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Nathaniel: I want you to open your Bibles today to the book of John, 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, in the Book of John.  And I’m going to be 

reading script for today from the book of John Chapter 5 

beginning with verse 1.  The Book of John Chapter 5 beginning 

with verse 1.  If  you would you follow me as I read. 

 

 “After this, there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem.  Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a 

pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five 

porches.  In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of 

blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water.  For 

an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and 

troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of 

the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he 

had.  And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity 

thirty and eight years.  When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that 

he had been now a long time in that case, He saith unto him, 

wilt thou be made whole?  The impotent man answered him, Sir, 

I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the 

pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me.  

Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.  And 

immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and 

walked.  And on the same day was the sabbath.  The Jews 

therefore said unto him that was cured, it is the sabbath day: it 

is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed.  He answered them, He 

that made me whole, the same said unto me, take up thy bed, 

and walk.” 

 

 And I’ll be preaching today from that particular series of verses 

in particular Verse 6 of Chapter 5 of the Book of John.  And 

dealing with the question that Jesus asked the man who had 

lain there for 38 years.  And Jesus asked him according to the 

King James Version, “Wilt thou be made whole?”  And I want to 

take it as both a subject and a question today.  That same 

question that Jesus asked and I’ll phrase it the way that the 

NIV version phrased it.  Jesus asked the man, “Do you want to 

get well?”  Do you want to get well?  Now, at first glimpse, as the 

first looking at this particular question and this situation, you 

might have a tendency to say to yourself that’s a silly question.  

If anybody has been laying sick on a bed of infirmity, unable to 

walk, unable to move in a surrounding sea of sick folk what kind 

of stupid silly question is that to ask a person in that condition, 

“Do you want to get well”?  But the Bible and Jesus never did 

anything without a reason.  “Do you want to get well?”  And 
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that’s the question just as Jesus post to that man laying there 

for 38 years, that’s the title and the question that I post to those 

of you here in this sanctuary and for those of you watching on 

television.  Do you want to get well?  Now, you may say, well if I 

have a pain, if I have an ache, -- 

 

00:05:02 

 

 -- if I have a sickness, if I have something that is not right, of 

course I want to get well.  But let me explain to you there are 

many other types of diseases and infirmity other than just 

something being wrong with your body.  I remember God spoke 

to me and He told me that your anointment and your gift will be 

in the arena of healing.  And I asked Him, I say, “Healing 

what?” And He said, “That which is sick”.  And there are so 

many areas of our lives today that need healing that we need to 

get well in.  You may have a strong body that nothing is wrong 

with, but something is wrong with your relationship; or you may 

have a good solid relationship on a strong body but you’re in the 

middle of bankruptcy.  You may have all of that stuff and yet 

and still there are so many different arenas in our life.  You may 

have a good relationship, you may have a strong body, you may 

have plenty of money in the bank but you suffer with 

depression.  There are so many areas and so many arenas in our 

life that we need healing with. 

 

So, I ask you today the question, not are you sick, not if there is 

anything wrong with you, not if there is something within your 

world that needs the power of God to come in and straighten up, 

that’s not the question that I’m asking you.  I’m not asking you 

“Are you sick?”  I’m asking you, do you want to get well? 

 

Crowd: Amen! 

 

Nathaniel: You see, Jesus when He saw the man laying there, it was 

obvious that the man was not well.  That was not the question.  

Jesus asked the man, “Wilt thou be made whole?”  “Do you?  Do 

you?  Do you want to get well?” 

 

 Now, as I pondered and meditated upon that question that 

Jesus asked the man.  I came to realize that for many people 

that are in very distressing situations, even though the situation 

may appear to be horrendous, even though the situation may 

appear to be painful, even though the situation may appear to be 
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full of torment and trial and tribulation and all kinds of mess.  

For many people when you really ask them that question, “Do 

you want to get well?” The answer comes back, “No, I don’t.”  

