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Nathaniel Bronner: Every degree that you have changes opportunity and it 
changes income. 

 
Female: You are listening to BrothersOfTheWord.com.  This is a message 

titled “A Charge To Students” by Nathaniel Bronner.  This 
message is number 4047, that’s 4047.  Listen to over a thousand 
free messages on BrothersOfTheWord.com. 

 
(Music Playing: 00:00:20 - 00:00:49) 
 
 And now for 4047, A Charge To Students 
 
Nathaniel Bronner: Our children today were truly amazing, it’s so 

heartwarming.  Because the challenges in life, there’s no two 
ways about that.  Successful children are not accidental, neither 
are unsuccessful ones.  Both sides of that is true, neither 
successful nor unsuccessful, neither one of them is an accident. 

 
 There is a reason or rationale or cause behind everything in the 

earth, whether you understand it or not.  There is a reason and 
a rationale behind it.  So when you see  the children here getting 
these academic awards, it is a stepping stone into the higher 
levels of success in life. 

 
 You don’t necessarily have to be educated (00:01:40) and I 

remember my grandfather who was a country preacher, and he 
always espoused education.  He was Reverend Elijah Bronner 
and some people would tell him and say, “Reverend, you don’t 
need an education to preach.”  They said, “Because God will put 
the words in your mouth.” 

 
 And my granddaddy said, “Yeah, god will put the words in your 

mouth but it takes some education to spit them out.”  So, there 
are many things that God will do, that God will empower you 
but just statistically, there are so many benefits and things of 
progress in life that go along with education and it goes along 
with excellence in education. 

 
 That’s why employers will want to see transcripts and grade 

point averages because they know that what you did in school is 
a strong indicator of what you’re going to do in that job, what 
you’re going to do for them.  There are some big entrepreneurs 
now and they actually go into colleges.  They are hiring college 
kids out at six-figure salaries because many of the major billion-
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dollar corporations now, they were starting while the kids were 
still in college. 

 
 So, this is a testimony to just what is being done.  You want to 

keep your child out of jail?  The biggest thing you do is give him 
a college education.  There are no college educated folk in jail.  
Well, I wouldn’t say none, but very few and if there are in there, 
they’re not in a rough jail.  They’re in a big quiet college in a 
town, easygoing only like a country club.  And they don’t ask for 
some stuff like tax fraud, investment swindle, some stuff they 
all mad off. 

 
 He went to jail and he stole $50 billion almost.  So, if your child 

is educated, it changes options, it changes destination.  But 
you’ve got to be able to see that and to be able to instill that into 
them.  So, the awards we are doing today, we’re giving them 
money for good grades but money comes with good grades. 

 
 When you have a degree, every degree that you have in life, it 

increases your income.  You don’t have a high school degree?  It 
shut so many doors off, you can have a job at McDonalds.  So, 
every degree that you have changes opportunity and it changes 
income. 

 
 You go from high school, to college, to graduate degree, to 

doctorate degree, it changes your income potential.  I did a 
whole sermon on that dealing with the seven decisions of life.  
There are seven sermons in that series, but one of those 
decisions was the decision to stay in school and become 
educated.  And I went through all of the statistics on the 
different education made and how much money you earned. 

 
 That doesn’t hold true all of the time because just because you 

have a higher degree or just because you have no degree, it 
doesn’t necessarily mean that, but it’s strong, extreme, 
probability.  So, the children today and the phenomenal job that 
they have done in the area of education, we heard today, we got 
some children who are the best in the class, they’re tops in the 
class and when you become tops in the class, it’s going to allow 
you to do so much more in life, because those same disciplines of 
habit, they will follow you through often for the rest of your 
days.  So again, let’s give all the -- just another hand of 
applause. 
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00:05:00 
 
 And the parents, my mother and her sister, Maxine, both 

graduated from college and my grandparents never had a high 
school degree.  My grandmother was a cook, at a school 
cafeteria, my granddaddy worked on a cotton mill but they 
understood the power of education.  And they said, “Even though 
we don’t have education, we’re going to scrape, and scrimp, and 
hustle and make sure, and both of their children finished 
college.”  One finished college, the other one has a master’s 
degree.  And my grandparents barely never made past minimum 
wage. 

