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(Music Playing 00:00:00 - 00:01:46) 

 

Nathaniel Bronner Amen and Amen and Amen.  Truly the choir is getting better and 

better and better and better.  We just praise God for the choir 

under the direction of Reverend Simpson.  And the joy and the 

peace that they bring to our hearts in the ministry of music and 

songs.  

 

 Today, I want to talk to you about a family and this is perhaps 

most influential family in America.  And I would wish you to say 

not only is this perhaps the most influential family in America, 

but the most influential family in the world.  It determines and 

shapes most and directs our behavior more than any other family 

that I know.  This family has caused more people to do more 

things than any other family.  This family influences our days and 

influences our night and influences where we live, influences 

where we work, it influences how we spend our money, it 

influences every single facet of our daily lives.  And it is this 

family that I want to talk about. 

 

 And I want to speak to you today from the subject of, The Joneses.  

The Joneses.  Now, you see as I, and I have spoken a couple of 

times about what I think and feel about God’s commandments.  

And about the fact that, even though we’re under a new covenant, 

God gave us correct commandments in the beginning.  And 

because of these commandments, they have never really passed a 

weight in their correctness. 

 

 Now, I’ll give you a good example of what happened to me when I 

was given a command and God revealed it through a revelation 

with my little brother.  A few years ago, I was at my 

grandmother’s house and this was around Christmas time.  And 

my younger brother and I has been on the fast.  And as we came 

off of the fast and that was Christmas time and I received a 

revelation from God.  He told me that I can break my fast now.  

And we have been fasting for about four days and we were just 

weak and hungry. 

 

 It’s something about that fasting, but it was a hard fast for us.  

And we were planning on going seven days, and when I heard that 

we could break that fast after four days, both of us were just glad 

as we could be to break that fast.  And as He told me, that you 

could eat now, there was one additional command that He gave 

me. 
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00:05:00 

 

 And He said, “You shall eat no more bread.”  And when I heard 

that command, it struck me as kind of strange, but I was so glad 

to eat, it didn’t bother me, like, I couldn’t have any bread with my 

meal.  And as I thought about it, and later on see, prior to that, I 

had been having problems with my hands breaking out in a dry 

type of rash.  And when God told me that from this point on, He 

said, “Eat no more bread”, I understood it sort of as a sign, 

because I understood that proper food combining and you’re not 

supposed to combine starches and protein and all of that.  And 

most of the stuff we eat most of the time, we eat starches with the 

protein.  And I understood all of that. 

 

 But He told me, “From this point on, you shall eat no more bread.”  

And I came off of bread and when I came off of bread, all of my 

skin problems cleared up.  And my skin became just as smooth 

and everything that I had wrong virtually disappeared.  And then 

scientifically, I understood that my body was somewhat sensitive, 

maybe to wheat. 

 

 There are a lot of people that have allergies to wheat and we don’t 

even really realize it, but God knew.  So, for three years, I did not 

eat a single piece of bread and I went on another fast and this was 

the fast that you all remember, I came to you and tell you I was 

going on a long fast.  And God spoke to me then, and He said, 

“When you complete your fast, you are free to return to eating 

bread.” 

 

 So, the minute I came off of that fast, first thing I did, after I eat 

a little fruit and get me a big peanut butter and sandwich, 

because I hadn’t had any bread for so long.  And I mean, I ate 

heavy on the bread when I came off of that fast.  And a week later, 

my skin went to breaking out the same as it had before the fast.  

And my wife asked me, she said, “Why did God allow you to eat 

the bread again if you see that it is breaking out your skin?  Why 

did He command you at one point to do it and then, at another 

point, He frees you from the command?” 

 

 And then so, I’ll sleep on it and what He did, with the command, 

He showed me the knowledge of what the bread did and He frees 

me to make my own decision.  And as I was sitting in my office 

and my little brother came out last weekend, I was in and late in 
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the evening and I had a bread and a big soup finely sitting on my 

desk.  And I’m vegetarian, so it was a veggie soup, but it was a 

bread big footlong served sandwich with a big thick piece of bread 

and Jane, she looked at me and He said, “You know, I now 

understand why God had to give people the commandments.” 

