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BrothersofTheWord.  com  
Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word.  And today, I am still in 
the midst of – The Battle Series. It's a series, you can go to www.brothersoftheword.com and 
listen to the entire series absolutely free. Part 1 is simply called, "Know Your Enemies". Part 2 – 
"Know Your Weapons"; Part 3 –"Know Your Allies"; Part 4 – "Be Patient My Child", the battle 
with patience; Part 5 – "The Battle Against Distractions"; Part 6 – "Temper, Temper" the battle 
against anger; Part 7 – "Know when to Fight"; Part 8 – "The Battle Against Pride"; and today's 
message Part 9 - "The Battle Against Greed".

And these later  messages dealing in The Battle Series and many of our battles deal with the 
things that go on inside of us. And these will serve as the second messages for people who are 
doing 42 in the 40-day miracle. Even though we first preached the first set of messages dealing 
with Do42 in the 40-day miracle years ago – Do you know the elements of those Seven Deadly 
Sins have not changed? For thousands of years they're still  the same. So this gives people a 
second message when they have to listen to the messages dealing with those Seven Deadly Sins 
–  Dealing  with pride  and anger  and lust  and  greed  and gluttony and sloth and all  of  those 
different areas that we struggle with every day.

Today deals with greed. John and Roberta are couple and they have just bought a brand new 
house but Roberta, she made all  of the money and she made a real  big money and Roberta 
always let John know that it was her money that bought this stuff. And as they were touring the 
house that Roberta had paid for with her money, as they went through each room of the house, 
Roberta would say – John, if it was not for my money, we wouldn’t be here. And John just stood 
and didn’t say a word. A little while a big furniture truck pulled up – they loaded up all this fine 
furniture and put it in the house in all of the new rooms and as John and Roberta went to each 
room, as soon as they get in a room, Roberta would look at John and said – John, look at all these 
fine furniture, if it wasn’t for my money, this furniture wouldn’t be here. And then another truck 
rolled up from the electronic store and they had this super entertainment set – A big flat-screen 
television, fine stereo 7.1 surround sound system, just awesome.

So as they were there, the TV on, the sound piping through all this beautiful music, all this fine 
electronic stuff, Roberta looked at John and said – John if it wasn’t for my money, you wouldn’t 
be enjoying all of this fine television and listening to all of this fine sound system. If it weren’t 
for my money all of this wouldn’t be here. And John had – handling – John said, - Look, I don’t 
mean to  upset  you.  I  don’t  mean  to  appear  ungrateful.  I  don’t  mean to  make you  mad  but 
Roberta, if it wasn’t for your money I wouldn’t be here.  And though that may be amusing it's 
real.

And this is a Brother Point: Some uncomfortable places we would not be in if it were not for the 
love of money which translates out in the vast majority of times to that one word of 'Greed'. And 
I have here in the pulpit a bucket. And this bucket actually sits in the middle of my bookshelf in 
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my office. And I know some of you will say, - Well Pastor, what in the world are you doing with 
a bucket in the middle of your bookshelf, in the middle of your office?

For those of you who are listening and don’t have the facility of sight to be able to see, this is a 
bright orange bucket. It's about a four-gallon bucket. It has a regular metal handle on it, just a 
typical bucket. There is nothing particularly fancy or special about this bucket but this bucket has 
a story. And there's a reason why I have this bucket sitting in the middle of my bookshelf, square 
in my office. I got this bucket in Africa, in a country called the Gambia. And each year all of the 
Bronner Brothers get together and we take a trip together and the selection of the trip varies year 
to year, each brother chooses where we would go and what we would do based on the age order.

