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Nathaniel Bronner: There’s a story that I have at the back of the program that’s a 

true story, that’s actually something that happened to me.  And 

it just deals with-- I was actually leaving a luncheon with the 

pastor, and he was telling me just some of the issues the church 

is undergoing especially in these difficult economic times and 

believe in the saying, that he was even considering eliminating 

his mid-week service because it was just too expensive to turn 

the lights and the air-conditioning on and the people were 

undergoing such a struggle.  So, sometimes these are difficult 

choices that even churches are undergoing now because 

members are undergoing some difficult things.  And as I was 

there leaving downtown, I was stopped at a red light, and a little 

bitty car was beside me, and I looked over at in it and all of it is 

in the story but it’s the smallest car I’d ever seen in my life.  And 

I was on the phone with James at the time and I told him, I said; 

“man, this is the smallest car that I have ever seen in my life.”  I 

said, “but there’s something about this thing that I like.”  And 

the minute that it pulled off, I saw the name on the back.  And I 

said; “you at your computer?”  He says; “yes.”  I said; “well look 

it up and see how much it cost.”  And it was the day after I had 

finished and ended 42 and it’s called the Smart car.  And he 

said.  “you’re not going to believe this.”  He said, “but the name 

of the car is Fortwo.”  And I thought he was joking, he said, “no, 

no, no the name of the car is Fortwo.” It was actually F-O-R-T-

W-O.”  It means it’s for two people.  And I said, “Wow” I said, 

“where is the dealer at in Atlanta?”  And there was one dealer, 

and I drove straight to the dealer.  I test drove the car, because I 

was worried that something so small, I’m tall, that I wouldn’t fit 

in because a lot of small cars, my knees just bang up against the 

dashboard.  That thing had more room in it and I just liked it.  

But you couldn’t buy one right then because they’re on back 

order, so I put a deposit and a reservation on me a Fortwo.   

 

And as I thought about it, people, it is perhaps symbolic.  And I 

know some of you said, “well didn’t God tell you one day you’re 

going to have a Rolls Royce.”  That may be true, I just to have to 

put the Fortwo in the trunk.  But people, I think it is symbolic 

that sometimes we will have to go through some “tightening up” 

before we will be allowed to expand.  And you have to know 

what season times are headed towards, so if the pastor can drive 

the smallest car and when I read up on it, it is literally the 

smallest car that is sold in the U.S.  And there are some times 
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people when you have to know when to lighten the load and 

when to lighten the ship and when to cut your budget.   And I 

have a both a Jeep-- I have a Jeep, I have a Mercedes, I have a 

BMW motorcycle and I have a cabin cruiser boat.  I got some 

vehicles.  But there comes a time, you all just said there comes a 

time, when you need to understand when the season requires 

that you economize.  And I realized as I drove that Fortwo, the 

thing drove perfect.  It had plenty of power, it had plenty of room 

in it, it got a convertible.  You’d push the button and the top go 

back, it was just… but the cost of the Fortwo versus my 

Mercedes, and I bought that Mercedes years ago, I bought it 

brand new.  I could buy four Fortwos for the cost of the Mercedes 

and I would have enough left over to drive twenty thousand 

miles a year in the Fortwo for five and a half years.  So, I could 

buy four Fortwos and gas for five and a half years, all for the 

cost of the Mercedes.  See sometimes, you have to know season.  

And it may not even be for me but some of you just because 

traditionally you’ve always been used to seeing the pastors drive 

some of, if not, the biggest cars in the church.  And because what 

you see a leader do, it has a tendency to draw you into that same 

thing.  Some of may need to see the pastor getting into a Fortwo.  
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 So, that it becomes acceptable for you to realize, you can come 

out of that big, expensive gas guzzler that you drive 95% of the 

time by yourself and get into something that’s smart.  Because 

oftentimes people, we’re trying to please folk and you know, 

we’re stretched beyond the limit of what we can afford and we 

need to be in the smallest thing in the country that will get you 

where you need to go just as comfortable.  And I saw that, there 

was no lack of comfort or features or even safety.  The only thing 

you have to give up to go to a Fortwo is pride.  That’s the only 

thing you have to give up.  This thing had, it had more leg room 

than my Jeep and my Mercedes.  So, it was more comfort but it’s 

itty bitty.  Look! It’s small!  And people will look at you in that 

thing and they’ll say, “That’s an awful small car.”  But it is 

smart and I saw it even in the name, so some of you, you are 

going to have to move from being proud and broke to smart.  

And we have to make that transition.  And it was no accident, 

that it was named Fortwo and I saw it the day I came off a 

Fourtwo and God was just trying to show me some things that I 

needed to tell you.  You don’t need all of this stuff people and 

this stuff is about to break, and if you can afford it, fine.  If the 
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price of gas doesn’t bother you, fine.  But there’s too many of us 

who are struggling, and we got stuff that’s way too much for the 

strength of our backs and it’s about to break our backs.  And one 

thing that 42 will take you to -- you don’t need all this stuff and 

you feel a whole lot better without it.   So, that’s just where I’m 

going and as soon as my Fortwo gets in, you’re going to see it 

right out in the front and you got your -- it’s going to be a red 

convertible, Smart Fortwo, passion cabriolet.  It sounds good, 

but that’s what it ought to be.  But it’s going to be smart and 

when I pull up to the gas station that thing does 41 miles a 

gallon on the highway so it’s just smart.  See, no need of you 

fussing about the price of gas, because you can’t do one thing 

about the price of gas, but you can change how much you use.  

See, you have to operate into what you can control and what you 

can do.  Stuff you can’t do a thing about OPEC and Saudi Arabia 

and Iran and Texas and offshore drilling.  There’s nothing you 

can do about that, but you can change your consumption.  You 

can get smart but in order to get smart oftentimes, we have to 

forego the pride of life and all of the stuff the world says we have 

to have to be happy.  My daddy says, it’s in the story, my daddy 

told me he told me this over and over because my father drove 

old cheap cars and he always told me, “son, a small man needs a 

big car so he can be seen.”  And I understood that even then, so 

when we can humble ourselves, and it’s not just cars, it will 

affect a lot of stuff in your world.  When you not find that 

impress folks, some of are now broke as you can be because 

you’re trying to impress folk and you need to let that stuff go, 

because we’re coming into a season where you need to be smart 

and you need to make sure that you do the things that are of 

wisdom and not of pride. 
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