  

So, as long as you were in covenant, you have a right to know 

where your money goes.  If you are not at top don’t be mess, but 

if you are C. Elijah, anyone who was at top and they want to see 

where every dime of the money of this organization comes 

because that’s one thing I’ve learned.  Folks will take up all your 

times, spend all the times, and they haven’t done a thing.  They 

won’t do anything.  They’re sitting, they want to know what it 

and you look at the giving records, they’re putting 25 out of all 

year long.  So, if you are in covenant with this ministry and you 

want to know what anything believes, just ask and all the 

records will be absolutely open to, but you’re going to be in 

covenant before you waste the time with. 

 

 And as I look at the list, see the bible says that Jesus sat 

opposite the treasury in the church because the bible says 

“where your treasury is, there where your heart be also.”  And as 

I went down that giving list, I saw some things.  There were 

some things that I saw that amazed me on both ends.  I saw 

some people who I knew was struggling, who I knew didn’t have 

a spare dime, who I knew needed money.  And I look at that 

giving record and I said, “My goodness,” and I saw how they, in 
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the midst of all the struggling, all of the stuff they were going, I 

saw in the midst that how thing he’d still given it.  It may not 

have been a huge amount but that’s what when Jesus said, 

when he sat opposite of the treasury, he said there was a widow 

who put in two mites or two copper coins and he said this lady 

has given more than all of the rich people because this lady has 

given out of her need and I saw the widow on that list.  And then 

I saw some folk who I knew had plenty of money.  And I looked 

at the list.  I said I don’t believe this.  That’s why mama said, 

“Boy, you need to look at that list and you need to know what 

people have given.”  She said, “You need to know.”  And I looked 

at that list and I said, “I don’t believe that this is all the money 

they put into church.” 

 

 And what I saw on the list, there was approximately 10% to 15% 

of the members who were on that list who are top; 85% are not 

and I saw -- that’s why the bible says wherever is your treasure 

is -- you know, almost anything if you follow the money prayer, 

you pretty much fine with the real truth, all you got to do is just 

follow the money.  If you follow the money -- and I saw some 

folks and that’s why -- that’s why I’m not -- you know, especially 

being in ministry, especially being on association, I’ve been 

among a lot of pastor, I don’t listen too much to a lot of what 

folks say because I hear a lot of stuff when I get behind the 

scene.  I know this stuff is not a bit like what folks are talking 

about. 

 

00:05:10 

 

 You need to get your testimony in line with your giving record, 

be just perfectly honest, but some folks -- some people are doing 

just absolutely amazing and say you already know who you are.  

I don’t have to stand for anybody.  I told my mother, I said, 

“Mother, I would like you to just take the top 25 giving list, take 

them out to dinner or something.”  She said, “But that will make 

the other folks to obey, you have to obey.”   

 

 If you have not done what God has told you and commanded 

you, do you ought to feel bad?  Don’t you think the folks will 

burn to hell while we’re feeling mad?  You ought to feel mad.  So, 

there’s a part of this thing and I see why ministers have to -- 

and see people I always talk about you know money, money, 

money.  They have to talk about it so hard or folks won’t do 

right.  See, if people would do right, none of us would have -- and 
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I just look at it and I said if we were just -- instead of 10% or 

15% time, in just a turn the folk would.  It would change the 

whole finances of the church in just one out of three, and even in 

ministries where the minister preach one out of every four 

messages for every month, they just preach a hard, strong, 

powerful message on time that even in ministries where they 

bam it and beat it, and preach it, even if only 40% of the people 

would top.  The majority of it, no matter how much you handle 

the word, how much you bring the word and how much you 

preach, 60% of the folks will not do it almost on the any 

circumstances. 

 

 And James said as he looked over the list and he said, “Wow!”  

He said, “This person here who I know they’re going through 

some stuff that I’ve been working with.” He said, “They told me, 

they would tithe.”  And I’m looking at them.  He said, anyway, 

(00:07:02) they are lied to me.”  And that’s why the bible says 

even the curse does not causeless come.  And I’ve heard so many 

ministers say that they’ve never had to ever pull a tab out of a 

miss.  And when I used to have ministers talk about and able to 

describe members of a good tithing member.  I said to myself 

they don’t have to describe them like that.  All they’re talking 

about is describing about just the base on the thing and that 

ain’t right.  Yes, it ain’t right, too, that’s why you have to get 

into some situation and understand because everyone on those 

numbers that I can look at and they were tithing.  They were 

first of all good members, good side of people, and their record 

matched their rhetoric.  Some folks are talking, but if you look 

at that list and you said they don’t believe -- have you ever had 

Jesus in silver and gold, you just lie to your teeth. 

