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(Music Playing:  00:00:00 - 00:00:56) 
 
Nathaniel Bronner: The 40-day miracle is something that is truly changing 

lives, and though we began just within the sanctuary, it is already 
spread beyond the sanctuary.  And I believe that it will change 
literally lives all over the world.  Once you start on it, you start to 
seek what it does to your spirit.  It really makes some changes.  It 
is changing my spirit.  It is changing the way that I think.  It is 
changing the way that I react. 

 
 And people, I will tell you, we need this thing.  Make a decision 

that you’re going to do something to change your life and 
understand this is not for God.  This is for you.  You need to do 
this.  It will change even marital relationships between husband 
and wife.  So, it makes a difference and when one person in the 
relationship gets on the 40-day miracle, it starts to influence the 
other.  

 
 So, don’t even worry about they’re saying, “I know my spouse is 

not going to do it.”  Don’t worry about that if you do it.  And if you 
get the miracle within you, it will start affecting your spouse and 
your children and your entire household.  So, indeed, we’re seeing 
what God has directed us to do.  How it is bringing about a 
change, making a difference in our own lives.  The only cost that 
you have to incur is that you must have the diligence to do it.  
That’s the only thing. 

 
 So, I just admonished everyone who has not given this thing a try.  

Go to 40day.com and get on the 40 Day Miracle and watch the 
miracle that will occur within your life. 

 
 Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother, you need the 

Word.  And today, we are going to be dealing with the first of the 
seven-part series, Dealing with the 40-Day Miracle at 40day.com.  
For those of you who are hearing my voice and for those who are 
watching via television and seeing my face, this is something that 
you need to do.  Simply go to 40day.com, read all about it.  It will 
not cost you one dime.  It’s absolutely free, but it will become one 
of the most valuable things that you will ever possess and ever 
experience at 40day.com.  The 40-Day Miracle will change your 
life.   If you need a miracle, go to 40day.com and there you find it.  

 
 What the program is, the 40 Day Miracle, it involves the method 

spiritually and practically to counteract what is traditionally 
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called the seven deadly sins.  The seven deadly sins, these are the 
seven sins that the church decided hundreds of years ago.  That 
was the most detrimental sins to man and basically, these were 
the cause of all of the misery and all of the spiritual degradation 
that we have in the world.  All of them can be narrowed down to 
the seven deadly sins.  And we have seven messages dealing with 
the seven deadly sins and each one of them will help you to 
overcome them.  All of them are located at 40day.com. 

 
 The first one is pride.  That’s the message that you’re going to be 

hearing today.  The second one is envy.  And if you are jealous of 
anyone, go and listen to the message on envy, called, “You got it, 
I want it.”  And understand how you can get envy out of your 
system, the methods and the scriptural basis of how you can 
handle envy.  

 
 If you’re overweight, and right now, two out of three people in 

America are overweight, go and listen to the sermon called, 
“gluttony.”  The one sin you cannot hide.  Gluttony will perhaps 
be one of the most impacting sermons on you physically because 
in that message, at the end of it, God let me to do something 
unusual which was to have what’s called the fullness anointing. 

 
00:05:06 
 
 There is an anointing that occurs at the end of that.  That if you 

go and listen to gluttony, the one sin you cannot hide, I ask people 
to go and listen over the internet because I wanted to see that this 
anointing transfer from someone just hearing it and who wasn’t 
even here.  And they came back and they said, “Mr. Bronner, this 
thing is weird.”  I went and listen to the entire message and I held 
up my hands as the fullness anointing was being administered 
and I couldn’t eat with half of what I could eat for days. 

 
 I don’t know I can’t understand.  I’m a very logical person, but 

something happened to me.  If you’re overweight, go to 40day.com 
and listen to gluttony, listen to the entire message, do what it says 
and watch.  Don’t you know that if God has the ability to deliver 
people from drug addiction, to deliver people from all kind of other 
demonic stuff, don’t you know there’s a supernatural power that 
can even come over your appetite?  I know some of you, what do 
you think God cannot do?  And if it won’t cost you anything, then 
what do you have to lose by going there and just listening and 
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being obedient.  You’ll be surprised what faith and obedience will 
do within your life. 

