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Nathaniel Bronner: All right.  Why don’t you stand up on your feet and give 

God our hands out and pray?   Praise God (00:00:12). 

 

Female: Hallelujah.  I don’t know about you, but I got a reason to praise 

the Lord, thank God.  He woke me up, he gave me seven new days, 

seven new purposes with Jesus all day.  God has been so good to 

me.  Let’s have some perpetual praise in his house.  Praise and 

continue on and on, over and over because he never ceases to 

amaze us.  Hallelujah. 

 

(Music Playing: 00:00:41 - 00:04:20) 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Bow your heads.  Dear heavenly father, again let’s be 

grateful that which (00:04:29) not for the purpose of (00:04:33), 

not for the purpose of (00:04:36), that they may know the words, 

and though we have the prophet come, you (00:04:48).  We ask 

you father that you just heal what you have (00:04:57) because if 

they don’t give a (00:05:00) and I just like to ask, realize, I want 

you to come and just help me straighten out the pulpit of the 

podium here. 

 

00:05:29 

 

(00:05:29) and flowers and plants, you all can’t see it from the 

back, but the flowers are all centered and crooked.  And I wanted 

to straightened that up.  And God pointed out that too, thank you 

brother C. Elijah.  God pointed that out to me and he said, 

“Straighten it up, for it will be the first demonstration under the 

people, for there are some things in their lives that they seek 

crooked and need to straighten out.  And for some, that will be the 

whole message for them for this day.  And everything else I got to 

say after that didn’t even apply to you.  For some, there’s your 

whole method right there.  There are some things in your life, you 

see them crooked.  You don’t need a prophet to come tell you, you 

see them crooked.  And God said, “Straighten them out.” 

 

There’s your whole message for the day.  And that hit, you can 

leave right – and that’s all you have to get through that.  That’s 

the whole sermon for the day.  You see some things in your life 

crooked that you need to straighten out.  You don’t need someone 

to come and speak in tongue and they cometh the interpretation 

of tongues and all that.  You see them yourself and you know 
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them, and you know they’re crooked.  And God said, “Straighten 

them out.”  And that’s your whole message. 

 

Now, for the rest of you, again, I’m in Genesis, beginning at the 

37th Chapter, and God told me even to begin on last week.  To 

begin speaking about the trials of Joseph.  And maybe this will be 

the final one today, but to be honest, I doubt it.  But each one will 

be radically different because Joseph went through some things, 

and there are so many things just in his life that’s detailed in the 

Bible.  There’s so much to pull from that and so much to pull from 

all of the trials that Joseph went through. 

 

And for the day, God show me something about Joseph’s life.   And 

you’re saying that he showed me this.  It’s fundamentally, 

Joseph’s life was divided up into four parts and to speak to them 

today from the simple subject of the four seasons of life.  Joseph’s 

life was divided up into four parts.  And to speak from that 

subject, The Four Seasons of Life.   And just as there are four 

seasons in nature, of spring, summer, fall, and winter.  In 

everyone’s life, we go through the same four seasons that Joseph 

went through. 

 

 And in that 37th Chapter of Genesis beginning with the first 

verse, “And Jacob dwells in the land wherein his father was a 

stranger in the land of Canaan.  These are the generations of 

Jacob, Joseph being 17 years old.”  And I’ll stop there.  You see, 

the first season of life is what’s called Childhood Innocence.  And 

the Bible really begins with Joseph where he was 17 years old and 

from that point on, things started to change in his life and even 

in modern society, there’s something that happens right at you’re 

— right when your right between that age of 16 and 18, there are 

some things in society you begin to do when you’re 16.  You can 

get a driver’s license when you’re 16.  And at the age of 16, the 

state says you’re free to drive alone anywhere you want to go. 

 

At 18, many things will happen.   You’re eligible to voting.  In 

some states, you can then begin to purchase alcoholic beverages 

and cigarettes.  At 18, you now have a choice of what can you 

purchase and put poisonous stuff in your body.  Prior to that, 

you’re protected under the parents and even the state won’t let 

you do it, but Joseph, up until the time he was 17, was in the 

season of childhood innocence. 

 

00:10:10 
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And we all go through that season of childhood innocence.  Three’s 

a point of which we’re young, we see things in a different light 

than we see when we’re matured, and when we’re older.  Many of 

you are married and yet when you are in a childhood romance, 

say, things are different.  There was something about when you 

were 15, 16, 17, 18 years old, romance was a whole different 

ballgame.  That was a childhood innocence about things.  And you 

know in the childhood innocence, there was a surety almost and 

that was just expectations and just looking at life through rose-

colored glasses.  There was something about everything that just 

seemed to be just so perfect.  If you could just -- you’re at a stage 

of innocence, you are in a stage where if you could just hold that 

little girl’s hand.  That was all you need. 

 

 You all remember that stage?  You all were in a stage where 

someone is sitting in your classroom just that (00:11:24) some of 

you in that stage and that put in a state of where just this flesh 

is all through you.  It is a stage of childhood innocence.  In the 

stage of childhood innocence, you can talk to a person all night 

long on the telephone and not even say anything.  I mean, you’re 

holding on a phone and after about 10 minutes you’ll ask, “Are 

you still there?”  And then say, “Yes.”  It was sufficient, yes and 

no, that they were on the other end of the phone, you don’t even 

have to say anything.  That was a time of childhood innocence. 

 

And when you get mature, and when you get older, you can see it 

every day, all day in the house, holding hands, you’re not even 

answering to that, now the wife will have to hold, “You know how 

he talks to me anymore.  You come in, (00:12:26) what you ain’t 

say a word.  You are even talking to person sitting there in front 

you.  You have gotten out of childhood innocence.  But there was 

a time when childhood innocence ruled your life.  And Joseph, at 

the age of 17 was in that period of childhood innocence.  That’s 

why when you have to dream about him ruling over his brothers, 

he went and told his brothers the dream even though he was 

starting to have problems with his brothers hating him, he went 

and told his brothers to dream because he was operating in 

childhood innocence. 