And you would say, “Well, why in the world would somebody 

even answer that question that has something that needs to be 

healed?”  Why in the world would they answer that question?  

No. “Why would not people want to get well?”  And I will give 

you three primary reasons as to why people don’t want to get 

well. 

 

You see the first reason that people don’t want to get well is 

because they are comfortable sick.  I said the first reason that 

people don’t want to get well is because they are comfortable 

sick.  They have gotten into a groove.  They have gotten into a 

rut and they have gotten themselves in a position of comfort 

even though that they are sick. 

 

 You know, how many people do you know they’re constantly, if 

you even ask them, “How you doing?”, before you can get the 

words out of their mouth here they come with one of the most-- 

you know -- depressing, heart wrenching sob stories of how 

everything in their world has gone wrong.  And it never fails, I 

don’t care, even if you ask them on Christmas day how they’re 

doing, “Oh, shot, I just in heaven and money to get my children 

any toy”.  No matter what day, no matter what the circumstance 

is, they will come forth with a pouring out of mess upon you no 

matter when or what, about how sick their situation is.  But you 

see they have gotten comfortable in a hospital basis.  They have 

lain there for so long that their bed of affliction has become the 

only bed that they know.  And you would think that even though 

they come from the talk about how they want to get out of that 

mess, they constantly talk about it in their heart and in their 

spirit is not what they really feel.  I had a situation even 

yesterday, of even with my wife and I have a one (00:09:51) son, 

Nathaniel Hawthorne Bronner III, we call him “the III” and I 

had a situation even with my wife they pointed this out so well. 

 

00:10:00 

 

My wife has been constantly (00:10:04) first child, and the third 

takes up a lot of time, you know, she has to breast feed the third 

and she said the third is -- takes up all kinds of things -- she 

said “I don’t even have sometimes time enough to sit down on 

the commode and do it, because before I can sit down, the third 
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is hollering.  She said, “I can’t sleep sometimes during the night 

because the third, he constantly needs attention, and the third 

just takes up more time and my wife’s parents came up and 

have been staying with us for the past week.  So, my mother-in-

law said to my wife, she said, “Look baby”, she said, “I am going 

to take the third and I am going to just handle the third for the 

three or four hours so you can get you some sleep and so you can 

get you some rest.  So, you go in there in the bedroom. I got the 

third and you just go to sleep”.  So, I let my wife in the bedroom, 

put her in the bed and I came back about an hour later and I 

peeked in the door to check on her, and she raised up her head.  

I said, “you’re not sleeping yet?”  She said, “No, I am going off to 

sleep now, close the door.”  And I came back in the second hour, 

and I peeped my head in the door to see how she was doing, she 

raised up her head.  “And I walk through the door and I said, 

you’ve been there in two hours already.  You are constantly 

talking about how you needed some sleep.  I said, “It has been 

two hours -- why have you not gone to sleep?”  And she looked at 

me and said, “I did not realize that I cannot get to sleep without 

the third in here.”  So you see, many times and even though a 

child is a good situation and that’s a positive thing, many times 

we will talk about circumstances and the men will allow the 

opportunity to be free from that circumstance better than the old 

nature that will come up, and long for that very same thing that 

we were complaining about. 

 

 That’s why many people in relationships and if you noticed 

people that have bad relationships as a general rule, they have 

gone from one bad relationship to another, as a general rule you 

barely rarely find a woman that’s just got an absolute no good 

low down sorry no (00:12:30), you generally don’t find that, what 

you’ll find is, if you go back and check that woman’s history or 

that man’s history you’ll find that they’ve been getting the same 

kind of people over and over and over and over.  They have 

gotten comfortable in a diseased situation.  Do you want to get 

well?  And if a good person comes in to their world, a wholesome, 

hardworking, spirit-filled person comes into that world.  There’s 

something about the inner nature because they are comfortable 

with men, they won’t even be able to sleep peacefully unless 

they got men laying on the side.  Do you want -- do you want -- 

do you want -- do you want to get well?  

