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Nathaniel Bronner: Luke Chapter 15.  As we take our journey into God’s word 

and his understanding, and the more I read the Bible, the more 

and more I see that the people in the Bible people, those folks 

are tough.  And the more you read, the more you will see a 

mirror and a window.  You’ll see yourself and all of the other 

people in the world, all of the stuff on the news about all of the 

wars going on right now, and you read the Bible and nothing 

new under the sun.  So, God has foreseen to give us examples of 

all of the things that shall happen in this life now and even to 

come that involves men and women. 

 

 Luke Chapter 15 beginning at verse number 11, and I’ll be 

reading the King James Version, the story that we’ve heard and, 

perhaps, even heard at sermons on many times.  This is Jesus 

talking and he said, “A certain man had two sons:  And the 

younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of 

goods that falleth to me.  And he divided unto them his living.  

And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, 

and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his 

substance with riotous living.  And when he had spent all, there 

arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want.  

And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and 

he sent him into his fields to feed swine.  And he would fain 

have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and 

no man gave unto him.  And when he came to himself, he said, 

How many hired servants of my father’s have bread enough and 

to spare, and I perish with hunger!  I will arise and go to my 

father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against 

heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy 

son:  Make me as one of thy hired servants.  And he arose, and 

came to his father.  But when he was yet a great way off, his 

father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his 

neck, and kissed him.  And the son said unto him, Father, I have 

sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy 

to be called thy son.  But the father said to his servants, Bring 

forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his 

hand, and shoes on his feet:  And bring hither the fatted calf, 

and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry:  For this my son was 

dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.  And they 

began to be merry. 

 

 Now his elder son was in the field, and he came and drew nigh 

to the house, he heard music and dancing.  And he called one of 

the servants, and asked what these things meant.  And he said 
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unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the 

fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and sound.  And 

he was angry, and would not go in.  Therefore, came his father 

out, and entreated him.  And he answering said to his father, Lo, 

these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any 

time thy commandment; and yet thou never gavest me a kid, 

that I might make merry with my friends: but as soon as this 

thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, 

thou hast killed for him the fatted calf.  And he said unto him, 

Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.  It was 

meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy 

brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.” 

 

 And I’d like to speak to you for a few minutes from the simple 

subject of a long way home, a long way home. 

 

00:05:04 

 

 Now, this story of the Prodigal Son is one we have heard so 

many times before and yet there was something in it that struck 

me that I’d never understood or heard before.  Now you see the 

Prodigal Son, to be honest with you, when he had gone and 

spend all of his money, he was in bad shape.  I don’t know how 

many of us here have ever been in bad shape.  But he was in 

very bad shape.  He had a multitude of problems and, generally, 

when serious problems come, they don’t come singularly.  You 

get a multitude of them all at one time. 

 

 But, first of all, he was in a far country and, in a far country, he 

was away from all of the people that he knew that loved and 

honored.  He was away from mama.  He was away from daddy.  

He was away from brother.  He was away from sister.  He was 

away from all of the servants.  He was away from all of the 

people who knew what a wealthy and rich man his father was, 

and he was there all alone in a far country.  And the Bible 

doesn’t say how far that far country was, but I’m sure that it 

was a long way the way.  And it may not have been but 100 

miles, that 100 miles back then were long way for you to travel 

by horse or by foot.  And you see, often times, the distance is 

already into your mode of traffic.  Something can be three miles 

away and, whether or not that three miles away is far or near, it 

depends upon what mode of transportation you have.  That if 

you’re walking, three miles is a long way.  If you’re in an 

airplane travelling at 600 miles an hour, three miles is not even 
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three minutes away.  So, it depends upon what you have at your 

disposal as to how far away something is.  And yet I submit to 

you that this man, he was in a far country.  He was away from 

all of the people that really knew him.  That’s number one. 

 

 And number two, he was broke.  And though money is not 

everything, money is not even the main thing, but there is no 

one here that will argue that money is not something.  Is anyone 

here that will argue that point with me?  It may not be all, and 

it may not be everything, but I don’t think I’ll get any argument 

that is something.  And when you are in a far country, you really 

need some money. 