 

 Any mature person would have known better than to say that.  I 

mean, they would’ve known that the folks didn’t like him already, 

if they were already jealous of him, if they were already saying 

harsh things to him, if they already had ill will towards him, any 

mature person would have known better than to go and tell those 
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people, “Look, I just had a dream that one day you are going to be 

bowing down to me.”  Anybody with any type of maturity would 

have known better than that when he was operating out of 

childhood innocence. 

 

And we’ll do some things in childhood innocence that we would 

never do as mature adults.  We’ll say some things.  Do you know 

a child first of all will tell you the blunt truth about stuff?  It can 

be the most embarrassing thing in the world.  You’re out walking 

with your child out in the supermarket and the child says 

“Momma, why (00:14:12) look funny?”  A child will say the 

straight truth about some things that -- you see, they operate in 

childhood innocence and they haven’t learned yet how to shield 

their words and filter it through proper etiquette.  They’ll just it 

just like it is.  That’s childhood innocence.  And as we get out of 

the childhood stage, we put all these filters and we put all these 

blocks in front of things and there are these walls, that’s why we 

have to go to sarcasm and sarcasm, they don’t have to start 

stepping away all of the walls and all of the filters and all of the 

block that you put up high to get to the truth of what’s causing 

your real problem, because you got a whole bunch of walls and 

blocks in front of it, that you put there as adults, what you don’t 

have in childhood innocence. 

 

00:15:03 

 

The first season of life is childhood innocence.  You know the first-

time folks get married; they get married in childhood innocence.  

And they will say, “I’m going to be with this person forever and 

ever more.”  And they’ll say, “Whatever mine is done, whatever is 

done is mine!”  But the second time they get married, they want 

a prenuptial about that statement because they lost childhood 

innocence and sometimes we are moving to see that we’ve lost the 

childhood innocence and our eyes are no longer looking through 

rose-colored glasses, they’re looking through money glasses and 

we go from childhood innocence even whenever you’re starting a 

new project sometimes.  But I know that a lot of people come to 

me for business counseling, and invariably as they have never 

ever started or done anything in the business world, I universally 

see them operating out of childhood innocence. 

 

 First thing, they’ll always say is, “This thing is going to make 

millions of dollars.”  If you’re in America, I had never ever had -- 

and I have a lot of people come to me, I’ve never had anyone say 
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that, “Well it’s going to go make a little money, or make enough 

where I can retire maybe and be independent”  They never said 

that.  They always come to me with a concept or with an idea, 

“This thing is going to make millions, not thousands, not 

hundreds of thousands, this thing is going to make millions of 

dollars.  It’s going to be big and everybody is going to buy one, 

everybody.”  Some folks go by and sell them, and that’s the 

mentality that they’ll always come to me.  First, they’ll come to 

me with a concept, the thing is just going to be humongous and 

the second thing that’s universally, always say, “God told to do.” 

 

And I don’t know why, but it’s just I don’t know whether they say 

no, but I’m a minister, but as always God gave you this idea, and 

God have never ever had anyone come to me and said, “This was 

my idea.”  It’s always, “This was God’s idea, God told me to do this 

thing.  I know God told me to do it and it’s going to make me 

millions of dollars.”  And I can see then that they operate out of a 

childhood innocence.  And I’ve even had people that come to me 

and they’ll tell me, “God told me to come seek you out for God is 

on this thing.”  And they’ll tell me the idea and they’ll tell me the 

concept and I’ll tell them some things that will change the way 

they were planning on doing some stuff.  They don’t want to 

change it. 

 

And I remember I had one lady and I told the lady, I said, “Look, 

that’s not likely to work that way.  So, you need to revamp that if 

you’re going to do this thing and you need to do it this way.”  I 

know God gave you this thing.  I said, “Yeah, I can work it out, 

but you need to revamp that.  That’s not likely to work the way 

you’re trying to do that.”  “But yeah, I know God gave me this, I 

know God and I feel it in my bone, I just know it, it will make 

millions and millions and million.  I just know it.”  “Yeah, but you 

don’t need to do it that way.”  I said, “That’s not likely to work.”  

“Well I feel it this way.”  “Also, didn’t God tell you to come to me 

and ask me what to do?”  And yes, when I told her, she didn’t want 

to do it that way.  I’ve had time after time, after time. 

 

I remember one man came and he brought his idea and I told him 

how to do the thing, he wouldn’t listen either.  And I said “Look.”  

I said, “I’m, just giving you some solid practical business advice.”  

“No, it’s going to make millions.”  I said, “It may make millions, 

but in order for you to get it to the part where it’s going to make 

millions, you need to do this.”  “But it’s going to make millions.”  I 

said, “Look, you need to do it this way.”  He wouldn’t listen either.  
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Now the man calls me.  He thought of another venture and before 

he makes a return, before he does anything, he’ll call me to get 

my advice on.  He then he called, “Everything you told me before 

happened when you told me not to do it that way.”  And 

sometimes, we have childhood innocence with things.  And I see 

it so often in business and I can recognize it so easily because I 

had it. 

 

00:20:01 

 

 The first project I had, I said to myself, “It’s going to make 

million.”  And I remember how I went out and then childhood 

innocence and it always happens the first time you ever venture 

out in something, it’s childhood innocence.  And, you know, 

sometimes even with things that we start out with -- once we have 

gotten maturity from the thing, we will look back on our childhood 

innocent ways of doing things is important.  “I sure was stupid 

when I did it that way.” 

 

 If -- how many of you are going to say, “If I only knew now.”  How 

many of you will only said that, “If I only knew that was going 

happen.”  Or either you’ll put it this way, “If I only knew this, 

what I know now.”   There are so many things in life if we only 

knew then what we know now, we would have done things a whole 

lot different.  People, that’s something when you understand that. 

 

 You see, God knows now.  You know for God know, there’s lessons 

that you need to understand, God know now, what you have got 

to know this, what you need, what you’re going to know then now.  

And the thing about it, you can’t wait a lot of times until then to 

know what you need to know now because if you wait until what 

you’re going to know then to what you need right now, you’re 

going to be messed up then.  So, God knows now what you need 

now.  And I see so clearly why God always call his people, “The 

children of Israel,” because they operated like children so much 

and when Joseph went and told his brothers to the dream, this 

was in childhood innocence, that a mature person would have 

never ever done.  Childhood innocence. 