And this past trip that we just went on last month, it was my brother Bernard's turn to choose the 
trip and he chose Africa and he chose the Gambia. There is a reason as to why we went there but 
while were there in Gambia,  we would stay to this really fancy hotel but they did not have 
internet access in the rooms and they had a cellular company there which is a company that's on 
this bucket. And they had advertising where you could buy the little USB sticks and plug it in to 
your laptop and you could get cell service. And I said – I want to go and get one of those because 
I travel sometime to other places and they don’t have cell sites. This will work anywhere in the 
world that I go so I'm going to go buy one. The man said, well you have to go to the cellular 
company in the middle of town. So Bernard said – I'll go with you.

So we hopped into a taxi and we drove to the middle of town to the cell store and it was about a 
six-mile taxi ride and I was there and I went in and then I bought it and when I bought the little 
device, the man handed me a flyer and this bucket. This bucket was the promotional gift that 
went along with buying a new phone or a new internet connection device. So when the man gave 
me the bucket, my first inclination was – What in the world am I going to do with a bucket? I 
mean what kind of silly gift or premium is it to give a person a bucket and I'm getting a cell 
device – What in the world kind of craziness is that? But I didn’t say that. I just took the bucket, 
something said – Look, don’t be rude to the man because I didn’t it – you can keep your bucket. I 
don’t need this bucket. But I took the bucket.

And as we were leaving the store, I told Bernard, I said – Look, I'm going to walk back to the 
hotel. It's about six miles but I don’t want to just go back through the country and through the 
hood and just get a feel. I said I'm going to walk back to the hotel. I said – Look, you take my 
device and you take my bucket and you just go on back in the taxi and I'll meet you back at the 
hotel. So I walked back to the hotel. When I got back to the hotel, Bernard said – Man, that 
bucket. He said everywhere I went, people were trying to get the bucket. He said, the taxi cab 
driver said, he said – I won't even charge you anything if you just give me the bucket. He said – 
when I got back to the hotel the doorman – everyone was trying to get the bucket. He said if it 
weren’t your bucket I would have sold the bucket. And I was trying to figure what in the world 
was it that was so special about a bucket? So I had to ask the people – I said, Look, what's the 
deal with this bucket? And then they went to tell me – We do everything with a bucket.

We carry our food with a bucket. We wash our food in the bucket. We take our daily bath with 
the bucket. We do everything with this bucket. So something that was insignificant and useless 
to you is valuable to us. And it taught me a lesson and that's why I have the bucket sitting in the 
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middle of my bookshelf in my office because it always reminds me – We've got so much. And 
you see, as we drove throughout Africa, I would see the power lines running along the highway 
but I didn’t see lines running to the houses and I asked the driver. I said – I don’t see any power 
lines running to the houses. He said – They don’t have any power, 95% of the houses… they 
don’t have power. They don’t have running water. The way you get your water, you go to the 
well and when you go to well, guess what you carry to bring your water back in. You carry the 
water in the bucket.

So they don’t have power. They don’t have running water, but there was another thing that I 
noticed while I was there in Africa. None of the stuff that we take for granted but the thing that I 
noticed – and I was sitting in the hotel, one of the fanciest hotels in the country. I was sitting 
there at breakfast. I gotten there and I was there by myself. Normally, we all eat together but I 
was sitting there before they got there and I just heard God speak to me and he said simply this –
He said – Notice the expressions on the faces of the servants and the expression of the faces of 
those being served. Now everyone being served was from Europe, we were the only Americans 
there. Everyone else from all of the other countries all over Europe to stay at that hotel you 
generally had to have – It was expensive. Let me put it that way.

And as I looked at the servants, all of the servants had a glow and a smile on their face. I noticed 
it because I wanted to see was this thing artificial with them just serving the people smiling but I 
noticed even when they went pass the people, even when no one was looking at them they still 
had a glow and a smile. And then I noticed all of the people being served and everyone of the 
people being served, if I had to put one word to describe their expression and confidence, it was 
sullen.  Meaning  that  it  appeared  that  they  were  burdened  down with  stuff.  They stuff  was 
weighing down on them. They had a frown, a scar or a sense of almost depression. And that's 
why God said – He just said notice the look on the servants versus those being served. And the 
bucket took on a greater meaning that often times – Greed will have us with all of this stuff and 
in the midst of all of this stuff we can't get no satisfaction.

