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Female: You are listening to AirJesus.com and TheOnLineWord.com.  

This message is number 3030.  That’s 3030.  The title of this 

message is “12 Years With Puddin”: by Nathaniel Bronner and 

now, for the message. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: And today is our anniversary celebration.  It actually is a 

multitudinous anniversary.  Some of you may not know the 

actual history of the ARK.  12 years ago -- slightly over 12 years 

ago, an evangelist or prophetess told my mother that she saw a 

building, three stores, and the area (00:00:43) and that it was a 

church and it was our future church and my mother got up -- 

you all say got up. 

 

Crowd: Got up. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: See, anytime you get a prophetic word that mean a thing, 

you don’t get up and do something and oftentimes we just want 

to hear prophecy and that kind of thing and then we don’t move 

with it.  It has no power, it has no value and it won’t produce no 

results if we don’t get up and move with the vision.  So, she got 

up and went to the area and she saw this building and the 

building fit the description exactly of what the prophetess had 

described, but there was no for sale sign on the outside and she 

came inside the building and it just so happened -- you all say it 

just so happened. 

 

Crowd: It just so happened. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: So, you’ll understand that when you get a prophetic word 

and you get up and move with it, you’ll find some stuff that just 

so happened.  Well, let me tell you, it’s not just so happened.  It’s 

because you got a word and because you moved with the word, 

things will look like it’s arbitrary, but it’s orchestrated.  God 

knew what would be here and when you move with what God 

tells you and lays on your heart, you’ll see some things that may 

look like it just so happened, but it’s not a just so happened.  But 

it just so happened that the lady who owned the church was 

here and my mother asked her.  She said --- she said, “Is this 

church for sale?”  And the lady said, “It sure is.”  And there was 

another congregation within this building who was having 

services here.  The problem was, they weren’t paying the rent 

and they hadn’t paid the rent in months.  You all know some 

Christians who hadn’t paid the bills, who won’t pay their bills 

and even some preachers, unfortunately, who won’t pay the 
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bills.  And my mother said there was prophetic vision given 

about this building and I got involved in and God spoke to me 

and He gave me the exact price to offer for the building and I 

met with the lady and my mother and we sat there and I told 

her, “Look, God spoke to me about a price on this building and 

I’ll tell you this price and this is the price.”  I said, “If it’s not for 

us, you won’t want to sell it for this price, but if it is, you’ll agree 

to it.”  And I told her the price and I said, “We’re not going to 

pay one penny more than this price.”  And I told her the price 

and the lady agreed.  And we signed the contract that day.  That 

night, a man called the lady and said he would like to buy this 

church and he offered her $100,000.00 more than our offer.  But 

you see, the contract was signed.  It was signed because it just 

so happened.  And when we purchased the building, to be honest 

about it, I had a run-in with the pastor who was here because he 

said -- he said, “Man, don’t you understand?  I’ve got prophecy 

about this ministry that says we’re supposed to be here” and I 

told him and I said, “Look, I don’t care what kind of prophecy 

you got, you haven’t paid your bill.  You didn’t keep your 

covenant with the owner of the building, you didn’t keep your 

word.  I don’t care who gave you a prophecy.  What is this?  You 

got 10 days to be out of this building.”  Now, I was gentleman 

and I really am, but sometimes, you know, (00:04:27) come up 

with her stuff and (00:04:30) they won’t do what God -- and I 

knew there was a reason and when --- when I --- when I 

researched the history what had happened to the man, he had a 

rift with his daddy and he was here because he couldn’t get a 

loan and wouldn’t obey his daddy.  And when that happened – 

wherever the man went, there was a curse on the stuff.  See, 

when you understand the background, then you’ll understand 

some reasons and you’ll understand why some stuff has 

happened.  But, when we came upon this church, when the deal 

was closed, C. Elijah was preaching at the time.  He was 

ministering to a group of men called the disciples. 

 

00:05:02 

 

Nathaniel Bronner:  And he was really on fire for God and my mother told 

him and said, “You got to pastor this church” and C. Elijah said, 

“I am not going to pastor that church unless Nathaniel is my co-

pastor.”  Now, the problem was -- you all say the problem. 