 

 I even had a man called me the other day, he said, “Word of 

Satan.”  He is in the entrepreneur class and he said, “One of the 

things they recommend is whenever you’re going to start out as 

an entrepreneur.”  He said, “Get you a mentor.”  He called me, 

“So, I want you to be my mentor.”  And he told me what he wanted 
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to do.  I said, “Well, it may work, but not the way you can do it.”  

And he said, “Well, what do I need to do?”  And he had a product 

and he said, “I’m trying to sell this thing to Walmart.”  I said, 

“Man, you’re not ready for Walmart.”  He said, “What do you 

mean?”  “I said you’re not ready for Walmart yet.”  I said, “You 

have not first of all sold a store around the corner, around that 

independent owner, for you won’t get in Walmart.”  Number one, 

I said, “Do you have any insurance on the products?” “No.”  He 

said, “Don’t you understand Walmart will require a minimum of 

$2 million liability policy and you don’t even have insurance?”  I 

said, “Don’t you understand?  If you place an order with Walmart, 

if they took your products, you have to produce the stuff by a 

truckload and I guarantee, you don’t have the money to produce 

it.  So, you’re prepared for Walmart.” 

 

I said, “First of all, get your store around the corner and then 

move to the store around in the next street and move from there 

and begin.”  I said, “Don’t go and try to kill the lion if you have 

not slain the bear and the lion.”  And see, a lot of times in 

childhood innocence we’ll walkout, “I’m going to go ahead and put 

the lion, I’m going to whoop it.”  Don’t you understand in biblical 

wisdom, God had David train where David had killed a lion and 

he had killed a bear before he ever went out to tackle the lion.  

But I’ll take it even deeper than that.  David had killed some 

rabbits and some squirrels before he went after a bear and a lion.  

Don’t you even go after a bear and a lion and you can’t whoop a 

squirrel and a rabbit. 

 

 It’s childhood innocence sometimes, but it is not wisdom and 

that’s why God will always place you under true two religion, 

under the umbrella of someone that has some wisdom and 

someone that has some experience to try to take the energy of 

youth and shepherd that with wisdom.  So, if you’re out to tackle 

the lion and you have not yet tackled a rabbit or a squirrel.  So, 

there are some principles in there from things and the seasons 

and often times will be in childhood innocence. 

 

00:25:11 

 

 And Joseph for those first 17 years lived in childhood innocence.  

But after his brother start plodding and made plans and threw 

him in the pit and sold him into slavery, he then moved from 

childhood innocence to the struggle zone, and that’s the next 

season of life.  Because after you get out of childhood innocence, 
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you move to the struggle zone and sometimes you don’t even 

understand as you’re in childhood innocence.  You see, sometimes 

when children are young, first thing, they don’t want to move out 

of daddy’s house so bad.  And all we’ve been used to use is was 

coming home, turning on the lights and daddy’s electricity flows 

through the light bulbs.  Turn on the air-condition and daddy’s 

air kept them cooler.  Turn on the heat and daddy’s heat kept 

them warm.  Went to the refrigerator and mommy and daddy has 

a refrigerator stock full.  But no, they want to move out real fast 

because it’s childhood innocence. 

 

And when they move out, all of a sudden, they didn’t realize that 

comes the first, that the money was not just a new month — first 

of month have a new meaning to it.  They had realized that no 

magic elf came in the middle of the night and stocked up the 

refrigerator.  They did realize it when they opened the door, now 

they’re opening the door and all they get is a light shining out.  

They didn’t’ realize that.  And sometimes it is childhood innocence 

that just doesn’t let us understand what a blessing we are even 

under sometimes to be under mommy and daddy — immediately 

get out of mommy daddy’s house, we enter the struggle zone and 

that struggle zone can be rough. 

 

I never will forget even my brothers.  Two of them were staying 

down in the basement and there’s a separate furniture in the 

basement of my parent’s house and one of the bathrooms was on 

the other end and there was someone, it got too hot in the winter 

time, instead of him going out of the bathroom and walking down 

the hall to turn the heat down, they would just get out of the bed, 

go up and let the window — let the heat go out and cool them off 

a little bit. 

 

 You see, because daddy was paying for the heat.  And as long as 

daddy was there for the heat, it was easier for them to let the 

window up to let the heat out than to go over and turn the stuff.  

But he said, “When you got out into his whole space and allow the 

gas pipe bill start hitting every month.”  He said he took a match 

and lit the match and went around the door seal to see if there 

were any leak because if you had the cold out, it would blow, the 

match flash.  He said he was so concern he was going right his 

windows and around his doors with a match to make sure there 

was no cold air leaking in. 
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 You see, he had moved from mama to daddy’s house into the 

struggle zone, and we don’t sometimes understand how blessed 

we are because we operate in childhood innocence.  And Joseph 

moved into the struggle zone.  He was thrown first of all, into a 

pit.  And did you know that is pretty symbolic of sometimes what 

happens when we leave mommy and daddy’s house?  You see, a 

pit was nothing but a hole, we go in the hole.  You know, it’s really 

clear when you look at it.  The minute he left mommy and daddy’s 

house, he went in the hole and that what happens a lot of times, 

we’ get out of our protected roof and go straight in the hole.  

Because we then figure out all this stuff.  We (00:29:28) “Oh it’s 

glory for me to be out in my own place that I can do what I want.” 

 

So, people, let me give you some advice, you will never be able to 

do what you want to, never.  You’ll never be able to do what you 

want to do; they just look that way.  But there will never be a time 

when you can.  You don’t ever have full control; it’s always going 

to be someone dictating something for you to do. 

 

 Some people said, “Well, I want to go in my own business so I can 

beat my own boss.”  And then when they get in their own business, 

they don’t realize they have to work harder trying to keep it.  You 

see, if people, it’s a whole different world, you see most people in 

childhood innocence.  See when they get their check every week 

and they talk about this.  What they don’t understand the 

struggle zone.  It is a whole different level when you get your 

check every week than when you are the man responsible for 

giving the other person their check and making sure the money is 

in the bank would cover that check. 

