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Nathaniel Bronner: Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you again for another day 

to come to your presence to be able to worship, to praise and give 

thanks to you, dear Father.  And dear Father I pray that upon 

this day you shall enter into my mind and spirit that which you 

shall have the people for no one to see and open their eyes and 

their ears and their spirit that they may hear what you are saying 

unto them.  And I know dear father that sometimes, the message 

is just for one, but this message is for all.  Open their eyes, open 

their ears and let them hear that which you shall have that no 

ending.  In thy Son, Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

 If you would open your Bibles to the 13th chapter of the Book of 

Matthew.  And as you know, if you’ve been here for the last couple 

of weeks.  Two weeks ago, as we made preparation to open the 

statement never here, I brought back with mustard seed and gave 

to all of those that want to participate a mustard seed.  That is 

what symbolize the beginning of a transformation and though it 

would be a small thing it could turn into a giant thing.  And 

minute came up and partook in, took a mustard seed.  In the last 

week, I preached from the subject of the mustard seed.  And on 

the last Sunday evening, my mother called me and she said, “Son, 

I want one of those mustard seed, but I would not take one 

because taking one signify that you would participate and that 

you wanted to be a part of the fitness program.”  She’s said, “I 

want to do that.”  And she’s, “I’m going to be straight about it, I 

want to go in a gym and work out, because I want to go take one 

-- and you think people, my mother is a woman of  a great and 

virtue and her word is her bond.  And when you come down 

especially and they all forgot and say, “What you’re going to do?  

You aint making the vow to me.  That’s to God.”  And my mother 

says, “I want those (00:02:22) say what I was going to do and I 

wouldn’t going to do with it.” She said, “but I want mustard seed.   

 

00:05:00 

 

And she said, “Because I want to plant the mustard seed in my 

backyard and watch it grow into a giant tree.”  And I told my 

mother, I said, “Mother, it’s not going to grow into a giant tree.”  

She said, “What do you mean?”  I said, “A mustard seed does not 

grow into a giant tree.”  I said, “It’s not a tree.” I said, “It’s a bush”.  

She said, “No, it isn’t.”  She says, “It’s a tree and not only it is a 

tree, it’s the greatest of trees.  It’s a humongous tree.”  I said, “No, 

no it isn’t.”  I say, “it’s a bush”.  She said, “No that’s a tree.” 
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 And normally, whenever you get into discussion with my mother 

about the Bible, you better sure enough know what you’re talking 

about, because she knows that Bible back and forth.  And nine out 

of 10 times, she’s usually right about it but, just so half of this 

time I was right, for that she just said, it’s a mustard seed.  And 

I knew what it was.  And I told her, I said” No mama, its not a 

giant tree.  And it does not grow into a giant tree.”  I said, 

“Fundamentally, it’s a bush.” And she actually said, “No, go get a 

Bible.”   

 

 So, turn to the 13th chapter of the Book of Matthew, in the 31st 

verse, and it is the same verse that I preached upon last week and 

I told you, last week -- I was just stopping in that because I went 

through.  And little did I realize; I would have to comeback this 

week.  I went through but you see, what I have to say this week 

was not what I left that I say last week, because what I’m about 

to say this week, I didn’t even realize last week.  The whole new 

revelation.  And Matthew 13:31 King James Version, “Another 

parable put he forth unto them, saying, “The kingdom of Heaven 

is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed 

in his field: Which indeed is the least of all seeds, but when it is 

grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so 

that the birds from the air come and lodge in the branches 

thereof.”  The new living translation put it this way, “It is the 

smallest of all seeds, but it becomes the largest of garden plants; 

and grows into a tree, where birds can come and find shelter in 

its branches.” 

 

 As I read that to my mother and she saw that it was the largest 

among herbs not trees.  And she said, “Boy, I thought all my life 

that the mustard seed grew into a humongous -- into a giant tree, 

and yet here the Bible say it’s a bush, it’s an herb.”  And you see, 

“I knew it because I had researched the mustard plant and I 

looked the pictures of it.  You see the trunk that the mustard plant 

grows.  And you see, many of you eat mustard plants already, you 

just don’t know it, the difference (00:08:33) you see broccoli is a 

type of a mustard plant. Cauliflower is a type of a mustard plant.  

bok choy is a type of mustard plant, and even mustard greens are 

a type of mustard plant.  Yet, the type that it was talking about 

in the bible, it is the largest of all of the earth.  But even though 

it was the largest of all the earth, it only grew to a height of three 

to five feet.  The biggest mustard tree was no taller than five feet 

tall.  And then my mother said, “I thought all this year, that the 

mustard plant grew into a giant sequoia or giant redwood or one 
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of the great seeds of Lebanon.  I thought that it was a tree, at 

least way into the sky.  I had no idea that this thing was 3 to 5 

feet tall.  As big as the mustard plant -- got it.”  And yet the bible 

says, “It was the greatest among earth.”  And I speak to you today 

simply from the subject of the greatest.  Before I do, I want to 

present my mother this mustard seed.  And she asked in all 

sincerity, and she said what she was going to do, but she wanted 

a mustard seed. 