 

 He said, “When you are under the command, you didn’t search a 

grain of bread, but He gave you the knowledge and frees you from 

the command and He knew I’m  sitting up here with a footlong.”  

He said, “Knowledge does not necessarily mean that people are 

going to do right.”  He said, “Now, I understand why God had to 

put people under those commands.”  So, I have become more and 

more convinced, the more and more that I studied.  That the 

original command that God gave were absolutely correct, and 

they were for our benefit. 

 

 And that, when He freed us from the law, He freed us from the 

law, but not from the consequences of the law.  He freed us to 

make a choice.  He freed us to do as He will, but the stuff He told 

us that came straight from His mouth was absolutely correct for 

our better and our higher spiritual growth.  So, I speak to you 

today from the subject of The Joneses. 

 

 Now, what I came up with that subject was from an experience 

that I had.  And the experience involved my brother and it 

involved my brother, Bernard.  Now, Bernard and I sit on the 

bank Board of First Southern Bank.  And one day, we were 

coming from the bank meeting and we were riding together.  And 

Bernard was telling me all about, a lot of his business ventures. 

 

 He’s telling me about one of the billions that he owns.  He owns a 

great big office building, and he was telling that he has just found 

a big rental contract for his office building.  And he was telling me 

how much rent he was getting every month guaranteed from his 

office building.  And as he was telling me all about the rent that 

he was getting every month from his office building, there was 

something that rose up in me that I could only count to the spirit 

of jealousy. 

 

00:10:01 

 

 And as I began to think about it, that’s how the Joneses operates.  

The Joneses operates fundamentally out of the spirit of jealousy.  

And as I begin to think about it right along and I’m sitting there, 
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“Boy, he’s getting all this rent from his building.”  I said, “He’s 

getting more money in three months from the rent of the building 

than I am making all year long.  More money than I’m making all 

year long.  Working all kind of hours, even with my business, and 

my work.  He’s getting more money in three months than I’m 

getting all year long. 

 

 And as that thing worried me, and as I had to deal with it.  I knew 

that I wasn’t the only one dealing with something like that.  You 

see, the Joneses represent nothing, but your neighbor.  

Sometimes, it maybe your next-door neighbor, sometimes it 

maybe the neighbor across the street, sometimes, it may be a 

neighbor in another neighborhood, sometimes, it simply maybe 

another person on your job, sometimes, it even maybe just 

another person in the church. 

 

 But as I thought about it and thought about God’s commandment, 

the Joneses were the last.  Open your Bibles, and turn to the 

Books of Exodus, turn to the Book of Exodus Chapter 20.  And 

this of course is dealing with the Ten Commandments in Exodus 

Chapter 20 and we’re just going to read to the last commandment, 

beginning at Verse 17. 

 

  “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house, your neighbor’s wife, 

or his manservant or his maidservant, or his ox or his donkey, or 

anything that is your neighbors.”  And as I even thought about 

command, this was the only command that God gave that had to 

do with an emotion.  And I thought to myself, it looked like He 

couldn’t have picked some other emotional stuff that we have to 

deal with, to command us on.  But the last commandment, was 

the only real commandment that dealt directly with an emotion. 

 

 And the word is covet and covet is kind of synonymous really with 

envy and with jealousy.  They have slightly different meanings 

before our modern practical application, they all mean the same 

thing.  And basically, what to covet simply means, is to want 

something that somebody else got.  That’s all.  That’s all it means 

in a simply nutshell, is to want something that somebody else 

have. 

 

 Now, see, the other part of coveting something, is not only do you 

want something that somebody else has, but you’re dissatisfied 

with what you got.  And whenever you get in that situation, you’re 

headed for unhappiness, dissatisfaction.  Did God know what he 
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was talking about when He gave us these commands?  And when 

He told you not to covet anything that is thy neighbors, He knew 

what He was saying.  Because He knew that some of the greatest 

amount of dissatisfaction, some of the greatest turmoils would 

come from His people when they look over and saw what their 

neighbor had. 

 

 Now, see, I experienced it personally, when I looked over and saw 

what my brother had.  And then, I began to sit there and look at 

my own little puny salary and money that I had and become 

dissatisfied with it.  And you see, many times, it’s not what we 

have that makes us happy or sad, but it’s what we have as we 

view it and read it into somebody, what somebody else have. 

