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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word. 
Amen, amen, amen.  
 
Stay tuned to today‘s message. Today is the seventh message out of seven in the 
series of the 40-Day Miracle, the 40-Day Miracle series, and this is a program that 
is found at 40day.com. This program will change your life. We already have people 
doing it, their testimonies that are already coming in; people are losing weight, 
people are being blessed with cars -- I mean, financial blessings, breakthroughs, all 
types of things are already beginning to happen, and this is just starting. So go to 
40day.com, and this program will train you to discipline your life. It will put you 
literally on a fast from the seven deadly sins, which are pride, envy, gluttony, lust, 
anger, greed and sloth. 40day.com, if you need a miracle, go get on this 40-Day 
Miracle that’s at 40day.com, 40day.com. 
 
Today, we are talking about the seventh of these seven deadly sins, which is sloth. 
Turn in your Bibles, if you will, to the book of 2 Thessalonians there in the          
New Testament, and please don’t tell me that you’re too lazy to turn there.               
2 Thessalonians, Chapter 3, and I’m going to read this from the New Living 
Translation Bible, because it reads it so clearly. This is just an inkling of what the 
Bible says about sloth; this is particularly the apostle Paul. 2 Thessalonians, 
Chapter 3 and read Verses 6 through 12 -- it’s going to read differently from the 
King James; this is the New Living -- but it reads as this: “And now, dear brothers 
and sisters, we give you this command with the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Stay away from any Christian who lives in idleness and doesn’t follow the tradition 
of hard work we gave you. For you know that you ought to follow our example. We 
were never lazy when we were with you. We never accepted food from anyone 
without paying for it. We worked hard day and night so we would not be a burden to 
any of you. It wasn’t that we didn’t have the right to ask you to feed us, but we 
wanted to give you an example to follow. Even while we were with you, we gave you 
this rule: ‘Whoever does not work should not eat.’ Yet, we hear that some of you are 
living idle lives, refusing to work and wasting time meddling in other people’s 
business. In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we appeal to such people and 
command them to settle down and get to work.” 
 
And I want to use that as a subject today, “Sloth - Busy Being Lazy” ... “Busy Being 
Lazy”. It’s interesting what he said, especially if you read it in the King James. He 
said, “You all are busybodies, but you aren’t working at anything. You aren’t doing 
anything. You’re busy being lazy.” And it was really odd, the way he said it; he said, 
“All of you are busy, there’s a lot of activity; you’re busybodies, but you’re idle. 
You’re not doing anything. You’re lazy.” 
 
I had never heard the name of Jesus used like this. We know that there is power in 
the name of Jesus. How many of you know there is power in the name of Jesus? I 
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mean, we are to use the name of Jesus to raise the dead, and to heal the sick, and to 
cast out demons. Is that right? We are to use the name of Jesus to pray, and things 
happen. But he used the name of Jesus -- he said, “In the name of Jesus, get to 
work!” You know what? He literally was commanding the spirit of laziness to leave 
people in the name of Jesus! 
 
Some of you need to go home and see your husband laying on the couch watching 
the football game and go, “In the name of Jesus, get up!” And he’ll probably look up 
and say, “Give me another beer over there.” 
 
Well, this is something about being lazy. Literally, sometimes it happens as a spirit. 
We are all lazy at different times. One way or another, we are all lazy in some way. 
But sometimes it’s a spirit that can just come over you. One man said that he went 
through a period in his life where he went through a period of laziness. And he said 
he didn’t know what it was, he couldn’t explain it. It’s almost like the spirit of 
fullness that the pastor said. He said it was weird. So just as you can get a spirit of 
fullness to keep you full, you can get a spirit of laziness that will cause you not to do 
anything. And he said he was just lethargic. He said he would just lay in the bed 
until 12:00 o’clock every day. He said he would have a job, and he would just quit 
the job for no reason. He said he had a chair in his living room, and he would just sit 
there for hours at a time doing nothing, just sitting there looking at the wall. He 
said he was just lazy; he said he didn’t cut any grass, he didn’t do anything around 
the house. And he said he knew it; but he was just so lethargic, he was challenged, 
and he said he knew it was a spirit, a spirit of laziness. 
 