 

 Now, see, if you’re at mama’s house, you know you don’t even 

need any money.  I mean, if you’re at mama’s house and you’re 

there even if you are dead broke, you’re not going to get put out.  

If you’re at mama’s house, you can open the refrigerator, not to 

see whatever mama have and mama always have a food in the 

refrigerator, get whatever you want out of the refrigerator, and 

even if you don’t have a dad, you’re going to be well fed as long 

as you’re in mama’s house. 

 

 If it’s freezing outside, mama’s going to have some heat on and, 

generally, mama will be warmer than even you rewarm because 

mama have a tendency to turn the heat up.  Mama is not going 

to get cold.  So, if you’re at mama’s house, even if you are dead 

broke, you’re still in good shape.  But if you are in a far country 

and you’re dead broke, then you got a problem.  He had lived in 

a far country.  He had spent all of his money for he was dead 

broke and on top of all of that, he was hungry.  And when you’re 

in a far country with no money and he’s homeless, had gotten to 

the point of extreme. 

 

00:10:05 

 

 Most of us in this country have never even experienced the 

death for a type of hunger that is true and extreme.  Oftentimes, 

we’ve gone on a fast, but that’s not that kind of a hunger.  You 

see, a fast is a voluntary abstinence from food.  And with the 

fast, you have a difficulty walking by the cupboard and walking 

by the refrigerator and looking under the take glasses and you 

have a difficulty walking by and to keep yourself from it, and 

that’s the matter of discipline, but even when you are on a fast, 
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you know that if you really wanted to get to something to eat, all 

you have to do was go get it. 

 

 So, we may have experienced the type of hunger that comes from 

a fast, but the vast majority of people in this country have never 

really experienced the type of hunger that comes from not being 

able to get something to eat.  And he was in a condition where 

he had no friend, where his money had run out, when he was in 

a far country, and he was hungry.  And the Bible says that he 

fain, and he would fain, which meant he had a desire.  He had a 

longing.  He would fain have filled his belly with the husks that 

the swine did eat, and yet no man gave him.  To put that in 

modern language, he was so hungry that he wanted some whole 

slab, but they wouldn’t even give him that.  And I don’t know 

whether many of you have ever been in the country and seeing a 

whole slab before.  When they tell you to go out and slab the 

horse, a whole slab was in a bucket and there is no particular 

recipe for a horse slab.  Whole slab simply means whatever is 

leftover goes into the whole slab bucket, and in the whole slab 

bucket, normally, if you have a take-out before you get all of 

your food compartmentalized, you got your beans here and your 

chicken here, and your cabbage here, and your corn here and, at 

least, if you have a leftover, then the refrigerator is 

compartmentalized with a whole slab.  You just take all of it and 

put it in the bucket, and you put all of the sided food in the 

bucket and, if you get some pack for leftover, that goes in the 

bucket.  Even if you have some iced tea left over, that went in 

the bucket.  So, all slab -- even when you left into the bucket the 

whole slab, you couldn’t even identify what was in the whole 

slab.  It was just a whip of water and runny stuff, and this is 

what they took out and put in the truck and dumped over in the 

pans of a horse to eat a neck.  There comes a point people to 

where if you were deprived long enough, stop that you would 

have never considered in your right mind, a start to look good 

with Jesus. 

 

 There comes a point where if you live in a state of desperation 

long enough -- you see, this man I’m sure was from a Jewish 

background and, in the Jewish background and on his father’s 

estate, he would have never even trash the swine much less the 

slack.  He had gone to the point of where he would even desire to 

have that which was even the young, the unclean thing, he just 

wanted to get some of what the unclean thing would eat.  Now, 

many of us cannot relate to not eating the swine because, to be 
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perfectly honest with you, swine is tastefully good.  I mean, I’m 

not going to sit here and deceive you about that.  It’s hard to 

even replace a breakfast meal with anything that’s not swine.  

There’s nothing like strips of crispy, greasy nature. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 There’s nothing like some jelly beans, the sausage.  There’s 

nothing like some sugar cured ham and egg.  I’m not going to sit 

here and tell you that the swine doesn’t taste good because I’d be 

lying to you and have you a nice fish breakfast is quite healthy.  