 

And the second reason that people really don’t want to get well, 

is because people had begun to use their sickness as a crutch. 
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“You know I can’t succeed because -- I can’t succeed because I’m 

black.  I can’t succeed because I don’t have a college degree.  I 

can’t succeed because I was born in the ghetto.  I can’t succeed 

because of this and because of that, because my skin is of certain 

complexion, because my hair is of certain texture, because I kept 

with a certain accent.  I can’t succeed because of --.”  And they 

allow the sickness that is upon them to be used as a crutch, and 

it keeps them in a perpetual state of – sometimes poverty, of 

sometimes depression, of all kinds of things because they have 

allowed the state that they are in.  And I hear so many people 

talk about -- you know, all my relatives were this way.  My 

father was not there with us.  My mama ran around, all my 

brothers turned out to be no good.  I’ve got all these kinds of 

stuff”.  They use their diseased situation as a crutch and as an 

excuse and I ask you today, do you really want to get well? 

 

And the third thing is the cost.  More often than not it costs to 

get well.  And in virtually -- 

 

00:15:00 

 

-- every medicine that I know of in the real world, the vast 

majority of medicines are bitter.  You see it generally cost to get 

well, and we do not want to pay the cost.  I had a pastor come to 

me not too long ago and they had a congregational member that 

was terminally ill and the pastor knew that I was into a lot of 

natural health knowledge and he asked me to describe the 

situation that the member had and he said, “Is there anything 

that you can recommend?”  The doctors have given up.  They 

said, it’s terminal they only have a few months to live.  Is there 

anything that you can recommend that may save my member’s 

life?  And as I listened to the situation and listened to the 

condition of the person had, I told the pastor.  I said you know 

with that kind of situation, there’s not too much that a 40-day 

fast wouldn’t completely cure.  And the pastor looked at me and 

said you know that member loves to eat, and this is what he said 

that was so profound.  He said, they would rather die than fast.  

He said, “They loved to eat so much.  They would rather die than 

fast.”  Do you want to get well? 

 

Many of the times, the things that are required for us to do to 

pull us out of a situation, we do not want to pay the cost for it.  

Often times we (00:16:47) in a mile of financial poverty and 

financial lack and constant struggle.  And sometimes what is 
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required maybe for us to give up a little of that stuff to come 

down off our hearts.  It maybe that your budget right now just 

cannot afford a Cadillac, you may have to come and get your 

(00:17:08).  You may not be able to afford some of the stuff. I 

know there’s a whole lot of prosperity preachers, but until the 

prosperity comes,  you may have to bring your pride down, bring 

your standard of living down to where you’re still comfortable, 

then it comes within your budget but often times you see people 

getting more financial trouble over that car and almost any 

other thing.  And sometimes they even tell a person, “Look, give 

up that $40,000 car and get you a $15,000 car.  The $15,000 will 

carry you just as many places and just as good as the comfort as 

the $40,000 car that you cut your note in less than half,” but 

then the person will think to themselves, “Those people have 

been seeing me -- all of my friends have been seeing me riding 

around in this fancy fine expensive car and you want me to give 

up my fine, my fancy, my long, my shiny, my elegant car just 

like and bring my finances back and all?  You want me to give 

up all that and have my friends talk about me and have all that 

and have me look down upon to how people talk about a lot of 

stuff -- you want me to do all of that just so I can save my 

family?  I would rather die than give up that!” 

 

Do you want to -- do you want to -- do you want to get well?  