 

 And won’t give up 10% of your silver and gold, you’re just lying.  

I’m just -- you all know me.  I’m just cold stuff, great.  You’re just 

lying through your teeth and you all not say the stuff if you don’t 

mean it.  So, we have some getting(ph) in order to do with our 

giving and I tell you right now it helps the church, but he has to 

be perfectly honest about it.  The church is going to make it 

whether you do right or not because if you don’t do right, God, 

he’s always got somebody.  He will put in your place who will do 

right.  If you don’t do right, unless you got in the place in any 

position.  So, people, we need to get a covenant with our giving.  

And I know some of you would say “I don’t believe in tithe” and 

some of you will say, “I don’t know whether a tithe was a net or 

a gross.”  You ain’t got nothing neat much less than net. 
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 So, just half of the net and if there -- in the bible it’s not clear 

whether you tithe off for the net or whether you tithe off for the 

gross.  And personally, I tithe off the gross, but whether you 

tithe off the gross and tithe off for the net that’s not the real big 

issue.  Most of the people are not tithing off, I don’t want to -- so 

that’s just a pluffy excuse.  You’re not tithing off, I don’t want 

them.  So, get it tithe off the net, but we need to get into 

covenant, and it’s not any of the excuses that I’ve heard people 

use that you can use other than the fact that I’m just not going 

to do it.  I’m just -- I see it from level to level to level.  I saw 

people who I knew struggling when doing it.  I saw people who I 

knew have plenty of money weren’t doing it.  Because it has 

nothing to do really with how -- it has to do with the spirit that’s 

what inside of you.  You need to get in covenant with your 

money and then you can hold not responsible for your finances, 

 

00:10:03 

 

 but you can’t hold them responsible and you won’t do what it 

tells you to do.  We need to get in some order within this church 

with our giving.  And we are getting ready to go to a new year 

and I’d be honest.  You can’t even catch it up now.  Some of you 

are so far behind.  You can’t even catch up in the end of the year 

because you have not been giving.  And you’d never know, you’d 

never know. 

 

 Ms. Gree(ph) I just want to thank you when I looked at your 

record.  I knew you were struggling and I looked at your record 

and your record looked real good.  And do you know my mother 

asked me about you?  She said, “How much Ms. Gree(ph) give?”  

And I told her, and she said, “Woah!” You’d never know.  I knew 

you have a lot people that you have to take care and nobody got 

anymore excuse than you do by not giving.  Nobody but you did.  

And Jesus sat by that treasury and see what people gave 

because he knew where their treasure was, was where their 

heart was.  People you have record to be honest -- and some of 

you are doing -- and you know who you are.  Some of these 

messages are not for you because you already know you’re doing 

what you are supposed.  It’s not for you.  But 85% of the people 

that hear me right now, I’m talking to you.  You are not doing 

what God has commanded you to do in the area of your money.  

And when stuff go wrong, you can figure out why. 

 



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/3004.mp3 

 

 There’s a part that giving does -- not just in the spiritual, but it 

does something within your soul that just keep you from being 

so selfish and greedy.  Because I tell you this.  Ladies, if you’re 

looking for a good man, get you a tithe in there because any man 

that will cheat God will cheat you.  And that’s kind of pretty 

accurate.  That thing is pretty accurate I’m talking about -- I’m 

talking to you now from worldly experience, now, I’m telling you 

some I got in the bible.  Any man that will cheat God will cheat 

you.  That thing is accurate even in business.  Any man that will 

cheat God of each (00:12:18) contract won’t protect you.  They’re 

going to figure out a way, some kind of way to cheat and you 

can’t trust because if God can’t trust them, you better can’t 

trust. 

 

 So, even when you’re looking for a mate, you need to get -- 

choose someone that knows -- who understands covenant, 

making covenant with God.  And Jesus said, “Look, if I can’t 

trust you with on a righteous man, how can you be trusted with 

riches of heaven.”  If God can’t trust you with just -- where you 

can give back 10% of your money, how can He trust you with 

untold riches?   

 

 So, when I looked over that list, I saw best and worst.  I saw 

some people that -- and I could see why God -- some of the things 

make God’s heart glad.  As I looked over and when I saw 

families in covenant and I looked on Garden of Eden.  Some of 

these are just shame and they just are shame.  And I saw people 

who I knew -- I knew that there was a sacrifice for but still they 

did it.  God blesses, which is just plain and as simple as this.  So, 

as we get rid of this -- as this year winds down.  But it has 

nothing to do with the year winding down.  This has to be the 

way you live your life.  This has nothing to do with you making a 

new resolution for a new year.  This is something that ought to 

have something to do with the way that you live your life. 

