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Nathaniel Bronner: Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you for this day, we thank 

you for these people you’ve brought into this place.  And we thank 

you for so much that you have blessed us wit.  Things that we 

don’t comprehend.  And those, the newspaper and the news, it’s 

filled with so much bad news. 

 

 Dear Father, if they try to print all of the good news, they wouldn’t 

have enough paper.  Though it tells us of the tragedies and the 

bombings that occurs, but it doesn’t tell us all of the homes where 

people woke up every morning and all of the homes and buildings 

where there were no bombs. Dear Father, if man tried to print of 

the good news, there wouldn’t be enough paper that you would 

hold it on.  Help us to see and to understand great blessings that 

you have already bestowed.  In Thy Son Jesus’ name, we pray, 

amen. 

 

 Open your Bibles to the Book of Mark.  Now, we’re going to be 

studying from the New Testament today.  The Book of Mark, 2nd 

chapter, beginning with the 15th verse. And our next verse is going 

to be the 3rd Chapter of the Book of John, beginning with the 1st 

verse. So you can go ahead and bookmark both of those.  

 

 Because for the sake of television, that’s another change that we 

have to make.  I can’t stop and wait for you all to find this stuff.  

So you all have to kind of mark it in advance.  On television it will 

be put up on the screen, the words.  So in the audience you have 

to kind of already have it there.  And we have to make a few 

changes for the sake of our television audience.  And though we 

are not national and thought we are not international, you’ve got 

to get ready for it before you get there. 

 

 Brothter Ivan, if you're going to be a national recording artist, you 

can’t learn how to sing when you get onstage, man, in front of 

10,000 folks.  You’ve got to know some stuff before you get there.  

And you have to be practicing and in shape for it before you arrive.  

So we’re getting in preparation for the things that god has spoken 

into our lives and for our destiny.  And some of the stuff, it 

involves you and it involves some changes that you would have to 

make so that we can touch the rest of the world. 

 

 Welcome to Brothers of the Word.  Because, brother, you need the 

word.  I want you to stay with us for today.  God has a powerful 

word for you today.  He’s going to speak some stuff into your life 

that will change some things. 
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 And today’s message, really, it came from a testimony that we had 

ton last Sunday.  And the testimony involved something as simple 

as an ATM card a young daughter had presented to her mother, 

an ATM card.  But it’s not the traditional ATM card.  It’s not an 

automatic teller machine.  It was a card where the acronym ATM 

stood for “Abstinence ‘Till Marriage.”  And the daughter had made 

a pledge to her mother that she would remain sexually chaste and 

pure and remain a virgin until she got married. 

 

 And after services we were outside and we were talking about the 

program that had been implemented in the school and about the 

ATM card.  One of the video operators who is fairly well up in age, 

he asked me, he said, “It sounds like a great program.”  And he 

said, “But what do I do?”  He said, “Can I start over?”  And as he 

asked the question, God spoke into my spirit that this was a 

message that you needed to hear today.  And today’s message is 

simply entitled “Starting Over.” 

 

 Sometimes in some things in our lives we just point-blank need to 

start over.  Do you know that’s what the whole New Testament is 

about?  It’s about starting over.  And if you turn to the Book of 

Mark, 2nd chapter, the 15th verse, you’ve heard this many times 

before, but the 15th through the 17th verse says this.  “And it came 

to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat in his house, many publicans 

and sinners sat also together with Jesus and his disciples.”  Now, 

a publican was basically a tax collector, a politician.  And even 

now, we don’t have whole lot of high regard for the moral integrity 

of our tax collectors and our politicians. 

 

00:05:02 

 

 And it says He sat at meat with publicans and sinners.  Do we 

have any sinners in the house?  Are there any sinners watching 

me on television right now? 

 

 So Jesus sat with publicans and he sat with sinners.  And you 

may not be a publican, you may not be a tax collector, you may 

not work for the IRS, you may not work in government, you may 

not be an elected official.  You may not be any of these.  But you 

are a sinner.  And if you have not sinned today, you sinned 

yesterday.  So you may have gotten  and from this morning until 

now you may not have sinned at all, but I have some news for you.  