All of the houses, all of the cars, all of the clothes, all of the gadgets, all of the connectivity with 
all of this stuff and we can't get no satisfaction. And that’s why I have to have a bucket just 
sitting in my office, so it reminds me. Bronner no matter what all you get, remember the bucket 
and remember just the simple things that if you get caught up in all of the world's glamour and 
their marketing of them telling you what you need to exist. Remember the bucket.

I mean we took a tour and we went back in the village and we went into some of the houses that 
we would call huts. Brick, no electricity – I saw where they had just a little compartment and 
then I thought it was the child's play area. And they said – no, this is not the child's play area, this 
is where the goat and the goat and the pig sleep… and it was in the house. But yet, here they are 
sleeping with goats and pigs and when I thought about it, I said – They got their milk fresh and 
their meet fresh. That's what I really call door-to-door delivery. And they're just as happy, just as 
content and as I went inside the place was just as comfortable as it could be. There was a spirit of 
peace that was there that often times we don’t have in all of our fancy stuff and it just taught me 
to always remember the bucket.
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I looked up what was the country that has the happiest index. And I found an organization and 
it's  called  the  World  database  of  happiness  and  this  is  an  organization  and  they  devote 
themselves to just tracking happiness and joy indices around the world. And as I looked it up to 
find out what country has the highest index. And when I found the country,  the country was 
Costa Rica. Now there are some other reports that will say Denmark but it's a little – they study 
industrialized country.  Now you've got to check the whole ball  of wax. Costa Rica – and if 
you've ever been to Costa Rica they are just like Africa. They don’t have a whole lot of stuff. 
Sometimes people, we just need to simplify our stuff.  They don’t have all of this stuff but yet, 
highest happiness index in the world.

Last month a 94-year-old Italian woman with no children passed away. She left all of her money 
to her cat named Tomasa. She left Tomasa 13-million dollars. It added a whole new meaning to 
the word 'fat-cat'. But that cat with 13-million dollars is still no happier than a cat out in the wild. 
And I began to understand what Paul said – Having ye food and rain be ye content. But see, 
greed takes us to a whole different level. This is a Brother point, greed is like having a bucket 
with no bottom in it. And if you take your bucket and take the bottom out of it, you can never fill 
it up because no matter how much you put in the bucket, it will never be full.

Greed is like a bucket with no bottom in it. And people, some of us have that kind of spirit – We 
never get enough. When they asked Rockefeller, the said – Mr. Rockefeller, how much money is 
enough and Rockefeller gave one of the most famous and quoted answers in history – One more 
dollar than I've got. He was one of the world's richest man at that time. One more dollar than I've 
got. He had a bucket that had no bottom in it.
People, greed can take our very soul. It's a thing that – to be honest about it, it's almost inherent 
in the nature of man to want more than we have. How do you battle greed? I'm going to give you 
five things that God has lead men that helps me. I'm not going to tell you something I cannot do. 
That's one thing because I don’t preach if you can't do. Some I can advice beyond but I cannot do 
it well myself. I'm going to try to preach some stuff and give you five keys of what I do to help 
men with greed.

Number one is: "I've got a limit". I have a limit of how much money I can earn in my whole 
household. Well Pastor, where do you get the limit from? I actually got the limit – I was sitting 
in a sermon being preached by Wiley Jackson and I heard him say that everybody wants all of 
this unlimited amount of stuff and you never ask God where is the limit and what is enough for 
me. And that thing made an impact on me. And I went and I prayed. I said – Lord, tell me what 
is the limit – What is the maximum amount of money – What's the limit? And he spoke a word. 
And I  remember  when he spoke the  figure,  I  asked him – is  that  Gross  or Net? It  made a 
difference – He said – that's Net.

