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Welcome to Brothers of the Word. Because brother, you need the word. And today, 
we are still in the midst of the battle series, this is part 8. And today, actually will 
serve not just as a part of the battle series but as a part of the series for those who 
are doing the 40 Day Miracle and 42. 42 now is several years old and the 40 Day 
Miracle, well, over 100,000 people around the globe have done it and it's a part of 
the 40 Day Miracle than 42 at Do42.com. The requirement is that you have to listen 
to the seven messages that are preached on the seven deadly sins at least two times. 
And now we have people who follow the instructions and they do 42 on January 1st 
and on July 1st and they've been listening to the same seven messages, two times 
over and over and over and there as I was in the middle of the battle series in the 
one that I recently preached called, “Temper, Temper Dealing with Anger,” and as 
God, He says, “The battle for most people is really within.”  I realized that those 
same seven deadly sins  are a part  of  our internal  battle,  of  the things that  we 
struggle with.

So for those who are doing 42, this will give you a second set of messages so you can 
listen to the first messages and then the second set of messages. And at least it will 
give you some variety and an additional insight. And as a part of the battle series, 
the first was, Know Your Enemies. The second, Know Your Weapons.  The third, 
Know Your Allies. The fourth, Be Patient My Child. The fifth, The Battle against 
Destruction. The sixth, Temper, Temper, Dealing With Anger. The seventh, Know 
When to Fight a Battle and today's message, the battle against pride.

Now, you can go to BrothersOfTheWord.com and hear the entire series, simply click 
on series, but today, the battle against pride. Proverbs 6:16 says, “These six things 
that the Lord hate, yea, seven are an abomination under Him.” And he begins to 
enumerate and list out those seven things, and these are the seven things the Lord 
hate, and these are the things that are detestable that are in abomination. And the 
first one in the list, usually, when you're going to list out a list, you're going to start 
in the order of predominance. You're going to start with the thing that’s closest to 
your heart first and the first thing that God lists among these seven things that are 
detestable to Him, the first one He lists is a proud look. A proud look and this is a 
Brother point.

It has often been said that pride has been called the national religion in hell. The 
national religion in hell, pride can take you if the devil can get you proud. He's got 
you. If the devil can get you puffed up, he’s got you. And there was once a deacon, he 
was teaching Sunday school and he was just full of himself. And as he was teaching 
the kids, he proudly stood there and he said, "Do you know why people call me a 
Christian?  Do  you  know  why?”  And that’s  he  was  strutting  around  asking  the 
children, he was expecting them to say, "Oh, it is because you walk so upright.” 
“Oh,  because  you  were  so  good,  Deacon.”   “Oh,  it  is  because  you  pray  so  well, 
Deacon.”  “Oh, it is because”-- He said, “Do you know why they call me a Christian?” 
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And no one said. And he said, “Do you understand? Do you know why they call me a 
Christian?” And finally after asking about three or four times, a little boy in the 
back raised his hand. And he said, “Maybe it's because they don’t know you.”

And you see our pride sometimes and our puffed up in this. If people really knew us, 
if you could tell everything, then maybe you wouldn’t be so proud and maybe you 
wouldn’t be so strident because we don’t tell the dark side of things. We only tell the 
good stuff. You don’t hear for brag in about the stuff where they have messed up. So 
if  we  knew the whole  story  to  the  world,  it  will  be  different.  Pride  can get  us 
sometimes in all kind of areas. 

There was a little boy and he was playing baseball by himself and he said, "I'm the 
greatest hitter in the world." And he had the ball and he threw the ball up and he 
swung, whoosh! It missed. He said, "I am the greatest hitter in the world." And he 
threw the ball up again and he took another mighty swing. Whoosh! Strike two. He 
said, "I am the greatest hitter in the world.” And he dug his feet on the ground and 
he got rid and took his stance and he threw the ball up again and whoosh! Strike 
three. And then the little boy stood up and he said, “I am the greatest pitcher in the 
world.” Pride can get us home run or strike out.

Now, there are several different kinds of pride and the one we are perhaps most 
familiar  with,  it's  what’s  called  the  pride  of  superiority  and  the  pride  of 
accomplishment. And to be perfectly honest about it, people sometimes, you have 
accomplished  a  lot  and  sometimes  it  gets  all  better.  That’s  just  know  to  and 
sometimes it's  just real.  It  turns that  person is  determined.  Sometimes I'm just 
good. You know, that’s just too -- I mean and just the reality of it. Sometimes, you 
are just good and there are sometimes people, when you are just better than other.

