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PASTOR NATHANIEL: If you would, open your Bibles today to the Book of Luke; 
Matthew, Mark, Luke. The Book of Luke, 4th chapter, we will be reading today a 
few verses from that 4th chapter of Luke. 
 
Beginning in Luke, Chapter 4, Verse No. 17, the King James Version:  “And there 
was delivered unto Him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when He opened the 
book, He found the place where it was written, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent me to heal 
the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable year of 
the Lord. And He closed the book, and He gave it again to the minister, and sat 
down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on Him. 
And He began to say unto them, This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears. 
And all bare Him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out 
of His mouth. And they said, Is not this Joseph’s son? And He said unto them, Ye 
will surely say unto Me this proverb, Physician, heal thyself:  whatsoever we have 
heard done in Capernaum, do also here in thy country. And he said, Verily, I say 
unto you, no prophet is accepted in his own country.” 
 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He was anointed me to preach the 
gospel to the poor; He has sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance 
to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised.” 
 
This sermon came about as I left church on the last sermon that I had preached to 
you on the Sunday before last, and I normally will take my oldest son with me. We’ll 
go out and just go out somewhere. I spend a few hours with him, and he always sits 
on the car in the backseat in the center, because that is the safest place for a child 
to travel in a vehicle. 
 
When I arrived home and opened the garage door and parked the car in the garage, 
as I was getting out, he called unto me and he said, “Daddy, I can’t get my seatbelt 
loose.” And I got out of the car and went to the back to see what was wrong and why 
he couldn’t get out, and he had entangled himself in the seatbelt. The belt has a 
normal lap belt and then somehow he had gotten the shoulder strap behind his 
back; and it was around him, and as I worked with it to try to get him loose from it, 
I couldn’t seem to extricate him from the seatbelt. Normally with a retractable 
seatbelt, if you push the belt in, it will release and then you can pull it out. I pushed 
the belt in, and it did not release. Then I tried to push it in a little more, and it still 
would not release. And, you see, the more I tried to work with the belt, the tighter 
the thing got. It was wrapped around in his stomach, and the more I worked with it, 
the more and more the belt was cutting into his stomach and after a time it was 
getting to a point where he was difficulty breathing, because the belt was so tight. 
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I went and got the Mercedes manual to look through it to see if there was some 
button somewhere to push to release the thing, and as I read through the manual, it 
said, “If you turn on the ignition, it puts the belt in a slack mode where you have 
more freedom.” So I went and put the key in and turned the ignition, and still the 
belt would not release! 
 
My son began to get extremely anxious, and then he started to whine and then he 
started crying as the belt cut into his stomach, and I said, “Oh my goodness! I 
worked with it. I couldn’t get this belt loose!” And I knew that back in the back of 
my mind, something was saying, “You’ve got to cut this thing.” But, you see, therein 
was the problem! 
 
Every part on that car is ridiculously expensive. I lost the key on it once, and when I 
went to the dealer to get another key, the key cost me $175. The windshield wipers 
were screeching and making noise at one point, and when I took the car to the 
dealers to get a new set of windshield wipers for it, the windshield wipers were $350 
for a set of windshield-wiper blades! I said, “My goodness! Every part on the car is 
just ridiculously expensive!” 
 
So there I was, my son wrapped around this belt. And I had gone into the house to 
get some scissors, so just in case if I could not get this thing loose and if I could not 
get it retracted, just in case I would have to cut it, and there he was with it cutting 
into his stomach, and he was beginning to holler, saying, “Daddy, this thing is 
starting to hurt.” As I wrestled with it and I worked with it, because I knew if a key 
was $175, I knew if the wipers were $350, I knew there was no telling how much it 
was going to cost me to get that seatbelt replaced. 
 
I worked with that belt and I jerked that belt and I did everything that I could to 
get that belt released, and that thing would not let go! 
 
I got to a point where I realized that I was not going to be able to get it to retract 
and to let go and to release its grip on my son, and I had to take those scissors and 
cut the belt. The minute I cut the belt, it instantly retracted back into the holder, 
and my son was freed and he could breathe again and he got out of the car. 
 