Some of you have sinned between the time you woke up this 
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morning and between the time you got here.  Because some of you 

had some thoughts in your mind that shouldn’t have been there.  

Some of you on the way to church had some dark clouds come 

across your consciousness and some things that you were 

speaking about that may have brought a smile on your face but 

put a frown on god’s face. 

 

 So we may not be publicans.  But we are sinners.  And Jesus said 

he sat with publicans and sinner, sat also together with Jesus and 

his disciples and there were many.  How many is many?  That’s a 

whole lot of publicans and a whole lot of sinners.  And they 

followed him.  And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat 

with publicans and sinners, the y said unto his disciples, “How is 

it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners?” 

 

 Do you know when the people saw Jesus with people of ill repute.  

But that was Jesus.  And now, people, don’t you all be caught 

around with a whole lot of sinners.  And  if you hear about the 

pastor… “I saw the pastor out eating and he was at a table with 

three prostitutes.”  Now, there’s something wrong with that.  

Now, see, sometimes, see, Jesus could do that.   But don’t you all 

hang around. Because we need to set ourselves straight.  We don’t 

need to be hanging around in some dark places with a whole pile 

of sinners.  So that was Jesus, turn to your neighbor and tell them 

that with Jesus. 

 

 Now, if you are going to associate, you all associate with him in 

an evangelical style, don’t you be around eating in some place 

with some folks that you know good and well you have no business 

like that with Jesus.  

 

 “How is it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans and 

sinners?”  When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, “They that 

are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick:  I 

came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”  Jesus 

said, “I didn’t come for the folks already straight.  I came for the 

people that are sick, for the people that need turning around.  I 

came to call the people to repentance.”  And when you look at the 

word “repentance” is the prefix “re” and always when you gee “re” 

it means to do something over.  It basically means start over.  And 

penance means that you're sorry about something, that you regret 

that you did something.   
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 Jesus said, “I came to call the people to basically start over again.”  

So the question that the young man asked me, “Can I start over?”  

Jesus’ answer to that question is, “Yes, you can start over, and 

you can start over right now.”  

 

 See, it is a trick of the devil that makes us give up after we’ve 

messed up.  I don’t know about you, but I have messed up before.  

And maybe some of you sitting out there and you never messed 

up.  And I don’t know about you, but I’ve messed up before.  And 

I've got news for you, I’m going to messed up again.  I’m probably 

wiser than I was 20 years ago and I don’t make the same kind of 

mistakes.  But the flesh and the devil have a new trick no matter 

what age you are. 

 

00:10:05 

 

 If you hit 40 he won’t use the same things on you that he did at 

20.  Well, some folks he does.  Because some of that stuff, you 

know, it’s timeless, it doesn’t matter how old you are.  But he’s 

going to use a different trick if you hit 50, he’s going to use 

something at 60.  I went to visit my 94-year-old grandmother 

yesterday; he’s not going to use the same thing on grandma that 

he’s going to use on me.  But grandma has her same temptations, 

she has some stuff that she has to wrestle within her spirit.  No 

matter what age you are, the devil is going to have something for 

you.  But don’t ever let the devil fool you into giving up because 

you have messed up. 

 

 And there are some physical things that you may not be able to 

put back in place.  God placed upon the woman to cover her 

genitalia, He placed a Hymen.  And once the hymen was broken, 

it cannot be restored.  That’s a physical thing.  So for those of you 

that are no longer physical virgins, know you, there are some 

physical things that, no, you cannot go back and restore. 

 

 We had a baptism this morning and it reflects and it symbolizes 

the renewing of the spirit.  There are some things that the spirit 

that even though when you come out of that water you look the 

same on the outside as you did before you went in the water.  The 

change is coming on the inside.  It does not come on the outside. 

 

 And in John, the 3rd chapter, beginning at the 1st verse, you’ve 

heard this many times.  “There was a man of the Pharisees, 

named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:  The same came to Jesus 
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by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a 

teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that 

thou doest, except God be with him.  Jesus answered and said 

unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born 

again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

 

 “Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is 

old? Can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be 

born?  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 

man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 

kingdom of God.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that 

which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Marvel not that I said unto 

thee, Ye must be born again.  The wind bloweth where it listeth, 

and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it 

cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the 

Spirit.” 