 

 I remember when I start tithe and Rev. William Holmes Borders 

of Wheat Street Baptist Church.  He just stood up one day.  He 

said, “Look, the bible says do it.  I’m not going to sit here and 

lecture, you just make up your mind.  Even if you’re going to do 

it or you’re not, just say, ‘I am going to do it or did not.’”  He just 

put it just plain and just like that.  And there are some things in 

The New Testament where you can question that Jesus said 

these things ought you to have done, but in The New Testament, 

there are fundamentally two types of giving.  There’s a type of 
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giving, where first of all there was a time.  It is under the old 

covenant, but in the New Testament, they put it all together and 

they gave much more.  Old Testament was always a little bit 

more lenient really than new when you ever boiled(ph) it that.  

Jesus told the rich, young, “You know, take all your money and 

give it away.”  So, being honest about it, I’m not up to the level 

at all.  I think 10% fee -- it’s just like we pay a -- if I can get to a 

10% tax level now, I’d be low in that.  So, The New Testament, 

when you really boiled(ph) it that, it’s more. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 Old Testament has always been more lenient and actually easier 

to do.  So, you need to just make up your mind, one way or the 

other, just be straight.  But don’t give a bit of a whole lot of 

praise in a testimony and you ain’t -- that record looking real 

suck, if not, you just shut up.  Don’t tell any of the pastors.  You 

know, I’m in covenant.  I’m tithe.  Don’t laugh.  That’s brought 

us a double curse.  It just shook you know, James normally 

shakes with the holy anoint, but when he read that list and he 

saw that person’s name and he just laugh.  (00:15:37) his head 

and shake it.  And he said, “Why did you even just laugh at?” 

Why did you want to say anything?  Why did you even just 

laugh? 

 

 And they’re wondering why they’re in such bad shape.  The 

curse never comes without a cause and when you know the old 

details then you begin to understand causes.  So, people make 

up your mind about this giving.  And all of you I know -- I am 

not on salary.  I don’t get any money from the church because 

you cannot use the excuses going to the pastor.  And even if it 

was going to the pastor, that’s not your problem.  If the pastor 

ever gets too much money at any church, that’s the pastor’s price 

that he has to pay.  That’s not your problem.  So, don’t you sit 

down there “I think the pastor -- they’re getting too much.”  

Even if any of the church and the pastor making 10 million 

dollars a year, that is not your problem.  God did not tell you to 

give the money based on how much the pastor gets’; that’s not 

your problem.  That’s the pastor who going to have to pay their 

price, not you.  If he’s too greedy and if he rips off the people, 

that’s he’s price.  You just do what you’re supposed to do.  Let 

God deal with the pastor.  But you all need to make up your 

mind as we move in to a new season and as we move to new 

levels. 



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/3004.mp3 

 

 

 And I’ll keep an eye on that list because mama told me to do it.  

And next time when I look at it at the end of the next year, I 

hope I can look at that list and just be gratified that the people 

are in covenant with God’s word.  And I’m talking that you’ve 

(00:17:19) out of just theory because I was the number one giver 

on the list.  And whether or not that should be or not, it does not 

need to because I’m the pastor.  I should be the number one 

giver for one reason and for one reason only.  It should because I 

make the most money.  Now, whether or not I do it, I don’t 

know, but I do know I was the number one giver because I have 

the highest income in the church.  I’m not -- I don’t know.  But I 

do know I was the number one giver.  That’s the only reason I 

should be the highest giver because the number one giver who 

passed ought to have the highest thing, it’s just as simple that.  

My mother was number two.  C. Elijah was number three, and 

James was number four.  And I know we are not the top four 

incomes in the church, so that should not heavy where he was. 

 

 So, people you need to get in covenant but that thing will -- that 

thing will bring blessing upon blessing upon blessing.  Upon 

your family, upon your personal life, even in your body.  It will 

bring blessing, upon blessing, upon blessing.  God says, “Test me 

in this thing.”  So, if you are in covenant with him, you have a 

right.  I have the right to ask God about some stuff.  But if you 

are not in covenant with him -- that’s why being a member of 

American Express, remember should you have these privileges, 

but you can’t call up American Express if you’re not a member.  

They have a whole bunch of privileges.  My American Express 

platinum card, I can go into -- almost into the major airlines and 

I can go into their crown room or the captain’s room or whatever.  

All I have to do is show my platinum card and go right into the 

room.  But I can’t go inside like you’re coming into room and 

they said “Where’s your card at?” if I’m not a member.  And if 

you’re not a member, you can’t go any.  Remember you should 

have these privileges. 