I speak to you today from the simple subject of “Cut the Cord”. As God began to 
minister to me with that thing, He said, “Many of My people are wrapped up just 
like your son was wrapped up in that belt. They are tied with things that have them 
bound and that have got them chained up, imprisoned, and that’s got them all 
messed up. They’ve gotten to the point where it has choked the Spirit out of them, 
and they can’t even breathe!” 
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But sometimes, people, because of all of the stuff, we do not want to cut the cord. 
We can recognize in our logical minds that this thing is choking the very life out of 
us. But to cut the cord? Say, “You have to cut the cord.” Just cut the cord, people. 
Don’t you know, sometimes it gets difficult to cut the cord, the tie that binds us to so 
much stuff, it gets hard to cut that cord? And believe me, I didn’t know and I still 
don’t know how much it is going to cost me to replace that; but it was a choice 
between a belt and a life! 
 
Sometimes, people, that is the choice that we are stuck with:  we are wrapped up 
with so much stuff, and there are so many things sometimes that bind us, and we 
are faced with a choice that we can either cut ourselves loose from the thing; and, 
yes, it may cost us some things; yes, it may be painful; yes, we may loose some 
things; but we have got to cut the cord in order to live. 
 
Even when a child is born, it is born boy attached to its mother, born attached to the 
womb, attached to the nourishment, the source of life through an umbilical cord; but 
in order for us to ever move out on our own, in order for us to ever start breathing 
and getting the oxygen into our lungs on our own and start to intake food on our 
own, in order for us to ever do that, sooner or later the cord has to be cut. In order 
for us to ever mature, even right now some of us are still attached to mama’s apron, 
because we never cut the cord. 
 
Even in our marriage! That is why Jesus said, “Ye shall leave thy mother and thy 
father.” Some of us are still attached. The minute sometimes goes wrong in a 
marriage, they say, “I’m going home to Mama.” That’s the cord! And even in 
marriage, still we cannot get mama and daddy out of our marriage. We are still 
wrapped up, attached with a cord. There comes to the point -- and I’m not talking 
about disrespect or dishonor; I’m just talking about what Jesus said about this cord. 
He said, “Ye shall leave your mother and your father.” That was the leaving that 
you understand that you shall cleave unto one another. He was saying just to cut 
the cord. 
 
Sometimes some of us, if something goes wrong, instead of talking it out and 
working it out with our spouse, we get on the phone and call Mama. “Mama, do you 
know what she did? Mama, do you know what he did?” Cut the cord! There are some 
things about life where we are still choking the very life out of relationship and the 
very life out of spirit, because there are some things we are attached to that we 
absolutely refuse to cut the cord. 
 
And Jesus said:  :The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me.”  
And all of this whole passage, people, is about cutting the cord. It is about loosening, 
about getting us unbound from some things that have us all wrapped up, tied up, 
chained up and has got us imprisoned. This whole series of verses is just about 
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cutting the cord that you have, so many things that are binding us up, tying us up, 
trapping us up in delight. 
 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the 
gospel to the poor.” Jesus said, “The poor, you will have you always.” But if you 
listen to His Gospel, you will no longer be poor. See, the poor you will have with you 
always is because you will always have folks who are not going to listen to the 
Gospel that is preached. And, really, it is not even in reference to money, because if 
you notice, Jesus never gave anybody any money. And I am beginning to 
understand why He never did, because I have seen some personal experience. You 
can’t take a person out of poorness with money; you cannot do it. I’ve tried it; it 
doesn’t work! You can’t take a person out of poorness with money. If you give them 
money this week, they are right back next week, needing some more money. You 
can’t take ‘em out! You give them money for two months, they are right back the 
third month, needing some more. You cannot take people out of poorness with 
money, it just does not work! 
 
The Government tried it; didn’t work. You can’t take people out of poorness. You’ve 
got to preach the Gospel, and only if people can get the Gospel in them can they 
move out of the arena with poorness, and it is not about money! Money is a facet of 
it, and spirit even affects your money. 
 