 

 “Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things 

be?  Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of 

Israel, and knowest not these things?”  Being born again, isn’t 

that the ultimate starting over?  Jesus said basically you cannot 

enter into the Kingdom of God unless you start over.  Unless you 

changed some things, unless you are born again, you will never 

into the Kingdom of God.  So the question, “Can I start over?”  The 

answer is you’ve got to start over.  Turn to your neighbor and tell 

them, “You’ve got to start over.” 

 

 It’s not a question of “Can I?” If you want to enter into the 

Kingdom of God, you must start over.  It is an absolute 

requirement.  That’s what being born again is.  And when you 

look at how Nicodemus came, and he was a wise man, he was a 

teacher, he was a preacher, but yet there were some things that 

Nicodemus didn’t know and some things that Nicodemus didn’t 

understand.  And when you look up the verses and it says that 

Jesus answered him in verse 3 of the 3rd chapter of John, but the 

question is, what question did Nicodemus ask? 

 

 And when you read the scripture you’ll find that Nicodemus didn’t 

have any kind of question.  Nicodemus came to Jesus by night and 

he said, “Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: 

for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be 

with him.  Jesus answered and said unto him”  Nicodemus didn’t 

ask a question to be answered.  What Nicodemus did, Nicodemus 

made a statement.  If a lot of us that are asking God questions 
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when we need to be making a statement, “Lord, why am I in this 

mess?”  Lord, why did this happen to me?  Lord, why can’t I be 

like such and such?  They’re doing so much better than I’m doing.  

Lord, why this? Lord, why that?” 

 

00:15:00 

 

 And instead of asking God a question, we need to do like 

Nicodemus.  Nicodemus made a statement.  Nicodemus said, “I 

know that thou art from God because no one can do these kinds 

of miracles lest they be from God.”  And then Jesus answered him.  

See, people, if you made the statement, you may get your answer.  

You need to make the statement, “I know God is with me.  I may 

be catching it right now, but I know I’m a child of God.  I know 

I’m just going through.  I know I’ve got angels on my left side and 

I’ve got angels on my right side.  I know that without God there’s 

no way in the world that I could have made it as far and as long 

as I have made it.  I know without a shadow of a doubt that God 

has his hands over my…” 

 

 You’ve got to make a statement.  We’re asking questions.  And 

after we make the statement, then God can come back and tell us 

an answer.  Because I found this out in counseling.  See, even if 

you give an answer to a person that’s not ready for the answer, 

your answer is in vain.  And they’ll often ask, “Pastor, what can I 

do to get my life together?”  And you give them answer.  And you 

go back three months later, “How did you do with the answer that 

I gave you?”  So the thing is until you are ready to make the 

statement, you’re not even ready for the answer.  Because 

sometimes the answer from God many of the time is not what we 

want to hear. 

 

 When Nicodemus made the statement, Jesus gave him the 

answer but he didn’t even understand the answer.  Sometimes 

when God answers you, you don’t even understand the answer.  

Not only do you not understand the answer, you don’t even 

recognize it is the answer.  Because sometimes the answer cam 

come clothed like a problem. 

 

 “Lord, Lord, give me out of this financial mess,” and you lose your 

job.  Sometimes that’s the answer.  Because now you’ve got to get 

out, find you something else.  But you find out that the something 

else that you found is much better than the thing that you were 

in.  Sometimes the answer doesn’t even look like the answer.  But 
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when you make the statement, God can then send the answer.  

“God, I submit unto your will.” 

 

 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, “How can these things 

be?”  Jesus answered and said unto him, “Art thou a master of the 

Israel and knoweth not these things?”  “Aren’t you a teacher and 

you don’t know this?  Nicodemus was the only preacher that came 

to Jesus.  And then Jesus asked him, “Don’t you know?”  Even the 

masters, the teachers, have to recognize that we have to start 

over. 