 

00:10:03 

 

 And she said, she wanted to plant her mustard seed.  I told my 

mother, “I don’t even know whether seeds will even grow.”  But 

I’m going to present to you today three mustard seed.   So now, 

she has her mustard seed that will grow but not into a humongous 

tree.  That is what we’re going to do.   There’s 3 to 5 feet, and ask 

about, I had that discussion with my mother of understanding 

that the mustard seed only grew to an herb that was three to five 

feet.  I went downstairs to watch television and as I was watching, 

a movie came on.  Theological preach not too long ago about God’s 

divine timing and there was a movie that just caught my 

attention.  I was reading through the TV guide and saw the movie, 

and somebody just caught my attention.  He was trying forth to 

come out, and the movie was call “Always Outnumbered, Always 

Outgunned,” and it starred when Laurence Fishburne.  And 

basically, it was a story of a man who had just been released from 

prison.  He had been in jail for 12 years and when he was released, 

you know coming out of prison, you can’t get a decent job.  You 

can’t get respect; you have no money.  Oftentimes, you have no 

place to stay.  He was at the bottom of society and yet he had come 

out, and that’s why the movie was called, “Always Outnumbered, 

Always Outgunned.”  It looks like everybody around him all in the 

circumstances of life was greater than we had.  Yet he came out 

and he said, “I’ll make a vow”.  And he had gotten locked up in 

prison to call the violence and he said, “I would never be violent 

again till the death of yet another person.” 

 

 And he said every day when has coming to home to the little bit 

of places that he was reading, he got his money from picking up 

aluminum cans and taking the cans and selling then to a recycler.  

He said, “every time I come for my little place, I grade myself on 

how well I’ve done.  That I have done no violence and done no men 

wrong upon this day.” 
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 And the whole movie was about a man, who though he was at the 

bottom, he set out helping people.  And one after another, with 

the little bit that he had.  With whatever skills that he had with, 

with whatever muscle that he had, whatever wisdom and 

knowledge, and able to see the way clearly with whatever he had, 

this man set out to help people.  That was the whole movie was 

all about.  By the time I got to the end of the movie, my eyes were 

just flowing with water, and tears was just flowing down, my eyes 

were red, I just crying so hard because I saw within the movie the 

meaning of the mustard seed. 

 

 And sometimes God will send something like that, just to show 

you something and to make it alive and to make it real, and I saw 

-- and I saw so clearly as to why Jesus used the plant.  He could’ve 

used one of the Great Seeds of Lebanon, but he did not, because 

even a great tree it also comes out of a small seed.  He used a 

bush.  He didn’t not used the tree.  And even though the Bible 

said, “The mustard plant became a tree, it was fill of bush.  All 

again it serves the function of the tree because it became a tree.  

Because the birds are able to come and seat in the branches there 

of even though the same was on a tree, 5 feet tall.   

 

 I saw a great principle just in that verse, that shed tears and 

(00:14:05).  And one of the things I believe in terms of why Jesus 

used the mustard seed that grew into only a bush 3 to 5 feet tall. 

It’s because people, most of us are not destined to become tall 

trees.  Most of us and most of you, are not destined to become tall 

trees.  You see the tall tree is that in which the world can view 

and is that it reaches almost up to the sky, most of us are not 

destined for that.  Most of us, even though I wish we could.  Most 

of us are never going to be what (00:14:52) there is.  You’re never 

going to be a millionaire in all realistic probability.  Most of us 

never will. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 Most of us will never get famous.  You will never have your name 

flashed across the newspaper, on television, every day people 

talking about.  You never be at the point when you can walk down 

the street and people will recognize you in this city and that city, 

most of us will never become tall trees.  Most of us will never 

shake the hand of the President of the United States.  Will never 

be in the eyes in the world tall trees.  Most of us are destined to 

be mustard trees, not seeds of Lebanon.  And as I watched the 
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movie and saw it, understood that, grave revelation came and it 

even started changing my life and spirit about some things. 

 

 And sometimes people, we have to understand and then you see 

that’s how often times we can so discourage because we see it were 

a bush and yet we someone else as the tall tree.  And it makes us 

feel bad because we are bush, because we don’t have all the stuff 

that the tree has.  That’s why Jesus used that example of that 

mustard seed going that it was the greatest of the earth in the 

garden, but it wasn’t a tree, but yet it serves the purpose, and as 

it watched this ex-convict going about his life, this man had 

everyone that he’s working to help, he had less than they did, but 

he turned their lives around, because what he had was the 

mustard seed spirit. 

 

 He said, “I don’t have a job or a roof.  I don’t have an education.  I 

am not only eloquent of speech.  I’m not highly skilled, I don’t 

have these, I don’t have that, except for that that I do have.”  Turn 

to your neighbor and just tell them, “That the I do have.”  That 

that you do have, you can get all of God is asking of you.  He’s not 

asking of you something that you do not have.  All He’s asking is 

that, that you do have.  And He said to the world, “That that I do 

have.  I’m going to use that that I do have to the best of my 

ability.”  And I’ll make a change in the world with that that I do 

have.  Do you know people with that, that you do have, you’ve got 

the power to make a change in the world?  You may not have the 

power to be a priest, you may not have the power to do a whole lot 

of great stuff to the world because you just recognizing, you wake 

up one morning, then the television camera, the actual goal, a 

reporter (00:17:56) wanting to know how you do it, no you mean 

never do that.  It was mental probability of never will.  More than 

likely all of us are going to be bushes.  But yet, we got the potential 

to do as that man who had just gotten out of jail to change the 

lives of people that are around us.  