He said suddenly he began to pray about it. And he said over the course of about a 
year, God finally delivered him from that spirit of laziness. He said he had to pray. 
He said, “God, I repent for being lazy. I repent for being lazy.” You see, God intends 
for us to work and have meaningful work, to be fulfilled and to use what He has 
given us. So he repented for being lazy, and then he said, “God, I want to be 
diligent.” He began confessing, “I am a diligent man” every day, “I am a diligent 
man.” He said one day he was in his garage working on something, and he got 
frustrated, and he said he just quit the project and said, “Forget it.” And he said as 
he walked out, the Lord spoke to him and He said, “I thought you were a diligent 
man. You said diligent men didn’t quit.” He said, “You start something, you ought to 
finish it.” So he repented, and he went back in that garage and finished the project; 
and he said he felt so good to complete something that he started. 
 
Well, it’s literally a spirit of laziness that can come over us if we are not careful. So 
this is one of the seven deadly sins, and this was why we are warned against 
laziness, better known as sloth as one of the seven deadly sins.  
 
So here in 1 Thessalonians, Chapter 4 and Verse 11, something else had happened. 
The people had gotten saved, and when they got saved, they quit working. They felt 
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like Jesus was on His way back soon; and so they got saved, and they just quit 
working; everyone just laid around singing hymns, waiting on Jesus to return. 
 
And the apostle Paul addressed them, and he let them know that, no, you need       
to get to work. You need to go to work. Here’s something the Bible says at                
1 Thessalonians, Chapter 4, Verse 11. Sometimes we have the idea that when we 
get saved, we can just take it easy; we don’t have to work any longer; we can just 
wait on Jesus to come back. But here’s what 1 Thessalonians, Chapter 4, Verse 11, 
says. It says, “Work hard, just as we taught you to. Then you will be respected by 
people who don’t even know Christ.” So he said, ”Don’t worry about trying to 
witness to your boss on the job. Don’t worry about trying to share Jesus with your 
boss on the job.” Paul said, “Work hard. Work hard.” He says, “Even people who 
don’t know Christ will respect you for the work that you do.” So he said, “Let your 
work be a witness to Christ.” So hard work represents Jesus Christ. It is supposed 
to represent Jesus Christ, not laziness. It is a shame that we have allowed laziness 
to represent Christ. Paul said, if anything, he won’t even hire anyone who comes in  
talking about Jesus, because he says he knows they are not going to do any work! 
 
So don’t go to work talking about Jesus. No, do your job. Get down on top. Work 
harder than anybody else, and then your boss is going to pull you to the side and 
say, “What is this that‘s causing you to go beyond the call of duty? What is this 
spirit of excellence? Why are you working so hard for me, when everyone else is 
goofing off? I haven’t given you a raise; I haven’t honored you. Why are you pouring 
yourself out so exemplarily around here?” Then that is your door to let him know 
about Jesus. That’s your door to let him know about Jesus. 
 
So the apostle Paul said, “Take hard work, and use it as a witnessing, too. Put 
yourself out, get busy. Get busy at your job. Be the best worker in your company. Be 
known for hard work and for services and for being effective and getting a job done. 
When your company needs something done, your name ought to be the one that will 
pop up. They’ll say, ‘That’s the one I’m going to get, because I know they will do the 
job. I know they will take care of business.’” 
 
But so often, when you want to talk about somebody taking care of business, you 
don’t want to think about somebody who’s Halleluiah all the time and happy and 
talking about Jesus and sharing the Bible, because normally they are slothful. They 
are lazy, and we have given a bad light to Christ. Let’s turn this thing around, and 
maybe Pastor Nathaniel will hire some of us. Just lazy?  We can give you 
employment raving as Christians coming into his company, just lazy? 
 