We had Charles King stand up here and he just written that song so fast. He sings 
the way better than I do, there's just no question about it. And sometimes if Charles 
hear me try to hit it, sometimes I'm not saying he does but this could happen with a 
lesser man.  He could get home and say, "You know, I'm just bloated,” tights all the 
past, and he can't sing within water sometimes. And there's just no question about 
it. This man is a much better singer than I am without question. Sometimes people, 
you’re  just  good.  And  we  have  the  pride  of  superiority  and  the  pride  of 
accomplishment. Some of you are students in school and some of you are just ultra 
smart and sometimes you are smarter than the person sitting next to you, and it's 
hard. You got 100 on your test and you're looking over them and they have a 50 on 
that  test  and you realized,  you're  just  smarter  than the other.  It's  the  pride of 
superiority and the pride of accomplishment.

Over in Deuteronomy Chapter 8, beginning at the fifth verse and I'm just glad to 
read all of these, the New King James Version.  It begins, “You should know in your 
heart that as a man chastens his son, so the Lord your God chastens you. Therefore, 
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you shall keep the commandments of the Lord your God, to walk in His ways and to 
fear Him. For the Lord your God, is bringing you into a good land, a land brooks of 
water, of fountains and springs that flow out the valleys and hills, a land of wheat 
and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey, a 
land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a 
land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper.”

“When you have eaten and are full,” I want you to hear this now because actually, 
we say our grace backwards. The Bible tells you, “When you have eaten and are full, 
then you shall bless the Lord your God for the good land which He was given you.”

See, it's easy for us to praise God and thank God when we’re hungry. But God says, 
“When you have eaten and you are full, then you shall bless the Lord for the good 
land He has given you.” He says, "Beware that you do not forget the Lord your God 
by  not  keeping  His  commandments,  His  judgments,  and  His  statutes,  which  I 
command you today, lest, when you have eaten and are full and have built beautiful 
houses and dwell in them, and when your herds and your flocks multiply and your 
silver and your gold are multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied. When your 
heart is lifted up, and you forget the Lord your God who brought you out of the land 
of Egypt from the house of bondage.”

Let me put that 14th verse the way the message the Bible says it. “Make sure that 
you don’t become so full of yourself and your things that you forget God.” And it 
continues, “Who led you through that great and terrible wilderness, in which were 
fiery  serpents  and  scorpions  and  thirsty  land  where  there  was  no  water;  who 
brought water for you out of the flinty rock; who fed you in the wilderness with 
manna, which your fathers did not know, that He might humble you and that He 
might test you, to do you good in the end. Then you say in your heart.”

And  this  is  the  problem  that  we  get  when  we  have  superiority  and 
accomplishments. Then say you in your heart may not tell the folk this, may not say 
it  publicly  but  inside  you,  you  say this  in  yourself.  You say it  to  yourself,  “My 
power”. Because it’s time that I brought wrote you to all of this. And I sent you to do 
some of this stuff to humble you. “I sent you; I made you hungry because I knew 
some of you were too proud to begin with.  I  sent you through all  these stuff  to 
humble you and then when I finally give you this stuff you say within yourself, ‘My 
power’.”  And the might  of  my hand have  gained me this  wealth and  you shall 
remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth. That 
He may establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this date. 
Then it shall be, if you by any means forget the Lord your God, and follow other 
Gods, and serve them and worship them, I testify against you this day that you 
shall surely perish. As the nations which the Lord destroys before you, so shall you 
perish because you would not be obedient to the voice of the Lord your God.
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God says, “I have multiplied.” “I have blessed.” “I have given you all this”, then you 
say within yourself, “Look what my power and my might and my mind and my hard 
work has brought me.” Do you know it is hard for God to bless some of us? It's hard 
for God to bless some of us because if God blesses some of us with too much, some of 
us get puffed up being on out of shape, full of ourselves and forget where it came 
from.

And I understand sometimes why God has to hold back some blessings from some of 
his folk. There was a man here who constantly serves as an example for me.  You all 
know that not too long ago we had a congregation member who made an investment 
and it reaped a huge windfall, millions upon millions, upon millions of dollars. And 
some of you may have wondered, “Why did God bless this man, why not me?” Do 
you know every time I see this man, he hadn’t changed? He walks just as humble. 
We’re going out to go to eat not too long ago and we were going to the restaurant 
and he said he would follow me there and I was looking for his car so I couldn’t find 
him inside and drive on to the restaurant and then as he was there, I said, “Wait a 
minute, where is your other car?”  He said, “I drive my wife’s own car.”