 

Crowd: The problem. 
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Nathaniel Bronner: In every situation where God gives a promise, there’s 

always a problem.  There always is.  It’s always a problem in the 

way between where you are and your promise smack in the 

middle if there’s a problem.  And the problem was, I was not 

ordained as a minister and to be perfectly honest, I wasn’t 

looking to be ordained as a minister.  I really didn’t want to be 

ordained as a minister.  And C. Elijah said, “I am not going to 

pastor that church unless Nathaniel is my co-pastor.”  I was 

hearing from God, but I --- but I didn’t really want to go and 

preach and people that prophesied over me over and over that 

you’re going to be a preacher, you’re going to be a pastor of 

churches and I didn’t want to hear that kind of stuff.  Have you 

all ever had stuff God had spoken to you, you just didn’t want to 

hear it?  I was the same --- I did not want to hear that.  I was 

living my life and I wasn’t in any turmoil, I wasn’t in any stress.  

Some people who come in the ministry got these real rough 

stories about how they were down in the gutter and God -- I 

wasn’t in the gutter.  I was doing well.  I was as happy as I could 

be.  I was as contented as I could be.  I was in no rush to make 

any changes whatsoever in my life.  But what I didn’t know that 

when God has a path for you and when you understand that, 

you can make the change the easy way -- you all say the easy 

way. 

 

Crowd: The easy way. 

 

Nathaniel: Or the hard way.  Now, that choices --  so I knew, even though 

there wasn’t something I wanted to do, I knew that I was being 

presented with a path and the life decision and the choice to go 

out to the left or the right hand path and I had to make a 

decision.  I was hearing from God and I was getting up every 

morning, early in the morning in prayer and meditation and 

that was there God spoke.  He spoke to me and He said, “You 

cannot step into the pulpit as a single man.”  That was a 

problem.  You all see another problem.  When God gives the 

destiny for you, usually not only will there be a problem, there’s 

often several problems.  So, here I was, hearing God, saying that 

I could not step into the pulpit as a single man.  That was a 

problem.  It was two months before the church was due to open.  

I was unengaged and to be perfectly honest, I won’t even date --- 

I had not dated anyone for three years.  So -- so, here I was, 

hearing that in order for me to step into the pulpit, I couldn’t do 

it as a single man.  I had some issues to deal with and some 

decisions to make.  You all say, issues and decisions. 
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Crowd: Issues and decisions. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: I had some issues to deal with and I had some decisions to 

make.  And I went through a period of seeking and going 

through things and trying to find if I had to step into this pulpit 

because let me tell you something people.  Who you marry will 

make actually a bigger impact on you in this life than even your 

religion.  I know I’m not supposed to say this as a preacher, but 

I’m going to tell you the truth.  Who you marry will make a 

bigger impact in this life than even your religion because if you 

marry the wrong person, it will take some religion just to -- you 

know, to make. 

 

 So, I had to really seek God heavily on that and go through some 

things to try to make the right decision and the right choice and 

God spoke some things into my spirit.  And on Friday, 

September 23rd, twelve years ago, I was ordained in this pulpit.  

It was the first service in this church and the sermon that I 

preached, “Tell my people to honor my name”, was the first 

sermon preached in this church.  On Friday, I was ordained.  On 

Saturday, I was married and on Sunday, the ARK opened for 

official services.  So, that was a serious weekend.  And even 

someone asked me when they heard the story, they said, “You 

didn’t look you were scared.”  I was scared when I got married, I 

really was.  And the reason that I was scared, it was not because 

of the marriage, it was because I had to sing a song.  And in my 

marriage ceremony, I actually sung a song that was from an 

album that we produced. 

 

00:10:00 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Some of you don’t know it, but we used to be in the music 

business and we made R&B music and one of the songs that I 

had written was a song called “Will You Marry Me.”  So, when I 

got married and as Puddin actually came down the aisle, I sang 

“Will You Marry Me” to her and I had not really done a whole lot 

of public singing.  So, the thing that really had me nervous was 

singing the song, it was not who I was marrying because I had 

already checked that with the Lord.  And as long as I knew that 

this was who I was divinely destined and was supposed --- I had 

absolutely no hesitation, trepidation or fear about who I was 

marrying, I was just scared in the song.  And yet, 12 years ago, 

on Saturday, September 24th, I married Puddin. 