 

00:30:35 

 

 You see, often times, if you move to a whole different level, now, 

instead of one check, you may have feeling for, even now you got 

10 checks to worry about and making sure all those checks clear 

because that’s one thing people, I can guarantee you, I can tell 

you as a business owner, both don’t hold their paychecks.  I can 

tell you that.  If you pay somebody else on Friday, those who think 

are all waiting to (00:31:05) so they’re putting the money in that 

because those folks are going to take your check.  As a matte of 

fact, they’re generally nine out of 10 times tell you, “Look, can I 

get my check now because I will put my check in on my lunch 

break.”  You can forget about time to wait on, he’s (00:31:20) into 
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putting that money.  You better have that money in the bank 

when you get them (00:31:25). 

 

See you, it’s a whole different level and people don’t understand 

that they’ll sometimes just be getting the check every week and 

cursing the check thinking, “Lord, I wish I was in my own 

business, you’re going work harder.  You’re going to worry more.  

You’re going to have more responsibility.”  You see, childhood 

innocence. 

 

 Well, I tell you if I can just get out from under this man’s house 

and yet I, on my own.  But once you get out on your own, you have 

a whole new set of circumstances to deal with, you’re going to take 

the struggle zone, the real struggle zone.  You see, even though 

we assumed that we have some struggles while we’re with mom 

and daddy’s house, they’re nothing like what we have and you can 

look that now and see your carefree days of your youth and you’ll 

say to yourself, “If I only had known then what I know now.”  

That’s what you look back and say, “If I only had known this” and 

yet seeing you was complaining.  I never will forget college was 

that.  I tried to tell the people.  I said, “Don’t you understand this 

is paradise?  All you have to do, get up, go to class for a few hours, 

you get a meal chicken, you go get your meals.”  Don’t you 

understand?  This is a close to paradise as you’re ever going to 

get? 

 

 You know what they kept telling me?  I want to get out of here so 

I can corporate America, get me a job and be on my own.  The 

same folks five years later ask me a job in corporate America, 

gotten a job, they were on their own (00:33:13) years from that.  

Man, I didn’t know how right you were.  I didn’t know how much 

of a paradise we had.  If I only had known this, what I know now.  

Childhood innocence moved into the struggle zone.  Moved from 

mom and daddy’s house out into the hole and most of the people 

in the struggle zone — sometimes we get so enslaved and see, he 

moved in the struggle zone in several different arenas.  First, he 

was in the hole, then he was enslaved, then he was in prison and 

often times we’ll go through those stages and right now, some of 

us are in the hole.  We are enslaved and we are in prison right 

now.  And you’re enslaved and in prison in many different areas. 

 

You see, anytime that you don’t have freedom to make certain 

choices, you’re enslaved.  Some folks cannot be in church this 

morning because they are enslaved by job and by stuff and I tried 
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to get folks to understand it, that’s why I don’t (00:34:40) enslaved 

you people.  Some people right now cannot be in church because 

they are enslaved by job and they got be there and you see, it’s 

not the job that enslaved them, it’s the stuff that they got because 

they now to get this job to try to pay for the stuff and they got they 

thought would set them free.  And they didn’t realize the stuff was 

going to enslaved them.  You see people riding out all these fancy 

cars and the car, it’s almost like the car has a handcuff on. 

 

00:35:09 

 

 I told you the case of the one man who is working where I use to 

eat and he ask me, “Mr. Bronner did you all have a job opening?  

I need a second job.”  I said, “Second job for what?  You got a job.”  

“Because I need a second job because I just bought a car and I 

need a second job to help pay for my car.”  I said, “My goodness.”  

This is man (00:35:31) extra four or five hours a day enslaved by 

the car and that’s why you got to open your eyes and see slavery 

is not just chain physically.  Slavery is anything that binds you 

up to where you’re starting to lose your freedom and there are 

some things that will bind you up the way you starting to lose 

your freedom the way you got and go — you don’t have a choice 

about.  You got to work jobs.  And sometimes, the people before 

you make a decision about something that you are getting ready 

to purchase, ask yourself, “Is this thing is going to me drop me 

up?”   

 

That’s why the name of the largest credit card in the world is 

called “Mastercard.”  And see, they just give in a thing with the 

impression that you’re going to master, somebody is mastering 

you.  It’s telling you right on the card what it is, master card.  I’m 

getting ready to be your master and as a result I’m going to give 

you this credit line, you will go right out, use it all up, you’re going 

to pay the minimum balance every month and the interest on a 

single minimum.  So, it keeps you in the hole.  I’m going to give 

you a card, tell you the name of it (00:36:43) says enough to even 

see what it is and the Mastercard will master you. 

 

 The second biggest card in the country is called “Visa”.  Visa is 

nothing but another name for a passport and before you can ever 

go or leave another foreign country, you must have a visa or you 

must have a passport and the card is saying, “I’ll even control 

where you’re able to go.  I’ll be your master and I’ll control and” 

and you see, because of most is can have a credit.  And a result, 
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when you look at most of credit cards, you’ll see zero balance.  It’s 

it got you mastered for just high interest rates and you’re 

enslaved in the hole and cannot see escape through illusion.  He 

was enslaved after he get out of the hole and after he get out of 

slavery, he was thrown into prison. 

 

 And sometime we can be in all three of those situations and 

because we have failed to listen to the God of the god, it doesn’t 

look like we can get out.  Now, understand this, Joseph was in 

God’s will and God was leading him, that’s why his situations 

were temporary.  There’s a difference.  That’s why his situation 

was temporary, he fits in the hole, enslaved and imprisoned a 

total of 13 years, but that was the shortest one of his seasons, 

because he was in divine will.  Even when you’re in divine will, it 

doesn’t mean that won’t go through something.  It doesn’t mean 

that won’t go in the hole.  It doesn’t mean sometimes that you will 

be bound to things that will restrict your freedom.  It doesn’t mean 

that whenever you’re in divine will, you are not meant to stay 

there.  There’s a season for you and see, some of us have made a 

season our whole life. 

