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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word. Amen, 
Amen, amen, amen. Today we are dealing with the second message out of seven messages 
dealing with the 40-Day Miracle series; and if you want to know what that is, go to 40day.com. 
This program is put together to bless and benefit your mind, your body and your spirit. It will 
change you like never before; you will never be the same. It involves 40 days of fasting, fasting 
from the seven deadly sins, pride, envy, gluttony lust, anger, greed and sloth. And when you rid 
yourself of these things, there will be a change that will take place in your life. There is 
something powerful about the number 40, significant events all through the Bible that happened 
after 40 days and during 40 days, and it will be no different in your life,  40 days for a miracle in 
your life. Go to 40day.com. 
 
Well, this is a second message, and this message is on envy, envy. I want to use as our subject 
today “You Got It, I Want It”, “You Got It, I Want It,” envy. Open your Bibles to the book of 
James. The book of James is the only Scripture we will really take time to read, and I will give 
you some other references on this subject of envy. The voice of envy, what it says is, “You got it, 
but I want it.” James 3, Verse 14, we’ll begin with Verse 14. James, Chapter 3, Verse 14, we will 
read Verse 14 through Verse 16. When you get there, say “Amen”. James, Chapter 3, Verse 14 
through Verse 16, let’s read that together in unison. Ready? Read. “But if ye have bitter envying 
and strife in your heart, glory not and lie not against the truth. This wisdom descended not from 
above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish” -- or that word “devilish” means “demonic”. Isn’t that 
something? Envy, the Bible literally says, is demonic, is earthly. It‘s carnal, it’s fleshly; 
ultimately its roots are demonic. Verse 16, “For where envying and strife is, there is confusion 
and every evil work.” Notice, where envy is and where strife is, there is confusion and every evil 
work. 
 
What is this thing called envy that the Bible says is demonic, this thing called envy? The Bible 
just to give you some other references -- you do not have to turn there -- Romans 13:13 simply 
says in a nutshell, “Do not get involved with envy.” Galatians 5:26 basically says the same thing: 
“Do not get involved in envy.” I like Proverbs, Chapter 27 and Verse 4. Proverbs says this: 
“Wrath is cruel, anger is outrageous, but who can stand before envy?” I like that; it says envy is 
the worse one of all. Wrath is cruel, anger is outrageous; but it says, “My God, who can stand 
before envy? Envy is the worst of them all.” Proverbs 14:30 says: “A sound heart is the life of 
the flesh, but envy is rottenness in the bones.” Envy is rottenness in the bones. 
 
To give you a definition of envy, envy is “the feeling of displeasure produced by witnessing or 
hearing the advantage or prosperity of others”. It is a feeling of displeasure. When you hear 
somebody gets blessed, the feeling I got was, it makes you sick in your stomach. The moment 
you hear about somebody getting blessed and it gives you a sick feeling in your stomach; that is 
the spirit of envy that has roots in your life. When you hear the good fortune of someone else and 
you immediately begin to feel sickness in the stomach, that’s envy. 
 
Cain killed Abel because of envy. It wasn’t that God didn’t accept him; it was because God 
accepted Abel and He couldn’t bear the good fortune of Abel, and envy drove him. It made him 
sick with envy, and he killed and slew Abel as a result of envy. It was Abel’s good fortune but 
Cain couldn’t stand it and it drove him to murder, envy, envy, envious. So it is that feeling of 
displeasure, feeling of displeasure when you just hear about or witness somebody else being 
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blessed. I mean, if you just hear about it, it makes you sick. If you just hear about it, it makes you 
sick. That’s what envy is:  you hear about it, and it makes you sick. You hear about people that 
give a job, I’ll never forget this. We were at a family reunion one time, and one of the members 
in the family at the family reunion, she got up and she gave her testimony. She said, “I want all 
of you to know, I got a new job that I am making six figures a year.” You should have seen the 
envy going around the room. People, I mean, it was almost like vapor rising up from the ground, 
because they didn’t like her to begin with. And I mean, she stood there to gloat the fact that she 
got a new job paying six figures a year, man, I mean, you could just hear the teeth grinding in the 
room; and it was that the good fortune of somebody, but their spirit of envy and jealousy rose up, 
and it gripped so many people and they were just so angered, because someone else got blessed. 
Well, that’s what the spirit of envy is.  
 
It’s that spirit on the inside that says, ”That should be me. That should be me getting that. I am 
supposed to get that. I am next in line; that’s what I wanted.” And it’s that spirit of envy which 
when we see someone else get blessed, it’s something on the inside of us when envy is in charge 
that says, ”That should have been me. I should have gotten that. I should be making that. I should 
have gotten the promotion. I should have gotten the job, I should have gotten the new house. 
That’s the car I wanted.” Envy, when you are angered at the success, at the excelling of someone 
else, particularly when you yourself have not excelled in that area. 
 