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/3030.mp3 

 

 And even the words of that song that I penned, it reflected --- my 

brother Dale was telling me how Baby Face had written a lot of 

his songs out of his heartbreak and life experiences and I 

understood that because so many of the songs that I wrote at 

that time, they came out of experience and I was a single man, I 

didn’t marry until I was 38.  So, when I wrote “Will You Marry 

Me”, it was written with a feeling from the heart of what I would 

say to a woman, and I actually sang that song. 

 

 There comes a time 

 When a man must settle down 

 So my search began 

 For a new love to be found 

 Then I found you 

 But did you find me 

 It really doesn’t matter 

 Because a new love came to be 

 Will you marry me? 

 Live eternally 

 We can be free 

 To love each other 

 Will you marry me? 

 I found you finally 

 We can be free 

 To love each other. 

 

 You all have to get the album to hear the rest of it. 

 

 But 12 years ago, I sang that song from this very spot and I’d 

like for my wife just to come up here for just a minute.  So, 12 

years ago and this is literally our wedding anniversary, 

September 24th. 

 

 And -- I mean, it has been a joyous experience and it has been 

like all marriages.  We’ve had our twists and we’ve had our 

turns when you have on your wedding ring.  They can’t see it, 

but this is a --- this is a specially made, one of a kind wedding 

ring.  There’s no other ring like this on the face of the earth.  

And, there’s no other union like this on the face of the earth.  So, 

it’s --- 

 

 And -- and there is a uniqueness to the course in all 

relationships and in all unions and if you can find the 
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specialness in it and understand this and it’s been -- it’s been 

our joy, it’s been a growing process and it’s something that to 

know that when you make a commitment and I told Puddin over 

and over and over -- because that first year -- you know, the first 

year of marriage was just (00:14:24).  I mean, I said, “Lord, have 

mercy.”  I mean, Lord I --- (00:14:35) longer than a year and do 

you know really what happened that first year.  See, Puddin, 

when we married, Puddin was 27 years old, I was 38.  Puddin 

was still a virgin and if she had not been intact, I wouldn’t 

believe it because she didn’t look like a virgin.  She didn’t walk 

like one.  She didn’t talk like one.  She didn’t look like it.  Her 

fingernails were -- when we met, her fingernails were literally 

about this long. 

 

00:15:03 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: She had a three-inch thing.  There’s no way in the world, 

they were that long.  Yes they were maybe a full inches long, but 

it’s not -- how long were they were? 

 

Puddin: About an inch and a half. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: An inch and a half.  She said inch and a half, they were 

three inches.  And they were all curled up.  There’s no way in 

the world I would have believed it and that’s why God, I 

understood why he put a covering over the woman because some 

men just wouldn’t believe it.  And it has been truly a joy and it 

has been a growing experience in that first year.  Puddin, after 

about six months, Puddin said -- because she really had never 

had a boyfriend and Puddin said --- she said, “I’m getting ready 

to go home to my mama.”  And you know, I thought I was 

speaking at a banquet -- at a breakfast banquet and I told the 

story and afterwards, I had --- I had about a half a dozen old 

preachers come up to me.  And they said, “You know, the same 

thing happened in our marriage, but the only difference was my 

wife didn’t go home to her mama and my mama had to get my 

wife and bring her back.”  So -- and every one of them had the 

same thing, but what I told Puddin -- I said Puddin one thing 

about it.  I said, “I know without a shadow of a doubt, I have no 

question in my mind that God put us together.”  And I said -- 

and the only way I’m leaving you and the only way you’re 

leaving me is one of us is just going to have to be dead and we 

not won’t kill each other.”  And see, with that kind of 
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commitment, we knew that we were going to be together until 

the day we die. 

 

Puddin: But my mom would not let me come back home. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: And Puddin said her mama will let her come back home 

anyway, but I won’t let her go.  And you see, oftentimes, people 

in a relationship -- if you just have one person who is committed 

and who understand that in this thing, for eternity, it makes a 

difference.  And she has --- she has birthed four sons and if we’d 

not gotten together, they wouldn’t be here.  So, she’s got Iel(ph) 

who is Nathaniel III who is 10 years old and Josees who is 7 

years old, Christian who is 4 years old and you all know the 

name of the last, George and George who is 15 months old.  So, 

we have a blessed family and I am just so thankful to her. 