 
 The fourth of the seven deadly sins is called “lust.”  And if you’ve 

got some lust issues, you need to go and listen to the sermon called 
“Lust - Got to Have it.”.  I preached that sermon from a very 
personal standpoint.  I gave you the testimony because I used to 
be dealing with lust.  And lust is a tough one.  And that’s where 
the first 40-day experienced occurred.  And I go into some pretty 
good graphic details.  Go and listen to the sermon, “Lust - Got to 
Have it.”  And if you got lust issues, go and it will help control 
that within you. 

 
 The fifth one is anger.  In that message, you’ll get 10 keys of how 

you can curtail and eliminate anger.  If you just get mad at 
somebody, everything, you know you just got a hot champ and you 
don’t have temperance, go and listen to the message called 
“Anger” and it will train you and show you how to deal with anger. 

 
 The next message is dealing with greed.  In greed, it shows you 

how to make a very wise and profitable investment that will help 
you to control greed.  Sometimes we may not think we have greed, 
but we just never have enough.  If you’ve never have enough, go 
and listen to the sermon.  (00:07:37) which basically is laziness.  
If you just need some get up and go, right now, for many of you, 
the reason why you were not, go to 40day.com and get on the 
program, is not that you don’t believe.  It is not that you don’t 
know you need, it’s just because you’re too doggone lazy.  You’re 
just too lazy. 

 
 So, if you have an issue, just fight that lazy demon, just struggle 

on that.  Just don’t go and listen to the messages and get on the 
program and see what it will do to change your life.  And today’s 
message, Pride, is simply entitled, Stiff Necked Saints.  Stiff 
Necked Saints.  

 
 In Deuteronomy Chapter 31:27, the Bible says this, it says, “For 

I know thy rebellion, and thy stiff neck, behold while I am yet 
alive with you this day.  Ye have been rebellious against the 
LORD; and how much more after my death?”  The leader was 
saying simply, here, look while I am leaving, you just stiff neck 
and you stuck up, you’re rebellious and he says, “I know once I’m 
gone, you going to get worse. 
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 Stiff necked saints is nothing new.  These were the children of the 
Israel.  These were the chosen people.  These were the sainted one 
and the sainted ones even were stiffed neck.  Do you know right 
now people, we have a lot of stiff necks in the church?  I mean, I’m 
talking about among the Christians.  We have a lot of pride stuck 
up and stiff-necked saints. 

 
 You just do your neck like this.  Some of you just need to get your 

neck just loose. I mean, some of you just need to just even lombo 
your neck.  That’s why even people sometimes, you know when 
you’re under a lot of changes and stuff, the first place that if you 
ever go to a massage therapy, the first place to massage is your 
stiff neck.  All your (00:09:50) and some of the reasons why this 
stuff happens in the natural, why our neck is just stiffing and 
then you get up.  Sometimes, people, our neck can get so stiff, we 
get a crook in the neck. 

 
00:10:02 
 
 Stiff-necked saints.  Pride from a spiritual point is defined as the 

excessive belief in one’s own abilities that interferes with the 
individual’s recognition of the grace of God.  And when the church 
defined and enumerated the seven deadly sins, pride is always 
listed as number one.  The church says that pride is the 
granddaddy of all sin.  It’s the main one.  It’s the deadliest of the 
one, but is one that you often consider least.  It’s a silent killer. 

 
 Do you know even in the natural, in our physical bodies, the 

diseases that killed most of us is the silent killers.  High blood 
pressure, one of the lead is a silent killer.  Cancer, the other big 
killer.  You don’t know it until you just (00:11:03) dead.  It’s the 
silent killers.  So, just as in the natural, in the spiritual, the 
things that kill so many Christians and destroy their spirit and 
their spiritual lives is the silent killer of pride. 