If we change and begin to work hard and not to be slothful, one father said his 
daughter was so lazy that she wouldn’t even empty the trashcan in her computer. 
You have to be a computer person to get that joke. 
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Well, what is this word, sloth? Where does it come from? Pastor Nathaniel told me 
that. He said sloth is literally an animal, and I didn’t know that. He said he saw it 
when he was over in the rainforest. He saw the sloth in the trees. So I went and did 
a little research on the sloth, the animal the sloth, and it’s very interesting. A sloth 
is about the size of a large housecat, and they live up in the trees. They are the 
slowest-moving animal on Earth. I mean seriously, they are absolutely the slowest- 
moving animals on Earth. In fact, they said if they put a sloth down on the ground 
and if that sloth walked one kilometer, it would take him a month to walk one 
kilometer. How many of you know that’s slow? That’s slow. And so these sloths, 
here’s the thing. They move slow, because it is a part of their defense mechanism 
against predators. A lot of predators can’t see very well, but they can sense motion. 
So when they sense motion, they can launch right on a prey, because the prey is 
moving. Well, sloths move so slow, the predators can’t notice they are moving. So 
it’s really their survival; it’s what God gave them to survive; that’s their protection 
system. They move so slow, when they move like this, see, the tiger can’t even see 
them moving. They just barely go. I mean, they move so slow, you can’t pick them 
out. If you put a sloth in front of a motion detector, the alarm would never go off. 
They move so slow, their motion cannot be detected, and so that protects them from 
their predators. 
 
So turn to your neighbor and say, “Are you a sloth?” I know some of you women say, 
“I think I married that animal. In fact, he’s at home right now watching the football 
game.” 
 
 Well, they move very slowly; they move very slowly, and they sleep a whole lot. The 
average sloth sleeps 15 hours a day, and they hang upside-down on a tree limb; they 
live most of their lives hanging upside-down on a tree limb; they sleep 15 hours a 
day. 
 
So that’s what a sloth is. They just sleep 15 hours a day and then get up and move 
slow. It sounds like some of your husbands, doesn’t it? So that’s what a sloth is. So 
this is where that word comes from. It means slow, sluggish, lazy, good-for-nothing 
bag of bones. 
 
Here’s what one man said. One man said this, he said, “It’s true that hard work 
never killed anybody. But I figure, why take the chance? Jimmy Lyons said this, he 
said, “Tomorrow is the only day in the year that appeals to a lazy man.” Henry Clay 
said, “The time will come when winter will ask you, ‘What were you doing all 
summer?’” 
 
We are all lazy. In some form, some fashion, some way, at some time or another, 
we’re all lazy. If you think about it, all of the major inventions that we have had, 
when you really boil it down, they have invented things because they were lazy. 
They had to find a easier way to do things that required less work. So that’s why 
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you have automobiles, because people got tired of walking. So when you’re lazy, you 
get very creative. You start thinking of ways to do it easier. So that’s why they 
created automobiles; they got tired of walking. You think about it. Dishwasher, 
somebody got tired of doing the dishes; washing machines. You see, back in the old 
days, people were very active. They scrubbed clothes with a washboard, and they 
washed pots, and then they got out in the backyard and cut firewood. Now, we just 
go to Kroger and buy a Duraflame log, go home and throw it on the fireplace and 
light a match to it.  
 
And so we lost a lot of our activity, and as a result, we are sicker because we are not 
exercising, because we are not doing those day-to-day chores like they used to do 
before we got all of these inventions, and all of these things were invented to make 
things more convenient and to put you more at ease. Everything is now to make it 
convenient for you and to put you more at ease. 
 