 

Puddin: Look at Christian (00:17:34). 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: She said he’s back there --- Christian is back there 

showing out now, but that’s all right.  He understands but one 

thing about it, the children know that mama and daddy are 

together for life. 

 

 And I will tell you people that even in ministry, oftentimes, 

ministers have more of a difficulty keeping families together 

than they do keeping churches together.  Because keeping 

families together, it is not an easy job especially in today’s 

environment, especially when the whole clan and the whole 

vibration, it’s separation and it’s me and it’s mine and it’s --- and 

it’s all of this conflict and everything that you see on television 

splits you apart and tears you apart and sends you in separate 

directions.  It’s tough today on families and it’s tougher today 

than perhaps it has ever been because it is so easy and it is so 

fashionable to say, “I’m through with you, I’m going in another 

direction.”  And it is uncommon today to look at a man and to 

look at a woman and to say, “I will be with you until the day I 

die.”  And that was a commitment that I made on that date 12 

years ago.  And it was a commitment, even that Puddin made to 

me because it was sealed in blood.  You know, that’s one thing 

about why that wedding night and behind it, it’s on the woman.  

It is a blood covenant and when you understand how God put 

things together, you’ll understand some things about life and 

what He has for your future and what He has for your destiny.  

So, today is our anniversary and I just --- I just --- I bought some 
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stuff and I just want to present my anniversary stuff to Puddin 

here in the pulpit today. 

 

 And you have to understand about Puddin, she is not a fancy 

woman.  I mean, you will not see her in Neiman Marcus, you’re 

not going to see her in Saks 5th Avenue.  You’ll just not --- you’ll 

see her in Walmart and Target.  Her favorite furniture store is 

Rooms To Go.  So, that’s where you’re going to see her and that’s 

--- it’s the way she is, she does not try to put on -- that’s one 

thing -- she’s not going to put on air, she doesn’t try to fool you, 

she is not --- she’s not going to put on (00:19:57).  She’s just real. 

 

00:20:00 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: She’s just down to earth and I appreciate her for that.  

And there’s nothing wrong with Saks 5th Avenue, there’s nothing 

wrong with Neiman Marcus, but people, you need to be who you 

are, where you are, and you just need to be real. 

 

Puddin: Nathaniel, (00:20:16), take Christian to the nursery. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Okay.  She says you can take Christian to the nursery 

because he’s busy right now. 

 

 But, that’s --- well, let me --- let me just let them see Christian.  

Christian, come here for a second.  He’s the third son and he’s 

never had his hair cut and his name is Christian --  

 

Puddin: Elliott 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Elliott Bronner.  I want to say-- honestly, he looks more 

like me than any of the other sons.  As a matter of fact, when he 

was born, when he came out, the nurse said, “I’ve never seen a 

child who looks that much like his daddy.”  I was born December 

31st.  I was born the last day of the year.  He was born, wow! 

 

 He was born January 1st.  So, we represent the very last and the 

very first and our dates of birth even being within 24 hours of 

each other.  He looks a lot like me and he’s also the most active 

and the most rambunctious.  He’s like his daddy in that respect 

too, so he has a whole lot of --- of my trace. 

 

 Christian!  Stop!  You need to go back to the nursery now! 
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 He has more attitude than all of the other kids put together, but 

as I present this --- 

 

 Christian --- Christian --- Christian, time to go to the nursery. 

 

 As I present these gifts to --- to Puddin, and I want you to 

understand they’re very simplistic, they’re -- (00:22:13) there. 

 

 Well, let me tell you --- you know, (00:22:21) everywhere.  It’s 

even some (00:22:26).  So, it’s full everywhere with some issues, 

but as I present these to Puddin, I want you to understand that 

we are practical people.  In our house, we don’t have any plastic 

over the furnitures, there’s no do not sit, we live like regular 

everyday down to earth people, so these are -- and one thing 

about the stuff that I give her, sometimes, she didn’t like it right 

off the bat, but you come back and ask her three months later.  

And three months later, you can’t pry the stuff out of her hand.  