 
 So, there is no excuse and they didn’t have scholarships back 

then.  They didn’t have the hope scholarship, you had to pay 
your full way through.  So how in the world that way back then, 
people without education, without high-paying jobs, how did 
they get children to school? Because they made it a priority.  
And they say, “We’re going to get our daughters through school 
one way or the other.”  And they got them through. So, the 
accolades, even though the children have earned it, it's the 
parents who are behind it.  And it is you parents who will 
determine how far or low your children go.  You make that 
choice by the example and what you place into them and it 
makes a big, big difference. 

 
If you really put your mind to it, you can go to school now 
virtually free.  You really can, so there’s not really much excuse. 
You can really virtually go free.  All you have to do is buckle 
down, keep your grades up and the state will pay your way 
through.  But you know who get most of the money?  James can 
tell you.  It’s the same principle in the Bible.  To them who has it 
shall be added onto, to them who have not that even wish they 
have shall be taken from.  The ones who get most of the 
scholarship are the very folk who don’t need it. 

 
 I know we had -- the person here in the church who came and 

gave a huge amount of money a few years ago, pissed on a whole 
scholarship.  And you have to give your financial disclosure.  So, 
he went down and he said, “How much money you” -- what? 
Look, my boy got the grades, he got degree and he didn’t even 
need it.  He’s the least person in the church who needed the 
scholarship.  His son all hope. 
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 To them who has, it shall be added onto.  So that thing is a 
principle.  So, parents, we have to get our children to be in the 
half mentality not to have not mentality because the world is not 
going to have mercy on you just because you have none.  You got 
to get your mind into that.  Jesus said that and I don’t even 
think it’s a fair principle, but nevertheless, it’s a principle of 
spirit and nature.  To them who has and it goes with everything.  
So, you got to gear your mind, don’t do belly aching about what 
you don’t have, gear your mind because one thing about -- you do 
have a strong mind and often times, the people with the 
strongest mind -- I saw that in school. 

 
 The person who graduated valedictorian did not have the 

highest IQ.  They had the highest work ethic.  They weren’t the 
smartest, they hustle it the most.  And some of us are smart as a 
wimp but we don’t do the hustling.  And because we don’t do the 
hustling, we in the half not category -- got brains, just pouring 
out our heads.  But you got to have the hustle, because that 
brain by itself, isn’t worth a quarter. 

 
 As a matter of fact, it gives you more ability to make up more 

eloquent excuses about why you cannot function to your 
maximum potential.  And sometimes, it’s better or you to just 
have the cable guy mentality and just get her done.  Just get her 
done.  And it’s better to have a man who has the mentality, “I'm 
going to get her done,” than the man who has a mentality, “Well, 
I have great resources at my disposal, my intellectual quotient is 
off the scale.  I have academic and cerebral resources but you 
know, the reason that I cannot get this facilitated at this present 
moment is.”  And whenever you hear that is, that’s the sign of 
failure.  “The reason that I can't get this facilitated at this 
present moment is,” it’s the sound of failure. 

 
 So, we got the brain, we have the ability, but we have to get her 

done.  So what we saw today, people, was phenomenal.  We saw 
all of these accolades with these youth, this is our next 
generation and as long as they stay on track, they will stay out 
of some things that they should not be in.  And parents, I just 
thank you for your putting the work and the effort into your 
children of tomorrow. 

 
00:10:04 
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Female: You are listening to BrothersOfTheWord.com.  This was the 
message titled “A Charge To Students” by Nathaniel Bronner.  
This message is number 4047, that’s 4047.  To listen to over a 
thousand free messages or to send this message number 4047 to 
a friend, go to BrothersOfTheWord.com.  Listen to 
BrothersOfTheWord.com often because brother, you need the 
word. 

 
(Music Playing: 00:10:29 - END) 
 
(00:10:35) 