 

 I have to start over every few weeks because I mess up.  God has 

given me an outlined program.  And sometimes, to be honest with 

you, I’d get of the thing.  Now, let me see if anybody can 

understand what I’m talking about.  I mean have you all ever 

been like on a diet and you just get off the thing?  And you get off 

so slowly… You're on it solid and you look up three or four months 

later, you don’t even remember when you got off.  All you know, 

it’s not like anywhere close to the thing that you're supposed to 

eat, you just get off.  And what happens with most people is when 

they get off they stay off.  Because they say, “I’ve done messed up 

now.”  But you must learn to start over. 

 

 And every day that you wake up in the morning is a brand new 

day.  It is a brand new opportunity to start over because, see, the 

disciples that were with Jesus, they all were weak.  And they were 

some of the best of the best, but they all were weak.  “Can’t you 

just sit and wait with him and pray one hour?  Can you just?  

Don’t you have some faith?”  They had to start over.  When they 

with Jesus, they were just… See, some of you all would say, “Lord, 

if I was in the presence of Jesus… The preacher may put me to 

sleep sometimes, but if I were in the presence of Jesus with all 

those miracles and all that power, I would never fall asleep.’  

Jesus came back and every one of the disciples was sleeping. 

 

 So we all get weak and we all start off with a program and we all 

step outside of the path.  But when we do that we’ve got to 

understand that what Jesus came for was to allow us to start over. 

 

00:20:10 

 

 Even man’s law has it built into it.  Do you know if you just 

messed up your money, I mean just mess up your money, don’t 

pay a soul, I mean just completely just totally just mess up you 
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money, do you know by law in seven years every bit of your mess 

up has to be wiped clean and purged from your record?  Now the 

problem with folk is this.  They mess up and they keep on messing 

up.  See, if you keep on messing up, even though it may be purged 

every seven years, at the end of that seven years, you’ve got seven 

years fifteen that you’ve still been messing up. 

 

 And we never start over.  And we never come to our senses and 

we never say, “Look, I’m going to change and do it again.  With a 

young woman saying, “I’m going to remain a virgin, I’m going to 

remain pure.”  And a young man asking, “Lord, can I start over 

with this thing?”  You’ve got to make your decision, you have to 

make your mind up.  There are some men and there are some 

women here and you need to start over with some stuff.  And even 

when you start over you may not be successful on the first time. 

 

 When I married my wife, she was a physical virgin.  She had a 

full intact hymen.  And I see why God placed that thing there.  

Because if it weren’t there, I wouldn’t have believed it.  My wife 

used to wear, I’m just telling you the truth, little short tight 

dresses on.  There was no way in the world I would have believed 

my wife was a virgin.  Just no way in the world would you have 

ever convinced me that that thing was sealed up tight as a drum.  

There would have been no way I would have ever believed it. 

 

 I’m just telling you the truth.  I wouldn’t have believed in.  She 

used to walk like this.  I said, “No way in the world that woman 

is a virgin, just no way in the world.”  But God place it there so 

that there was no doubt in my mind at all. 

 

 Now, I was a spiritual virgin.  Because I had to start over.  I was 

not a physical virgin.  I was a spiritual virgin.  And that may 

sound funny to you, but that’s true.  I made a decision.  I said, 

“Lord,” and I was out, and I wasn’t a while, but I was out.  You all 

know what I mean.  So I said, “I need a decision.”  And that’s 

where it begins.  You first must make a decision.  And my first 

decision was not go full celibacy.  My first decision was to make it 

40 days.  I said, “Lord, (00:23:01) 40 days. 

 

 And when I started that 40 days, I made it about one week and 

messed up.  Started over.  The next time, I made it two weeks; 

and messed up.  I started over.  The next time I made it two and 

a half weeks.  I messed up.  I started over.  And the next time I 
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made it 45 days.  And when I got to the 40th day something 

snapped and I was never the same. 

 

 And when you make up your mind that you're going to do this 

thing, whatever it is in your life that has a grip on you, whatever 

it is in your life you know you need to start over on, there’s no 

better time to do it than right now, the first day of a new week, to 

start over and say, “Lord, I want to be born again,” in whatever 

area it is.  Whatever has a grip on you, “I’m going to start over 

right now.” 