I’ll never forget it, I was at church one time, and I was in Sunday School. Someone came in the 
class, and they announced that one of the other ladies at the church had become pregnant and 
was expecting. And everybody rejoiced except for one lady, and I will never forget it. She ran up 
the room and burst into tears, and when we went to go and find out what had happened, she said, 
“I want to get pregnant! I haven’t been able to get pregnant! Everyone else is having a baby but 
me! That should be my baby!” And now, I recognize that:  the spirit of envy. It was the spirit of 
envy, and this is what envy does. Envy looks at something and says “Should be me. You got it, 
but I want it.” Envy said, “I want what you have it, it should be mine!” That’s the spirit of envy. 
 
Now, envy is very close to jealousy; they are akin, but they are not the same. And here is the 
difference between envy and jealousy. Jealousy says, “I want the same as you have or the same 
type or the same sort.” Envy says, “I want to deprive you of what you have.” So jealousy says, “I 
want a husband like yours”; envy says, “I want your husband.” Do you see the difference? 
Jealousy says, “I want a car like yours”; envy says, “I want your car.” Jealousy says, “I want a 
house like yours”; envy says, “That should be my house; I should be the one living there.” So 
envy looks at the blessing and the prosperity of others, and it says, ”You got it, but I want it, you 
have what I want.” And envy really seeks to dispossess another and to take another’s blessing, 
and that’s what envy is. 
 
I have felt that spirit myself; and I know it is hard for you to believe, but I have. I am human. I 
fall, I make mistakes, I mess up. I know it is hard for some of you to believe that, but it happens. 
I will never forget, man, something I had wanted for a long time, I had been talking about it for 
years; but I wasn’t in a position to get it at that time, and so I just dreamed about it and talked 
about it and dreamed about it and talked about it. And all of a sudden somebody that I knew, 
they got what I wanted. And when I got news of it, man, something hit the pit of my stomach, 
and it wasn’t joy. I was angry, because I said, “That’s what I wanted. I am the one who has been 
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talking about it for years. I’ve dreamed of having it, and they pop up and get what I have always 
wanted? That’s mine! It’s not fair, that’s mine.” I didn’t know it at the time, but the spirit of envy 
had crept in. And if you don’t be careful, it will creep in on you; you don’t even realize it. But 
envy is there, and it raises its ugly head and you don’t even realize. You don’t even realize how 
easily, how subtly it creeps in. 
 
This is what the Bible says we are supposed to do. Romans 12:15 says:   “You are to rejoice with 
them that do rejoice.” One translation says, ”When other people are happy, you get happy with 
them. Share in the happiness of others.” That will keep you out of envy. Rejoice when others 
rejoice; rejoice, rejoice, rejoice. Don’t get mad, just because they got something; rejoice, because 
when you rejoice, you are saying, “God, they got theirs, now I am next in line. We got their 
blessing out of the way, so now it will be sooner for me to get my blessing.” Rejoice, you are 
sowing. You are sowing when you rejoice in the happiness of somebody else, in the good fortune 
of somebody else. When you rejoice with them, you are sowing; and then when your day comes, 
you will have somebody to rejoice with you. Glory to God. Rejoice, rejoice, get happy with other 
people. Share in their happiness. Share in their happiness. 
 
You know, it was interesting. I didn’t realize this, but it was envy that caused Jesus to be 
delivered over to be crucified. Envy, I didn’t realize it. The Bible records it two or three times. 
They delivered Him because of envy. The chief priests and the scribes, they were envious of 
Him. All of the crowds were talking about Jesus. They weren’t talking about the priests and the 
scribes any more. All of the crowds were now saying, ”Have you seen, have you heard the 
wisdom from Heaven? There is a Teacher among us. Have you seen the miracles? The lame are 
walking, the blind are seeing, the dead are being raised. Hear His teaching. I mean, the kingdom 
of God is here.” And they were jealous, they were envious, and all of the preachers were saying, 
“I froze Him. Let’s get some men and go after that man.” They were jealous of His ministry; 
they were envious of His ministry. They said, ”That should be us! They should be praising us! 
No one is coming to hear us any more. We haven’t done any miracles, we don’t have any signs! 
Everybody is following Him!” And it was because of envy that they delivered Him, they plotted 
to have Him crucified because of envy. 
 