 

 We live our whole life in winter freezing to death with no heat.  

We live our whole life we have made when it’s supposed to be a 

transitory thing that we’re supposed to go through, going 

somewhere else.  You see people, stuff like that, you are supposed 

to go through, but you’re not supposed to stay there and that’s the 

difference.  You’re supposed to go through some of those things, 

but you are not supposed to stay there.  But because we have not 

followed the will of God, we’ll end up sometimes staying enslaved 

in the hole and imprisoned our whole lives and I see so much of it 

even in business.  And I never will forget a situation where a 

young man came to me and this man was a pastor of a church and 

he came to me.  I know him very well.  “So, Mr. Bronner, I’m in a 

real financial rut.  You can help with some things.” 

 

00:40:01 

 

 And God told me to help the man and I did, and I went to man 

three or four times and one time, he would just tell me to go and 

a had a selfie.  So finally, God, one day said, “No more.”  And when 

he came to me again, I said, “Look, I’m sorry, but God told me no 

more because I don’t know what you’re doing.”  But number one, 

“You’ve been in this mess too long and number two, God told me 

no more.”  And as I began to ask him some things and start to 
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explore his life even though he was pastoring a church.  First of 

all, he was living with a woman, it wasn’t his wife, and he was 

pastoring the church and I did begin to see why God told me no 

more.  You see, he was giving the man a chance to get the crooked 

stuff straightened out. 

 

And I know I wasn’t the first one, I told him, I said, “Look man, 

you’re a pastor for a church and you’re living with a woman that’s 

not your wife?”  I said, “Look, at least don’t (00:41:04) with your 

woman.”  I said, “I’d understand it.”  I said, “Look, you can’t have 

your congregation with a pastor and living with a woman.  So, 

what is that going to do for the congregation?  You can’t just feed 

the woman (00:41:16) feed a woman.  I never knew living with the 

woman.”  I said, “It’s a bad image for your congregation.”  He said, 

“They’re not going to find out about this.”  “Shoot, you don’t 

(00:41:30) man.” 

 

 Yeah, they’re going to find out about it.  That’s the problem.  I 

mean, that’s (00:41:44) travel faster than anything you can ever 

breathe.  I mean it’s hard to even see the truth about (00:41:52) 

you got some true, you got a problem and then I began to see as I 

look over feeding us, they’re feeding us, I could see why he was 

following God’s word at all and God gave him chance after chance 

after chance and finally he told me,” Take your hands off of me.”  

And I had to take my hands off of him and he would come, he 

came in — he said, “Look, can you just help me out, I’m in a real 

jam right now.”  See, you (00:42:19).  I said, “Look, I’ve never given 

you 10 cents because God told me to take my hands off of you and 

if I gave you 10 cents, it will put a curse when I touch — the lines 

in your hands are cursed with just (00:42:35) because I’m out of 

the will of God and disobeying what God told me to do.  So, I’m 

not going to give you $10.  I’m not going to give you 10 cents, I’m 

not going to give you 1 cent, I will give you some advice. 

 

 I said, “You need to straighten up the things in your life and live 

according to the way God has directed and when you do that, you 

start getting out of that hole.”  He wouldn’t listen and it gotten 

worse and worse and worse condition.  God tries to direct us to 

where even if we have to for his purposes to go through the pit 

and through the slavery, and through the prison.  He didn’t want 

to stay in there and he didn’t have too long.  Please straighten up 

for me because you are not destined as a child of God.  Save him. 
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 The third season is the season of harvest and see, sometimes we 

want to go from childhood innocence straight the harvest without 

going through the struggle zone and that’s where folks don’t want 

to stay.  You want to go straight from childhood innocence, bypass 

the struggle zone and go straight to harvest, and so many people 

in business want to do that, they want to go from starting a 

business on Monday to putting in a million dollars in the bank on 

Friday.  It doesn’t work like that.  You got a struggle zone in the 

middle of that thing.  There is something that you’re going to have 

to go through even with the promise land.  It was a short distance 

from Egypt to the promised land, but it was a long way and it took 

them a long time.  And even when they got there, there was some 

big giants they’ll have to deal with.  So even when you see the 

promised land, there is a struggle zone, there is a wilderness and 

there are some giants over in and once you get there. 

 

 Childhood innocence would have us believe that this will all come 

instantly, this will all come quick.  If you ever talk with anyone 

that has been a success in this world, even in the material plane, 

I’m going to talk a little bit, I guarantee you, 99% of them, they 

have more to tell you about the struggle zone than they do about 

the success report.  They will have more stories to tell you. 

 

00:45:13 

 

My business is booming, is flourishing right now, but you see the 

part that folks don’t understand and the parts they don’t see — 

now the business, I started in 1988, so now it’s 12 years old.  What 

they don’t see is this, they don’t see that for the first seven years, 

I grew no salary from it, not one dime from the company at all, as 

a matter of fact I had to invest and go in debt getting the thing 

going and keep.  That’s the part, you see that’s the struggle zone.  

We don’t want any part of the struggle zone.  All we want is the 

harvest, but you cannot get to the harvest without going through 

the struggle zone.  That’s the season. 

 

 Some of us want beautiful wealth, they get marriages.  There’s a 

struggle zone in those things, right?  You got to through a molding 

and a melding process, there’s a struggle zone.  My wife just 

completed her 12 weeks fitness program and now her body, she 

thinks she’s in better shape than she’s ever been in her life.  She 

looks better than she’s ever looked.  But people in the struggle 

zone, those of you that went to the gym saw that she was covered 

in sweat.  She had to run, she was running more and she was 
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working out three to four, it was a struggle zone.  See, all of us 

wants the beautiful results, we just don’t want to struggle zone.  

You can’t get the results without the struggle zone.  We want the 

money, we want the relationships, we want the physical body, we 

want all of this stuff, we want the spiritual growth, you can’t get 

it without the struggle zone. 