That’s why Jesus asked that man that question, because Jesus 

knew that was many of our situation with many of our 

circumstances that which was required for us to get well, and for 

us to live, we did not want to do.  When the rich young ruler 

came to Jesus and he asked Jesus, “Master, what must I do to 

inherit eternal life?”  In other words, he was asking Jesus, 

“What do I have to do so that I do not die?  What do I have to do 

so that I can live together, so I can live forever?  What do I have 

to do, Master, so that I do not die?”  And Jesus told him, “Sell all 

that you have and give it to the poor.”  And the rich young ruler, 

the Bible says, he bowed his head and walked away, but I am 

sure what was going on in his mind was, he said, “If I have to 

give up all of my stuff I would rather die than give up all of my 

stuff.  Between my stuff and eternal life, I would rather die.”  Do 

you -- do you -- do you want to get well? 

 

00:20:00 

 

It is a serious question that when all of us get in times of 

sickness, in times of disease, and see, there are so many things 
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even just within the natural world of even diseases studying 

natural health.  Most of our disease is not brought on us by God 

-- and none of it virtually is.  It is brought upon us by the things 

that we do, but if you find somebody with a sick body and most 

people even that smoke cigarette, the leading killer in this 

country, and you tell them, “Look, the doctor will say, if you 

don’t stop smoking you’ll have another heart attack or you’ll get 

some more lung cancer.”  And most of the people have to look at 

the doctor and say, “doctor, I know all of these. I know you speak 

the truth but I would rather die than give up my cigarettes.” 

 

Do you want to get well?  People who drink themselves to death, 

they know that the liquor destroys the liver, that it destroys the 

brain cells, that it destroys the circulatory system, they know all 

of these.  They are not ignorant of it. And as they start having 

problems and they go to the doctor.  The doctor tells them the 

same things, “if you do not stop drinking, you are going to die”.  

And they have to look at the doctor and said, “doctor, I know 

you’re telling the truth but I would rather die than give up my 

liquor.”  And many people that are overweight, you’re going to 

the doctor and he says the same thing.  “If you do not lose some 

of this weight, it is going to cause kidney failure.  It is going to 

cause heart failure.  If you do not cut down on what you eat, you 

do not start exercising, if you do not trim some of it off, it will 

cut your life short”.  And they will look at the doctor, and they 

said, “Doctor, I know you are telling the truth.  I know you are 

not laying to me.  It is not that I question the wisdom of what 

you’re saying.  But I would rather die than push away from that 

table. 

 

So, many of the things that are oftentimes presented to us in 

truth, Jesus asked the man who have been laying there for an 

almost two generations.  Do you want to get well?  And just 

some of the things I want to point out to you.  The NIV says that 

the blind, the lame and the paralyzed.  And that is in Verse 3 of 

John 5 of King James that says, “And these lay a great 

multitude of impotent folk, of blind halt wizard waiting for the 

moving of the water.  Number one, all of the folks that were 

blind, that were lame, that were paralyzed were all there 

together.  And you see that was true then and it is still true now.  

Sick folks have a tendency to congregate together.  Well folks 

have a tendency to congregate together.  That whole place was 

full of sick folks.  That is number one.  Number two, all of them 

were waiting on somebody else to get them out of their situation.  
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They were all laying there waiting on an angel that can only 

pull one of them as they were five porches full of folks.  And I 

don’t know how many a porch had but I imagine it was at least 

about a hundred for a porch.  So, it was probably 500 people at 

the Pool of Bethesda.  And when the angel came, the angel could 

only heal one of them.  That means it left 499 of the people there 

sick.  The sick were all there together and number two, they 

were waiting on somebody else to get them out of their situation;  

and number three, even Jesus, who walks into the midst of the 

multitude, even Jesus only healed one man.  He left all the rest 

of them there.  Even Jesus only healed one man out of all that 

multitude, the rest of them he left there.  Because I imagined 

that when Jesus asked that man, “Do you want to get well?” He 

knew that if he asked the rest of the folks, they would probably 

answer back to him “no.”  He knew the answer before being 

asked.  And when Jesus saw the blind man, not the blind man, 

but the lame man afterwards -- 

 

00:25:00 

 

-- and He came up to him and He said, “You are well now.”  But 

he told him, “be careful that you do not sin anymore, lest a 

worse thing come upon you.”  He told him, “I have healed you.  