Most of us, and when I say “most”, I’m not talking about 51%. Yeah, I’m not talking 
51%. Most of us, if God just blessed us with a million dollars, I’m not talking about 
multiple, multiple million. I’m just talking about a million and some of you I know, 
need and we’re close to that. Some of you are looking here at $10,000 in the bank 
right now. I mean if you had $10,000 in the bank, the Lord God Almighty, Jesus 
Christ himself would have to climb a ladder to say hello to you.

So some of us, and I understood why God made the choice of this man to bless with 
that because there are very few of us, and when I say “us” I include -- because I 
don’t think I could handle it worth to whom. There are very few of us who can 
handle when God truly blesses us heavily without totally changing and where we’re 
not evil where you can even recognize who we used to be. That’s why God had to 
write this in Deuteronomy. And look, “When I bless you don’t forget me and don’t go 
astray and don’t go and start doing all of the stuff you know you’re not supposed to 
do because now you think you don’t need me anymore.”

So pastor, we want blessings but how do we keep humble? How do we keep and 
understand always and stay in the reference to God? What do we do, how do we 
handle this stuff? I want to move to another level but how do I know when I get on 
that level or how do I keep my humility? How do I keep you in my sight? How do I 
keep your word in front of my eye? What do I do? You know I didn’t understand it 
until I was listening to a man talk of the other day about just prayer and meditation 
and  how  --  if  you  ever  study  eastern  meditation  what  they’ll  focus  on  in  the 
beginning Christianity didn’t tell you how to meditate. It’s this as meditate day but 
they didn’t tell you how to do it. And there are different methodologies but one of 
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the things that many of the Sciences who practice meditation they will always tell 
you, “Focus on your breathing.” 

I will tell you that if you want to learn to stay humble. When you get in your prayer, 
focus on your breathing and it's not a matter of trying some Eastern mystical stuff, 
this is what you need to keep in mind. Without God, you can’t even breathe. I don’t 
care what you have; I don’t care how famous you are; I don’t care whether you’ve got 
political power, business power, monetary power, physical power; I don’t care how 
strong you are. You may be able to live 400 pounds but without God, our God has to 
do and seek as you pray and as you’re there in the morning or in the night and as 
you take a deep breath, you don’t have to pay a damn for that ass. Now in that ass 
now chose as God said all God has to do and that’s why we need to breathe the 
breath of life into man. If God were to take that breath away and as all you need to 
just state on but just when you breathe. 

Now I want you to just try this. Now I want you to take two deep breaths. Come on, 
just two deep breaths. Now close your mouth. Sometimes you need to close your 
mouth just to hear God. Just close your mouth and pinch your nose here and try to 
breathe. See what happens. And I suppose God just cut your ass. See, we think it's a 
tragedy if our electricity gets cut off. Oh no, that’s not a big deal. Well we just came 
out and we spent a week over in Africa and as I was driving, I was noticing all of 
these houses and I was seeing the power lands along the road and I asked the 
driver. I said, “Look, I don’t see any lands going to the house.” And he said, “None of 
the  houses  have  electricity.  None  of  the  houses  have  electricity  here.   And the 
people are just as happy.”

So even if your electricity get cut off, big deal. It is not a big deal. But if your air 
gets cut off, see, if the thing God provides for you get cut off, you got a problem. So 
when you just pray and as you breathe, if you never forget it is God who provides 
me with this breath, and if we don’t understand how precious that is until we go to 
the hospital and we see someone who has trouble breathing, who has tubes running 
down, who’s on a ventilator and they came to breathe. Well you don’t appreciate 
what God has given you if you just take your breath and you understand that you 
can’t even breathe without God.

I’ve heard some people who will love and the woman has left them in the past. “I 
can’t  breathe without  this  woman,”  yes  you can.  Yes  you can.  You can breathe 
without that woman. You can breathe without that man, but you cannot breathe 
without God. So when you understand that, even Jesus, Jesus over in John 5:19 
says, “Then answered Jesus and said unto them, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, the 
Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do; for what things so 
ever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.” And on down in John He says 
again, “I can of mine own self do nothing.” Jesus understood that and that helped 
him to stay humble because as many people who were coming to Jesus, yes, they 
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touched the hem of his garment. And all the people that can blow a preacher up, 
that can blow a preacher up spiritual pride. Or it can blow you up and all of these 
folk coming to Jesus and Jesus, “Look, look I can't do anything, I can do nothing of 
myself only through the power of my father". 

What would Jesus do? We don’t say that.  Oh, let me show you what I've done. Let 
me show you what I can do. Let me show what my hard work has produced. You try 
to  produce  that  heart  work without  breathing.  You let  God take your resources 
away. You let God drove a man that He gave you.  You let God ship the door of 
opportunity. You let God turn off the faucet and then see what you can do.