 

 So, even when it comes to God if you’re not a covenant member, 

they are just some privileges that the bible talks about and 

money people is a -- you know, that’s what the play was about 

and the place in the verses say, “That’s why it was so hard for a 

rich man to end at the kingdom of heaven.”  Do you know rich 

people give a much smaller percentage of their income?  The 

richer you get the stingier you get.  



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/3004.mp3 

 

 

00:20:00 

 

 And that’s the way of the world.  The richer you get, the stingier 

you get.  And that’s the spirit that we’re trying to combat, but 

when I looked at that list, that thing was pretty accurate.  The 

richer you get, the stingier you get. So, we need to make some 

count arounds just even in our giving.  And it changed us even 

what the church can do, but how can we go out and do stuff and 

preach to folk and praise and look at the record and 85% of the 

people, not even close, and I’m not talking -- most of that stuff I 

can look at, it would mean 50% tithe.  Some are not even close.  

You know what I’m saying, not even close.  Some of you will look 

at us.  They couldn’t be tired.  Some of that stuff you can look at 

in a way it’s not even close. 

 

 So, people I hope that if this is talking to you and even those 

who are listening and hearing me right now, about 75% have 

made up in them, I’m still not going to do.  I mean I ain’t going 

to do it.  I just ain’t going to do it.  And if you made up your 

mind and I just ain’t going to do it, you’re just ain’t going to do 

it.  And no amount of talking is going to change -- you just -- 

there’s not -- correcting, excuse me.  You just will not do it.  

You’re just ain’t going to do it. That’s really not; that’s not 

correct English, but it’s more accurate.  You’re just ain’t going to 

do it.  So, 75% of those who are not in covenant and that are 

hearing me right now, you have already made it up in your mind 

what I said does not change you one bit, you just ain’t going to 

do it.  But there are 25% of you and this has convicted you and 

you’re going to make a change.  Don’t wait until January 1.  You 

just start right now because if somethings procrastination just 

as not good when something convicts you and when you know 

that it is true.  If you don’t believe what I’m saying, fine.  But if 

you know that this is true, then you need to make a change in 

your life and you need to do it right now. 

 

 You all know, I don’t talk a whole a lot about money and I don’t 

talk a whole about giving.  The whole year you may hear one or 

two times, that’s it.  So, you’re not hammered and you’re not 

pressured and you ought not to be.  It was a shame when 

pastors have to give every Sunday.  You beat folk over the head 

about giving, just beat them over the head, just beat them over 

the head.  I have more respect for you than net, number one.  

Number two, some of you are just ain’t going to do it.  So, no 



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/3004.mp3 

 

matter how much you beat them over the head, they’re just ain’t 

going to do it.  So, I’m not going to waste my energy nor insult 

you by going over and over and over and over, but for 25% of 

those of you who are not in covenant, this has predicted you and 

you make a change.  Getting covenant with God with your 

money because if you can’t trust God with your money -- anyone 

that I couldn’t trust when I married my wife, if I could not trust.  

She asked me, do you want to sign a prenuptial agreement 

because I had a whole lot of stuff when she married me.  I said, 

“No.  If I can’t trust you with my money, I don’t know want to 

trust you with my children.” 

 

 So, why don’t you want a God that you want to trust with your 

soul and you can’t trust Him with your money?  Your soul and 

your eternal spirit is much more important than your money.  

Why would you want to serve a God and he want to trust your 

soul and your eternal spirit, want to bring your children in -- 

why would you want a God and you want to trust all that and 

you don’t trust Him with your money?  You got some seriously 

backwards and out of way.  So, if this has convicted you and if 

you have made up your mind that from this point on because 

you’re not known to get anytime soon.  So, don’t expect to just be 

fired up every few weeks to get back in the covenant.  This needs 

to stay with you.  And if you have made up your mind that you 

are going to do this, start on this day.  Start on this day.  Trust 

God with your money.  Make your checks out to the Ark of 

Salvation.  I started to say, I hope I want to do rough.  No, I 

don’t. 

 

00:25:00 

 

 C. Elijah just handed me a note and it was from someone who 

said they needed some money for rent.  C. Elijah let me check 

that -- check and make sure they have tithed first.  Check the 

list.  And I used to hear pastors who said in four days, they’d 

always go and check they’d given just to make sure they’ve been 

in covenant with God.  For God, he has a curse if you didn’t do it 

and that’s why you have to experience some things to begin to 

understand some things.  And people I want to take you to the 

point of where you don’t live under curses as most people do.  