 

 And you see we sometimes look at the tree, but you know that’s 

always been the case.  Do you know perhaps that once the 

greatest prophets of the Old Testament was the prophet Elijah?  

And do you remember when prophet Elijah got discouraged and 

he went in, he sat under the tree and he said, “Lord, I’m the only 

left.  I’m the only prophet you’ve got.  I’m the only one that have 

bowed my knees on the bed, I’m the only one in the whole land.”  

And God told him, “You are not always.  I ‘ve got 7,000 more that 
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have never bowed under me.”  But to think about it no one knew 

of them 7,000, they were bushes. 

 

 You see Elijah was a tree. Everybody knew about Elijah.  He was 

the one that stood before the king and call down the fire from 

Heaven, and has slain all the elder (00:19:22).  Everyone knew 

Elijah.  Elijah was a tree but as such, I got 7,000 more.  Did you 

even heard that they had no things, they had no big names, they 

have not done any greater public deed?  Him, the man of God, 

they don’t even know they existed.  And you see sometimes we’ll 

feel like that or the worst.  Sometimes we’ll feel like a world that 

doesn’t even know that we exist and sometimes the big trees don’t 

even know you exist.  Elijah found not only one, it’s now 7001 but 

the others, they had no big names that they were serving God all 

the same. 

 

00:20:14 

 

 There’s another principle behind this.  The big trees may not 

know who you are, but God got your number.  See, the big trees 

didn’t know, God and everyone, not only did he know everyone it’s 

just like that even the very hairs on your head are numbered.  

He’s not only knew how many strands of hair.  He’s knew how 

many hairs on each one of them head.  Every hair of the head, all 

7,000 prophets had number on every head. 

 

 You see, the big trees in the world may not know who you are but 

God knows.  God knows.  And sometimes we’ll get so discouraged 

because we see the world yet the world is really reducing and 

we’re trying to see all 7,000.  They have served in wine not to 

(00:21:08) because of the rest of that.  To be trying not to kneel 

and bow to thank God.  That’s why that verse it the mustard seed 

the greatest of the herbs in the garden because though it was a 

bush it became a tree.  And the thing that made into a tree was 

nest a bird from the air come and lodge in the branches thereon.  

That was the thing that made the bush into a tree because that is 

the shelter to someone else.  And you see, people even though we 

may not have done a lot of great things that the world considers 

this so magnanimous and all of that. 

 

 All of us have the ability to become trees though we’re still bushes.  

All you have to do is you shelter and you comfort and you guide to 

someone else and you become a tree.  And you see, often times the 

world has us hang up on the external file and on numbers.  And 
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that’s why God even has get, he even gets any (00:22:52).  It is my 

first goal as we switch roles and the first thing was we need to fill 

his place up and God he got only that and he begin to ask you a 

question and finally he was (00:23:03) want you to worry about 

finally fill up the church you fill up the people.  And as I saw those 

principles God wasn’t concern about numbers.  And even within 

your life sometimes you think God is just concern with some of 

the big things.  No, he’s not.  He’s not concerned with numbers.  

But he’s concerned in the quality of what you do no matter how 

small or how big. 

 

 Now, some people are trees, don’t get me wrong.  Some people are 

trees it’s their destiny but not most, not the vast majority.  Not by 

long shot most of us are bushes but we can become trees by simply 

giving shelter to someone else.  (00:23:48) now turn to the book of 

Genesis the 18th Chapter and I’ll show you something (00:23:54) 

how.  Even the numbers that we think are so important really are 

not.  And this is a story of Sodom and Gomorrah, Abraham and 

Lot.  And in Genesis Chapter 18 beginning at the 22nd Verse the 

new King James version.  And here Abraham was talking to God 

then the men turned away from there and went towards Sodom.  

But Abraham still stood before the Lord.  Abraham came near and 

said, “You all saw the struggle.  Righteous to the wicked.”  

Supposed there was (00:24:39) righteous within the fish would 

you also destroy the places not fair for 50 righteous that were in 

it?  Far be it from you to do such a thing as this.  To slay the 

righteous with the wicked.  So does the righteous should be as the 

wicked far be it from you.  Shall not the judge of all earth do 

right.” 

 

00:25:00 

 

 So, the Lord think, “If I find Sodom 50 righteous within the city 

then I will spare all the place from their fate.”  And Abraham went 

on to talking he knows the story.  Abraham thought if the Lord is 

(00:25:17) will you spare the city if I can find 50 righteous folks.  

And I imagine Abraham being startled looking at that city.  And 

seeing all the wickedness was going on within the city and 

Abraham is, “Wait a minute Lord what about 45?”  And Abraham 

I imagine surveys the city once again and he saw all the sodomites 

and he so all the men they are sleeping with all of the men and, 

“Wait a minute Lord.  What about 5?”  And he looked again all 

over the city and (00:26:03).  “Wait a minute Lord.  What about 

30.”  And he looked again and saw all of the evil quite a lot.  “If I 
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can find 20”.  The Lord said, “I’ll spare the city if you can find 20.”  