I can do nothing,  not even please on my own. Proverbs 16:18 says, "Pride goeth 
before  destruction  and in  haughty  spirit  before  a  fall".  That  same verse  in  the 
message version says, "First pride then the crash-- the bigger the ego, the harder 
the fall". Let me put that as a brother point in the words of George Clinton, now 
George Clinton was not a -- I don’t think he was a very Christian man. He was the 
writer and the lead singer for Parliament Funkadelic, and what George Clinton has 
some great wisdom. So, this is a brother point from George Clinton. George Clinton 
put it  this  way,  "The bigger  the headache,  the bigger  the peal".  The bigger  the 
headache, the bigger the peal, when God has you and He has given you so much 
that you all  puffed up in pride,  that  your head has swollen and you know how 
sometimes you've had a real big migraine and it feels like your head is just pulsed 
and it's getting big and small, then big and small was sometimes when you have a 
lot and you’re stuck in the big face.

So, God will have to use a peal to get rid of your big headache and that’s why the 
message the Bible says, "The bigger the ego, the harder the fall.” “The bigger the 
headache, the bigger the peal.” If we keep our sel -- and this is just the principle of 
just Physics. If you keep your feet firmly planted on the ground, you cannot fall very 
far. That’s just a natural principle of straight physics, pride.

So, people I want you to just think about it as you breathe, in and out, day and 
night, the rest of your days and these bodies on this planet. Every breath that you 
take is from God, every step that you make is from God, every mouthful food that 
you eat, everything you have God has allowed it to be and without Him we have 
nothing. And when we understand who we are in relation to God, it helps us to 
remain humble. Pride is such a big subject. I may have to do two parts on pride 
because I'm not -- yeah, because pride is a big thing that all of us wrestle with. 
Pride is a difficult subject, it is a complicated one and it’s one that we all face and 
it’s one the all wrestle with and we all deal with it.

I believe that my progress in life is limited by my pride and I have to become more 
humble. I'm just being honest with you because God has just told upfront. He said, 
"You’re going to have the ability to raise the dead." And I've told you all of these 
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before. He said, “But the problem is not the power to raise the dead,” yeah, because 
that’s my power. He said, “The problem is your pride.” Do you know what would 
happen to the preacher if he could raise the dead, if he was known as the preacher 
with the power to raise the dead? Do know what really what happened?  

Fault would come from all over the world just to touch the preacher who could raise 
the dead. They would flock from every corner of the globe. And even though the 
power was not the preacher, the disciples had the same problem. They would, with 
each other, do you know from a -- Jesus, which one of us is what? Did they ask 
which one of us was the most humble, which one of us could say -- not everyone 
didn’t know which one of us is the greatest. So I have these struggles that I have to 
deal with day in and day out with my own pride and it’s real. And you're going to 
have it too, the minute you accomplish or do anything there's a natural part of flesh 
and a natural spirit that will rear itself up in pride. And I have to constantly deal 
with some things and actually God has placed some things into my world to help me 
control my pride.

He’ll place some things into your world just to help keep you humble. I remember 
we were down at another church where I had spoke in and we were at a dinner 
afterwards and we were there just talking about a lot of the pastors. And one of the 
pastors began talking. And he said he has just been praying for God to humble him. 
And we talked and when we got some “woo” he didn’t know what he's praying. I 
mean because God you know, humble you something serious. But many of us, he 
has placed things in our lives and in our worlds to help keep us humble and those 
things look like some tough things.  And there are things we wouldn’t  naturally 
choose but they helped keep us humble.  I've seen several instances in just my own 
where the one point God had just told me not to cut my hair and nor shave. When I 
had this big old hair to have and this big all  head of facial  hair and it  was all 
raggedy-looking, and I looked much older and much -- and what I saw with it, it 
helped my pride because to be honest, but I'm pretty good-looking right now. You 
understand what I mean?

They don’t  understand what I  mean, that this  is  the problem with pride? I  see 
whenever  you  get  in  front  of  the  mirror  and  you're  looking  just  as,  "Oh,  I'm 
goodness. Look at that, whoa!” Whenever you get in front of the mirror like that, 
pride naturally boosts you up. But here I was with all and the hair on my face and 
unkempt and uncut and unshaven, and when I had the thing helped my pride and I 
will go places normally people say, “Mate you don’t look nearly your age.” I go by 
the, "Woo, men you're old looking". So, it changed my pride. 