And so God says, “Be careful. Don’t allow that spirit now to corrupt you.,” And 
particularly where sloth is concerned, literally, sloth is spiritual laziness. It is not 
necessarily talking about you laying around not doing anything. Sloth is literally 
talking about spiritual laziness; spiritual laziness. Sloth doesn’t mean you’re not 
doing anything; but it just means you are not doing the things that you should be 
doing. That’s what sloth is from a spiritual standpoint. You’re busy, but you’re idle. 
You’re busy, but you’re idle. Busyness connected with sloth is an enemy to the 
things of God, because you’re so busy, you use your busyness as an excuse not to 
pray. I’m too busy. See, you are not lazy in terms of laying down; but sloth now 
means when you fail to do the things that you should be doing, that makes you 
slothful. So we’re busy, and we hide in our busyness, and we literally use busyness 
as an excuse for sloth. So, “I’m busy, I’m busy. I don’t have time to read my Bible. 
I’m busy.” No, in God’s eyes, you are slothful because even though there is a lot of 
activity -- and this is what Paul noticed -- Paul says, “You are busy being lazy. You 
are busy being spiritually lazy.” This enters into the realm of sloth. So we make 
excuses; we make excuses. Lazy people always make excuses. One wife told her 
husband, “When are you going to fix the roof?” He said, “Well, when it’s raining, I 
can’t fix it; and when it’s not raining, it doesn’t need fixing.” See? You cannot argue 
with a lazy person. They have real good excuses. That’s what the Bible says. The 
Bible says, “It takes seven men of wisdom to try to handle one lazy man.” So you 
cannot argue him because of his excuses. A lazy man is clever for excuses. He makes 
up a reason why he can’t do something. He always has a good excuse. 
 
Stop the excuses! Stop being lazy! Stop being slothful! And now, God wants us to be 
fervent, to be diligent, in the things of God. Now, when you go to 40day.com and you 
get on this 40-Day Miracle Program, it gives you a simple remedy against spiritual 
laziness known as sloth. The first key simply tells you to make sure that you have a 
regimen and a schedule of reading your Bible and praying each and every day. 
Here’s a very simple formula that it gives you in the program:  you should read your 
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Bible and pray the number of minutes that equal your age in years. So if you are   
40 years old, you should read and pray a total of 40 minutes a day. Now, here’s the 
way that is broken up and divided to make it easy for you, because we know you’re 
lazy so we had to make it a little easier. See? Everything is always to make it easy. 
We are always looking for something easy to do. Now, if you’re 40 years old, you’ve 
got to have 40 minutes total of Scripture reading and prayer each day. So if you’re 
40 years old, this is the way you break it up:  you pray ten minutes in the morning; 
you read your Bible ten minutes in the morning. Now, see, half of your work is done. 
Before you go to bed, you pray ten minutes before you go to bed, and you read your 
Bible ten minutes before you go to bed. That’s forty minutes for that day. So you 
take your age in years, and that equals the number of minutes that you are to give 
yourself to prayer and study of God’s Word each and every day. Now, once you do 
the calculation on your age and you divide it by four, if you come up with a fraction, 
round it up to the next number. So if you come up to where your calculation equals 
nine-and-a-half minutes because of your age, just round it up to ten minutes. Don’t 
be too lazy to throw in an extra thirty seconds. So round it up thirty more seconds to 
the nearest minute. Always round up. If you have a fraction in your age when you 
divide it by four, round it to the next minute. 
 
But you do that, and you start spending that time with God, you’re going to realize 
after a while that it is no longer going to be a chore. You see, one way to battle 
laziness is to be eager to do something. See, it is the eagerness that battles laziness. 
After a while, you’ll start enjoying it. You’ll start looking forward to it. See, when 
you enjoy something, the time goes by. You’ll find yourself going over your time. 
When you are enjoying, when you are in love and you call your girlfriend or your 
boyfriend and you’re in the first stages of love, you don’t have to sit and look at your 
watch to make sure you talk to them at least fifteen minutes. No, the hours fly by. 
They fly by. And so when you start enjoying your time and your fellowship in prayer 
and in reading the Word, it will counteract spiritual laziness known as sloth. Once 
you get it defeated in that area, then it spills over into other areas of your life, 
because now you are attuned to God. And so now when God tells you to do 
something, you can do it; you won’t be lazy. That sloth is simply not doing what you 
are supposed to do. So when God drops in your heart to do something, you will do it, 
because you’re no longer lazy. 
 