Abraham can’t imagine (00:26:33).  “But hold up one more time 

Lord, what about 10?  If I can find 10 righteous, would you save 

the city?”  And God said, “If you can find 10 righteous, I’ll save 

the city.” 

 

 And then you know Abraham couldn’t find 10 righteous and as a 

result the city was destroyed.  But there’s a great principle within 

this.  Abraham couldn’t find 10 righteous because no one have 

done anything to produce 10 righteous.  He tried to find 10 

faithful because no one is going in and preach the words of faith 

to folks.  And see though Abraham said, “Lord if I find and you 

see sometimes people is not on the (00:27:43) only up to you to 

convert them.”  And goes down to 10 people would have saved the 

whole city.  And 10 is not a whole lot.  But 10 people would have 

saved the whole city.  And even when at that time when the 

angels went in to bring Lot out.  Then you know Lot can bring but 

four women include himself.  He can only bring his wife and his 

two daughters.  He even (00:28:22) that his daughter’s husband 

and they laughed at him.  For out of the whole city came four 

people and one of them looked back and were turned into a pillar 

of salt.  Only three (00:28:33) in the whole city and yet there was 

a small number. 

 

 And yet it shows that if there has been, if there has been just 10 

it could have saved it, the whole city.  You see, sometimes that 

preaches you the bushes job producing some monumental affects.  

And sometimes we think the job what we’re doing is so small.  

Back in the nursery my son said he’s into that, “I want to go to 

the nursery.”  But no one to guide him the nursery.  So, I came 

back in the nursey.  And I just saw the children.  You see many of 

us would even consider being and watching over the nursery as 

the bushes job.  And I have into look in I remember Ms. Jenkins, 

“Who is Ms. Jenkins?”  Ms. Jenkins was my nursery school 

teacher when I was my (00:29:36).  And that’s just 40 years ago.  

And yet I remember Ms. Jenkins as clear as it was yesterday.  And 

you see at the time Ms. Jenkins all she had was a bunch of little 

children all around her.  A bunch of little bushes and yet no one 

would think that was such a monumental job.  Yet, she was 

molding and shaping the lives of the future generation. 

 

00:30:04 
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 And I still remember Ms. Jenkins and (00:30:08) at the time I felt 

was (00:30:10).  But Ms. Jenkins and still disciplined in the chore.  

And she made the change in the lives of everyone of those children 

that is within her class.  But no one ever gave Ms. Jenkins any 

gray accolades.  No one every presented any great class to Ms. 

Jenkins.  No one ever had a Ms. Jenkins Appreciation Day.  No 

one ever gave her a lot of glory because it was a bullshit job and 

yet, it was a training.  And those little bushes became a tree 

because it gave shock to so many. 

 

 You see, the arc is a master tree.  And for so long the focus was 

on trying to give a big church.  Trying to get the things sealed up.  

And you see, sometimes to be perfectly honest with you.  And I 

know theologically it feels the same way.  Sometimes you feel 

more down if you look out over the crowd and it’s sparse.  And you 

feel the people are not here.  And as I watch that movie and 

understood the story of the mustard seed, it changed my spirit.   

 

 Supposing all the years of my ministry and all of the years of 

theologiesness(ph) and supposing all of our holiness and no 

matter how long we’re in ministry.  Suppose all we did was change 

the lives of 10-folk.  Supposed that’s all.  That was all we do, all 

of the television ministries that go forth and preaching twice a 

week. 

 

 Supposed all that we did was change the life of just 10-folk.  And 

I thought about testing as I looked at that one convict who gave 

everything, he had to changing the lives of everyone that he could.  

I thought about the arc.  Supposed all we need was change the 

lives of 10-folk(ph) and tears became the wealth in my eyes as the 

folks -- the purpose of God.  And sometimes we so hang up on all 

this big stuff.  We try to get all this big stuff in our lives.  You 

know, sometimes you agree to things -- yes, you can bring your 

children up right and we all focus on having all these fine cars, 

fine houses and big jobs, titles.  It is all right to have all of that 

stuff, but all that stuff what is it all about? 

 

 And you see, that’s why, you know, there’s only been one modern 

person that we have a national holiday for, and that’s Martin 

Luther King.  Martin Luther King was a tree, like one of his 

features and he said, “Look.”  He said, “When I’m gone don’t tell 

the folks about my Nobel Peace Prize.  Don’t tell the folks about 

all the hundreds of the wars that I’ve got.  Don’t tell the folks 

where I’ve been to school.  Don’t tell the folks about all those great 
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accomplishments.  Don’t.  All I wanted was change.”  Is it Martin 

Luther King, Jr. try to help somebody along the way? 

 

 Change had a grip for the same and most of us are focused on this 

and most of us focused on the Nobel Peace Prize, “Do you know 

who I am?”  Most of us would be focused on the Peace Prize about 

all of the accolades for all the world as King got closer to the 

mountain top, he began to see the power of the mustard trees.  