 
 And even when you look at the word pride.  In the middle of word 

pride is I.  P-R-I-D-E.  When you look at the word sin, in the 
middle of the word sin is I.  Turn to the person sitting next to you.  
Just tell them, the problem is I.  And once you recognize that the 
problem is I, you can deal with it and see it’s because of the I 
factor, that get so many of us in trouble and so many of us away 
from God because we think it’s all about us and it’s all about I.  
That there was one great athlete on a team and he was a star of 
the team and everything revolved around him and the coach had 
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to come to me and coach said, “Look man, you got to get more with 
the team.”  He said, “Don’t you understand that there is no I in 
team?”  And the man said, “There’s no we either.”   So, he was stiff 
necked and stuck up in this I.  See, the original sin was the result 
of people wanting to be God. 

 
 Genesis 3:4 and 5, “And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall 

not surely die for God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, 
then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be gods, knowing 
good and evil.”  And that’s how the devil got on a mess.  He had 
the same problem.  But you see, the devil got on a mess before 
Adam and Eve did.  It’s over in Isaiah Chapter 14, beginning in 
Verse 12. 

 
 Isaiah is talking about the devil and he says, “How art thou fallen 

from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!  How art thou cut 
down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!  For thou 
hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my 
throne above the stars of God.  I will sit also upon the mount of 
the congregation, in the sides of the north.  I will ascend above 
the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.” 

 
 Basically, what got Lucifer in trouble, Lucifer said I am going to 

take the place of God.  That’s fundamentally what pride does.  
Pride, in essence, says, “I will take the place of God.” Even in the 
Bible, in Proverbs Chapter 6, beginning at the 16 verse.  When it 
says, “These six things doth the Lord hate: yea, seven are an 
abomination unto him.”  The first one is a proud look, a proud 
look. 

 
 Basically, what man said, stiff neck because you all understand 

what a proud look.  I mean, you know when someone, when folks 
just look proud, they walk proud, they act proud, they talk proud.  
There’s an air of pride around them.  That’s the first thing that 
God named of the seven things he hated, was a proud look because 
we feel that it’s all about I.  I am this and I’ve done this and I can 
do this and this is mine and do you know who I am.  And because 
we get it twisted up about who’s really in charge. 

 
00:15:13 
 
 So, even in ministry, in 1 Timothy 3 through 6, when he was 

describing the quality of a bishop or an elder or an overseer, he 
says, “Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the 
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condemnation of the devil.”  He said, “Look, don’t get a new man 
to oversee anybody because they’re so easily get.”  Because people, 
when you put an important position over folk, and folk when 
praising and preaching all this -- It’s hard to stay humble.  It’s 
hard to stay humble and it’s not long before you will go to realize 
and even in ministry what I have done. 

 
 You know I built this thing.  These members are here because of 

I.  If I couldn’t preach so good, it wouldn’t be here.  I mean, I’ve 
got an anointing.  Don’t you understand?  Do you know that when 
I lay hands on folk, they fall?  Don’t you understand that I have 
the gift of prophecy?  Don’t you know that I have the word of 
Malik?  Don’t you hear how well I can sing?  Don’t you know how 
well I can hold it in and it’s not long for even preachers get lifted 
up.  And if it happened to an angel, and if it happened to the chief 
angel, then what about the sons of man? 

 
 I want to tell you right quick, four of the major things that make 

you proud and boost pride.  And then I want to tell you four ways 
of how you deal with pride because I’ll tell you people, it’s not 
easy.  I have a problem with pride.  I do.  I have a problem. you 
can feel it.  Beyond that, but most people do.  Most people do.  
Turn to the person sitting next to you and say, “Pastor got a 
problem with pride.”  I have a problem with pride.  God spoke to 
me years ago and he said, “One day, you’ll have a power to raise 
the dead.” 

 
 I don’t know whether he meant literally at the funeral home or 

whether he just meant people whose spirits were dead.  I don’t 
know.  But he said, “One day, you’ll have the power to raise the 
dead.”  He said, “But that’s not the problem.”  He said, “The 
problem is your pride can’t handle it.”  And as I was sitting and 
thinking about that and when I thought and just suppose, just 
suppose God is really talking about raising the dead out of the 
funeral home. 