Whether or not you know about my daddy, who was a well-to-do man materially, 
but he always said this. He said, “I have been broke a whole lot of times, but I have 
never been poor.” See, broke is a temporary condition; poor is a permanent state of 
mind. Do you know, you can hit the lottery, and if you’re poor, you’re still poor after 
you hit it? I mean, you can hit the lottery for $20 million, and if you’re poor before 
you hit that lottery, you are going to be poor after you hit the lottery, because the 
mode and the mentality of thinking -- I never will forget watching on television 
someone that was down in Alabama and they had hit this massive lottery, and they 
were interviewing them on television about what they were going to do. They came 
on TV, and he said, “The first thing we’re going to do, we’re going to get us a brand-
new doublewide.” Now, if you don’t know what a doublewide is, it is a trailer! Now, 
there was nothing wrong with their getting a doublewide; but point is, they had 
millions of dollars, yet that mentality would never take them beyond a doublewide! 
Sometimes, you see, if you cannot change mentality, you will never really change 
the ultimate condition, because poor is in a state of mind, poor in spirit; all that 
stuff, that stuff is a state of mind. It is not really relegated and it is not really that 
much related unto money and to material resources. 
 
Jesus said, “I came to preach the Gospel to the poor.” Now, if He came to preach the 
Gospel to the poor, what did He come to preach to change them to? Because I’ve 
always had. I’m a rich man, folks; always have been rich. I am real rich man, and it 
has nothing to do with money. See, richness, first of all, understand that it puts you 
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in a position where you understand. First of all, I know who my dad is. I am talking 
about Earth, because Who has all things in the palm of His hand? If that is my 
Daddy and I am his son, I am an automatic inheritor; it makes me rich! And when 
you understand first, I can stand up here; I can breathe, my lungs are clear; my 
eyes are clear; my mind is clear; I don’t have any pain in my body -- I’m rich! 
 
If someone offered me $10 billion right now for my eyes, I would not take it. Do you 
understand?  I mean literally, if someone came in here right now and said, “Mr. 
Bronner, I will give $10 billion cash money right now; all you have you to do is just 
give me your two eyes.” Wouldn’t do it! Now, I would not do that. Maybe some of you 
would say, “I would give him my left eye.” 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: I know some of you may be saying that; but, you see, you 
always value things and you value net worth for its value of what you would or 
would not sell it for. There are some things that I possess that I would sell for no 
amount of money! And if that is the case, I know just in my eyeballs, I’ve got $10 
billion worth of eyeballs! 
 
You see, it is a matter of how you view things and how you look at things and when 
you understand some things, see? If the Gospel is preached to you and if you 
understand the Gospel, the minute your eyes will become open, you will begin to 
understand true riches, and true riches is not money. 
 
Now, when you understand that, you start possessing some things, because some of 
us right now are even bound by our definition of poor and rich. We are struggling so 
hard, and it’s got us bound. We are struggling for status symbols and struggling for 
stuff so that other folks will look up to us and make them think we’ve got 
something, and that stuff will bind you, people. It will have you working two and 
three jobs for stuff that you don’t even have time enough to enjoy, because you are 
spending too much time trying to pay for it. I mean, it will have you working to pay 
for a big house, and by the time you get home from your third job, all you can do is 
rest three or four hours and then you can’t even spend time in the big house; you’re 
spend all this time trying to work, and yet the thing has you bound! 
 
You see, people, it does not matter what kind of chain it is, because a gold chain will 
hold you just as tight as an iron chain. Some of us are bound with gold chains, 
because the thing looks pretty; but it has got us all bound. 
 
I never will forget, I went into a restaurant once, and a man asked me, “Mr. 
Bronner, do you have any openings out at your place, because I need a second job?”  
I said, “For what?” He said, “I want to buy this car, and I have to take on a second 
job to pay the note on the thing.” When I heard that, I said, “Man, you are getting 
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ready to get into slavery to a car. That means every night you’ve got to come in, and 
you’re trying to work a second eight-hour shift, and the car will have you 
imprisoned. Do you know anything that first of all forces you into something, you 
are a slave to that thing?” I said, “If you buy that car, it is going to sit there in front 
of your apartment or wherever you live. It will sit there in front of your job. And 
every day when you get off of this job,” I said, “now you can go home. Your time is 
free, you can do it what you want. The minute you get in that car, you have to head 
out to the other job. The car will demand it! You will be tired when you leave this 
job; but the car is going to say, ‘You can’t go home and rest. You can’t go to The 
Weekend Word. You’ve got to go to work, because you’ve got to pay for me.’” 
 