And he began to see it was all in the big stuff.  He said, “Get all 

that big stuff and you tell the folks in my eulogy that I find the 

help, somebody along the way.  See, I don’t care who you are.  I 

don’t care what you have or what school you went to, I didn’t go 

to, what degree do you have or what degree you don’t have.  You 

can help somebody.  And when you help somebody, when you 

allow the bird to lodge in your branches you become a tree.  When 

you help somebody --  

 

 And you see sometimes, we got so much stuff on us, we can’t 

understand that.  We can't believe that.  And you see, I believe it. 

 

00:34:59 

 

 Though, if all we did in all of our years of ministry was to change 

the lives 10-folk, I believe that would be a great fulfilment.  And 

I believe that as long as we have done what God told us to do 

because God didn’t plan.  He didn’t make everything to become a 

great tree.  Most of the things he made to become small bushes, 

you find as you go out to nature, there’s a whole lot more bushes 

and so they live their dreams.  You would be what you see God 

had made you to be.  We’re not the big trees, so everything had its 

purpose.  And I fully believe that is all we could do to change the 

lives and change people into be well worth it, but deeper than 

that.  I honestly believe that in all of the years that we got forth 

we did was to change the life of five people it be worth it.  And you 

give the thing for the next.  I honestly believed that in all of the 

years that we got (00:36:01) ministry and years behind us.  If all 

we did was change the life of one it be worth it. 

 

 If all we need was change the life of one, it would be worth it.  

Now, someone is destined to change the lives of thousands, tens 

of thousands and even millions.  But everybody’s got the power to 

be an influence.  So, let it shine and show (00:36:37) that you can 

be the instrument to change the life of one.  And as I saw and 

recognized the principle, I began to understand why Jesus pick 
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the scenes, it was a bush and not a great tree.  You got the power 

to be the greatest.  And the greatest were simply that, though it 

was a bush it became a tree and allows the birds of the air to nest 

and rest in its branches. 

 

 And you see, sometimes we’re facing, “Lord, I can't change the life 

of one because I came here for myself.”  You know, we just started, 

we just opened the fitness center and I asked my wife to 

spearhead and head that.  And you know what my wife told me 

when I asked her that?  I’m going to tell you verbatim exactly to 

the level into the word exactly what she said.  She said, “How in 

the world am I going to help this other people get themselves 

great.”  And she said, “And I’m trying to get my own behind in 

shape.”  And she was literally -- she had a couple extra pounds 

back in.  She would literally try to get and — that’s exactly what 

she told me.  “How am I going to help the people and I’m trying to 

get my own behind in shape.”  And sometimes we’ll feel like that 

we say, “How in the world am I going to help somebody else and I 

got my own problem?  I got my own situation I’m dealing with.  I 

got my own hell.  I got my own infirmities.  I got my own crisis.  I 

got my own bills that are overdue.  I got my own sicknesses.  I got 

my own depression.  I got my own stuff.  How in the world I am 

going to help somebody else when I got my own stuff to deal with?” 

 

 I don’t care what you got to deal with.  You still have the ability 

to help somebody else.  So, number one, if you’re standing up in 

this church you meet often a whole lot of folks.  Just by the fact 

that you’re able to get here and sit up in here.  So, you better offer 

help a whole a lot of other folks.  Yeah, you may not have some 

things, yeah, you may have some problems here and there, more 

likely you lose.  But you’re still better off and every one of you 

know someone else in some area or another that’s in worst shape 

than you are.  Everyone knows somebody that’s in worst shape -- 

one area or another and you see that’s -- and I told my wife as I 

pointed out the -- “I know that you’re trying to get yourself 

together.  And it’s a good principle that if you ever going to lead 

somebody, have yourself together first.  That’s a valid principle.”  

I said, “But you have set your mind to get yourself together and I 

think if you carry someone else with you it would be a benefit even 

unto you.  It would be a benefit even unto you.” 

 

00:40:02 
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 And she said, “I’ll try.”  And the result is what we have back there, 

but do you know because my wife said she was trying to help and 

I said, “I’m not sure how many people are going to stick with the 

program.  It had quite (00:40:18).  I hope everyone does.” 

 

 But if everybody dropped out of the program, but one is worth it.  

If you change one is worth it.  And though we may have looked for 

all of these grand little things, and she saying, “Well, suppose 

they drop off,” I said, “What if they drop out, that’s all right.  If 

you just change one.”  That’s why Jesus said there is more 

rejoicing in Heaven over the one that is found and the 99 that are 

now lost. 

 

 All of you have the power to change the one, and you see, even 

once the fitness center was opened up, I even went in and start 

working on that.  I’m in better shape that I’ve been in months just 

from a weeks’ worth of working out.  For the first thing you 

change (00:41:23).  So, you’ll be surprised that when you do 

something to help somebody else, and you see if I’m in better 

shape, that’s what putting you in a better shape because that 

helps putting it, if I’ve got plenty of energy. 

 

 So, if you set out to help somebody else, the same will always turn 

around and will come back to you.  My father used to call it the 

higher road to selflessness, to understand that whenever you try 

-- see, there’s a spiritual principle, when all of it’s something that 

you want.  Help somebody else for that same thing.  You’d be 

surprised -- you know when -- and since the world principle is this, 

“Whenever there’s something I want, I get it.  Get all of that and 

get it, and hoard it under myself.” 

 

 The spiritual principle is whenever it is something you want, or 

whenever it’s something you need, help someone else in that same 

arena and you’ll be surprised that it will strengthen you. 