But to be honest with you, you don’t need to slice like the swine 

does.  So, I can’t tell you that he didn’t want the swine.  You see, 

all of us here that have tasted of a swine understand that 

though it is not healthy for our body, they taste good.  But not a 

single one of us wants any horse slab.  They may want some 

swine but not the slab.  He had gone to the point of passing the 

swine and looking in the slab bucket.  This man was in a fain 

vanished. 

 

 And so many times in life, we came to a point where things start 

looking good to us that we would have never touched.  And the 

bad part of it, they wouldn’t even give you any whole slab.  

That’s how desperate he was and instead in the verse 16 of Luke 

Chapter 15, and he was fain have filled his belly with the husks 

that the swine did eat and said he wanted to eat the whole slab 

and no man gave unto him.  He wanted slab, and he was in such 

a bad shape that they wouldn’t even give him a slab.  When you 

know your credit can get in such a bad shape, that people won’t 

even give you slab.  You can walk a car and when you have 

walked long enough any kind of car start looking good to you.  

And you can just get a car that has holes in the floor board that’s 

looking badly will crack.  But if you could just get in, got a car, 

when you get in bad enough shape and, as you wonder long 

enough, any kind of cars starts looking good to you.  When you 

know if you were brought to a third level, where your credit is 

just shut the pieces and you spend all you have and even if you 

go and try to get a slab of a car.  And no man would give it you. 

 

 Many of us live in a fine, elegant house.  But, did you know if 

you fall on hard times, get out of your house, have no money, 

have no credit, you’re in a far country, and you’re living on the 

street, out in the cold, out in the rain, and you see a rat, roach 

and theft apartment that in your right mind and in your right 
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circumstances, you would have never set foot in it, but as you 

drop to a certain level, even a rat, roaches fast as ragging your 

apartment starts looking good to you after you spent so many 

nights out in the rain, out in the cold.  But if you have no money, 

no friends, no favor even if you go to the landlord and say, 

“Please, can I just have this rat infested, roach infested, 

rundown apartment, and no man would even give slab unto you.  

He had dropped to a pretty low level.  And on top of it all, the 

one person that he had joined himself to, was mean, and as he 

joined himself for a citizen of that country and the citizen 

putting out things being the swine.  What kind of swine is that 

to join us, people? 

 

00:20:00 

 

 He was in a bad situation.  He had a long way home.  In Luke 

15:20 says, “And he arose, and came to his father.  But when he 

was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had 

compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck and kissed.”  The NIV 

version says, “So he got up and went to his father.  But while he 

was still a long way off, his father saw him.”  And what is the 

verse that struck my spirit.  You see, because in this parable, 

Jesus is, of course, relating the father to God, and when I saw 

the verse that says, “And when he was yet a long way off or 

when he was a far distance away, his father saw him and the 

father represented God.”  I had to ask myself and it struck me.  

How far away can God see?  And then, I understood.  You see, 

the father saw the son even while he was still in the pit.  The 

father saw the son even while he was yet in that bed dilapidated 

the present situation.  The father saw the son a long way off. 

 

 People, no matter what your circumstances are, no matter what 

your situation in, when you think that no one can see you, the 

father can see you a long way from home.  Some of us have left 

our home place.  We’re left what mother and father have told us, 

have showed us like that and because we were left what is right.  

We’ve gone into a far country and got yourself sometimes in all 

kinds of trouble, all kinds of slab around us and yet, sometimes, 

in the midst of that, we won the wealth. It’s such a long, long, 

long way home and yet, the minute that he decides to go home, 

God saw him.  And you see, oftentimes and the thing behind the 

story is to understand that it was a quick way home.  He was in 

a far country.  He didn’t have a jet train.  He didn’t even have an 

automobile.  He didn’t even have a donkey and look like he 
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didn’t even have a pair of shoes, and we knew in a far country, 

hungry and broke with no friends and no shoes, it’s a long way 

home. 