 
 Do you know what will happen if you had the power to raise the 

dead out of the funeral home?  Because it’s not meant to preachers 
raising any dead for one of these days.  If you had the power to 
raise the dead, and all you have to do is just raise up two or three 
dead folks.  I mean, and now, you must come to preacher who has 
the power to raise the dead.  And people don’t see that God as the 
power, they see the man. 
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 They try to get to the preacher.  They try to say, “If I can just 
touch, maybe I can get some of that anointing on.  If I can just get 
a run all of the sudden and the preacher is placed on a pedestal.  
God said, “Your pride can’t handle that.”  Because God knows.  
You turn to the person sitting next to you and tell, “God knows 
you”.  God knows you.  He said, “Your pride can’t handle it.”  And 
I knew when he said, I could see the scenario and no matter what 
we may think, people, God knows us.  And there’s some stuff we 
cannot handle. 

 
 Some of you can’t handle a new hat.  I’m telling the truth.  You 

can’t handle a new hat, much less raising the dead.  You can’t 
handle a new hat.  When I’m getting puffed up.  So, this thing is 
real.  The first thing of the four major things that puffs us up is 
money and possessions.  And it doesn’t really make a difference 
particularly how much it is.  It doesn’t matter whether it is a hat 
or house as it is imagined.  Money and possessions people puff us 
up.  I mean, we can get two house loans ahead.  A little bit in the 
bank, don’t give us a real fancy car. 

 
 And people, I’m going to tell you, the possessions change you.  

They change you.  I have a Mercedes.  I have a Jeep and I have a 
BMW motorcycle.  The jeep is the only car that is what I will call 
common.  When I go places in my S series Mercedes and get out, 
people look at you a little different.  But do you know I feel 
different in it. 

 
00:20:00 
 
I I’m just telling you the truth.  I feel different in it.  When I get out 

of the Mercedes, and you get out, I’m stepping on the same 
ground, in the same feet, but again feel the same. 

 
 When I get out of the Jeep, I just pop out of the jeep, somehow 

getting out of the Mercedes, again feel the same.  I was stopped 
at a red light and a damn a man pulled up beside me.  He looked 
and he rolled out his window -- That does, I’m telling you.  When 
I drive the BMW motorcycle, everywhere I go on that motorcycle, 
most people, they didn’t even know BMW made motorcycle.  So, 
everywhere I would go on a motorcycle, people will stare, “Man, 
that’s a sharp motorcycle.”  I ride the BMW and then I used to 
ride it.  I used to have a Honda.  The BMW rides different.  You’re 
sitting different on the BMW, you just do.  So, this is real people 
and I don’t care who you are.  This stuff will affect you.  It’s real. 
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 So, money and possessions, it’s hard to stay humble with a whole 

lot, that’s just the truth.  That the Bible says over in Deuteronomy 
Chapter 8:10, it says, “When you have eaten and are satisfied, 
praise the Lord your God for the good land he has given you.  Be 
careful that you do not forget the Lord your God, failing to observe 
his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this 
day.”  Otherwise -- you all say, “otherwise.”  Otherwise, when you 
eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, 
and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and 
gold as money increase and all you have is multiplied.  You all 
say, “multiplied,” then your heart will become proud and you will 
forget the Lord your God. 

 
 He said, here look, “If you don’t stay before me and keep my 

commandments,”  he said, “When I bless you, when your herds 
are multiplied, when your baskets are full, when your silver and 
gold,” he said, “Otherwise, you will forget me.”  And you will say, 
it goes on to talk about saying, you may say to yourself, “My power 
and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.” 

 
 Because first of all, you can see it in the (00:22:33) even in 

business, you have to have an analytical mind to look at things.  
And when you go to look at it and (00:22:41), I work hard on this 
stuff.  I’m smarter than the competitor.  That’s why I got this 
business.  And it goes that way and we will say, “My hands have 
produced,” which is a partial truth.  But I had to look at my self 
as my business prospered and boom.  And as I felt myself moving, 
well, you know, I’m pretty smart here.  That’s why I’m booming 
so good.” 