 

 You need some money?  Help somebody else out there with some 

money.  You’re a preacher, that’s funny.  The first thing you’ll do 

to make you more appreciative of what you’ve got.  It makes a big 

difference.  So, a lot of times, 99.9% of the time, it is what it is 

that’s what we think it is.  In reality -- so, first of all, even if you 

go to help somebody else out, it will number one, change your 

mentality. 
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 There’s a man.  So, he’s complaining about he had no shoes, and 

so he saw a man who had no feet.  You go and help somebody else, 

that first thing you will do, it will make you realize that you’re 

pretty blessed, indeed, than somebody else.  It will make you 

change your situation and start praising and start talking about 

the problem. 

 

 You have the power to become a tree, though you may not be the 

tallest one in the forest.  And even in our (00:43:14), as I look out 

of the crowd and, yes, it’s half full again, thank God for the half.  

And this place(ph) may be the one.  Maybe the one, and the whole 

purpose in ministry will be fulfilled if I change the one.  You’ll 

never know who that one may be. 

 

 There was a story of a town, and they had a group of praying 

women and they prayed, and they prayed, and they prayed, and 

they prayed that they could make a difference in the town.  They 

prayed and they prayed, and they had Bible study, and they had 

Bible study, they were like a town, never would be a change, but 

they had one little fellow in the Bible study that they put a spark 

in, and because they put a spark in this one little fellow, he 

decided to go on and become a minister because of that little group 

of women that was praying and holding Bible study to try to 

change the town. 

 

 They didn’t change the town.  All they did was put a spark in that 

one little fellow.  That one little fellow was Billy Brown.  You 

never know who your one will be, and you’ll never know what that 

one will change and what that one will do. 

 

 Don’t worry about trying and your tree doesn’t come up to be a 

great tree, and that’s why I had to explain to my mother that it’s 

not going to grow into a big tree.  A bush, and so are so many of 

us. 

 

00:45:00 

 

 But people, God had made us what we are, and all we’ve got to do 

is use what we got to the fullest, and we can give people shelter.  

And oftentimes, we see some of the things that you will seek are 

insignificant, that you will only use to the point (00:45:20) that 

thing has changed some people. 
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 Do you know what my most impacting message has been of all of 

the messages that I’ve preached?  My most impacting message by 

a longshot, nothing else even close.  It was illustrated as I was out 

of the pastoral conference, a lot of folks and there was a lady that 

ran up to me. 

 

 And she ran up to me and she had on a dress, but the dress looked 

like it was about 15 sizes too big for the lady.  I mean, the dress 

was literally like a big sheet that’s draped on the lady.  It was just 

hanging of the lady, and the lady ran up to me and she pointed 

her finger at me and she said, “You’re the cause why my dress is 

about to fall off of me.”  And I was thinking to myself, “What in 

the world is this lady talking about?” 

 

 And she said, “You preached the sermon once on how to properly 

use the bathroom,” and she said, “I thought of practicing that 

thing, and that thing started working, and stuff started coming 

out of me, and I started losing weight, and losing weight,” and she 

said, “I lost a hundred pounds, and you caused that all my clothes 

now won’t fit.”  And I said, “Good.  Great!”  And I said, “I didn’t 

even know the technique would cause someone to lose weight,” 

but I was sitting there looking at the lady, and I have had more 

people come up to me about that term and talking about how they 

have started using that technique, and what a difference it has 

made in their bodies, and you see frankly, to be honest about it, it 

was something I almost ashamed to say. 

 

 Now, I said almost because I went ahead and said it, but I was 

almost ashamed to say it, and yes.  And that’s been almost two 

years ago when I preached that sermon.  I had somebody come up 

to me last week.  I’ve never seen this before (00:47:29).  “You 

changed my life.” 

 

 Now, I’ve been using that technique (00:47:33) every day!  And if 

you don’t (00:47:36), I don’t know how many people have come up 

to me about that sermon, talking about how I changed her life on 

how to use the bathroom.  That wasn’t what I wanted to do!  That 

was not what I even wanted to be known for, but it’s (00:47:50).  I 

was like, “Somebody said look man, you have elevated my spirit.  

I’m praying now three or four times a day from listening to your 

messages.  I’m seeing the Lord.  I’m listening.  I’m seeing angels,” 

but God wanted them coming at me, telling me about using the 

bathroom different. 

 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5027.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5027.mp3 

 You see, that was something that if I had to pick anything that I 

would not have wanted, even to be known and remembered for, 

that would not have been it. 

 

 We’d have to change some folks’ lives, and you see, even I 

remember when I talked about it, cancer is the number two killer 

in this country.  The second leading area of cancer is in the colon 

area, and the major areas that the colon cancer occurs in is right 

in the (00:48:42) of where we’re sitting down to use the bathroom.  

It’s right in that part because we use it, and I said that if I could 

just save one life from cancer, it’s worth it. 

 

 I’ve even had somebody (00:48:57), so that wasn’t even 

appropriate for the (00:49:00), and I said, “My goodness, how dark 

can folks’ mind be.”  If you tell them information that will predict 

a thing, if you had to say they had colon cancer that came up in 

your -- raise your hands, you’re going to be healed.  The Lord is 

great, glorious.  Pray for this.  It ain’t a whole lot of dignity in 

telling people how to use the bathroom right, to prevent the 

cancer in the first place.  That ain’t dignifying. 