 

 But you see, people, he did four things that we all need to do 

whenever we find ourselves in a far country.  And all of us, at 

one point or another, end up in a far country.  It may not be in 

this situation because you can end up in a far country, which 

you’ll vanish just as soon as it can be.  You can end up in a far 

country with your wife, just both of you, and all of your credit 

cost is zero balance and $25,000.00 limits off.  You can end up in 

a far country with so called friends all around you and yet, there 

will come a time when each and everyone one of us will end up 

in the far country because a far country is simply when you walk 

away from the will of God.  And the fact that all us are in perfect 

being, all of us sooner or later will walk away from God’s will 

and whenever we walk away from God’s will whichever far 

country, but sometimes we walk further than we do it at other 

times.  And when he was there in that situation it, it was a long, 

long, long way home, broke, hungry and barefoot. 

 

00:25:05 

 The first thing he did, the Bible says, he changed to himself.  

And you see, before you will ever get out of a bad situation, first 

thing, you have to come to yourself, and then he even said that 

he came to God because you must come to yourself before you 

can come to God.  Do you realize that?  You have to come to 

yourself first or even come to Christ.   You must first come to 

yourself.  First thing he said, he changed to himself.  Sometimes, 

have you ever done something and look back on it and say, 

“What in the world was I thinking when I beat that?”  Have you 

ever done that? 

 

 You know, there’s a kind of -- I guess you would call it a cliché 

about me.  And sometimes, when we engaged in a heat of 

passion and, as a fact that a man will always say, they never 

went to that with other woman, but they woke up with friends.  

And for that is not when passion was sweating their mind and 

they’re outside in their spirit.  They get wrapped it up, but once 

the passion will set, they came to themselves, and they woke up 

and said, “What in the world am I doing here with this?”  

Because the passion had left in me.  They came to themselves, 

and here, he walks in the midst of all of these.  The Bible says, 
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first he came to himself.  That’s always the first thing that you 

always must do. 

 

 You can’t even help a person until they come to themselves 

because, if they don’t come to themselves even if he has the 

father is coming and gather the son and walk the son back to 

restore him fully.  If he did not come to himself, you know when 

he did not.  He got the money all over again.  He went right back 

into the far country and eventually got right back as a family.  

He would have done the same things to even God often times 

can’t help people until they first come to themselves.  He 

changed to himself on that and, when he came to himself, he 

realized he said even the servants at my father’s place have 

bread enough to eat and even the staff.  He said, “I’m done here 

wanting some whole slab, and I can’t even get that, and the 

servants, the workers over at my father’s place, even the least of 

them, they’re just fool enough to satisfy me and even fooled 

enough to stand.” 

 

 And, he didn’t realize even that Jesus put him when he talked 

about John, he said, “I’ll tell you the truth.  Among those born of 

women, there is not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist. 

Yet, he who is least in the kingdom of Heaven is greater than he 

is.”  Jesus says, John the Baptist -- this is the greatest man born 

with me, and yet even though he is the greatest, he is the low -- 

even the lowest person in the kingdom of heaven. 

 

 And this is the realization that the prodigal son came to.  Even 

the lowest of my father’s servant are in most better shape than I 

am.  Let me go back to my father.  And then, you know that 

when you understand that -- first of all, that even the least 

person that resides in the kingdom of heaven is greater than the 

greatest person that resides in the far country.  Even the least 

that resides in the kingdom of heaven is greater than the 

greatest that resides in the far country.  Can Jesus save the 

kingdom of heaven?  At least, in the kingdom of heaven is 

greater and the greatest in the far country.  First, he came to 

himself.  Secondly, he beat it to your rows.  You see, coming to 

yourself is a realization that I am in a mess, and there’s 

something there for me over there than where I am?  That’s 

coming to yourself. 

 

00:30:00 
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 But, oftentimes, people will realize that they are in a mess, and 

there’s something better for them over there.  The problem is I’m 

just in a mess.  This seat that I’m seating in is all wet and dirty, 

yet that seemed to be clean.  I see it.  I see this seat is still feels 

horrible, and I see that seat is clean.  You see, even if you come 

to yourself and you don’t know why.  You better be must good to 

entitle yourself.  You’re better off to think that this seat is fine.  

You’re better off this seat is a mess.  If you’re here, it’s okay.  

Then, they come to yourself and never rise.  He changed to 

himself and he arose. 