You are up and you are strong, but go and sin no more, lest a 

worse thing come upon you.”  Do you know even most people 

that even if you pulled them out of a financial mess because of 

their mentality and because of what they speak, and because of 

the way that they have yield, even if you pull them out of their 

mess, it would not be long before their same mentality got them 

right back into same shape again.  And you know even in this 

country there is a great disparity in terms of distribution of 

wealth and money.  It is just something everybody can relate to 

and see.  But if you took all the money in the United States and 

gave everybody an equal share, if you took all the rich folks’ 

money out and you took all the money in the country and gave 

everybody an equal share today, do you know about tomorrow 

morning?  Plenty of people would be dead broke and others 

would be rich, because of the mentality of it, because of what 

they speak, because of where the mind is -- because many people 

want to get well financially, and will do what it takes to do that, 

and others deep down within their spirit, they really do not want 

to get well.  Do you -- do you -- do you want to get well?  And it 

was interesting that Jesus talked about the three types of people 

that were there at that pool: the blind, the lame and the 
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paralyzed.  Those who could not see; those who could not walk; 

and those who could not move.  And even now within this 

community and within our world we still have those three types 

of people.  Blind, and I am not talking about physical blindness 

where you cannot see any of the physical light and objects in the 

world -- I am talking about spiritual blindness.  You can walk 

out of this church and walk up and down the street right now, 

and you would see people with two good eyes, but spiritually 

blind.  Blind, blind to the truth.  Blind to the things of God and 

they can only see the things in the world.  Blind. 

 

And then those that are lame.  And lame basically means that 

you are not that you are absolutely maybe cannot walk, but you 

walk with a limp -- that you are injured, that you are not fully 

functional, that you may be dragged one leg behind that is 

technically a lame man.  And there are so many people that are 

still carrying certain things that have made them lame.  Unable 

to fully function in this world.  And then there are those that are 

just totally paralyzed -- absolutely no good.  And when you go 

and when you ask, “Do you want to get well?”  The answer for 

many deep down from their spirit will be “no.”  Even God had 

told me about helping people in giving, I am commanded to do a 

great deal of that, but He added one additional thing on it, it is 

specific for me, maybe not for you but specific for me.  And He 

said, “Give no one a fish.”  And as I began to meditate and I 

began to understand that, and as I went through certain 

situations, I understood what He was talking about.  And I 

picked out a couple of people that were really in bad financial 

shape that needed all kind of help.  And I went to them and I 

told them, I said, “Look, I have a program that I will put you on. 

I will allow you to become financially independent.  I will help 

sponsor you and for everything the program pays you, I will pay 

you triple.  It will get you out of all of your financial mess and in 

just a little bit of no time.” 

 

Do you know the folk would not work?  Do you know they would 

not do after -- they would not do anything at all!  And then I 

began to understand even though I went to them with the 

program that would have taught them how to fish, that would 

have allowed them to become totally financially independent, do 

you know they would not do a thing?  When this question was 

really asked, “Do you want to get well?” Because they were 

comfortable in the situation they were in, of just belly aching 

and (00:29:38) and suffering, because they use it as a crutch and 
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because they did not want to pay the cost.  They would not do a 

thing.  So, I understood even God giving me that direction of 

giving nobody a fish.  But teaching people how to fish, because 

many people, if you give them a fish, all they will do is eat it up 

that day and they will be back to you tomorrow for another fish 

sandwich.  And you could never fool people out of the dish -- 

 

00:30:00 

 

-- that way.  You got to teach people how to fish.  You got to 

make them unlame, but before you can do any of that, you got to 

do like Jesus.  And ask the people, “Do you want to get well?”  