 

 That’s a (00:49:25) bush.  It’s not glorious.  It’s not something I 

even want to be known for.  It ain’t glorious.  It’s not a tree.  It’s 

not something that you want your picture plastered across the 

page with, and it says, “Man preaches town folk on how to use 

bathrooms.”  That ain’s something you want.  A bush. 

 

 But when I saw that lady come up, and I saw with my own eyes 

she had on a dress that was at least ten sizes too big for her.  It 

was literally about to fall off, and she said it’s all because you 

showed me how to use the bathroom properly, and it changed my 

life. 

 

00:50:10 

 

 Sometimes, the things that we think are small -- whatever you’ve 

got, use it.  And, you see, that was a technique that frankly, I 

invented.  I didn’t read about that anywhere.  God gave that to 

me and I gave it out to the people, and it was a small bush, but 

it’s the one thing because even 99%, I don’t care who the minister 

is.  Most of us don’t really remember a thing a year later.  As a 

matter of fact, most people have a hard time remembering last 

week’s sermon, much less a year later.  You don’t even ask about 

last month 
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 And that’s with most men, but this thing stuck into people’s mind, 

and everyone who came up to me said they were still doing it 

because it worked for them, but it was not thing that I though was 

a great tree, and sometimes, there’ll be things like that, and a lot 

of people will think that what we have, and it may be a bush in 

the eyes of the world, but it can change somebody. 

 

 You can be at tree, that will give the children of God rest.  Use 

what God gave.  Use what God gave, and with the whole thing 

about your (00:51:44), and when you’re thinking, you take 

inventory.  What have you got that can help somebody along the 

way? 

 

 We’ve got to turn from the mentality of the world, “What have 

they got that I can get?”  What have you got that can help 

somebody?  What have you got?  And you may not even be an 

adult.  What have you got that can help the children?  What have 

you got that can help somebody?  I know you’ve got problems and 

I won’t ask you. 

 

 What have you got that can help somebody?  And you’ll find that 

as you begin to help, as you begin to take whatever limited 

resources that you have.  You may not have the eloquence of 

speech.  You may not be able to speak at all.  We have one 

gentleman here.  He’s not very eloquent at all.  He could barely 

talk, but he’s here at every service.  He’s right Mr. Aaron, and he 

helps with everything that he could use. 

 

 That’s what gave him to the front.  To the front, and so many of 

us, we’ve got much more when we really stop and think about it, 

but we bury it because we say it’s not a tree, because it’s not a big 

thing. 

 

 We get oftentimes discouraged in ministry because we don’t have 

a huge (00:53:15).  You know, the average for a church is 70 

members?  That’s the average church.  Most churches are not 

trees.  They’re not humongous beings.  The average church in 

America has 70 members, but if you can save 70 people or 7 

people, or even 1, or even the one. 

 

 One of my commandments that God has given me, of the ten 

things that he gave me to do every day, one of them he said help 

someone every day.  And do you know you can always find a way 
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to help someone?  You could help someone just by comforting 

them, first of all.  I want you to just look at the person next to you.  

Just look at them.  Don’t say a word, just look at them. 

 

 Now, I want you to find something about that person to 

compliment them on.  Look at them.  Now, you see, that’s the 

thing about it.  You can always find something about somebody.  

Their hair is nice.  Their tie is nice.  There’s something about 

somebody.  Their teeth are nice.  Well, somebody, you can find 

something about somebody, and do you know whatever you can 

find and whenever you tell someone something good about 

themselves, it boosts them.  It increases their spirit, and 

sometimes, a person will be so low at something, and yes, a lot of 

anything that is said can make all of the difference. 

 

 Well, you know, sometimes when I go out, when traveling out 

somewhere, and a person will tell me while I’m getting on the 

plane and say, “Ooh, that’s a pretty tie you have.”  The tie frankly 

has nothing to do with me.  The tie, I didn’t design the tie. 

 

00:55:02 

 

 I didn’t make the tie.  All I did was wore the tie, and people will 

say, that’s a pretty tie that you’ve got, but you know there’s 

something about it.  Even though I did nothing to create that tie, 

there’s something about it that just makes you feel better, even 

in knowing you’ve got on a pretty tie.  You (00:55:22) create the 

tie. 

 

 So, you can always find something to help somebody every day, in 

some shape, form, or fashion.  Though God gave me that command 

specifically, that ought to apply to everybody.  You ought to be to 

help somebody every day. 

 

 Now, the person next to you, look at them.  I want you to look all 

about them then you tell them what you saw good.  Go ahead.  

Now, I want you to look around at the audience and notice what 

you see, everybody smiling.  And see, that just lets you know you 

have the power, first of all, to bring joy and the smile into 

somebody’s life.  (00:56:19), and it didn’t make you feel any worse. 

 

 Actually, that’s some of the things that we start to understand 

the high principles.  We will start to understand some things.  It 

makes a person feel good, and deep down, it makes you feel better.  
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You’ve got the power to become a tree.  Though we may not be big 

and tall as many of the others, the power of the mustard seed is 

the power of greatness, for you can become and have branches 

where the children of God can find rest. 