Bound, people! We are bound. Jesus said, “I’ve come to set the captives free! I’ve 
come to preach the Gospel to the poor.” And there are so many poor folks living out 
in boxes. They are not in Bankhead; they’re all over. Poor is anytime you are really 
not rich in spirit, and that is what Jesus was trying to open the people’s eyes to. 
Jesus never preached a single word about folks getting money. He never did. You 
can find any -- well, the one part where He did was, the disciples were out fishing 
and He told them to fish over there, and that is when they pulled in this big load 
that almost broke the net; but right after that, He said, “Now, leave all this stuff 
and come with Me.” So He showed them how to get it and then told them to leave it. 
That is the part where we miss it. Yes, Jesus showed them how to pull in the 
biggest harvest they ever had. He then said, “Now, leave it all there, and come on 
with Me.” And that was the part where most people would have said, “Well, Lord, I 
don’t know about leaving this big harvest,” and then they would have become bound 
and captive to the harvest. See, anything that you cannot in the material plane do 
without, you are pretty much bound to that thing. 
 
Sometimes even in a relationship, I had someone writing me on Mountain Wings 
upon yesterday, and the man’s wife had died. He said he was ready to commit 
suicide; he couldn’t live without her. He said he was just ready to go on with her.  
And sometimes, people, that’s a good love. But if something happens to somebody, 
you need to go ahead on, because the bind will tear you down. He said he was ready 
to commit suicide, because he loved his wife so much that he could not live without 
her. 
 
I had to write him back to give him some counseling to get him unbound from the 
thing. It is a great loss to have while they’re here; but, look, once they go, you need 
to cut that cord. And, see, some of you right now are bound up; it may not even have 
been an ex-husband or an ex-wife, you are bound up to an ex-boyfriend or an      ex-
girlfriend. The cord’s got you just as tight. It may have been over five years ago, and 
still in your mind, “I don’t know what to do, I miss her so much.” It was five years 
ago! 
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The man or the woman has been gone, and yet around your blood is a cord that is 
tied that has you in bondage. We’ve got to learn, people, how to cut the cord of 
things that bind us and keep us from being free and keep us poor. Jesus came to set 
the captives free. 
 
The next word right after He said that:  “He has appointed Me to preach the Gospel 
to the poor.” Then He said, “He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted.” 
 
Do you know the two biggest things, the problems in most people’s lives?  They’re 
money and relationship. Those are the top two. Once you get past those two, health 
is the third thing; but the two biggest ones: money, number one, and your 
relationship, number two. 
 
“Brokenhearted” is nothing but our modern term; when you reverse the word, it is 
“heartbroken”. So many times in life, we go through things and, do you know, folks 
will break your heart? Not only will folks break your heart, you’ll break some folks’ 
heart. If I asked everybody to raise their hand that had broken somebody’s heart, 
most of the hands in this room would go up. So not only do people break your heart, 
you have broken some other folks’ heart. And yet when a heart is broken, Jesus 
said, “I came to heal the brokenhearted” -- those that have heartbreaks not just 
from romance, but from some things in life that you had set your heart on and that 
didn’t happen like you though it would happen, and there you sit brokenhearted, 
there you sit depressed, there you sit despondent. Jesus said, “I came that I may set 
you free; that I may heal that within your heart that is rent, that is split, that is 
torn, that is tattered. I came to make you whole.” 
 
Sometimes, people, you can’t heal a broken heart on your own. You try to go away 
by yourself, and all you do is think about them. You can’t heal them on your own. 
You try to replace them with someone else, and all you can do is compare. You try to 
shut them out of your mind, and every day in every minute of the hour they just 
creep back and come back. 
 