 

 And though you may fail, when you have made up your mind, if 

you fall, you get up.  The sin is not in falling.  The sin is in not 

ever getting up again.  The sole message of the new testament is 

starting over and never let the devil keep you down. 

 

 Some of you are up and strong now.  See, Paul, Paul was one of 

the worst folks in the New Testament.  He wasn’t talking about 

Christians, he was killing Christians.  And Paul was struck blind 

(00:24:43). And that was the turning point and he started over.  

You don’t have to go through the Paul experience.  You can make 

a decision. 

 

 See, the reason I changed, I said, “Look, first of all, if I don’t 

change it, I could never be faithful to one woman married.  I’ve 

got to make a change.” 

 

00:25:05 

 

 “If I don’t change this, I’m going to get trapped by a woman.  I’ve 

got to make a change.  I see my time.”  See, people, sometimes if 

we don’t make a change, we’re heading to being struck down.  

Sometimes in our body we know, if we don’t make a change, “I’m 

headed to a heart attack, I’m headed to cancer, I’m headed to 

kidney failure.”  You can see yourself.  But change before you have 

to be struck down.  It’s a good testimony to be struck down and 

raised up.  But I’d rather not be struck down, to be honest.  You 

don’t have to go there.  You can make the decision.  You can say, 

“I’m going to start over.  I’m going to change this thing.  Right 

now, I’m going to start over.  I’m going to become a new creature 

in Christ.  I am going to be reborn in this thing right now.  Lord, 

I’m going to start over right now. 
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 And this is the commitment that some of you that are watching 

me right now need to make.  You’ve been slipping, you’ve been 

sliding.  You’ve been knowing for years you need to change that 

thing.  I don’t know what it is.  Some of you have got a liquor 

bottle right now by the side of your table.  You need to go pick it 

up and dump it in the sink right now and say, “I’m starting over.”  

You’ve got cigarette smoke in the house right there and it’s got 

your coughing right now, got your children coughing right now.  

You need to go put them cigarettes out, take them outside to the 

trash, dump them in, tell God you're starting over right now. 

 

 Whatever it is in your life that you know you need out of your life, 

Jesus came for you, start over and do it right now.  Thank you for 

watching Brothers of the Word, because brother, you need the 

Word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

 Amen, amen, amen.  And there are those of you within this church 

right now, and this message struck a chord with you.  And there 

are some habits, behaviors, things that are in your life.  And you 

know you need to start over with them.  You know that you need 

to do this.  You can always do anything easier if you have a 

partner.  But in some things, there are things that are too private 

and a partner can’t help you with it. 

 

 When I chose, “Lord, I’m going to change this behavior with 

women,” and I chose to go, all of my friends laughed at me.  I 

couldn’t even find a partner.  Not only did they laugh.  They said, 

“Man, you're not going to make that.”  They said, “Anything can 

to be anywhere in the world, you're talking about you're going 40 

days?  No way.” 

 

 Sometimes you can’t even find a partner.  You have to walk the 

road alone.  But you know within your spirit that you need to 

change this thing.  In all of the (00:28:17), it’s what I talk about 

going to the next level.  No matter where you are, God wants to 

call you to the next level.  But you can never go to the next level 

without starting over something in your life.  And God wants to 

take you there. 

 

 And just right now, I want all of those, that no specifics, and you 

must be specific just as I was with the 40 days.  I dint say, “Lord, 

I’m going to go a long time.”  Because that long time would have 
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been three days if I hadn’t put a time limit on it.  You must be 

specific in the thing that you want.  “Lord, I want to eat just one 

meal a day.”  Whatever it is, you must be specific.  Lord, I’m going 

to cut out my snacks, I’m not going to eat after six.”  Whatever it 

is.  “Lord, I’m going to get on an exercise program.  Lord, I’m going 

to read my Bible.  Lord, I’m going to start attending church twice 

a week.  Lord, I’m going to start,” whatever it is, I don’t know.  

But you know. 