So, I just --- I just bought some stuff for her and I got --- because 

this is our 12th anniversary, I got 12 things for today.  So, I’m 

going to give her and the first --- the first three things -- these 

are luggage handles, they go on your luggage.  That’s one, that’s 

two, and that’s three and what you do is you wrap these around 

your luggage handles and it immediately identifies your luggage 

when you travel.  Because you see, sometimes we have the issue 

with it.  We go on vacation and stuff, we can’t -- we have to sit 

then, pick up the bag and read the tag.  When you see these on 

your bag, from hereon, , you know that’s your bag and that’s my 

bag.  This is a --- this is a neck wrap and what it is, it actually --  

it has --- it has --- it has about 12 different herbs that are packed 

in the pack and you put it in the microwave and you heat it up 

and it stays hot for 45 minutes and you wrap it around your 

neck and it gives you a real massage and all of the 

aromatherapy from the 12 different herbs that are inside.  So 

you heat it up, you wrap it around and it just helps to massage 

your neck and get all the tension out.  Now, this is a tiger --- it’s 

a tiger striped neck wrap.  The reason I got this particular color, 

Puddin has some underwear that are like this.  And so, these 

match the tiger underwear and sometimes when Puddin is 

really feeling rambunctious, she’ll call me at the office and she’ll 

tell me she’s on the tiger today and I know what that means. 

 

00:25:00 
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 This is a --- this is a caller ID CUE and basically, it goes by the 

phone and when someone calls, it flashes in real big letters and 

it will flash the name and the number, so you don’t have to look 

at the phone.  It just shows up so you can see from way across 

the room who’s calling.  So now you know very easily who’s 

calling with this big caller ID. 

 

 This is called a wobble clock and you just -- she says she already 

has a wobble clock.  See, I told you I get her what she likes.  I 

didn’t even realize you had a wobble clock. 

 

 She says she gave it to Josees because he wanted one.  That’s 

why I didn’t see it, but now you have your own wobble clock 

called Bob.  So, you got Bob, you just touch it and it changes 

from time and temperature and date so that you can easily see 

that.  This is something for your office desk and it’s a hundred-

year calendar so you’ll always be able to easily see what the date 

and time because anytime you have to make appointments or 

whatever, that will be easy for your desk. 

 

 This is a --- it’s a five-day weather indicator.  And what that 

does, it updates from the national weather service to radio 

signals and there’s a magnet on the back so you can actually just 

put it on the refrigerator and at a glance, it will tell you for a 

five-day forecast.  It changes every time it changes so you’d see 

five days in advance, the high and the low, when it’s going to 

rain, sun or shine and you’d be able to tell that really easy and 

you never have to worry about checking the computer or 

checking the television.  You know exactly what the weather is 

going to be like. 

 

 These are --- these are called nap socks.  Now nap socks, they’re 

really fuzzy.  Just open them.  I want you to feel what a nap sock 

feel like.  Once you put it on -- you put it on your feet and these 

socks, they are the most comfortable socks in the world.  You 

feel those socks.  So, you can wear those around the house, these 

are just nap socks and you’re going to enjoy these nap socks.  

And that goes with that. 

 

 Now, this is.  You don’t wear a whole lot of jewelry, but I got you 

these --- they say for the 12th anniversary, the thing for the 12th 

is Lemon & Pearl.  So, I actually went by a pearl store and I got 

you some.  Amen. 
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 Now, these are --- they had a lot of pearls in the store and they 

had some glass pearls and then they have some real pearls and I 

picked them up and I said I can’t really tell the difference 

between the glass pearls and the real pearls.  So, I said, “What’s 

the difference?”  She said look at the price of the glass pearls 

and I looked at the price of the glass and when I looked at the 

price, I was woooh! I see the difference.  So Puddin, I just want 

to let you know these are the real pearls, these are not the glass 

pearls. 

 

 And that’s --- that was gift number 11.  So, the final gift is I just 

want to give you something that just reminds you and 

recognizes your spirituality.  She is a holy woman and I thank 

God for that and this is just a cross and a sterling silver coated 

with 24-carat gold so that won’t turn green.  Amen.  Amen.  

Amen.  Amen, amen and amen. 

 

Female: This ends message number 3030 by Nathaniel Bronner.  To hear 

other messages or to send this message number 3030 to a friend, 

simply go to AirJesus.com and TheOnLineWord.com.  This has 

been message number 3030.  Listen to AirJesus.com and 

TheOnLineWord.com often and keep your spirit charged up. 

 

00:29:39 

 


