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Nathaniel Bronner: Amen.  Today is really a good day.  But all of my days 

have been good days.  Today is no exception and I don’t expect 
for tomorrow or next week.  I ran an issue of mountain wings.  I 
think it’s this morning’s issue as a matter of fact and it says that 
Friday, three weeks from now, is going to be a real Good Friday. 

 
But the key is, what are you going to do between now and three 
weeks from now?  And that decision on what those days are 
going to be like really is up to you.  I was glad to see a friend of 
mine walk in this morning.  We were high school classmates, 
Edwin Longshore(ph).  And I met up with him recently and we 
actually went motorcycle riding.  Both of us have motorcycles.  
And when I was about 12 or 13 years old, we had minibikes.  We 
used to ride together with minibikes and I was sitting there 
thinking how the only difference between men and boys is the 
price of their toys.  And I had a 3-horsepower Cyclops minibike.  
It went had a 5-horsepower, 2 speed Lil Indian.  Now, this has 
been 40-something years ago.  I still remember what model of 
minibike he had because his minibike was faster than mine.  
And I was competitive back then, so I had rigged my minibike.  I 
was a pretty intelligent fellow.  I had rigged everything I could.  
I disassembled the engine.  I had gone in and change what’s 
called the internal flywheel governor.  I had bypassed that, and 
almost keep up with his but I only had one speed.  So, I could 
keep up with it when until he kicked in the second gear.  And 
then he would leave me. 

 
You know, we haven’t changed a whole lot.  And we’re still 
competing even today, so many adults about who has the 
fastest?  Who has the best?  Who has the most?  The nature of 
men doesn’t change unless you grow your spirit.  And both of us 
went riding recently as we mature, we didn’t care how fast we 
went.  Because my minibike at its maximum speed going 
downhill with the internal flywheel governor bypass, would hit 
about 40 miles an hour.  My motorcycle would do about 140.  I’m 
not even close to 140.  I don’t know how fast Edwin’s motorcycle 
is.  I wasn’t even sure how many horsepower my motorcycle is.  
See, that’s the difference.  I just looked it up.  I have a 109 
horsepower.  I don’t even know that because it didn’t even 
matter, as you would too. 

 
Some of the things that were so important to you as you are 
immature, they lose their value.  And that stuff didn’t really 
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make a whole lot of difference in the grand scheme of life, how 
many horsepower you get on your motorcycle engine, it doesn’t 
matter.  It’s not going to matter when you reach a certain point, 
“What kind of car you drive?”  It’s not going to matter what your 
bank account is.  It’s not going to matter what the color of your 
hair is.  There are some things as you mature in Christ and as 
you mature in age, the things that are important in life to you 
will change.  Hopefully, because there are some 70-year old folk 
and they still focus on minibikes.  They are still trying to be 
faster and stronger and better than some -- they’re still 
competing.  And as you mature -- if you mature in Christ, you 
become more excited over what someone else has.  You become 
and have a greater joy over what someone else to Jesus and 
what you do as you mature. 

 
So, Edwin, I’m glad to see you here today.  It brings back 
memories of the way that I used to be.  And I remember that I 
had a minibike at 12 or 13 because I got my big motorcycle at 14 
and I don’t remember when I got it.  I just remembered when I 
fell off of it.  And it thought me a lesson.  Some of us have to go 
through some wrecks to learn some sense.  I have never had an 
accident since that motorcycle accident because I was doing 
something stupid.  I was racing.  I want to let you know I won 
that race but it cost me.  And sometimes, people for you to lose 
those stupid races that you don’t even know what you’re racing 
for.  And sometimes when you spend it all on this energy and all 
of this focus and all of your life trying to compete, you need to 
ask yourself, “What’s the real price?”  And when you really 
brought it down with the real price, it’s nothing and it fades in a 
little of no time. 

 
It goes along with maturity.  That as you grow, your toys will 
change.  And not just the price of your toys, but what brings you 
joy.  I realized I paid $175 for that Cyclops minibike.  No 
material possession has ever brought me as much joy as that 
minibike.  As you grow, it gets harder and harder for stuff to 
bring you the same amount of joy.  Some of you, just a water 
hose used to bring you so much joy.  I mean, just getting out in 
there and put your thumb or just (0:05:42), now, you can have 
an Olympic-sized swimming pool and you’re not as happy in it 
because it’s not in the stuff.  And as you mature, you will find 
that the stuff doesn’t hold as much importance.  Not the stuff 
that’s outside, it’s the stuff that’s inside that makes the 
difference. 
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Bow your heads.  Dear Heavenly Father, I just thank You for 
being You.  I thank You for all that You have granted, for all 
that You have given.  But Father, I even thank You more for the 
realization and the revelation.  A Father of who You are, of what 
You are, of what You have been to us.  Of the things that are in 
store of us.  For I have pray today that You take control of my 
mind, my spirit, every word that I shall speak.  I pray that You 
open the hearts and minds of the people that they should be able 
to receive that which you shall pour forth upon this day.  And I 
send Jesus’ His name, we pray.  Amen 