 
 It happens to all of us.  What I had to then look back and think 

and as I went back to every link in the chain, I saw everything 
linking the chain was really a blessing from God.  I mean, just to 
even go in business, I needed my daddy.  That ain’t my fault.  I 
have things to do about that.  I have to borrow some money.  
Supposed I had had resources (00:23:37) borrow stuff, I wouldn’t 
have made it.  My business, I have had five business products that 
had lost money and failed.  A profit came to my office with an idea 
that I took up and it made money and pay it all the bills from that 
point.  Suppose God had not sent the profit. 

 
 See, we forget all of that stuff once we get and we’re down, we 

remember the Lord, “Hh, Lord, good Lord, I’m yours.  Lord, I 
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submit myself unto thee, whatever you want me to do, I’m yours.”  
But when we are full, the bible says, when we are full, if we don’t 
keep his commands and stay before him, he says, otherwise.  Say 
it again, “otherwise”.  When we are full, otherwise, we will forget 
God and talk about how much we have done.  And I have to look 
back over my own business, when I really looked at everything. 

 
 And I looked at stuff that happened one after one and yes, I was 

working hard, but I was working hard when all things fail too.  
And then in the business that I am in, about 80 percent of the 
other companies have gone out of business, they’re working hard 
too, working is not the key.  They work just hard, ff not harder 
that I was.  So, that was not the key.  And I have to realize that 
everything I am.  And even if you’re so smart, what gave you the 
intelligence over someone else? 

 
00:25:01 
 
 You didn’t have anything to do with it.  So if you are blessed, even 

if you look in the mirror, when you say, “Well, I’m good looking.”  
“What gave you the good looks?”  “Somebody else.”  “How did you 
get it?”  So when you stop and analyze everything, everything 
comes from God.  When we put I in it, the -- that’s why God says 
it’s an abomination and I hate it.  Pride, the first and the 
granddaddy of the deadly sins.  The second thing that will boost 
pride is power. 

 
  There is an old quote simply that goes, “Absolute power corrupts 

absolutely.”  In the bible, you see it so much with the kings and 
how the kings became so corrupt in their story after story, after 
story.  And it doesn’t have to be on the king level because me and 
you are kings in your household.  Power and there are so many 
kinds of power that occurs.  Not just political power or a fairly 
necessarily over -- people all kind of -- you could just have a 
charismatic personality to give you power. 

 
  And that thing can go to your head where I can just (00:26:21).  

Power occurs in all kinds of things, so there are many power and 
many different -- power, it goes to our heads and it will blow us 
up and make us prideful.  The third thing that makes people 
prideful is beauty.  The bible even says in Ezekiel 28:17, “Your 
heart became proud on account of your beauty.”  Do you know it 
is hard to tell if someone we’re looking good.  I mean just flat.  



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/4001.mp3 

When you’re looking good, I mean every day you spend more time 
in the mirror and do -- lord have mercy. 

 
  I mean, when your beauty can make us proud, there’s just no two 

ways about it.  I mean, we get in shape and get our hair looking 
good and our face looking good and you got sharp clothes.  That 
stuff can puff you up like a balloon in a second.  That’s why 
Lucifer, he wears the most beautiful of all of the angels.  And 
because he was so pretty and good looking, he said, “I’m looking 
this good.  I want to be God.” 

 
  The fourth thing that can really push your pride is praise.  You 

know, if somebody compliments you, you know you’re stiff and 
your neck -- I used to tell my mother.  I said, “Mother, look.  When 
I preach, please don’t” I said -- my mother can just see and just 
fly -- that’s messing with my spirit.  Mother would call me after 
and says, “Oh boy, that message you preached was just awesome.  
It was just magnificence.  And you can just feel your neck just --” 
I said, “Mama, that’s messing with me.  I can feel this stuff going 
into my pride and I’m trying to keep it under control.  And all this 
praise, it will mess you up.” 

 
  So praise is one of the things that can -- that’s why all of the praise 

belongs to God and praise, most people can’t handle praise.  And 
yet one of the things when dealing with the 40-day miracle is you 
must compliment someone each day and watch their 
character(ph) has changed when you compliment them.  It 
changes, but you have to be careful dealing with pride.  And those 
are the four major things that moves pride, I’m getting ready to 
tell you now.  The four things that you can do to combat pride, if 
you’re watching this by television, I’m out of time, I’m getting 
ready to go off the air but go to 40day.com and you can finish 
listening to this entire message or send it to a friend very easily 
on the website.  40day.com.  Thank you for joining us today, 
Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the word. 