 

 Once you get the arising about your far country and your 

situation, get up!  Arise!  And that simply meant, he minute he 

set forth that in action he started to go off he said he arose and 

when he says he went to his father.  He gathered up and start 

moving in the direction of where salvation was, and all of us as 

we get into our far countries, all of us have to go through the 

same steps to get back home. 

 

 You got to come to ourselves.  We got to arise, and we have to go 

to the father.  And then, he said and I will stay until my father.  

I will stand against hell and against you.  You see, when you go 

on to the father, then you have to go with a repentance spirit. 

 

 Do you know some people will go out and nestle even take your 

resources, messed it up, carried up, it’s like if you lend someone 

your car, and they go out again banged it all up, and yes, they 

arise and yet they bring it back to you, but they come back and 

bring you your banged up car and then tells you, “You know that 

sorry car you gave me, it was pulled a little bit to the left, and 

the brakes one is good as they should be and I ran into 

something.  So, I’m bringing you back your car.”  They will put 

the blame on your stuff, and you see the prodigal son could have 

– yes, he could have realized his father’s places and status.  Yes, 

he could have arisen.  Yes, he could have start heading back to 

his father, but he could have come back with an unrepentant 

spirit because you can always put the blame on someone else.  

There, you ‘re just sitting and framed me right.  You had no 

business giving me that money.  You knew I was too young.  You 

still knew I was irresponsible.  You should have said no.  He 

could have had all kind of excuses when he said I shall arise and 

go on to my father and say onto him, “I have sinned against 

heaven and against you.”  And the minute that that time arose 

and headed back to father’s home. 
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 The minute that you come to yourself, rise up and head back 

with a repentant spirit.  God sees you.  And you see, whenever 

God see, he just not see, he acts.  Anytime you find in the Bible 

when it says in God -- so, God did something back.  He didn’t 

just see and leave it.  That was whenever you find and God saw, 

he did something about it, good or bad.  He did something about 

it, and when God saw in the paint hand, the son get up turning 

to us with a repentant heart, God sees immediately, 

immediately have compassion.  That he had compassion and, 

you see, compassion and mercy are all in the same bowl.  But yet 

the real reason is never other than the definition of compassion, 

it’s just with passion. 

 

00:35:00 

 

 You see, compassion is good.  It’s good for someone to be 

compassionate towards you.  It can help sometimes but, 

oftentimes, you need someone with some compassion to have 

some power.  You know, if you’re in a bad situation and never 

have been in a situation there when you may not be able to pay 

your rent and you’re waiting for your best friend, you’ll say, “Oh, 

my goodness.  I don’t have money to pay my rent this much, and 

I have no friends at all.  You know, everybody gets so soft.  I 

guess you have enough to save mine.”  Now, your best friend 

have compassion for you.  They can answer and fight with you.  

They can understand your situation because they’re just there 

and made their reason to themselves.  So, they have a feeling 

and they have an emotion.  They have compassion, but they 

have no power to help you. 

 

 And you see, in many instances, you need compassion but you 

need compassion from someone that have some power.  When 

you’re in that time and condition, you need to be able to go up to 

someone that have compassion.  And so, my child, you are 

unable to pay your rent this month.  Wait just a second, how 

much do you need to make it?  That’s what you need in that time 

of situation.  You don’t need anybody just crying on your 

shoulder, and then both of you shared and that helps.  I’m not 

that doesn’t help.  That helps, but it didn’t get you out of your 

situation. 

 

 You need someone with some power and you see when God, 

when the father have compassion, there’s some power that goes 
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along with it.  He has the ability to set crooked path straight.  

He has the ability to make a change.  Here, it says, the father 

run.  When God see you get up, there’s a repentant spirit coming 

towards him even from a messy situation.  I mean, God will put 

a move on.  God will put a move on.  Now, it may not be as fast 

as you want it to be. 

 

 So, understand this for son still has to walk barefoot all like this 

and, sometimes, as we’re in our situations trying to get out of a 

wound and God has just deliver us, and we didn’t get any 

answer.  You want God to just live with you instantly.  He has 

compassion.  He has the power, and he is running towards you 

but, oftentimes, you have to walk a long way home.  Sometimes, 

it takes some time, and it takes some effort, and he had to walk 

and he guess he didn’t have to walk barefooted.  He has to walk 

barefooted a long way home. 