See, you can be busy and still be lazy. So don’t get caught up in being so busy. If 
you’re too busy to spend time with God every day, you are too busy. You are too 
busy, and you will notice that your life will begin to change once you begin to make 
that daily commitment to do your minutes twice a day to equal your age in minutes. 
So do that on a daily basis, and you are going to find sloth dissipating out of your 
life. 
 
We have gotten so lazy. I was even looking at a commercial, and I told my wife at 
that time -- this was before I studied this -- I said, “I want to get some of that 
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product.”  It was a product called Electrasol for the dishwasher. And I mean this is 
lazy as you can get. They said when you get ready to put your dishes in the 
dishwasher, you don’t even have to scrape your plate. You just stick them in there 
full of food. I said, “It can’t get any better than that.  want to get a bottle of that 
stuff. You don’t even have to scrape your plate, they said. See, notice, the world is 
always trying to make it more convenient, more easier for you to have to do less and 
less work. So they said, “Don’t even worry about scraping your plate. You just put 
this Electrasol in there, and as soon as you’re done eating, just shove them in the 
dishwasher, turn it on, and we’ll clean the dishes for you.”  
 
Praise God! I am out of time. But please go to 40day.com, and get on this 40-Day 
Miracle Program. It will change your life. I’m telling you, if you need a miracle, you 
need this 40-Day Miracle Program at 40day.com. Thank you for joining Brothers of 
the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word. 
 
Praise God, praise God. Praise God. Praise God. I didn’t even get into half of the 
message concerning laziness. The Bible is full of Scripture about the sin of sloth and 
laziness and what it does. The Bible says that poverty will come to a lazy man like 
an armed robber. Poverty will rip you off when you’re lazy. Poverty will come. 
 
The Bible says that a lazy man is brother to a destroyer. He is brother to a 
destroyer, and I realize why:  because laziness destroys your life. It destroys your 
potential; it destroys your gifts; it destroys all of your talents; it destroys your 
dreams. It literally makes your life a wasteland. There is no difference. In fact, the 
Bible says in Proverbs, one man said this in Proverbs. He said, “I went by the field 
of a lazy man,” and he said it taught him a life lesson. He said when he looked at 
the lazy man’s field, it looked the same as if a destroyer had come by there and 
destroyed it. There’s no difference between a destroyer and a lazy man. If you had a 
beautiful field and somebody came by there and set it on fire and destroyed it, that 
is no different than a lazy man who lies there idly, not tending to the field. He said 
when he saw the field, it was overgrown with weeds, the walls were broken down. 
He said it was symbolic of life. All of the advantages and opportunities were missed. 
All of the produce that could have come out of that field never came out. Everything 
that could happen in your life will never happen if you are lazy. And it’s like a 
barren field, broken walls and a lazy man just lying there, looking at all of it. A lazy 
man is brother to a destroyer. Laziness will destroy your life. Laziness will destroy 
your life. 
 
The Bible says one man was so lazy that when he’s eating, he puts his hand into the 
plate. He was so lazy, he won’t even return his hand to his mouth. That’s lazy. That 
is lazy. The Bible says that as a door turns on its hinges, so does a lazy man turn 
over in the bed; laziness, laziness, laziness. 
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But, poverty, poverty comes to lazy people; prosperity comes to those who are 
diligent. A lazy man always wishes for something; but the Bible says he will never 
get it, he only wishes. He is always wishing, but he will never get it. It is the man 
who will get up and do something that will have something in life. Praise God. 
Praise God. Thank God for His Word. 