 
  And the four things that you can do to fight the sin of pride.  

Number one, you must recognize that you have a problem and 
believe me that’s difficult because it is antagonistic to pride.  
Because pride will say, “I got no problem.”  Not me, I don’t have 
any problem, this is the truth.  I can’t remember the names, but 
he was an old western actor.  And he always -- I think Brenner or 
something like that was his name.  But he would always -- before 
he would shoot somebody, he always said, “No brag, just fact.”  
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 So often times, with pride -- this ain’t no brag, they’re just  
fact.  

 
00:30:02 
 
 So first thing you have to do is you have to recognize that you 

have a problem but that’s real difficult when you puff it up with 
pride.  Because pride will not recognize that.  So that’s number 
one, you must recognize.  The bible even says over in Jeremiah 
17:19.  It says, “The heart is deceitful above all things.” 

 
  Your heart will tell you some stuff that just -- the Lord over 

everybody.  Well, how come everybody else ain’t got what you got?  
They don’t have the Lord over them.  So there’s got to be 
something so special about you, because they got the same God 
you got.  And look how well you’re doing.  That’s the same God, 
look how good you’re looking. 

 
 So if it’s the same God, and I’m looking much better than they’re 

looking and I’m doing much better, then it’s got to be me.  That’s 
the difference, it’s got to be me.  There’s got to be -- so the hardest 
deceitful of malice, the heart is deceitful about all things.  First, 
you have to recognize the truth.  And that’s why when you read 
the daily proclamation, that the first few paragraphs of the daily 
proclamation that you read every day, it deals with combating 
pride. 

 
 And that last sentence in that number one, it says, “I can do all 

through Christ who strengthens me and that I can do nothing 
successfully without you oh God.”  When you understand that it 
is by the power and the divine orchestration of God, I mean, when 
you understand that and you give God the praise and the credit 
for everything in your life.  See, one good thing about me, about 
me not taking credit for success is it pushed a responsibility on 
the Lord.  Lord, if I’m doing what you said -- that’s you. 

 
 That’s what I tell the Lord.  As long as I’m doing what you said 

Lord, you got to have this because I’m in the wheel.  So when I’m 
in charge -- that’s the difference -- that’s a reason I have a relief 
when I’m going somewhere and I’m not in charge.  When I’m not 
in charge, something will go wrong, ain’t my fault.  I don’t have to 
deal with it, I don’t have to figure it out.  So when I’m in charge, 
and something goes wrong, I have to figure out what to do about 
it.  And then if it goes wrong, I get the blame for it. 
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 So when I put it in God’s hand and give him the credit, he is in 

charge of that.  Second thing you must do is you must fight it 
mentally.  You can feel pride come up in you, you can feel it.  You 
can feel your next stiffening, your back straightening up, you can 
feel it.  And you see, people, you need a certain degree of self-
esteem but there is a balance between self-esteem and knowing 
that you are a child of God. 

 
 And then the other extreme, to believe in it is all you.  And when 

you feel the spirit of pride come up in you, you have to fight that 
feeling.  That’s why Jesus said, he said, hardly will a rich man 
and of the king above heaven, and I got a problem with that verse.  
Because I consider myself to be a rich man.  So I have to do -- I 
said, look, Jesus is -- I have one or two choices, get pulled which I 
just don’t want to do. 

 
 I’m just being honest, I don’t want to do that, I’m just being 

straight about it.  I just don’t want to do that.  There are some 
things, that’s why I don’t criticize that rich young ruler when 
Jesus went to him and said, “What must I do, master?”  He said, 
“Look, give up and give all your stuff to the poor.”  Oh, man.  Oh, 
Lord.  So I don’t understand that.  I’m not going to criticize that 
man because I don’t know anybody who has much that can do 
that.  The only folk who can do that is like the widow (00:33:49) 
she could do that.  I don’t know anyone have a whole lot who’s 
going to give up all that stuff and still living in hell.  Now, that 
would be different if you got two weeks to live, maybe I can do it 
then.  But if I got to -- so that thing is difficult. 