 

 Now you see, many folks look at me and they’re in that same 

position of covetousness.  And when I stop to look at myself, I said, 

“Now, wait a minute.  I don’t have a little bit of salary; I make 

over six figures a year.” 

  

00:15:03 

 

 “What in the world am I sitting up here and worrying about my 

salary for reading into somebody else.”  You see, God knew that 

the spirit of covetousness would make you dissatisfied with 

whatever you had and that’s why God went down and He named 

all the stuff that you weren’t supposed to covet, because he knew 

that man and his folks would start coveting their own neighbor, 

their own next door neighbor around, the street or even within 

their own family, even their own brother.  He knew that the 

people would do this. 

 

 And He said, “First of all, don’t covet your neighbor’s house.”  And 

many of us getting more financial burden, most financial jam, not 

because the house we were in was too small, not because the roof 

was leaking, not because all of the sudden, the children just didn’t 

have enough bathroom, not because of the faith, not because of 

the neighborhood, we’re getting moved from a moving to have 

some grand big house that we cannot pay to live on, because the 

Joneses are living in a big house. 

 

 And see, because the Joneses were in a big house, we come home 

and look at our little house and then, a wide look, all they said, 

“Baby, you know they got five bedrooms and we only got three 

bedrooms.  They got a three-cargo ride, baby.  We ain’t got but two 
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cargo rides and you got have yourself and I can’t get my card.  

Why can’t we move to a house like the Joneses got?”  The Joneses 

is living in a house where, they got all these nice stores in the 

supermarket in our neighborhood sweetheart.  Why can’t we 

move to a house like that?  Because of the Joneses. 

 

 And that’s why God told you, “Don’t covet thy neighbor’s house.”  

And He went on to even say, He said, “Don’t covet thy neighbor’s 

wife.”  Now, that care if both for you.   See, God primarily, He 

spoke to the man, but it applies to the woman.  And many of us 

become dissatisfied even with who we’re married to, not because 

anything is wrong with them, but because you see somebody else 

got a little bit prettier wife. 

 

 Many of us gets dissatisfied, some women become dissatisfied 

with their husband, not because of anything wrong with them, 

but they look over and they see somebody else look like they got a 

better-looking husband, or look like their husband making more 

money or their husband, they become dissatisfied with it.  That’s 

why God told us not to covet anything that is our neighbors.  And 

He went on to tell you don’t covet his ox, nor his ass. 

 

 Basically, that was the folk’s transportation back then.  They rode 

on donkeys and the next biggest thing that we covet is somebody’s 

car.  The biggest way to, as you will see somebody else drive up in 

a brand-new car, you’ll go listen already.  It’s just something 

about it and your car running just as good, it’s running just as 

smooth, it’s getting you everywhere you want to go, but you got to 

have a brand-new car, not because your car is big enough, not 

because your car is dependable, not because your car won’t get 

you anywhere you need to go, you got to have another car because 

the Joneses got another car. 

 

 The Joneses.  The Joneses.  Get up and more of it than you need 

of a family on the face on this Earth.  So, God gave us those 

commandments, because He knew.  And even as I dealt with that 

experience, even dealing with a brother, I said, even preachers 

have the same problem.  Do you know even preachers and I have 

been to programs sometimes to where I’ve seen a lot of preachers 

on program and you can somehow tell that if one preacher gets up 

and prays a good prayer, the other preacher, you can somehow 

feel that the preacher is not really doing that out of a true spirit 

and a real anointment. 
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 He’s trying to beat the other preacher and you all know what I’m 

talking about, because you’ve seen it happen over and over and 

over again, even the pulpit.  One reverend looks over and he sees 

Reverend Jones.  And because Reverend Jones has done 

something, he sets out nothing necessarily to bring the Word of 

God, but to outdo Reverend Jones.  He looks at Reverend Joneses’ 

church. 

 

00:20:00 

 

 And because Reverend Jones has a bigger church and what he’s 

got, then he all of a sudden start looking at his congregation and 

feeling bad about it.  Because Reverend Jones maybe on TV 

twenty times a week.  He stated looking at Rev. Jones and started 

feeling bad about the little church that he’s got.  Even within the 

pulpit, the Joneses feel (00:20:34), the man of God.  And I said to 

myself that I was influenced by this as a whole lot of other folks.  