And that’s why when you look at the curses in the bible, you 

discover that they were three times as many curses as they were 

blessings by God’s command.  Now, why did he enumerate three 

times more curses than he did blessings?  Because when you 
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look at most lines, most people live under more curses than they 

do blessings. 

 

 So, how do you reverse that?  I don’t want to just talk about it 

nor I want to just tell you about it everything will be blessed and 

it’s not so.  It is an if-then situation.  And in your financial 

arena, you first need to be in covenant with God.  Now, there is 

more than just tithe.  It’s more than just giving because you 

have to have some sense on what to do with the 90%.  You can’t 

just give 10% to God and have to fool with the 90.  You have to 

have some sense of what to do with the 90.  So, I just hope and I 

pray, and I got to admit, going over there, I’m standing -- Mr. 

Hardy is standing right out here in front of me.  Your list looked 

good on the list.  And it makes a difference because if I don’t look 

down there and seen by Mr. Timothy Hardy, all year long $50 

and you stand up the (00:27:07).  It would’ve made a difference.  

No one does more work around this church than Mr. Cadden.  

We’re ought to be paying Mr. Cadden.  We literally ought to be 

paying Mr. Cadden and Mr. Cadden was sitting here in the 

meeting and I looked down that list and I saw Mr. Cadden’s 

name and I said, “My goodness.” I said, “Mr. Cadden, you have 

given more money than some of the rich families in this church.”  

Didn’t I say that?  Sure I did and I mean every damned word of 

it. 

 

 People we need to be in covenant with God.  I don’t care how 

much is a straight.  That’s why it was called a sacrifice.  But 

when you sacrifice -- and everything dealing with The Old 

Testament dealt with sacrifices, and in one just Old Testament, 

what do you think Jesus did?  It was centered around and built 

upon sacrifice.  So, we need to get in covenant with our money 

and your money funny and they have to write, you can’t pay 

bills.  First question you need to answer, “Am I in covenant with 

what God’s words said?” And if you say no, you need to get that 

straight before you go any further.  Don’t try to go to Brother 

Gerald Render and get a financial plan; that would be the first 

thing on your plan.  Before he can ever organize the 90, you need 

to first get the chain in order. 

 

 So, I’m just glad I can look at in front of me and just see million 

in covenant because most are not, but most lives are not 

together, and those things correspond; they are not separated.  

The only thing about the tithe and offering, you can see it on 

paper.  The other stuff you can’t see could be forced up and you 
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don’t know what’s up.  That money you see, that’s the whole 

paper.  It’s real clear.  It’s on the record.  I can’t care some of the 

little stuff you’re all doing out here.  I don’t know whether it’s 

good or bad, but I see that money and that’s why mama told boy, 

“Boy, you go and look and see what people have given.  You need 

to know.”  And I didn’t agree mother.  I don’t even want to know 

because I look at it both funny.  I changed the way I view things. 

Mama said, “Boy, that’s why you got still.  When I’m old enough, 

she said, “Boy,” she didn’t said pastor and she said, “Boy, go and 

look at what people are giving.  You need to know.” 

 

00:30:03 

 

 I hope you hear me today, people.  I really do.  And I don’t -- I 

don’t really don’t care if it sounds harsh because a lot of them 

when Jesus had to feed the folks.  And when God -- it sounded 

rough and correction is always love and never too sweet.  Fifteen 

percent of you, I am not talking to.  It’s the other 85% who know 

that you are not in covenant and who know that you need to get 

in covenant and who know that you’re not even close. 

 

 Bow your heads.  Dear heavenly father, we pray that upon this 

day that my word just concerning substance and food and 

revisions and increased money, that my word is heard, dear 

Father.  For all of your people want more and they want 

prosperity and they want to be blessed and you have always 

commanded that a portion is untouchable and belongs to you 

even in the garden.  You told them you can have all of this stuff 

but there is a part that is reserved and you cannot touch.  And if 

you touch this thing, you will die.  From the beginning, you gave 

us so much, but you reserved a portion that we could not touch.  

Father, help us to understand that which is ours, that you have 

simply graced us to be able to use because it all belongs to you.  

Every tree in the garden was yours which you allowed us to use, 

of all save one.  All of the money is yours.  It is you who gives us 

the power to get wealth.  It is all yours.  But dear Father, like 

Adam, like Eve, through the deceitfulness of the serpent way, 

this tricked us into wanting it all even that which was reserved 

unto you.  Open our eyes, dear Father, that we do not violate 

this basic principle concerning sacrifice, and dear Father, let us 

move for those of us who are not into covenant with you in every 

area of our lives.  In thy son, Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen. 
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