Because unless you can answer “yes” to that question, it would 

not do any good.  And see, in many of the cases that people were 

healed in the Bible, they were lame from the womb.  Many 

people are born lame from the womb.  You are born into a 

situation that is a mess.  It may not have been anything in this 

life that you did.  But you are born into a situation that’s after 

new (00:30:41).  You are born into a house where your mother is 

on crack and your dad is gone.  You are born lame.  That is why 

Jesus gave the infants and Peter, as they dealt with healing, as 

they were lame from the womb.  And even sometimes even in 

the womb, sometimes they will just come out addicted to a 

particular drug because the mother has been on the drug.  The 

child is born lame from the womb.  They have been lame from 

birth as all they know.  But even being born lame from the 

womb, you still have to ask the question, “Do you want to get 

well?”  Even if you take a child or if you take a man that has 

been born into a circumstance.  If they don’t answer “yes” to that 

question, “Do you want to get well?”  There is nothing you can 

do. 

 

I remember 15 years ago when we were in the music business, 

we had a man that used to work with us in composing music.  

He was one of the most brilliant musicians I had ever seen.  One 

of the most brilliant composers, and he had one little problem: 

he was an alcoholic.  He stayed out on the street.  I hired 

somebody to take this man off of the streets, dress him up, clean 

him up, take care of him -- and I told him, I will pay you to take 

care of this man.  Just keep him clean, provide him a shelter and 

take care of him.  The man was cleaned up, he did well for a 

couple of weeks.  And all of a sudden one night in the middle of 

the night, the man raced up to one of the man’s house, snuck out 

through the window, went and got drunk and was back out on 
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the street.  He did not want to get well.  That’s why with 

anybody, first and even the people that Jesus healed, those 

people always came to Him.  They came to him seeking a 

healing. 

 

“Do you want to get well?”  It is a serious question and the first 

thing you have to answer for healing.  And as I even thought 

about it, you know when the man was healed, you know what 

the people said?  All of the established people, they went to 

(00:32:50) because Jesus said he healed the man on the Sabbath 

Day.  He was the man that has been there for 38 years, got up 

and was walking, and do you know what the people were 

saying?  They said, “You don’t heal a man on the Sabbath Day.  

You have performed a miracle but -- but it’s on the Sabbath 

Day!”  And what that was representing what a couple of things.   

 

Number one, whenever you start going in a designed direction of 

being healed out of your circumstance, the people that are 

around you will always try to hold you there with them.  They 

will find stuff to try to pull you back down to try to discredit the 

healing that you have been given.  And of all of the things and -- 

and first, when you really understand that about the Sabbath. 

When you understand what the pharisees had done, the 

pharisees, if you read the commentaries in the real history 

behind it, they had injected about 145 additional laws into the 

Law of what God spoke in the first place.  Jesus never violated 

the Sabbath because God never said anything about not healing 

or doing good on the Sabbath.  He said just don’t work on it -- 

there’s no commandment about not healing on the Sabbath. 

Jesus had not even violated the command.  But what they were 

saying, they were nitpicking trying to find stuff.  The minute 

that you start heading towards spiritual healing, the minute 

that you start coming out of your financial messes, you around 

folks is doing a whole lot of things.  If you are around people 

that are smoking, doping, drinking all the time and partying 

and womanizing, the minute you go to straighten it up and then 

healing yourself, folks will go start looking at you and then point 

out some silly insignificant stuff to try to discredit the healing 

that you were going through. 

 

And they said, “For he has healed a man on the Sabbath day.”  

And I want to give you four keys to get healed, just four keys.  

There are many different sermons about healing.  Many 
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different things but I just want to take fundamentally just this, 

and what Jesus did.  

 

00:35:01 

 

Number one, the man had to look at and recognize who Jesus 

was.  That is first thing.  And when Jesus asked the man, “Wilt 

thou be made whole?” -- do you know what the man gave Him? 

The man did not give Him an answer.  The man gave Him an 

excuse.  I said when Jesus looked at the man to ask him, “Do 

you want to get well?”  The man said, “I don’t have anybody to 

carry me in the pool.”  The man did not give Jesus an answer.  