Now the thing about it,' the limit and many of you see, if you don’t have a limit you'll always 
want more and you'll never… and the limit to be honest about it appears to be a pretty big limit. 
But once you hit the limit, it's not that much. And that's a universal principle. I am at 1/3 of the 
limit right now. So that means I've got to triple my income to hit the limit and people said – 
Shoot if I have to triple my income… no not necessarily. I had a situation where my income 
went four-fold in a stroke.
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Let me tell you story, I was working for my Daddy as a little boy, I was earning $0.25 an hour. 
At  that  time  minimum  wage  was  $165.  My  Daddy  never  paid  us  what  he  paid  the  other 
employees. He was training us in some things. So I made $0.25 an hour. I worked really hard all 
day long. I'm the accounting clerk of the payroll master. He was a man named Mr. Bill David. 
And I wasn’t satisfied with my current salary because everybody else was making way more 
than I was. Have you all ever had that situation where you are not satisfied with what you're 
earning? Have you all ever had that situation? I wasn’t satisfied with what I was earning. I'm 
making a quarter an hour. I'm looking at all these other folks making all these.

So went to Mr. Bill David. I said – Mr. Bill David, I need a pay raise. And Mr. Bill David asked 
me a serious question. He said, how much do you want. We have not because ask not. So Mr. 
Bill David asked me that serious question. He said – How much do you want? I had some sense, 
I  was  young  but  I  had  some  sense  of  bargaining  ability.  And  I  knew  from  a  bargaining 
perspective, you always set what you ask for or way above what you really want. So you have 
some negotiating room. So I really wanted to go from a quarter an hour to about 35 to 40 cents 
an hour. That would have set me straight. If you had a 50% increase in salary, how many of you 
would be set straight? If you went from $0.25 to $0.40. 

So I really wanted to go from a quarter to $0.40 an hour so I gave Mr. Bill David a ridiculous 
figure. I told Mr. Bill David and I said, I want a dollar an hour. And Mr. Bill David spoke a word 
that transformed my financial situation. Mr. Bill David said – Okay. Now the thing about it, and 
now the thing about it and it taught me something in business, it wasn’t Mr. Bill David's money. 
So it taught me a real lesson in business, it wasn’t Mr. Bill David's money. So Mr. Bill David 
just said – Okay and my income went from $0.25 an hour, a 400% increase in a stroke. I was 
happy.

Let me say something. I have never been as happy about any monetary increase as I was from 
that $0.25 to a dollar. Nothing else has ever matched it because it was a 400% increase. It looked 
like, if I made four times what I was making, Dad ought to scold me. I'm not going to my next 
point because even though you get a big increase, a year or two later, it’s still not enough. So 
first of all, you need to even ask God – Lord tell me what you want me to have. And for those of 
you who can hear from God, God may speak a figure to you. And when God speaks the figure 
that figure is enough and too much. And I know once I reach it, I can never earn anymore money 
or bring any more money into my household beyond that point. It sets you free from greed.

Second thing: "Be thankful for what you've got". Often times we have greed and desire and all of 
this stuff because we are really not thankful and appreciative of what we have. And people, that 
becomes a spirit. And no matter what you get, there's always going to be something bigger and 
better and fancy and faster. There always is, you have to be thankful. My brother and I, we're 
kind of tech-geeks and we now have absolute fanciest phone in the world. But he was just telling 
me, the only problem with the phone is, the battery doesn’t last that long. So he got an extended 
battery for his phone the battery would only last about 5 hours of talk time but the extended 
battery lasted 10 hours and now we have the best phone in the world that lasts 10 hours but they 
just came out with a phone that lasted 21 hours.
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 It's never steady and the world will always keep you with a carrot in front and they'll get you 
and what happens, even though now you've got a phone that  will  last  10 hours,  now you're 
looking at something else like a phone that lasts 21 hours and your phone is not even half as 
good as that. And this is the problem that gets us into so much trouble – Is that we seize to be 
thankful for our bucket. Because we look at another man's bucket and his bucket is shinier. His 
bucket is newer. His bucket is bigger. His bucket is just better than our bucket and because we 
don’t appreciate out bucket we ended up kicking the bucket. Be thankful for what you've got.