 

 God will have to send you some things that even develop your 

spirit.  You can never and he told that even as a minister – he 

said, “Look, I got to send you through some things so you can even 

relate to some things when you don’t even need a minister never 

been through anything.”  I don’t want to get on an airplane flight 

with a pilot that’s never been through a rough weather because 

when a rough weather comes up, he doesn’t know how to handle 

the thing.  You need some rough weather to make you good at 

anything that you’re going to do.  I don’t want a doctor that’s never 

had a tough brass.  I don’t want a doctor operating on me if I ever 

had to get an operation.  I’d like the way; it was the hardest about 

the doctor had his (00:47:26) but I want me somebody with a 

finely education (00:47:28) and addition to his crosses and oath.  I 

want me somebody that has some of that hard class and you when 

the professor coming in with the big thick glasses and you got to 

text book like this thick and you had to stay up three or four night 

to study and learn about this organ.  That’s the kind of doctor I 

want.  I don’t want some doctor got his degree to a correspondent 

course that he got and passed (00:47:49) watching TV, drinking 

iced tea, no, no.  I want me a doctor going through the struggle 

zone.  Because the zone will make you into something, it will mold 

you into something. 

 

 And you see, Joseph was able to become a solid leader because he 

has been through the struggle zone.  He had gone through some 

things and by the time he had gone through and he has dealt with 

his brothers and he had dealt with (00:48:13) and he had dealt 

with the jailers.  By that time, he was ready for payroll and God 

was taking him through and molding him, but he had to go 

through the season of the struggle zone.  And some of you are in 

that right now and what I’m trying to tell you that it is the season 

and that it will make you, but if you don’t do right, you can stay 

and you’ll die in the struggle zone.  Understand that the children 

of Israel, most of them died in the wilderness and they were not 

supposed to. 
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They’ll go through it, but they died there because they disobeyed 

what God told them to do.  There are some things he wants you 

to straightened out so you can get out of that struggle zone.  You’ll 

be wiser and you’ll be stronger.  But if you don’t do right, you’ll 

die in the struggle zone and you’ll never, never get out. 

 Harvest.  In Genesis 41 beginning of the 51st verse.  The season 

of his harvest.  In there the bible says, Genesis 41:51, “And Joseph 

called the name of the firstborn Manasseh, for God, said he, has 

made me forget all my toil and all my father’s house.  And the 

name of the second called Ephraim for God has caused me to be 

fruitful in the land of my affliction.  And the seven years of 

plenteousness, that was in the land of Egypt, were ended.” 

 

00:50:08 

 

And it is interesting that Joseph really came into the zone when 

trouble came to the land of Egypt.  The Pharaoh put him in 

charge, but during those seven good years, Pharaoh’s friends, 

they didn’t know whether Joseph’s dreams were true or not and 

everybody was happy in the seven years because there was plenty 

of grains for everyone but when the seven years of plenty was 

ended, everyone had to then come to Joseph. 

 

 You see sometimes people, when you’re ready, when you are 

prepared even when the rest of the world going to topple, you’re 

in good shape when you’re ready, and when you’re in the position 

that God has put you in because this world will always go for 

those (00:50:55) but so when you’re in the position that God has 

put you in, God will take a famine and give you a feast and he’ll 

be able to take the famine and make you prosper from the famine 

because there are always going to be folks starving and folks with 

way too much to eat.  You have to make the decision which side 

are you going to be on.  So, when the famine came, because Joseph 

had been listening to the voice of God, Joseph really came into 

power once the famine came.  He was in the season of harvest and 

this is everyone in Egypt, they wanted something to eat, had to 

come to Joseph. 

 

 That man was the most powerful man in the whole land even 

above because Pharaoh won’t even bothered with the food.  

Everyone that wanted something to eat — because you don’t have 

a powerful position, people, that’s the position that’s more 

powerful than any other position in the land if you’re the man 

that controlled all the food.  Do you know if there was one man in 
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the land with the control of all the food, you would have to go see 

him this day?  I mean you may come to see a preacher, but you’re 

going to see the man who got food.  Whether you come to the 

(00:52:08) it might be raining outside and it was raining too hard, 

you’re not coming to see the preacher.  But if it was one man who 

had all the food, you’re going to see him.  That man had more 

power than any man in the land.  It was a season of harvest. 

 

 But what I want you to get from those verses really is not so much 

even the harvest season.  What I want you to get is something you 

want to go — hidden meanings of things and a lot of times, I don’t 

deal with too much of the hidden stuff, I try to deal with stuff 

that’s right out on the surface.  But this was varied just a little 

bit. 

 

Most of you know the story of Manasseh and Ephraim.  Manasseh 

was the first born, Ephraim was the second son and when Joseph 

father Jacob or whose name was Israel came to pronounce the 

blessing, he crossed his hands and put the main blessing of the 

second son instead of the first.  I want to tell you why because the 

bible didn’t explain it.  It simply says that Jacob told Joseph that 

Ephraim would be the greater of the two and that sort of 

explained in Genesis 48 beginning at the 8th verse and I just want 

to read a portion of that, the New King James version.  “Then 

Israel saw Joseph’s sons, and said, “Who are these?”  And Joseph 

said unto his father, “They are my sons, whom God has given me 

in this place.”  And he said, “Please bring them to me and I will 

bless them.”  Now the eyes of Israel were dimmed with age so that 

he could not see.  Then Joseph brought them near him and he 

kissed them and embraced and Israel said to Joseph, I had not 

thought to see your face but in fact, God has also shown me your 

offspring. 

 

 So, Joseph brought them from beside his knees and he bowed 

down with his face to the earth and Joseph took them both, 

Ephraim in his right hand towards Israel’s right hand and 

Manasseh with his left hand towards Israel’s right hand and 

brought them near him.  Then Israel stretched out his right hand 

and laid it on Ephraim’s head who was the younger and his left 

hand on Manasseh’s head, guiding his hands knowingly for 

Manasseh was the first born.  And he asked Joseph and said, “God 

before whom my father’s Abraham and I just walked, the God who 

has set me all my life long to this day, the angel who has redeemed 

me from all evil bless the lads, let my name be named upon them 
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and the name of my father Abraham and Isaac and let them grow 

into a multitude in the midst of the earth. 