And life is relative. 

 

 There’s a great piece of literature called, There’s A Lot of It.  It 

deals with all parts of life and there’s one part in it that says, 

“Compare not yourself with others, lest you become vain and 

bitter for there will always be those greater and lesser than 

yourself.  Compare not yourself with others, lest you become vain 

and bitter for there will always be those greater and lesser than 

yourself.” 

 

 You see if you started comparing yourself with the Joneses, your 

next-door neighbor, or no matter whoever maybe within your 

sphere of acquaintance, you go first of all, find folks, that are less 

than you in many areas.  You’ll always be able to find folks that 

make less money, that don’t look quite as good in your opinion, 

that don’t have as bigger house, that don’t drive as fancy your car.  

That’s not as intellectually sharp and astute as you are. 

 

 You’ll always be able to compare yourself with somebody else 

around you and find somebody, in your opinion, does not quite up 

as par with you.  And when you compare with that person, it will 

make you vain.  Because then, you will become puffed up and you 

will say, “So, look what I am.”  That’s why God told Eve, “Don’t 

covet, don’t even compare with your neighbor.” 

 

 And by that same token, no matter how much you get, no matter 

how famous you become, no matter what size the house that you 
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build, you will always be able to find somebody, somewhere that 

will have something a little bit bigger and a little bit better than 

what you got.  You see, as your station in life moves up, generally, 

your acquaintances move up.  You don’t hang around the same 

folks if you make $10,000 a year, than you hang around if you 

make a $1,000,000 a year.  You all men, I believe you with that.  

But right now, if one of you in this congregation, or somebody out 

on television, if you hit the lottery and you start all of a sudden 

bringing in half a million dollars a year, your friends will change. 

 

 The first reason they were changed is, because you’ve moved.  

Yup.  The first reason you have changed is, because you have 

moved out of your own neighborhood.  You would be gone about a 

week after you got your first check.  The second reason they were 

changed is, because you would quit your job and all of the friends 

that you had around you on your jobs was being no more. 

 

 Because the minute you got your first lottery check, you would 

walk in, see your boss and tell your boss where he and that job 

could to travel to.  So, as your station in life moves up, your friends 

and your acquaintances will change.  And so, even the same thing 

that is true in a natural sense, is also true in a spiritual sense.  

Even as your spiritual development increases, your friends 

change.  When you find God, you don’t have the same friends that 

you hang out with on Friday night, drinking beer and wine till 5 

o’clock in the morning. 

 

 So, spirit men rises, your friend change.  So, when you move up 

in life, your friends and your acquaintances will change.  Even if 

you move up, there will always be somebody, somewhere got more 

than you got in a particular area, because you can’t build a big 

enough house, that somebody don’t have one bigger. 

 

00:25:02 

 

 You cannot marry a beautiful enough woman where some woman, 

somewhere is not going to be prettier than the one you got.  You 

can’t get so smart yet somewhere, some place you won’t find 

somebody that’s smarter and more educated than yourself.  And 

that’s why the second, where it said, “Compare not yourself with 

others, lest you become vain and bitter so there will always be 

those greater and lesser than yourself.”  
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 So, either you become vain, because you compare yourself with so 

less than you, or you become bitter, because you don’t look what 

they got, look how little I got.  And see, your little, is always 

relative.  Every time you fill a car, or buy a new car, you’re glad 

to get that new car, yet when you fill your own car, somebody is 

just blessed as you get.  I never will forget the first car that I 

bought was a 1966 Chevrolet Corvair, not Corvette, Corvair. 

 

 And I remember that I paid $125 for that car.  And that car leaves 

a trail all everywhere it went.  And when I bought that car, I 

bought it from an Indian and I will never forget, his name was 

Mr. Patnick.  And when I gave Mr. Patnick that $125, Mr. Patnick 

had a big smile on his face, because Mr. Patnick was glad to get 

rid of that 1966 Corvair. 