 

 Sometimes in our situation that we have gotten those into is not 

a quick, easy fix and is not an easy road up.  Sometimes, we’ve 

got a long road, which did God saw him had compassion.  He ran 

towards him and fell on his neck and kissed him, and the fell on 

the neck and kissed him means he embraced it.  The kissing of 

God is always symbolic of a blessing, and whenever you have 

risen, repent and are walking towards God, God will send the 

blessing your way.  And, you see, that’s all you need as a 

blessing from God.  Now, the blessing, even it may not fully get 

you out of your situation at that moment, but he will get you 

back, and he’ll send a blessing that will sustain you until you get 

home but, oftentimes, if we’re going into a far country, that’s a 

long way home.  And when you got home, the father gave him 

four things.  The son did four things, and the father gave him 

four things. 

 

 First of all, he’s got to bring out the best robe.  Robe symbolizes 

recovery.  Because one of the things that happen as you get into 

a far country and you get deep down in the sand and 

disobedience from God, removes your covering and you get 

naked.  And, you see, nakedness has always been a symbolism.  

In this modern day, it’s not even symbolism.  You know, some of 

us get shown up naked, and it’s not even symbolism, and that’s 

why even when Adam and Eve, when they sinned, they realized 

their nakedness became a pattern. 

 

00:40:01 
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 First thing the father did was put a robe on him.  No matter 

what you’ve done, no matter where you’re coming from, when 

you get home, God covered all of it.  He pushed the death robe 

on you because you can’t even see all of the stuff that has 

happened in the past.  He covers our nakedness, and the second 

thing father did, he put a ring on his finger.  And, you see, a ring 

is always a representative of covenant of relationship and the 

power.  As a matter of fact, in the old days and in that time, the 

ring actually was a figment, and that’s the way the nobleman 

and the king’s even find their document, they will melt and 

waxing, stamped their seal from the figment, which was the 

ring. 

 

 The ring was the symbol of power, of wealth and the position.  

And God said, when you get back home, he will restore and, not 

only restore, he even gave him more than he had when he left.  

He gave him back power, the position and the wealth.  And, you 

see, some of us have lost all three of them.  We’ve lost our power.  

We’ve lost our position.  And we’ve lost our wealth.  But we 

moved into a far country.  All we have to do is come to yourself, 

arise, start moving towards the father with a repentant heart.  

It may be a long way home, but the minute you arise, start 

moving.  God will see you, and he will kiss you, and he will bless 

you.  He’ll put shoes on your feet. 

 

 You see, walking that distance which means that he didn’t even 

left.  Walking that distance over the rough road -- sometimes, to 

get back home is not only a long road.  It’s a rough road.  It has 

some pebbles and sometimes some boulders, sometimes some 

stones.  It’s not just a long road, it can be a rough road and 

depending upon how far you’re going, and do you know, it 

usually takes you longer to get back and then you get that? 

 

 If you read the story even of Jesus of when his parents had left 

him when they were a day journey away, it took them three days 

to get there.  When you go a day away from Jesus, it oftentimes 

takes you three times as long to get back  and then you get 

away.  It’s always that.  It’s a lot.  Do you know it’s tough for you 

to reveal your money and live so you could go somewhere?  Do 

you know that?  I mean, if you go and blow all your money away 

on summer, do you know it’s a lot suffer and it takes you longer 

for you to reveal it than you just blow it?  You can blow it fairly 

quick, but it takes you a while to rebuild it.  But, and during 
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that process as you walk towards that road, sometimes your 

instant blessing.  Even if gets your butt, do you know it’s longer 

generally for you to get your body back in shape than it was for 

you to run it down?  It always takes longer to get back to an 

uphill than it does to get to a low place because the low place is 

downhill and that’s a basic law of physics.  It’s a lot easier to get 

downhill than to get uphill.  It’s a lot easier to go down the 

mountain.  As a matter of fact, you can just jump off the 

mountain.  It’s a lot easier to go down than to climb the 

mountain.  You got to have some hooks and some grapple and 

boots and all.  It’s a struggle to get up the mountains, but you 

can just walk right up the edge and jump down the mountain 

than to get up the mountain.  Sometimes, it is a long way home.  