 

 Now when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand on the 

head of Ephraim, it displeased him.  So, he took hold of his 

father’s hand to remove it from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s 

head and Joseph said to his father, “Not so, my father, for this is 

the firstborn; put your right hand on his head.” 

 

00:55:14 

 

But his father refused, and said, “I know, my son, I know, he also 

shall become a people, and he also shall be great.  But truly his 

younger brother shall be greater than he, and his descendants 

shall become a multitude of nations.  So, he blessed them that 

day, saying, by you Israel will bless, saying, May God make you 

as Ephraim and as Manasseh: and thus, he set Ephraim before 

Manasseh.” 

 

 What Joseph said was this as his father crossed his hands and 

switched the blessings.  Joseph said, “No, daddy, you understand.  

You are supposed to pronounce the greater blessing on the first 

born, but are pronouncing greater blessing the second.  Again, you 

got it mixed up” and daddy said, “No, my son, I know what I’m 

doing for this child shall be the greater.”  And people I want you 

to look at what Joseph said in Genesis 41:51 as he explained what 

the names of Manasseh and Ephraim meant.  “And Joseph called 

the name of the firstborn Manasseh: For God, said he, has made 

me forget all my toil, and all my father’s house.  And the name of 

the second called he Ephraim: For God has caused me to be 

fruitful in the land of my affliction.”  And you see, those were the 

two names and those were the two meanings of the boy.  And 

people, you’ll always have a Manasseh and an Ephraim and 

Ephraim will always be greater.  He said Manasseh meant that 

God has caused to forget all of his toil, all of his work or all of the 

struggles known that he had gone through, and it caused him to 

forget all his family.  but Ephraim meant that God has caused me 

be fruit in the land of my affliction. 

 

 First of all, Joseph didn’t forget all of his toil and his struggle and 

all of his family because when you read the story and they came 

to see him, he had to go through or four times just to cry so he 

didn’t forget them.  What he was saying was that all of the pain 

and all of the turmoil and all of the struggle, God has allowed me 
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to put in the back of my mind.  But Ephraim means that God has 

caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction and those are 

two different things and two different attitudes both of which are 

necessary, but one will always be greater than the other. 

 

 You see, there’s a point in people, all of us have got our Manasseh 

because all of us got our struggle zones.  All of us have got things 

that we have gone through and people that are wronged us and 

people that have abused and misused us, all of us have got that 

and there’s not a person alive of any age that’s out of childhood 

innocence that does not have someone that hasn’t done you 

wrong.  You got a whole list of people that have.  And the 

Manasseh to God who put him in (00:59:01) Ephraim God blessed 

him to be fruitful in the land of your affliction because people, let 

me tell you something, you’ll always be in the land of your 

affliction because your affliction never leaves.  It is always the 

land of the affliction.  That’s why Joseph, man or a woman, in a 

few days and full of trouble.  That’s why (00:59:28) said, “We only 

have 70 years and those years are full of sorry and trouble.” 

 

 It is in the Bible, (00:59:37) all of his life is a land of affliction and 

the difference is it’s good to be able to forget about and put it out 

of your system.  You need that for people — it’s one thing to say, 

“I forgotten about all of the stuff of the past.”  You need that but 

it’s another thing to say, “God is going to make me fruitful no 

matter what happens.  No matter what my afflictions are, no 

matter what people are around me, no matter what.  God is going 

to bless me and make me fruitful.” 

 

01:00:08 

 

That’s Ephraim, and Ephraim will always be greater than 

Manasseh because it’s one thing to say, “I’m going to forget about 

all these stuffs or the past, but that’s really on the past.”  And 

you’ll never handle your future dwelling on the past.  You’ll never 

do anything great today worrying about what you’ve could have 

done yesterday.  You’ll never be happy today worrying about who 

made you sorrowful yesterday.  It’s one thing to forgive, it’s 

another thing to move. 

 

 Manasseh was about forgiveness; Ephraim was about moving.  He 

said, “Ephraim meant God has made me fruitful in the land of my 

affliction” and all of us have a land of affliction and it will never 

leave you.  You speak well if I can get this and my affliction will 
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leave.  No, it won’t, it just coming in another way.  You’re always 

going to have some kind of affliction and if you don’t have the 

affliction, you will be dealing with someone else’s affliction.  So, 

it’s always going to be there of some type of way.  If you got 

children, either will you get straightened out, you got to get deal 

with your children.  They got some affliction.  Or if you have a 

brother or a sister that has some affliction.  Or you’re going to 

have a mother or a father that have some affliction.  You’re got to 

always have affliction around you in one form or another, but you 

got to have the spirit of Ephraim. 

 

 God has made me fruitful in the midst of my affliction and the key 

is to focus on the fruit and not the affliction, because there will 

always be both and whichever one you focus on — and see, Joseph 

had the perfect ability to be bitter, to be angry about all of the 

stuff that he had gone through.  “Lord, you sit me in the middle 

of a family where all my brothers were going to hate me.  Then 

you had them throw me in the pit.  Then you had me serving in 

slavery all these years, and then you had me locked up in prison.”  

Joseph had a legitimate complaint.  Some complaints are not 

legitimate.  He had a legitimate complaint and he hasn’t done 

anything wrong.  There is one thing when you’ve done wrong and 

you’re crooked and you know it and you can you see that your stuff 

is a result of your crookedness. 

 

 Joseph hadn’t even done anything wrong.  He had a legitimate 

complaint for he said, “I thank you Lord for Manasseh represent 

that you have let me forget all of the pits and all of the slavery 

and all of the prison.”  But on Ephraim says, “You needed a proof 

for even in the midst of the pit, even in the midst of the slavery 

and even in the midst of prison.”  Joseph was fruitful for 

everywhere he went and, in that prison, I’m sure that you had 

guilty folks who knew they should have been there and an 

innocent man yet Joseph was fruitful even in the middle of the 

prison because that’s the Ephraim spirit.  An Ephraim spirit will 

always be greater than the Manasseh spirit.  People, no matter 

what you’re going through right now, you need to have an 

Ephraim spirit and you need to be fruitful even in the midst of 

your affliction.  That’s the third season, the season of harvest. 