 

 And when Mr. Patnick gave me the keys to that car, I had a big 

smile on my face, because I was glad to get that 1966 Corvair.   So, 

everything is ready, because he was glad to get rid of it and I was 

glad to get it.  It’s not a matter of what it is.  It’s the matter of who 

you’re comparing again.  So, when God said, “Do not covet, 

anything that is thy neighbors.  The first thing you have to do to 

prevent yourself from coveting, is you cannot compare.” 

 

 Because when you compare, you’re going to find those better and 

those that are worst.  There was an experience that I have, that I 

knew other folks were resting with just as much.  And many of 

you that are sitting here within this building, and many of you 

that are watching by television, you are sitting in a state of 

dissatisfaction not because of your surroundings. 

 

 You’re dissatisfied with your job, you’re dissatisfied with your 

house, you’re dissatisfied with your car, you’re dissatisfied with 

your spouse, you’re dissatisfied with your children, you’re 

dissatisfied with the way you look, you’re dissatisfied whether not 

because it is bad, but because of the Joneses.  Because you have 

looked at somebody else and said, “They got more than I got.  

Therefore, mine must be worth much.” 

 

 And that was the whole message behind that last commandment, 

because God knew that if you looked over and if you compared 

with your neighbor, it will be going to mess your mind.  It was 

going to mess your spirit, and you aren’t going to be happy with 

that which God has given you.  And I knew I was a prime example.  
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I mean, I got more than 99 out of 100 folks, but my brother got 

more than 999,000 out of a million folks. 

 

 So, I didn’t look at the 999 more to that.  I didn’t look at it.   The 

fact that, here was one man who had much more and multiples of 

what I had, and because I looked at that, there came a spirit of 

dissatisfaction as what I had.  And even that’s why when you 

follow Jesus, that’s one reason why Jesus told me to give it all up, 

because He knew that when folks had a whole lot of stuff, you look 

at other folks with more stuff and sooner or later, Jesus knew that 

somebody that won’t come along with most stuff than you may 

have.  And when they come along with more stuff than you got, 

and your stuff don’t look like nothing. 

 

 This is the message, the Joneses.  The Joneses is the most 

influential family in the world.  And because we put the Joneses 

up on a pedestal and because, we try to climb the ladder to reach 

the bottom heel of the Joneses, it puts us on a frame.  Most people 

don’t drive a car, that is a fancy car for transportation. 

 

00:30:04 

 

 Did you all know that.  Perhaps one of the most dependable cause 

that you get is just the little bit of folks in their cars take 

everywhere you go, would hardly break.  Most of the big fancy 

cars got more complications than the little cars.  I got a Corvette.  

I don’t have a Corvette, because it’ll get anywhere, I want to go, I 

got a Corvette because the Corvette has with in its style.  It has a 

within its rear seats that the car will run 156 miles an hour.  I 

don’t have anywhere to go 156 miles an hour.  Matter of fact, I 

have never taken that Corvette beyond 85 miles an hour.  What I 

mean, that Corvette for is not for see and it’s not for 

transportation.  I bought the car, because the car was in style. 

 

 And because folks would look it and say, “I want a car like that.  

I want to be like Mr. Jones.”  And many times, we get things and 

the stuff we get is not because it is necessary.  That’s why Paul 

told you, he said, “Having these food and raiment, food and 

covering be content.”  He didn’t say, to buy anything or the stuff.  

He didn’t say, “have your nice ox, or nice ass, or nice chariot, or 

nice boat.”  He simply told you having this food and raiment, be 

content.”  The basic, the necessities and beyond that, start getting 

into the Jones. 
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 So, this is just a message that was laid on my heart, because of 

what happened in the meeting.  And I said, “I want to lead people 

to be aware of the danger and the dissatisfaction that can come 

from looking at the Joneses.”  Never anywhere in the Bible that 

God ever tell you to keep your eye on another man.  He told you 

to look towards him.  Jesus told you to follow me, but if you follow 

Jesus, you wouldn’t have to worry about the Joneses because 

Jesus made all the folks who follow Him to get their pieces set up. 

 

 So, if you follow Jesus, you wouldn’t have to worry about that at 

all.  Jesus said, “Follow me.”  He never told me, not once, not 

anywhere, to follow any man, or to look at the Joneses.  The 

Joneses both in the family, do need to look at them and I’m afraid.   