You see, people, there are some things that Jesus said He preached to the people, 
and there are some things He said He did. There are some things He told you how 
to do; other things, He said He came to do Himself. You see, He did not tell you how 
to heal the brokenhearted; He said, “That, I will do.” So there are some things that 
you’ve got to trust in Jesus to take care of. See, He said He came to preach to the 
poor; but He came to heal the brokenhearted. And there are some things that even 
with a broken heart, all the counseling in the world just can’t quite tell you how to 
mend it up. You need Jesus for that. All of the logic in the world, you can know and 
it will register on your logical mind; but yet, you see, the heart remains poor. There 
are some things where you need to have Jesus, and there is some stuff you need to 
do. But there are some things that only Jesus can come in and only He can put the 
balm over to make a thing whole. 
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“To preach deliverance to the captives” … “to preach deliverance to the captives.”  
Jesus said, “I will tell you how to get delivered; but it’s up to you to cut the cord.” He 
is not going to cut your cord for you. He said, “I will preach to you. I will tell you 
how to get delivered.” But you have to cut your own cord! Do you know, if you do not 
cut your own cord, even when the cord is cut, something about it will take you right 
back to the old thing? Even sometimes when the cord is cut, something will just 
take you right back; so you’ve got to cut your own cord. Jesus said, “I am not going 
to cut the cord for you. I am going to preach to you. I will preach and I will teach 
you how to set yourself free from these things; but you’ve got to get your own 
scissors, because nobody is going to take you out of that relationship.” 
 
“Lord, I know I’ve been with him all this time, I’ve been with her all this time; but I 
wish You would take it out of my heart, just get ‘em.” No! You have to! You already 
know it’s got you in bondage; you know that. You see, that is the preaching part of 
it. Jesus will let you see this stuff, and when you read His Word, this stuff has got 
you captive; but it is going to be up to you to cut the cord. You are going to have to 
snap that! 
 
There are some cases where there is a supernatural deliverance. I have heard of 
that, but that’s rare. That’s dependent upon miracles most of the time; 99.9% of the 
time, it does not work like that. You’ve got to cut that cord yourself, and you have to 
walk away after God opens to your eyes, and that is when He shows you the right 
path to go. You will have to do that with the things that have you captive. 
 
You see, first of all, whatever is holding your joy captive, you need to cut it loose. I 
mean, if you are not joyous, if you cannot really look yourself in the mirror and say, 
“Ew, I’m just so happy, I’m full of joy!” If you cannot do that, then what’s got you 
where you’re not? 
 
Do you know, sometimes, people, you can be imprisoned and not even know it, 
because everybody else is in prison? You see, if all you’ve ever known is prison, you 
don’t know that you are locked up -- I mean, if that is all you know, because 
sometimes we are reared and we are brought up in a world where everybody else 
around us is imprisoned. Everybody is hollering and complaining. “Everybody’s 
relationship is bad, Child. At least mine isn’t as bad as hers is. See, my man only 
hits me every Wednesday. He is beating her every Thursday, Friday and Saturday; 
my man only hits me on Wednesday.” See, you don’t even know you are bound! You 
do not even know you are in prison. 
 
So one of the first things you’ve got to do is even recognize, “Am I really free, or am I 
bound with some things?” And just like I tell people with their physical body, “You 
just strip naked and stand in front of a mirror,” get in front of the mirror, look 
yourself in the eye and say, “Am I really filled with joy and with the peace of the 
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Holy Ghost?  Do I really have it residing on the inside of me? Am I bubbling over 
with it?” And if not, then you are bound! You are in prison! 
 
Then the next question you have to ask is, “Well, what’s got me locked up?  Why do 
I not have joy?” 
 
These are very real questions that many people will have different answers, because 
there are so many things that bind us up; but so many of us have that seatbelt 
wrapped around us that it’s choking the life out of us. What’s got you to the point 
that you don’t have fullness of joy? When you look at yourself in the mirror and you 
begin to ask yourself this question, “I am not happy, because I never fulfilled the 
expectations of my daddy.” I mean, sometimes the stuff is like that. Now, see, the 
expectations of your daddy have you bound up. You’ve got to first of all be honest 
with yourself and look yourself dead in the eye and see what’s got you bound up 
that you don’t have the joy of the Lord? What’s got a frown on your face instead of a 
smile? What’s the real reason, because you have got to see the chain to break the 
chain. 
 
Once you stand in front of that mirror and you hear the Words of God, He will 
preach to you and He will give you the Gospel to set the captives free; but Jesus 
said, “I came to set the captives free,” but He said, “I came to preach the Gospel to 
set the captives free.” That means Jesus will tell you, the Word will tell you; but 
you’ve got to do it. 
 