 

 And, no, you may not save ten thousand.  You may not save a 

thousand.  You may not save a hundred, not even ten, but you 

have the ability to make a change in one, to the one.  And if you 

just set out every day to say, “I’ going to help somebody every day.  

No matter what condition I’m in, I’m going to help somebody every 

day.”  It’ll change your world, and it’ll make you taller, even in 

your own sight.  It’ll give you strength, and you’ll have the mercy 

of God pouring down you. 

 

 You see, that’s what Jesus tried to explain to the disciples when 

they asked, “Lord, who’s the greatest among us?”  They said, 

“Lord, which one of us is the biggest tree?”  Jesus said, “Which 

one of you ought to be a bush.”  “Which one of us is the greatest, 

Lord?”  He said, “Those among you who would be great must be 

the servant of all.” 

 

 And you see, sometimes, we have to deal with some things that 

are just down there, and that’s why the sermon that has stuck 

with people the most was the sermon that I explained to folk how 

to properly use the bathroom, and many of you weren’t here two 

years ago, so you don’t know.  I’ve got a story for you, one that 

hides what am I talking about, and I know many of you won’t 

avoid, but what are you talking about. 

 

 I created this technique in my book, Quick Fasting, as I studied 

the digestive system and learned about all the cancers there.  I 

had bought a device called, The Welles Step, that when you go to 

the restroom -- see, first of all, this is basic stuff and no one else 

is going to have to deal with this in the pulpit but it’ll keep so 

many folks out of the hospital. 

 

 My belief is I want to keep you out of the hospital.  Yes, I’d like to 

be able to come down and raise (00:59:08) but I’d love to keep you 

out of there in the first place so you won’t have to go through the 

hassle and through the pain of going through the mess to begin 

with.  And it’s a simple principle that so often we have gotten 

away from so many of the ways that God designed it in the first 

place. 
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 The commode number one was never a proper design.  If you ever 

go in anywhere nature, if you’ve got cats, if you’ve got dogs, you 

watch the way that they defecate, they always squat.  If you ever 

go to other countries where they are primitive, you’ll find that 

they squat.  They don’t use commodes. 

 

 The squatting action is fundamentally like this.  This is the way 

you go to use the bathroom.  It makes a big difference because it 

keeps the alimentary canal, the colon, straight.  When you sit, it’s 

bent, and when it’s bent, it’s (00:59:49), and when it’s (00:59:51), 

the stuff can’t flow through smooth. 

 

 So, the Welles Step was a device that allowed (00:59:54) through 

a step that you put under the commode, and you put your feet up 

on it when you use the bathroom. 

 

00:59:59 

 

 Well, I designed a method.  It’s fundamentally just -- basically 

works better than the Welles Step.  That’s why all of the people 

that tried it said it worked.  I had one lady that called in and said 

she had problems with it because it hurt her back.  So, (01:00:11) 

that one.  If your back is super stiff, don’t do it, but otherwise, 

fundamentally, when you sit down, all you have to do, reach over, 

grab your ankles, and you pull yourself down like this. 

 

 This straightens out the colon and allows you to use the bathroom 

really fast, real easy.  You’ll find the first time you do it, it makes 

a difference, and that’s why sometimes, when people -- when they 

tried it, it worked, and they never stopped using it, and they lost 

weight.  They got healthier, and all of this stuff.  (01:00:40) that 

was a trick.  It wasn’t a trick. 

 

 It wasn’t a thing I would have picked to have been known for at 

all.  It wasn’t the one sermon I would have picked to have people 

remember the most out of anything, but it saved one person. 

 

 If it saved one person, for just one person out of the hospital, and 

that lady did it, lost all of that weight, a whole lot better about 

her.  She may have (01:01:04) all her clothes wouldn’t fit, but she 

didn’t have a really big frown on her face when she went to buy 

herself some new dresses.  I can guarantee you that.  But it was 

a bush, but it allowed the children of God to rest in His branches, 

the greatest. 
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 People, help somebody every day.  It’s what you can do, and even 

now as I look over the ark, as I watch that movie and shed those 

tears, I see a purpose and I see a fulfillment not based on 

numbers.  It’s not based on thousands, but it is based upon taking 

what you have, in using that to the best of your ability.  If you do 

that, you too shall become a tree. 

 

 Bow your heads. 

 

 Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you for this day for even the 

revelation, that all of us are different, with different depth, 

different talent, different resources, but it matters not for you 

have given each of us a measure of faith. 

 

 Dear Father, help us use that measure which we have, to the best 

of our ability.  Help us to become free.  Though we may be mustard 

bushes, help us to become trees, and that the birds shall be able 

to rest in our branches.  Give us this revelation dear, Father, that 

it’s not (01:03:03), that it’s not in the glory and the grand 

(01:03:10), but in simply doing your will is what we’ve done.  As 

when we take what we’ve got and use it, it shall be the greatest. 

 

 Let us see this simply country, dear Father.  Let us embrace it.  

Let us embrace it, and let us help someone.  Let us help someone.  

Let us help someone, in Jesus’s name, in thy son Jesus’s name.  

Amen. 
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