And I know you said, “Well, once I get into God, that won’t happen 

to me.”  That ain’t true. 

 

 When you look at the disciples, even the disciple themselves got 

crossed up and went to Jesus.  And they said, “Master, rom all of 

us disciples, which one of us is the greatest?”  They were puffed 

up and they wanted to know, let me put this in modern English 

for you.  They said, “Master” or sometimes a child will go to the 

parents, and mama or daddy or sometimes an employee will go to 

the boss and say, “Mister.”  They went to Jesus and they said, 

“Master, which one of us is the big shot?  Which one of us shown 

have it got on the ball?  Which one of us is your Ace Boon Coney?” 

 

 “Which one of us is numero uno? Which one of us is better than 

all of the rest of them?  Which one of us Master, is the best of the 

bunch?  Which one?”  The disciples, themselves, got caught in the 

same thing.  They’re even was in spiritual gift.  That’s why I said, 

even it happens within the pulpit.  They wanted to know which 

one of them was the best preacher of the bunch.  And you know 

what Jesus told them, “Those among you who would be brave 

must be servant of all.” 

 

 And that one, they don’t want to hear at all.  They wanted to hear, 

I imagine, John probably went up and he was expecting to Jesus 

to say, “Well, John, you.  Since you have prophesized.  You have 

raised more people from the dead than all the other disciples put 

together.  You have more spiritual anointing and knowledge.  

Therefore, you my son, you’re my chosen disciple of the greatest 

of all.”  And I’m sure that’s what he expected to hear and I know 

James probably went to him. 
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 And he was expecting Jesus to say, “Well, James, you are the wise 

one, because your wisdom just knows no bounds.” 

 

00:35:02 

 

 Because you have insights on things that the other disciples can’t 

see, because you have been blessed with this.  You change, you 

and only you are the greatness.  That’s what he was expecting 

Jesus to say.  For each of the disciples were expecting.  That’s 

because if they weren’t expecting Jesus the settlement, they were 

the greatest, they wouldn’t ask him.  So, that’s what they wanted 

to know and they became caught in the same syndrome. 

 

 The Joneses, the disciples were the other disciples.  And they were 

looking over trying to see, where, which one I’m not your most 

folks when they not put somebody on here.  Who slayed more folks 

in the series?  Who healed the greatest number of diseases?  It 

didn’t matter what it is.  Whatever your circle is, that’s who you 

compare again.  So, since the disciples were in the circle of the 

other disciples, so James, John was Mr. Jones to Bartholomew.  

And one of the other disciples was Mr. Jones.  So, whatever your 

circle is, that’s where your Joneses are. 

 

 And we have to learn all the Joneses.  Even in plain terms, when 

your real hang up over somebody, they used to say, “You’re ahead 

us, I love Jones.”  And Jones is a name that just means, that 

something’s got a hold of you and you can’t shake it.  The Joneses.  

The Joneses.  Learn to control Joneses.  If we can learn not to 

covet, if we can learn not to be jealous, if we can learn to count 

our own lessons instead of somebody else’s blessings.  If we can 

learn to do these things, you’ll be surprised how your own life’s 

satisfaction heal you.  

 

 Bow your heads.  “Oh, Lord.  Again, we come to you, with bowed 

heads and humbled hearts.  And we thank you for just putting in 

your Word the things that we should do.  And we recognize that 

those things you’ve placed within Your Word, that came from your 

mouth and they were Truth, not just truth, but they were Truth 

and they stand and they laughed throughout time and your 

commandment that you gave us, not to covet anything that is thy 

neighbors.  Help us to realize that this command still stands and 

that the command was given for our own peace, for our own joy, 

for our own spiritual growth and fulfillment. 
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 Help us to recognize and to follow this and to remove from our 

hearts and our minds all spirits of jealousy, all spirits of envy and 

all spirit of covetousness.  Help us to purify ourselves, Lord, and 

when we see the Joneses, when we see our brother, when we see 

our neighbor, when we see someone that just within our circle, 

when see them rise, let us rejoice in their blessing.  And when we 

do these things, it will in turn bless us.  These and other blessings, 

we ask in thy Son, Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

00:38:54 
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