Too many of us are just waiting on God to come and cut the cord to set us free. No, 
“preach deliverance to the captives”, so many of us. “… and recovering of sight to 
the blind,” that’s in the same sentence of “preach”. He said, “I came to preach 
recovering of sight to the blind.” He is not really talking about a physical blindness, 
but a blindness to the point where you cannot see; you cannot see spiritual things, 
you cannot see things of the higher realm of really what the real deal is. 
 
He said, “I came to open your eyes.” And do you know sometimes even with the real 
truth, even in the natural sense, not everybody can handle the real truth? That is 
why as Jesus poured out pure and full of the pure truth, the crowds got smaller and 
smaller and smaller. When He preached to masses, He preached to them in 
parables. Then He had the 70 that He taught one thing at another level. Then He 
had the 12 at another level. Then He had the three at another level, because the 
purer the fruit got, the smaller and smaller and smaller the crowds got, because 
most of the crowd is blind to real spiritual truth. And even when Jesus told them 
some real truths, do you know Paul and his disciples left Him and said, “Lord, that’s 
a hard saying” -- and they left! Just think if someone is going to leave the church 
because some of the preachers say things they don’t like -- they left Jesus! They said 
to Him, “Lord, this is a hard saying here,” and they left, blind because they couldn’t 
see. 
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Jesus said, “I came to preach to open blinded eyes.” Oftentimes, people, the reason 
that we cannot have our real joy is because we are blind. And we really cannot see 
what the real thing’s about. You see, life has always been thus. It is a relative thing, 
and the world gives our vision through the things that we have to look at the most; 
that is why it is called tele- what? The world gives you a vision, and it replaces your 
vision with tele-vision, that is why they call it that. It is giving you a vision. Of all of 
the stuff that you see on television, do you know most at that stuff will take your joy 
away? Most of the stuff that the world gives you for your vision still robs and holds 
your joy captive. 
 
Jesus said, “I come to give you new vision.” It is not that we are blind; we’ve got the 
wrong vision! That is why television is so really detrimental, because when you look 
at TV, most of the stuff, number one, that is why, my wife will tell you, I very rarely 
watch TV, because first of all it gives you a vision of all the sad stuff in the world. 
And there is some bad stuff in the world; there always has been. But I do not want 
to see it all, because the thing about it is, there is some bad stuff in world; but there 
is a whole pile of good stuff in the world. So why do I want my vision all focused on 
the bad? Don’t you know that will take away your joy and it replaces joy with fear? 
Television takes every negative, and the real negative sure enough will make you 
see it on the television. It takes every negative thing from all over the globe, brings 
it into your living room and makes it your vision. 
 
And you wonder why you’re scared. And you wonder why you’re tense. And you 
wonder why you don’t trust. And you wonder all of these things, because that is the 
vision that you have been given. And that is the vision of the world, but that has 
never been the vision of God. That is why Jesus said, “I came to preach and to open 
blinded eyes.” And, see, even when you walk out of this door, people, and you look 
around and you see all of the beauty that God has created, do you know that is 
enough to bring you joy, just to walk outside, the sun is shining beautiful, the air is 
fresh and clean. Most of us will rush to our cars and leave. 
 
All of the glory and all of the splendor of God, we’ll rush to our car and we will never 
even notice it. And do you know, it makes a big difference? As a matter of fact, not 
only do we not even notice it, we will rush to get out of it. Sun is shining beautiful, 
air so fresh, we rush to our car, shut the door, roll up the windows and turn on the 
air-conditioning. 
 
We rush out of the glory of God into man’s boxes. And that is one reason, even in my 
vehicle, I just refuse to be boxed in by man’s stuff. And I didn’t even understand 
why I always had to be exposed to the open sky. 
 
My mother will remember, my Mustang that I used to have, I cut a hole in the roof 
so I could put in a sunroof and see the sky! The Jeep that I formerly had, when I got 
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the Jeep, it had no sunroof in it. There was something in my inner spirit, I had to 
cut a hole in that box! I said, “I am not going to let man box me in this thing.” I had 
to see the sky and all of the splendor, and I didn’t even begin to understand until 
later it was a part of the Spirit that said, “You will not be held captive in a box. I 
will open the sky to you, where you are able to see with a different vision, if you can 
just see.” 
 