You all know, I drive my itty-bitty car most of the time. And I'm just as thankful for that car as I 
can be. I'm happy and I'm just as pleased than a Rolls-Royse, I wouldn’t be any happier than I 
am with that little bitty car. When you learn to be happy with something, you get a joy and the 
pleasure out of it. It wouldn’t pass the emission – I had to take it back to the shop. I needed 
what's called the O2-Sensor. So when I went to the shop for the O2-Sensor, first of all, I asked to 
see Mr. Everett Mann[ph]. The reason I asked to see Mr. Everett Mann because every time I see 
Mr. Everett Mann he's always got an encouraging word. And when I went to see Mr. Everett 
Mann, I asked him – How are you doing? He said – If was doing any better, I'd be you. I said – 
don’t hit at me. I mean the man…

And you see, this man has a spirit. And that's what he said, he's just thankful. He's thankful for 
what he's got. He's thankful for where he is and when you find somebody with that kind of spirit, 
it just rubs off on you, even when you're going in a bad situation. I had to go to the dentist not 
too long ago and I had to go back to the dentist. I had to get my teeth cleaned. Then I had to have 
some more work done and nobody likes going to the dentist but the dentist that I go to is really 
pretty and she's got a really good personality. Do you I don’t mind going to the dentist?

You know, it's just something about it, even when you've got to go through some painful stuff. If 
you're dealing with something that looks good and has a good spirit, you can even handle the 
pain and you don’t even mind going. And I don’t like to go get my teeth cleaned because they 
got to do all this scraping and it just feels horrible. So I don’t even go get them, but now that I've 
got a pretty dentist – When is my next appointment?  If you have a spirit and it's not the thing, 
and this is what we have to – it’s not the thing, it's the spirit and if we can be thankful, change 
the spirit. 

Third thing: "You need to help somebody every day." It's one of the commands God has given 
me. Help somebody every day. If I have to give someone something and I have to find somebody 
everyday to help, it takes my focus off of me. See, if you don’t focus on helping other people, all 
we focus on is me and my stuff in mind. If I have to help somebody every day, it changes my 
mentality from being served to the servant. And I saw from those faces in Africa – there's a joy 
that comes. That's why Mr. Mann is always so glowing, he's a servant. And there's something 
about being the servant that puts him in a glow. Do you notice how picky some folks can be who 
always served. I mean, they just – been picky over my new shoe. You've got mine a quarter of an 
inch off on the left – they just get so picky about my new shoe. When you get into a servant 
mentality, it changes a vibration. Help someone every day.

Number four: "Don’t compete". And God spoke this command to me a few years back. He said – 
Do not compete. Most of our greed often times will come from the simple fact we're competing. 
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We're trying to get something that's bigger and better and fancier and to impress somebody else. 
And if we learn not to compete, do the best that you can, but don’t worry about… because let me 
tell you something people there's a verse from the Pros Desiderata that simply goes – Compare 
not yourselves with others lest you become vane and bitter for there will always be those greater 
and lesser than yourself.

You see,  even  if  you're  number  two in  the world or  something  – C.  Elijah  is  an awesome 
basketball player. Pastor James is an awesome ping-pong player but there's somebody better than 
them and your awesomeness is awesome until you run into somebody who is better. And the 
minute you run into somebody who is better. It's like being – I remember when – back in the 
days – two of the musical stars, one was number one and one was number two and number two 
wasn’t happy because he wasn’t number one. He's number two in the world but he wasn’t happy 
because  he  wasn’t  number  on.  If  you  compare  yourself  with  others  you  can  become  bitter 
because there is always going to be someone better than you. And if you compare yourself with 
others you become vane because you'll always be better than someone.