Envy, envy - You got it, but I want it. That’s the voice of envy, you’ve got it, but I want it. Envy 
involves three things. Number one, it involves discontentment, or you become dissatisfied with 
what you have. And that’s because you are so busy looking at what everybody else has, and you 
start comparing. And so you see somebody that has something better than you, and then you start 
not wanting what you have yourself. So the first stage of envy is discontentment; you become 
dissatisfied with what you have, because you are so busy looking at somebody else and what 
they have. You start comparing. Well, let me give you this. You may not have everything you 
want, but you can want everything you have. That will keep you out of envy, when you start 
wanting everything you have; when you are thankful, you are thankful. I don’t have a 5 Series 
Mercedes like Pastor. I don’t. I mean, it’s nice, I’ve ridden in it. I mean, it really rides smooth, 
it’s nice, it’s sharp; I mean, it’s loaded. 4 Series, I’m sorry. He said he doesn’t have the 5 Series. 
But, you know, I’m thankful for what I have. I am thankful for what I have, and I want what I 
have, you know? So that keeps you out of envy when you stop comparing and start wanting what 
you have. Thank God for what you have. It may not be much, but thank God I’ve got that. Thank 
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God, thank God. Don’t compare, don’t compete and don’t complain, remember those three 
things. Don’t compare, don’t compete, don’t complain. 
 
Number two, the number-two stage of envy is resentment. After you become dissatisfied with 
what you have, then you start having ill will towards the person who has what you want, and you 
start resenting them, because they were blessed, because they have what you want and now ill 
feeling and you resent them for having what you want. 
 
Then the third part of envy is covetousness. Now, you have a strong desire to possess another 
person’s possession, and you begin to covet what they have. So those are the three stages: 
dissatisfaction or discontentment; and then resentment; and then covetousness. Those three 
things are all wound up in envy. Those three things are all there in envy. 
 
Now, when you go to 40day.com and you start on this program for the 40-day miracle, there is a 
proclamation there that you read out loud twice a day. And when you come to the section on 
envy, this is what it is going to say. It is going to say, “I will say nothing negative about anyone.” 
Now, this is the first thing to combat envy:  “I will say nothing negative about anyone. I will not 
gossip.” I will say nothing negative about anyone, and I will not gossip. Now, I have been doing 
this program for a few days, and I have found that I have been very quiet lately. When I had to 
stop talking about people and gossiping, I have found I didn’t have very much to say. I didn’t 
realize how much of my life involved talking about other people. Some of you all, I talk about all 
the time. And there I found myself, I found myself at lunch with my lunch buddy, we’re just 
sitting there eating quietly. There was nothing to talk about! Normally we’re naming names, and 
we are just talking about people and “Have you heard, did you hear about … guess what so-and- 
so did? Man, you won’t believe this,” and we are just talking about people at work, people at 
church; we are talking about everybody, and it makes for wonderful conversation. I mean, time 
goes by so fast when you are talking about people and, I mean, it feels great. And so since I 
haven’t been able to talk about people and gossip, I have been very quiet. My wife doesn’t even 
hardly know I am at home. I mean, I have just been quiet. I mean, I have been tested. I’ve heard 
some juicy things, and I’ve just been biting my lips and saying, “My goodness, glory, Jesus, 
hallelujah!” Oh, Man, it’s some good stuff. There was some good stuff and, man, I just had to 
bite my lip and keep quiet about it, not get involved; but that’s what you are going to learn on 
that proclamation, that you are not going to say anything negative, you are not going to gossip, 
you are not going to say anything bad about and not going to talk about anybody. 
 
And then the second thing it gives you is to compliment someone daily. And let me just say this. 
Just by you eliminating gossip and talking about people, the Bible says at 1 Peter 3:10: “You will 
see good days, and you will enjoy life.” You will see good days. It literally says your load will be 
lessened, and your life will be better. You’ll enjoy life better; you are going to have more life just 
by refraining your tongue from evil. And so this not only will keep you out of envy, this is going 
to enhance your life. This is the Word of God, 1 Peter 3:10, “You are going to see good days and 
enjoy good days and enjoy long life by refraining your tongue from evil.” 
 
So life will get better, literally. Life will get better. You ought to say that, “My life is getting 
better, because I’m refraining my tongue from evil.” That’s what the Word of God says, your life 
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will get better if you just stop using your tongue for evil. If you’ll refrain your tongue from evil, 
life gets better. 
 