And, see, it begins with the ordinary things of the Earth just when you walk out, 
and you will be able to look up and see all of it. Do you know, that changes your 
attitude? It does; it changes your attitude. When I walk out and I’m able to see all 
the stuff, I’m not worried about what is going on over there in Afghanistan. If I 
could worry about it and change it, it would make a difference. I pray for them, and 
that’s it. 
 
Some of you are going, “Ooh, I wonder if there are any anthrax in the air.” You see, 
you walk out with that kind of mentality, and then you become bound with all of the 
stuff that the world has put into you and you miss all of the glory of God, blinded. 
Jesus said, “I came to preach the opening of blinded eyes” -- not to necessarily 
physically open them, but to preach the opening of blinded eyes. Look around you 
and see all of the beauty that God has given, all of the glory, all of the riches.  
 
 
Look through your $11 billion eyes. It changes the way you view things when you 
look. “I am looking through some $11 billion eyes.” See, the $10 billion you may not 
sell it for; maybe if it was $11 billion you’d let them go. So you’ve got to say, “I’m 
looking through some $11 billion eyes.” Do you know, that changes the way you look 
at the Earth and the world when you look at it like that other than looking with 
“Lord, poor me.” You’ve got a set of $11 billion eyes! It changes mentality, it changes 
spirit, and it frees you. 
 
Some people can be freer if they have the right spirit dwelling in them with them 
locked up in physical chains than other folks walking around free as a bird, but yet 
locked up in their mind and spirit. 
 
“I came to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to 
set at liberty them that are bruised.” A wound, people, is just like a heartbreak, and 
so many of us are bound because of our past hurts, our past wounds. I mean, 
sometimes, people, we are even bound by a harsh word that somebody told us many 
years ago. I mean, somebody told you something that you didn’t like, and you have 
let it -- do you know what happens? Just dealing with just the physical aspects of 
the body, whenever someone tells you something that you don’t like, do you know 
what happens to your body physically? First of all, have you ever noticed that? I 
mean, just notice your body; it will draw up literally. There is something about it 
that will just cause you to tighten up just like this. Somebody criticizes you and says 
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something harsh to you, and your whole physical body starts to cringe and draw up. 
Some of us have been chained, and the thing that was said to us ten years ago still 
has us drawn up, locked up and bound. 
 
When you open spiritual eyes, people will be able to say stuff to you, and you will be 
able to the block it. That is why Jesus said, “Bless them that are cursed,” because 
the minute that you begin to curse them that curse you, you become bound. And 
sometimes we don’t even understand the word that speaks in the spirit that we let 
enter into us, and what happens to us in those instances, so many of us have got so 
much. Do you know how free you would be if you just didn’t have anything against 
anybody? Do you realize what freedom that would give you? I mean, you would have 
much greater freedom if you just didn’t have stuff against someone in your own 
family. I’m not even talking about Ben Laden. I’m not talking about Osama. I’m not 
even talking about the man over there who is supposedly in Afghanistan. I’m not 
even talking about that. And I’m not even talking about someone over here in 
another race. Most of you would be freed up if you could just get this stuff out of 
your system with the folks in your own family. You’d have a tremendous freedom 
just among brothers and sisters and parents and aunts and cousins and husbands 
and wives if you just could get the stuff out of you that you’ve got against folks in 
your own bloodline! It would free you up so much. 
 
And you don’t understand the damage that it does and that it holds you captive. 
You cannot harbor ill will against anybody without the thing binding you up. I 
mean, it can mess up some ministers, because sooner or later, some kind of way, 
somebody is going to criticize them; that’s just all there is to that. Somehow, some 
kind of way, it is just going to happen. And do you know, if that thing causes an 
attitude, or what they call a ‘tude, if that thing causes a ‘tude … do you know folks 
who have a ‘tude about them? I don’t know how to explain it. If a thing causes a 
‘tude in you, the ‘tude binds you every time you see the person. 
 