 
 It is difficult, so you have to fight it mentally.  So I know I’m not 

going to go that route, I’m just not.  And God told me, he said, 
“Don’t you preach to the people anything you can’t do.”  I can’t do 
it, so I’m not going to tell you just give up all your stuff and just 
going to say rich man heartily will enter the kingdom.  I’ve got to 
tell you how the rich can get into heaven, that’s the direction I 
have to go.  So I want to be all these other rich folk going to be 
busting hell wide -- there will be a lot of (00:34:34) with them. 

 
 But I want to be the one rich man, I want to be the one rich man 

that’s going to squeeze on into the kingdom of heaven.  So I got to 
know how to do that.  One of the things that you have to do is you 
have to have the ability to control your pride.  And when you feel 
the thing rising up within you, you have to be able to recognize it 
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and to fight this feeling mentally and spiritually to lower your 
pride and to get you into humility. 

 
00:35:07 
 
  God talks in the bible about how he will exhaust it (00:35:11) he 

got diverse in there by 10 or 12 times in all different writer.  So 
it’s heavy on God’s heart about this pride.  Third thing you need 
to do is this, you need to ask for help among the saints.  James 
5:16 says, “Confess your faults to one another and pray one for 
another that you may be healed.  The effectual fervent prayer of 
a righteous man availeth much.”  I have a problem with pride and 
I would like to ask you all people to pray for me.  I knew, that’s 
plain -- you got to further recon, I have a problem with that.  I can 
feel that stuff flushed over, just pride of what you’ve done.  I can 
feel it. 

 
 I have a problem, so I want to ask you all to turn -- ask the person 

next to you, would you please pray for the pastor?  So would you 
please pray for the pastor.  You got to recognize and see.  You have 
to recognize when you have some issues because if you ignore 
them and -- or if you don’t want to change him, that’s something 
that you’re all proud of.  And I’m proud and I’m proud.  So if you 
don’t want to change, then that’s another story but you have to 
know scripture and you have to know God’s word with it.  And 
you have to know God’s will, so I have a problem with pride. 

 
 So number three is just ask for help among the saints.  So you all 

please, pray for me.  And number four, comes from what God told 
me directly.  And as God told me that I would -- my problem was 
pride.  I said, “Well, Lod.”  I said, “How do I handle that thing?  
What do I do about it?”  And see, when God tells you something if 
you earnestly seek, he will give you an answer. 

 
 And this is what he told me, he said, “Service of the lowly.”  I said, 

“Well Lord, where do find a lowly?”  And he said, Buttermilk 
Bottom.”  Now for those of you who don’t live in the Atlanta area 
Buttermilk Bottom is an old kind of catch phrase or slang for 
place that represented the bottom or kind of the deep ghetto. 

 
 And when I received that, it’s been years ago.  I was telling my 

brother James about it and we actually got in the car to go to 
Buttermilk Bottom.  And I remember my father telling me that 
he used to throw papers in Buttermilk Bottom and he told me 
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where it was.  And we drove over to Buttermilk Bottom and we 
rode down the wonder and asked somebody, “Is this Buttermilk 
Bottom? 

 
 And the man says, “No, this is not Buttermilk --”  He said, 

“Buttermilk Bottom is over there on the other side of town.”  He 
told me where, so we drove over there.  And saw some people 
walking around, we asked them and say, “Is this Buttermilk 
Bottom?” They said, “No, there’s no Buttermilk Bottom here.”  
And they sent us -- we went to four different places.  And every 
place that we went told us, Buttermilk Bottom was somewhere 
else. 

 
 And man, I begin to understand that Buttermilk Bottom is 

everywhere.  And see, people -- when you help the lowly, it will 
help you reduce your pride.  See, because when you get down with 
people who really need help, they can’t pay you for it.  And often 
times, the more troubled people are in and the further away from 
God demoting all -- you’re not going to get the respect of a 
preacher. 

 
 Hey, you’re going to catch it down in there.  So God was saying, 

you have to get around some people who really need me.  And 
they’re not going to praise you, they’re not going to be able to 
shower you with anything.  So he said, “That’s what you need to 
do, to help control your pride.” 