So it will puff you up and tear you down all at the same time. And if we didn’t have to compete, 
greed would not be so dominant in our lives because most of the stuff that we strive and struggle 
for is not truly for us. It's to impress and to compete against other. And the final thing is just look 
at your own bucket. And look at what is in your bucket. It correlates to being thankful for what 
you've got. And if you just look at your own bucket and if you start praising your own bucket – 
do you know your bucket will start looking better to you. Some of you all right now, you all 
want another spouse and start praising your own spouse and I don’t care how bad your spouse is. 
Your spouse has some really good points. Look at them and just say 'Baby woo! Oh baby your 
nose, you've got the prettiest nose in the world. Woo you've got a sharp nose.

Whatever it is, try some stuff. If you start looking at your own bucket and praising your own 
bucket and looking at what you have instead of what the other person has, it will take away some 
of that greed that America in particular is so infested with that we want to just have all of this 
stuff and it never ends.

Erich Fromm says, "Greed is a bottomless pit which exhausts the person in an endless effort to 
satisfy the need without ever reaching satisfaction".   Thoreau said,  "It  is preoccupation with 
possessions more than anything else that prevents us from living freely and nobly." Jesus said, 
"And the care of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choked the word and he becometh 
unfruitful." There was a little child once playing in his parent's house and they had this really 
expensive oriental  vase worth thousands of dollars. And one day,  the little boy got his hand 
caught in the vase and he couldn’t get it out and his Daddy came and he knew the vase was super 
expensive but he was scared that he couldn’t get his hand out – he's going to have to break the 
vase to get the hand out. He said, look – he was struggling with it – he said look, this is what 
you'll do, take your hand and take your fingers and put them all together and stretch them out on 
a point and tighten up your hands so you can pull your hand out of the vase.

And the little boy said – Oh no Daddy, I can't do that. And his Daddy says – Why not? He said, 
if I put my fingers together and stretch them out and make my hand narrow, Daddy, I would have 
to let go of my penny.

8



Some of us have our hands caught in the illusion of the vase of life, almost the vice of life and 
we won't open up our hands so we can pull it out of the deceitful trap of greed and we stay 
locked in with a closed fist. Give me more. This is mine. I'm not going to relax my grip. I want it 
all. And we won't let go and open up and let God and we can never pull out hand out of the trap. 
Greed, it's one of the seven deadly sins that keeps us out of paradise, keeps us out of peace, keeps 
us out of contentment. In America we have so much yet  so little because we are unfulfilled, 
unsatisfied and always wanting more and more and more. Be thankful for what you've got, Praise 
God for all that he has given us. Learn how to live simply. And sometimes, that's why travel 
helps you. When you travel to other places, you'll see how much we have but you'll also see how 
happy other folks are in other parts of the world who don’t have a fraction of what we have. And 
then you begin to see, we really don’t need all of this stuff.

We really don’t need all of this stuff. The marketers have done a phenomenal job making you 
think you need the latest and the greatest. They've done a phenomenal job. And now, if you read 
through the Bible, you'll find where slavery was rampant in the Bible. But we're still in slavery. 
And to be honest about it, the most effective slavery is to put a man in slavery and he doesn’t 
even know he is enslaved. Some of your Master Card got you mastered and you're locked in and 
chained in and a gold chain will hold you just as tight as a cast iron chain. And some of us, we've 
got all these chains around our neck literally and spiritually the same gold chains are all around 
our neck.

Open up your hand, let go, simplify some stuff. See your own bucket. Stop trying to compete, 
focus on helping somebody every day. And watch that inner glow of spirit change within you 
and you will change, and you will change the world.

We  thank  you  for  joining  us  today  at  Brothers  of  the  Word.  Remember  you  can  go  to 
www.brothersoftheword.com, listen to the entire -- "The Battle Series" absolutely free of charge. 
Send it to a friend and for those of you who are doing 42, God bless you, God strengthen you. 
We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word. 
Amen, amen and amen!
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