 

 And you don’t need a prophet to tell you because you already 

know.  So you don’t need a prophet to tell you what you already 

know.  And then you try to (00:29:30) see this, you already know 

it.  You don’t need me to tell you that.  You already know it.  And 

if you don’t do what you already know, you sure are not going to 

do it just because I blurted it out to you.  You already know it.  

Turn to the person sitting beside you, “You already know it.”  You 

already know it. 

 

 So if you in your heart want to start over with something, and you 

have to be at the point.  See, just because you recognize that you 

need it does not mean you're going to make a decision to start 

over. 

 

00:30:02 

 

 Now, I did just like my mother used to have that discussion, “Boy, 

you don’t need people (00:30:05).”  I knew that.  But I wasn’t ready 

to start over.  So you’ve got to be ready to start over.  And if you're 

not ready, the knowledge of the truth will do you no good. You just 

know the truth.  And there’s not a soul that smokes cigarettes 

that doesn’t know the truth that it’s killing them.  There’s not a 

soul that eats a big piece of greasy fried chicken that doesn’t know 

it’s clogging up… There’s no one that doesn’t know that.  The 

knowledge is not the real key.  The real key is the determination 

to use the knowledge and to put that thing in living practice. 

 

 And for those of you right now, I’ve got some things I need to start 

over with myself.  There’s not a person in the flesh that doesn’t 

have it.  But most don’t want to do it.  Everybody has it but most 

don’t want to do it.  And for those this morning, you know 

specifically and you can make a commitment.  And the 

commitment is not for me.  This is for you.  And you can make a 

commitment for your life, for your spirit, for your health, for your 

world.  And you can make a commitment. 
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 Some of you will go, “I'm going to start over tomorrow.”  If you 

know you're going to start over tomorrow, that’s your business.  

But for those of you that can make a commitment today and you 

say, “I want to change this thing,” not some things, “This thing.”  

Because you put too much on the list you won’t do any of it.  “I’m 

going to change this thing in my life and I want to start over 

today.”  If that’s you, I just want you to stand up and come down 

up front.  “I want to change and I want to start over this day.”  If 

that’s you I just want you to come down front. 

 

 I’m not going to lay hands on anyone.  And what I’m going to ask 

you to do is a little unusual.  I’m going to ask you to lay your own 

hand on yourself.  Because you're the one who has got to do this.  

And there are some things that God is responsible for, but there 

are so many others that He placed the power.  That’s why He 

placed the power.  That’s why he said, “I give you dominion.”  He 

gave you the dominion.  Now, you let the thing take you over, 

that’s your business.  But he gave you dominion.  When I got 

ready to go, the Lord didn’t pull me through that.  I had to 

struggle through that on my own.  He placed the unction in my 

spirit but I had to carry the struggles. 

 

 So I want you to take your right hand and I want you to put your 

right hand on your own head.  Because it is your hand, and it is 

by your hand that you will do this thing or that you will fail at 

this thing and refuse to start over.  And I want you to just repeat 

after me. 

 

 “Dear Heavenly Father, I thank you for seeing me through for so 

long.  I thank you for protecting me.  I thank you for taking me 

through the mess.  I thank you for keeping me strong.  I thank 

you for all of the things that you have done for me that I have not 

even seen.  But I know without a shadow of a doubt that you have 

greater things in store for me.  And with my hand upon my head, 

Dear Father,  I pledge that I shall start over this day in the thing 

that I have pledged unto you.  You know what it is, and I know 

what it is.  And Dear Father, even if I fall, I shall get up and I 

shall keep getting up until I have this thing conquered.  I simply 

ask you that you keep my hand strong so that I can get through 

this thing.  And with thy grace and thy mercy, I shall be a new 

creature.  In thy son Jesus’ name we pray, amen.” 
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 You may be seated.  Amen, amen, amen. Amen, and amen, and 

amen.  For those of you that came down, turn to the person next 

to you and tell them.  Shake their hand and say, “You're shaking 

hands with a new creature.  I’ve started over.  Amen, amen, amen.  

People, God has placed the power in your hands.  The decision, 

the choice whether you will do this or not is in your hands and is 

all up to you.  God gave us choice and free will. 
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