So God just had that in place and he sent me through it. Oh, we can see people we 
can get proud over all kinds of stuff. And somebody, "Oh, I'm looking at you right 
now. Oh, you are so beautiful".  I mean I'm just looking at good looking men and 
beautiful  women and  all  of  that  kind  of  stuff.  But  folk,  don’t  you  know  when 
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someone tells you someone for example can just hear me, "I like that tie you have 
on." And then you know, my neck was stiffening up just from the top? 

Now, listen because I'm with my clothes now.  Last Sunday people told me just how 
good I was looking. They said, “I like that shirt” and “I like that tie.” I didn’t make 
the tie. I didn’t design the tie. I didn’t even pick the tie. No creature picks my -- I 
didn’t even pick the tie. All I did was get the clothes that she laid out on the hanger 
and worry. But when the compliment came, do you understand what I mean? When 
the complement came, this is the way we are with many of the things in life. You 
didn’t create it, you didn’t sculpt your face. God did. You didn’t plant and put the 
hair strands on your head, God did it. If you're tall, you didn’t grow yourself up. God 
did it. So many of the things that we have that we have become proud over, the 
beautiful melodic voices that many of you had you didn’t shake those vocal cords, 
God did it. So many of the things that we have, God did it but we become prideful in 
it because he has allowed us to posses it for a seize. 

And people, we have so many things that we battle it every day, the challenge of 
staying humble. The challenge of trying to stay home and there's even the flip side 
of the pride of accomplishment and success, and that’s the pride of self-pity. I know 
you say, “What?” Yeah, there’s a whole psychological -- there's a whole psychological 
feel that deals with the pride of self-pity. Sometimes you hear folk bragging about 
what  they’ve  been  through,  and  it  becomes  what's  called  psychologically  and 
spiritually  the  pride  of  self-pity.  "Woo,  you  don’t  know what  all"  --  you'll  hear 
someone say, "I just got my phone caught on rain then I got my lights phone,” and 
he cut off.

You understand what I mean? And you're proud because you're going through more 
than they're going through. And you're having it now. It may sound crazy but you 
know it’s real. And we become proud of how much we can endure over the next 
person.  Pride can the devil  can take anything and twist it  and have you proud 
walking in a wrong spirit. God trying to humble you and you’ll find or would you 
like that what with that baseball, you'll find the way even when you strike out, you 
will find the way to be proud about. And you'll find the way to walk in the wrong 
spirit instead of walking in a spirit of humility. We need to breathe and we need to 
know where every breath comes from to be humble, to walk in humility, to have a 
bald head and to just say, “Lord, I can do nothing. Nothing without you.” 

Pride can -- I drive a little car, many of you know it. And I had an experience last 
week; they shoot me in that little car. I was in a little town, a lot of people hadn’t 
seen that car before so they were crowded around the car.  And they would just 
talking, "Oh, but this is the smallest car that you must get super gas as much as 
you  would  with  it."  I  begin  to  get  proud  by  my  gas  amount  that  “You  do  you 
understand what I'm saying?”
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And then they said, "How do you fit into this car, something nearly six feet, four 
inches tall?” They said, “How do you fit into this little car?”  And I've told them, I 
said, “Well, actually I fit well.” And I said, "But I've got two other cars." And as I 
walked away, it hit my spirit. You don’t have to tell them you have two other cars. 
You're not telling them that at all. You see, it's some stuff folk, you were not careful. 
You understand what I'm saying?  But we walk into -- and I'm just being real with 
you. Is something -- we walk and something and we can slip so easily. So easily into 
a spirit of pride, and the problem with pride psychologically almost all hurt and 
pain that we endure comes out of ego. The higher you rise in your self, the harder 
the fall. The bigger the headache, the headache the bigger the peal.

If we keep our feet firmly planted on the ground, we cannot fall very far. And God 
will not have to humble us, and God can bless us. I want you to just turn to the 
person next to you and ask him, “Are you ready for the big blessing?” I mean can 
you really handle the big blessing? And it’s a serious question, can you handle what 
God wants to bless you with and still remain a humble servant of the Lord? Can you 
handle  the  big  blessing?  And as  we  go  through  life  and  as  we  go  through  our 
experiences, be it we are faced with the pride of accomplishments and superiority, 
or the pride of self pity, no matter which extreme it is on, understand and recognize 
it. And breathe and know that every breath that you take is a gift from God. And we 
can do nothing of ourselves, Amen.  

You can go to brothers of the word.com these sermons will be on do42.com for those 
of you who were doing 42 and you'd be able to listen to the entire series absolutely 
free. Take a deep breath, relax and know that God is God.

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother, you 
need the word.  Amen, amen and amen.
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