I’ll tell my wife, I’ll say, “Pudding, I will not allow anybody to take my peace, 
because they are robbing me.” Now, see, that is the thing. So if I get mad at anybody 
and I let that thing harbor in my spirit, I have allowed the robber to steal my peace 
and I refuse to do it! They aren’t going to get my peace! Now, if you’ve got a 
problem, that’s your problem. If you hate me, that’s your problem. If you’ve got all 
this ill will and stuff hung up against me, that’s your problem. But I’m not going to 
let you steal my joy, because I’ve got to go in the mirror and look at myself in the 
mirror and I’m all mad, I’ll say, “What took my joy?” And then your name comes up. 
I say, “No, you don’t.” But in order for me to get my joy back, I’ve got to release 
every ill will that I have against you or else you’ll steal my joy, and I am not going 
to allow that to happen. That’s what happens when blinded eyes are opened. 
 
The world will tell you to be mad at them, get even with them, stab them. That’s 
what the world will tell you. Jesus told us this stuff for a reason, and sometimes we 
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couldn’t understand that:  “What do you mean, ‘love my enemy’?  What do mean, 
‘bless them that curse me’?  If somebody curses me, I’m going to double-compound 
curse them. What do you mean, ‘bless them?’” Jesus did that, so that you would not 
be taken captive. 
 
These things and the revelations will come to us, and this will start changing our 
lives. Start with those right around you. Some of you need to go back and make 
peace with somebody you’ve been mad with for 20 years. Clear it out of your system, 
because this stuff has you bound, locked up and chained. 
 
“And He closed the book, and gave it again to the minister, and sat down.” You 
know. Jesus did that for a reason with the quality of those gestures. He closed the 
book. Jesus said, “I’ve already told you. I have preached to you.” And sometimes 
there comes a point when the Word comes and He closes the book, and it said He sat 
down. 
 
“And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on Him. And He 
began to say unto them, This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears.” Now, 
understand this:  Jesus did not say, “This day is that Scripture fulfilled.” He said, 
“It is fulfilled in your ears.” 
 
He read it, closed the book, gave the book to the minister, and sat down. And all the 
eyes of them that were in the church were upon Him, and He said, This day this 
Scripture is fulfilled.” He knows. 
 
Eyes to see and lips to hear. And if you can feel this and it gets in your spirit, this 
Scripture shall be fulfilled. Now, if you do not hear it, if it is not in your ears, it is 
not going to be fulfilled. And you will leave here bound up, locked up in chains, poor, 
brokenhearted and imprisoned. 
 
“This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears.” You see, the thing that Jesus said 
that He would do:  “preach the Gospel to the poor, heal the brokenhearted, preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, and to set at liberty 
them that are bruised.” Jesus said that He would do five things:  He was giving the 
people a helping hand. “I am going to do five things:  preach the Gospel to the poor, 
preach deliverance to the captives, heal the brokenhearted. And the other things? 
“Set the captives free, and recovering of sight to the blind. I am going to give you a 
helping hand. I will give you the Word. I will set you free. And this day that 
Scripture shall be fulfilled ... ” 
 
Everyone, pull your ear like this; pull that right ear. It is fulfilled in your ear -- not 
out in the world, in your ear. If you can hear this thing, people, you can be free. He 
came to set you free; but you’ve got to open your eyes and open your ears. You’ve got 
to cut some cords. Some of the cutting may be expensive. Some of the stuff you can, 
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just like I did, wrangle with it, wrestle with it, and sometimes, people, we won’t cut 
the cord until the thing is just about to kill us, because there is no other choice until 
we are just about to die and we are at our laaaast thread on the rope, and then we 
decide to cut the cord.  
 
Jesus has come and said, “You can cut the thing out. You can even prevent yourself 
from getting into that shape. All you’ve got to do is hear what I have been saying. 
This day the Scripture shall be fulfilled in your ear.” 
 
Bow your heads. 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, we thank You upon this day for the Word that Thou has 
sent. And dear Father, we pray that this message stay within the ears of the people; 
that they will be able to hear You even in the midnight hour; that it will stay in 
their ears, that they will be able to hear it the next time someone does something 
against them and they want to harbor an ill will or thought, and it will be in their 
ear …  and they will be able to say, “No, you won’t bind me up. No, you don’t! You 
won’t oppress me. You won’t lock me up! You won’t take away my riches. No, you 
don’t; I won’t let you. It is in my ear, I hear the words of Jesus, and I know He came 
to set me free and I accept His deliverance.” 
 
I pray, dear Father. I pray … I pray … that the people keep this in their ears; in the 
name of Jesus, amen. 


