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Nathaniel Bronner: As we have done for the last three years and it’s very 

unusual, I don’t think anyone has ever seen it done before.  But 
once a year, God has led me to take our entire offering that we 
take up on that Sunday.  And instead of having a past as 
appreciation, it’s a member’s appreciation because traditionally, 
in the regular church, you have a once-a-year event and you take 
out money for the pastor and the pastor need money.  There’s no 
two ways about that, most pastors are struggling in all kind of 
areas, in finances, even one of those areas. 

 
 So, it’s a good thing, but God has directed us a little bit different 

here.  So, once a year, as I am led, we will take the entire offering 
for that Sunday and give that and present it to a member.  This 
particular Sunday is a little bit different because God spoke the 
person’s name to me two years in advance.  Our first person who 
receive the offering the Reverend Ivan Stinson, the second one 
was Duane Snapper Mack(ph).  The third one was Robert Adams. 

 
 So, today, will be the fourth one, but two years ago, he spoke the 

name of Robert Adams and the person today.  And the thing about 
it, I’ve had to carry this thing on me for two years.  I knew who it 
was but I was not able to tell a single soul, none of the other 
pastors know anything about it.  They don’t know the name or 
who it is or anything.  It’s not a board decision.  It’s not a group 
decision.  I just hear what God speaks because God knows some 
stuff.  The board just don’t know.  So, whatever God speaks, that 
who it goes to. 

 
 So, don’t criticize, “Well, how come Brother Ivan got it, Reverend 

Ivan got it.  How come Brother Snapper got it and how come 
Brother Robert, then not me, how come all, not me?”  Look, I can’t 
answer all those questions.  All I can tell you is what God said.  
And sometimes, people, when you look at the good part about it, 
even it it’s not you, if you look at the good part about it, most 
churches they go into, they worry about folk trying to get money 
out of you going to the preacher.  So, at least you can say, “At least 
I am not going to the preacher.” 

 
 So, always learn in life to look at the good part of things, instead 

of focus on what could be.  And it’s nothing really wrong with it 
going to the preacher because most ministers are not ministers of 
mega churches.  Most ministers don’t have any kind of retirement 
plan.  They’re struggling.  The church had pay them.  I’ve heard 



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/4048.mp3 

so many harbor stories of ministers when they go places to preach 
in and they won’t even give them enough to buy gas to get back 
and you all think I’m kidding about that, but that’s real. 

 
 So, in the vast, vast, vast majority of cases, pastors are not widely 

overpaid.  So, it’s even a good thing when they have pastor’s 
appreciation day, but here, it’s more of a member’s appreciation.  
And I think even when God spoke the name, it changed my 
relationship with the member because I couldn’t look them in the 
eye.  I know that makes sound kind of crazy, but I couldn’t even 
look at them in the eye, because every time I saw them, what ran 
through my mind was God has this awesome blessing for them. 

 
 I said, “Look, Lord.  Next time, don’t tell me that for an event.  I 

don’t even want to know.  I don’t even want to care.  Just let me 
know couple of weeks in advance.  Don’t tell me something two 
years in advance,” and I have to carry this thing on me for two 
years.  I can’t even look at them because I know the blessing that 
God has in store for them.  And even upon today, God told me, “I 
want you to put a special offering in it for them.”  And it was a 
whole lot. 

 
 When I look, it was a whole lot.  And see, this is another principle 

sometimes.   People sometimes, when things are delayed, it 
doesn’t mean it’s not coming, it just means it’s building up.  So, 
you don’t have to know what a delay means.  And I had an 
incident, I knew about it, and the person gave me a card.  I think 
it was for my birthday.  When I opened the card up, a lot of cards 
have music in them and the music started playing.  And I 
remember I was driving one day and I heard that song that was 
in the card. 

 
00:05:03 
 
 And tears just started flowing down my face.  As I thought about 

the goodness of God and God knows, and as I was telling God, 
“Don’t tell me that stuff in advance.”  This is what God repeats.  
He said, “Look, you’re fussing about knowing something two years 
in advance.  And I know stuff about you all before you entered to 
your mother’s womb.”  He knows what’s coming before you 
entered in your mother’s womb.  So, as all of this was inside of 
me, and as the tears flowed as I listened to that song, I thought 
about the goodness and I thought about the grace of God and I 
thought about how far in advanced God knows. 
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 He says, He knows the end from the beginning.  And He knows 

the blessings that are in store for you.  He knows what’s coming.  
He just knows the destiny.  And the song that I have, if you would, 
just go ahead and play that song.  This was a song that was on 
the card. 

 
 It’s by the gentleman by the name of Israel.  I can’t pronounce his 

last name because he’s Hawaiian.  It’s Israel Kamakawiwo'ole, 
something like that.  They just call him IZ.  But as I heard the 
song that was in the card, all of God’s love just begin to pour over 
me and I thought about the person.  How faithful they have been?  
And God just knows this stuff.  He knows your heart.  He knows 
why you do stuff because it’s sometimes it’s not even a matter of 
just the action, it’s the intent and the spirit behind the action that 
makes the real difference.  And God can just see on the inside of 
our hearts. 

 
 So, for today, I’m glad to get this two-year thing off me and 

perhaps now, I can start looking them in the eye and I just want 
you to know that God loves you.  He knows it all.  He’s made 
provisions just telling me two years ago.  And today’s offering goes 
to our member, our friend, none other than Dinah Washington. 

 
 Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Her son is here.  If he would just come up 

and stand with her.  Amen.  Wow.  We’ll just let that song play 
out.  Amen. 

 
(Music Playing: 00:09:11 - 00:14:14) 
 
Female: You are listening to brotheroftheword.com.  This was “The 2014 

Member's Appreciation Ceremony” by Nathaniel Bronner.  This 
message is number 4048, that’s 4048.  To listen to over a thousand 
free messages or to send this message number 4048 to a friend, 
go to BrothersOfTheWord.com.  Listen to 
BrothersOfTheWord.com often, because brother, you need the 
word. 
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