Then, here is the second thing. The second proclamation is, “I will compliment somebody each 
day.” I am going to compliment somebody each day. Now, Ephesians 4:29 says: “Let no corrupt 
communication proceed out of your mouth but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it 
may minister grace to the hearer.” So in other words, it’s saying, “You shouldn’t say anything 
but things that are going to build up people, bless people, benefit people, help people, encourage 
people, lift the spirits of people.” And you know what? You can do all of those things in a 
compliment, just in a compliment. Just in a compliment, you can make somebody’s day. It is 
awesome to know the power of a compliment; that you have the power of making an emotional 
deposit into somebody’s bank account that will lighten their day and improve their life. You have 
the power to make a deposit into the emotional bank account of someone to bless, to empower 
their day, and at the same time it’s going to pay rich dividends back to your own emotional bank 
account. You’ll find that when you compliment people, not only did you make the person feel 
better, you are going to feel better yourself, because you are concentrating on good things, on 
positive things, and you will find your own life becoming more positive. You are going to find 
yourself looking for the good. In everyone you meet, you look for the good, and your life 
becomes positive. You feel good when you bless someone, and you walk away thinking about 
the way their eyes looked when you complimented them, the way they smiled, the way you made 
them feel, and you walk away feeling good! So even though you made an emotional deposit in 
their bank account, you also received dividends back into your own bank account, so both of you 
walk away happy! Both of you walk away full of joy! 
 
There was a woman, and I read her story. She said she was depressed, her life was going down 
fast. She said she was going through a terrible divorce, she said she had just been diagnosed with 
skin cancer, and she said her life was just sprawling downward; it was becoming dark and 
negative and dark and negative, and her life was just sinking. And she said somebody shared a 
simple thing with her, and it changed her life, and it had to do with compliments. She said it was 
very simple. She was to take five pennies when she would leave home everyday, put five pennies 
in her left pocket. During the day, she was to compliment somebody, and as she complimented 
somebody, she would take one penny for each compliment and then put it in the right pocket. 
She said the object is at the end of the day to go home with five pennies in your right pocket. She 
said when she began to do that, she said she began to go on complimentary hunts, hunting people 
to compliment. She said she would go to the grocery store, and she would go to restaurants and 
compliment the servers, those who served her. She would go to the gas station, and she would go 
to work, and at home, and at her friends’. And wherever she would go, she would be on a hunt, 
looking for someone to compliment. Whether it was a smile, whether it was a hairdo, whether it 
was the way somebody was dressed, whether it was an attitude, whether it was a good deed that 
they were doing or good job they were doing, she looked for something, and she said if you look 
hard enough at anybody, you’ll find something that you can compliment. 
 
One woman even thought about the devil, and she said, “I got to admit, at least the devil is 
persistent.” Even the devil has something you can compliment:  He is persistent! He will 
persistently destroy you if you let him. He will persistently come after you to destroy you, to 
steal and to kill and to destroy you. He is  persistent, you’ve got to admit that! So if you look 
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hard enough at anybody, you will find something to compliment them about. And she said when 
she started going home every day with five pennies in her right pocket just as the result of 
compliments, she said her life filled up with joy. She had a whole new zest for life. She became 
so positive, and she began to live a brand-new, changed life, just because she complimented 
people. 
 
I am out of time. But go to 40day.com, and get on this 40-Day Miracle Plan. It will change your 
life. You’ll be a brand-new person. You are going to be free, and you are going to walk and you 
are going to enjoy life and enjoy the blessings of God. Thank you for joining Brothers of the 
Word, because, Brother, you need the Word. 
 
Praise God, compliments, compliments. Mark Twain said, “A man could live for two months on 
one good compliment.” If somebody looks at you and says, ”You’re losing weight, aren’t you?” I 
believe you can live for three months on that one. I believe you can live for three months on that 
one. The man said a man can live for two months on one good compliment. Compliments, the 
power of a compliment, it will bless and empower your life. 
 
I was in a store one day, and I was buying some slacks. There was a young lady waiting on me, 
and she took me around to a few different styles of slacks, and then she pulled up this one 
particular style of slacks. She looked at me and checked me out, I saw her checking me out. She 
said, “Not everybody can wear this style of slacks right here. But,” she said, “looking at you, you 
have the physique and you have the muscular build.” She said… I could tell, she almost wanted 
to say, “You’re just fine, baby.” She said, “You ought to wear these.” She said, “You ought to 
buy these.” She said, “Not everyone can wear these. But,” she said, “looking at you, you can 
wear these.” I said, ”Let me see those slacks.” I said, “Let me see those slacks.” And you know, 
those are only kind of slacks I buy now. That lady sold me. She sold me on a compliment. She 
sold me on a compliment. On a compliment, she sold me. The power of a compliment, it will 
change your life from envy. It will change your life from even if you begin to just walk and not 
say any evil or talking about other people and complimenting people wherever you go. 
 
Praise God, thank God. Thank God for His Word. Thank God for His Word. 