But yet, when you got home, the father put shoes back on his 

feet. 

 

00:45:05 

 

 And then, he chilled the fatted calf and fed him a grand feast.  

And the fatted calf just represents the vision.  God restored it all 

because he has the power to do that, and all we have to 

remember is to just do what the prodigal son did.  First, they 

have to come to us, then we have to arise.  And then, we have to 

say our goals unto thy father and then we’ll have to say, “I must 

admit Father, I have.” 

 

 God is a god of restoration, and he wants to restore every single 

person that has ventured into a far country.  And for those of 

you that are listening to this, if there is an area in your life 

where you are in a far country, do what the prodigal son did.  

Come to yourself because if you really think about it, you know 

you have no gift in that pig pen.  And life has spoken many pig 

pens that are waiting off, whether it would be a boss, whether it 

would be some illicit stuff here and there, whether it would even 

be -- and you see, sometimes, the pig pens don’t look like pig 

pens.  You see, far country pig pens, they don’t look like pig 

pens.  Sometimes, pig pen is elegant.  They’re royal.  They’re 

enticing with middle field of pig pen, just a pig pen. 

 

 You’ve got to understand that if ever we get into the far country, 

those for thee come to yourself, arise, go towards the father with 

a repentant, and he’ll send his blessing.  He’ll send his 

compassion.  He’ll send us joy to help us along the way.  It may 

not be easy.  It may not be quick but, as long as you travel the 
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road, you will get there.  And the key is this, if you stay on the 

road, you’ll get more than you expect.  You’ll get more than you 

expect.  You see, he was just as expecting to get there and be a 

servant.  He says, “I’m going to just care for daddy.  Look, look 

man, just let me be your servant.  Let me wait on you.  Just let 

me wait on my brother and everyone else and just let me be your 

servant, at least, I’ll have something to eat.”  He got multiple of 

what he even expect.  He didn’t even -- that’s why the bible says, 

“You’re at best that you can even imagine.”  You see because he 

has never seen the father even do that.  The kid never seen the 

father killed the best calf and bring out the best robe and put a 

ring.  He had never even seen the father.  It was beyond that he 

even imagine.  That’s why the son who was there had never seen 

it.  It was beyond what he could even imagine.  He got more 

than he expected, though it was a long way home. 

 

 Do you know god has more for you than you even expect?  Do 

you know that?  He’s got more than you even expect.  You’re 

talking about an unlimited God.  There were some parts of joy 

that most of us have never even experienced the kingdom of hell.  

It’s beyond death that you would even bet and can even imagine, 

a long way home sometimes, but you got to get started on the 

journey in whatever area of our life.  We’re in a far country.  

Some of us have fought for their life.  They know we don’t spend 

as much time in prayers as we should, as it has taken us in a far 

country.  Some of us is how worried are we.  They know we don’t 

need to worry and, without the word, we starve.  That’s why you 

got hungry, you were starving.  Some of us do some other things 

that maybe mind the size of the world and the world will look at 

us and say, “Oh, there’s nothing wrong but, you know, you’re in 

a far country.”  You know it.  Come to yourself, arise, go to the 

father with his heart for he has more waiting and in store for 

you than you even imagine. 

 

 Bow your heads.  Dear heavenly father, we thank you that you 

are our father.  Thank you, dear father, that we are your 

children, and we know already as we reside in your will all the 

things of your children that are already ours.  And, dear father, 

we know that we have two extremes, both existing within 

ourselves.  There is a part of us that, at times, is in the far 

country, and we starve.  And yet, there is a part of us that’s at 

home, and all that you have is ours and we never partake of it.  

We’re at home and it’s their guest would be asking and because 

we have never asked and never partake, we never received.  But 
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it’s ours because we’re the children and it’s our inheritance and 

it’s our right.  So, dear father, whether we’d be in the far country 

or whether we’d be at home, let us come to ourselves and see the 

greatest, the mercy, the compassion and the provision that you 

had made for your children.  Help us.  In thy son, Jesus’ name, 

amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 
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