 

 And the fourth season is simply the season of winter.  There 

comes a point in life for he’s going through the harvest and 

basically where we’re winding down and when you look at the 

season of winter and Joseph season’s winter probably began when 
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he was well over 90 years old.  There’s a point when you get to be 

a certain age, you’re moving around and there’s just no way 

around because this old body is winding down.  And now the 

winter in everyone’s life.  It’s coming if you live long enough.  The 

only way is just there’s no way around.  It’s coming.  The winter 

will be here, but that, it’s shortest time it was talked about his 

time of winter. 

 

01:05:01 

 

 Virtually, only a few little verses beginning in the 50th chapter 

and they talked about how Joseph was in his last days, only that 

much.  His winter was very short, but his winter I imagine at least 

had to be about 15 or 20 years.  Joseph lived until he was 110 

years old, and I want you to see that even in a man that followed 

God, he had 13 years of the struggle zone, but it was the shortest 

period in his life.  It was his shortest time.  But you know when 

we’re going through, 13 years is a long, long time.  It was the 

shortest and you see, he said could look back over it as he got into 

his winter and you could see those little 13 years.  Now, he was 

110 when he died.  He took control of Egypt at 30.  So, he had from 

30 to 110.  He had 80 years in power, as second in command in 

Egypt.  He had 80 years compared to 13 years on the struggle 

zone. 

 

 So, people, while we’re going through that struggle zone, it seems 

like it’s going to never end.  And 13 years is a long time and if 

you’re on Year 1, that’s a long time.  And thank goodness, God 

does not tell us how long our struggle zone is because if he told 

us, some of us will just give up right then.  You know, sometimes 

if we knew that we had to go through all that — we would give 

up.  I saw with my youngest brother all the time.  You know, if I 

knew I had to go through, I hadn’t planned those seven years of 

struggle with no money.  I just hadn’t figure all that.  I was going 

to make millions the first year, if I had known that the struggle 

zone was that long and if God had told me, “My son, for seven 

years, you struggle with this thing.  For seven years you sink your 

money down on a pit and you see no harvest.  For seven years you 

struggle.”  If you had told me that, I said, “Wait a minute, let me 

get me some of these I don’t know about.” 

 

 If Joseph had known starting year one if he had 12 more years to 

go.  I don’t know whether he’d even (01:07:38) in because God 

sometimes can’t tell us how long we got in the struggle zone, 
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because if we knew it going to be that much struggle we went 

through, but the thing that we do need to know is this, that even 

in my time of affliction, I’ll be fruitful.  Even in my times of 

affliction — you see, even in your seven years of struggle, I was 

fruitful, and you know what, I was happy with fruit with.  I was 

fruitful because I was in charge of everything first of all because 

actually, I thought that my million was just around the corner.  I 

could see it in this next project, I knew it was just around the 

corner and that’s what kept me going. 

 

 I thought it was Joseph I imagine sought freedom with just — he, 

when he told that baker and when he told the steward to go back 

and tell Pharaoh the dream and don’t forget it and this, I’m going 

to tell Pharaoh, it was two years later for the man he 

remembered.  And I imagine even at that time, Joseph saw, “He’s 

going.  He’s going to tell Pharaoh; I’m going to be out of here 

tomorrow.”  Then forget and then at two years, people, it’s a long 

time in prison.  That’s a long time in prison.  The man forgotten 

and then Joseph knew that after God had given him this great 

revelation to someone right there and the Pharaoh in the court, 

surely, he was going to be out of there in a hurry.  Didn’t happen, 

his timing was a little off, and many times, our time is a little off 

and we have to struggle with the thing much longer than we 

think.  People has to struggle to stand the spirit of Ephraim, even 

in my land of affliction, God has made me fruitful. 

 

 Childhood innocence, the Struggle, the Harvest and then the 

Season of Winter.  These were the four seasons that Joseph went 

through.  These are the same four seasons that each one of us 

shall (01:10:06).  Don’t get stuck in the struggle zone.  Your eyes 

will be open, so that even childhood innocence would be no longer 

and yet it will. 

 

01:10:19 

 

That’s why Jesus told us, in order to enter the kingdom of heaven, 

you must become as a little child.  And there will come a point 

when you get sufficient spirit within you, you start seeing things 

again just as a child.  You start having an enthusiasm and you’ll 

start seeing the best and the brightest and the greatest of hope in 

things because you get back to becoming as a little child. 

 

 Even if the spirit hits you, even your romance will start getting 

back to where you were as a child.  Childhood Innocence, the 
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Struggle zone, the Harvest and the final Season of Winter.  As we 

go through this life, they are fruitful, but as I said before I got 

started, for some of you, all the methods of the four seasons of life 

you don’t need it.  What you needed was to straighten up that 

which God has shown you is crooked.  Bow you heads. 

 Dear heavenly Father, we thank you again for this word upon this 

day.  And we thank you dear Father that it is you that controls 

the seasons.  For even in the seasons of nature, in the middle of 

summer, you can make it cold and in the middle of winter, you 

can make it warm.  You control the seasons of our lives dear 

father.  You control where we’ll go, but the weather will be right.  

We can plant, we can water, we can till the soil, but it is only you 

that can bring in the increase.  Help us to understand that.  We 

have a part to play in the garden but it is only you that might 

(01:12:34) and dear Father, as we go through this land and this 

life, and this joy and affliction, let us take you (01:12:53) be 

fruitful no matter what the affliction.  And we shall always have 

a fruitful (01:13:01) no matter what the affliction, and we’ll be full 

of joy no matter what.  Be full of peace no matter what the 

affliction.  We’ll be full of love no matter what the affliction.  We’ll 

be full of (01:13:18) no matter what the affliction.  We’ll be full of 

temperance no matter what the affliction.  No matter what the 

affliction, we shall be fruitful and the spirit of Ephraim will be 

grater in the spirit.  Let that spirit flow over.  Let us be now 

fruitful and bring joy.  We thank you Father, (01:13:57) let it 

guide me to make a change by your son.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  

Amen. 

 

01:14:21 
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