 
 I still have not gone to work in Buttermilk Bottom. But I know I 

got to go and I remember I was driving there a year later and I 
saw a sign over near the Civic Center, right in front of the Civic 
Center, there was a little green signage that said, Buttermilk 
Bottom.  Now, they have torn down most of the houses that were 
in the slum range and that it got a nice condos and townhomes.  
So it’s no longer, but I understand the concept of what God was 
telling me.  So just service of the lowly. 

 
 Service, that’s why Jesus, people, do you remember what Jesus 

did with the disciples when he got down and took a basin of water 
and began to wash their feet?  Jesus said, look, if you want to -- 
I’m going to show you how to do this thing if you want.  That’s 
why he said, those among you, when the disciples are asking, 
which one of us is the greatest? 

 
00:40:02 
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  Why do you think they ask which one was the greatest? Pride.  

“Lord, which one of us can cast out these demons the best?  Which 
one of us can deliver the word the best?  Which one of us can heal?  
Lord, which one of us is the greatest?”  They were asking out of a 
spirit of pride.  This stuff affects everyone.  Jesus says, “Those 
among you who would be (00:40:28) great.”  He said, “Those 
among you who would be great must be the servant of all. 

 
 And Jesus got down and washed the disciple’s -- and people back 

in those days they didn’t have alligator shoes with socks.  They 
had sandals and they didn’t walk on concrete.  Those feet were 
dirty.  So Jesus got down and washed some dirty, mud encrusted 
and may not have been smelling in the best of the world.  He got 
down and washed feet to show the disciples how to deal with pride 
and how to move into a spirit of humility.  It’s something that all 
of us need to do.  And as you read the daily proclamation, oh God, 
I can do nothing successfully.  Now, you do some things without 
God. 

 
 But I can’t do anything successful.  If God is not in it, it is destined 

to ultimately fail in one form or several forms.  I can do nothing 
successfully without you oh God.  And I leave you with this final 
verse and it’s Romans 12:16, and it kind of sums up the spirit of 
humility and it simply says this in the new living translation.  
“Live in harmony with each other.  Don’t try to act important but 
enjoy the company of ordinary people and don’t think you know it 
all.” 

 
 That’s the verse.  “Live in harmony with other people.  Don’t try 

to act important but enjoy the company of ordinary people and 
don’t think you know it all.”  Saints, we have some work to do in 
the area of our pride.  Moses was the meekest man in all of the 
earth and we can reduce our pride. 

 
 Let me tell you what else I will help you with.  All the emotional 

hurt, fundamentally, psychologically comes out of ego.  When you 
are humble, you can get hurt to easy.  When you’re really proud, 
you’re sensitive.  When you puff up, it’s like a balloon, you become 
sensitive to pricks.  If you’re real proud, you cannot take criticism 
very well.  You sense it and you just puff up and you’re like this 
big puffer fish.  And the minute there is a prick, pow, all the hurt 
fundamentally comes out of ego, emotional hurt. 
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 So if we can learn to get humble and to put things our success and 
our faith is in God’s hand, it will reduce our pride and increase 
our humility.  It will reduce our sensitivity and as a result, our 
pain.  The bible says that pride precedes a fall.  And if you’re not 
really proud, you can’t fall very far.  Pride, stiff-necked saints.  
Bow your heads. 

 
 Dear Heavenly Father, we simply pray that upon this day thy 

word can minister unto our next.  It’s why we come before you 
dear Father with a bowed head. It is bent at the neck to indicate 
that we submit, that it is not us, that it is not I, that it is not me.  
But it is thee, oh God, that has blessed me, that has granted me, 
that has endowed me, that has empowered me.  It is not me, it is 
thee.  Help us all to know this fundamental truth, so that we don’t 
fall to the same snare that Lucifer fell through.  So that we don’t 
fall to the same snare that Adam and Eve fell.  So that we don’t 
fall in the same manner with the same trick.  Help us to see the 
truth, and to see the light and to become among the remnant of 
the humble saints.  Thy son Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen. 

 
00:45:50 