He gave Him an excuse. “I don’t have anybody to carry me down 

there.  I’m lame, I’m hard, I’m withered.  I can’t make it down to 

the pool.”  It’s like if I were to come up and offer somebody 

$1,000 and say, “Look, Rev. Kevin will you take this $1,000?  

And Rev. Kevin will look at me and he will say, “What? What? I 

haven’t seen a lot of taxes (00:36:05)”  And that’s kind of like the 

man -- he did not answer the question that Jesus had asked him 

when Jesus asked him, “Do you want to get well?” The man gave 

Him an excuse.  The first question you got to ask yourself: “Do 

you want to get well?” And you got to answer that question and 

you have to answer that question realistically because you 

cannot get healed and until you yourself first of all decide if you 

want that healing. 

 

You know you can’t -- you know there (00:36:36) even the lady 

with the issue of blood came up and touched the hem of Jesus’ 

garment.  She took a healing from Jesus without even knowing 

it, because her faith was so strong, her desire was so strong, her 

will was so strong.  She wanted to get well so bad.  She went up 

and touched the hem of His garment.  Jesus didn’t even know it.  

She just grabbed the virtue out of Jesus without his knowledge.  

But there is not one single instance in the Bible of where Jesus 

forced it on anybody else.  So, that’s the first thing, “Do you 

want to get well?”  First thing you got to do is answer yes.  And 

you got to believe that in your heart you got to let go all of your 

crutches, forget about the cost, come out of your comfort zone 

without your sickness.  You got to ask yourself, “Do I want to get 

well?” and you got to answer yes.  That’s number one.  

 

Then Jesus told the man, “Rise, take up your bed and walk.”  

“Rise, take up your bed and walk.”  “Rise, take up your bed and 

walk.”  Anytime you are in a situation that is down, you have to 
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rise.  And there was -- I think his name was Mike Murillo(ph), 

who said, “If you do the same things that you’ve always done, 

you’re going to always get the same things that you’ve always 

got.  And if you want something that you’ve never had, you’ve 

got to do something that you never done.”  So, you’ve got to rise, 

you’ve got to bring your mentality and your spirit above your 

circumstances and in the mess of where you are, because even 

though Jesus has the power to change until you open up the 

door then He can do, He’s got a dozen feet on keep on going. 

“Rise” is what He told the man and that’s symbolic and many 

instances.  “Rise.” He told the man. “Rise.”  In your situation you 

have got to rise.  You’ve got to bring your thinking up from 

where it is.  And then He told him, take up his bed. 

 

Now, as you think about even that, that was a wrong time to tell 

somebody to carry your bed, because this man had not walked 

for nearly 40 years.  And you know that whenever even if you’ve 

been laying down for a week and you try to get up and walk, you 

know you have to -- you know even if your legs are strong, you 

have to get your mind straightened out to even -- how to carry -- 

I know when Peter healed a man outside of the gate and he 

hopped right out of limp and leaping.  But generally, it is 

difficult if you had not done something in ages.  It’s hard enough 

even with strong legs, if you’ve been laying down, for just to get 

up and walk, but Jesus told the man to rise and pick up his bed.  

Why did he tell him to pick -- look, if I was Jesus, I would’ve 

said, “Look, just kind of get up and get your balance for a little 

bit you know make sure your steps are sturdy.  Make sure, you 

haven’t walked in 38 years.  Make sure you don’t fall over.  It’s 

just like learning like a newborn baby.  Be sure that you got 

your balance and hold your hands out make sure that.  I’ll hold 

your hand while you’re walking.  Take it easy”. 

 

00:40:01 

 

That’s what I would’ve told the man if he’s been that for nearly 

40 years.  Jesus didn’t tell him that.  He told him to get up, pick 

up his bed and then walk with Him.  Let me tell you why He 

told him that.  Couple reasons: number one, his bed was a 

symbolism of all the stuff he has been through of his infirmity; 

and number two, in many instances of getting out of your 

situation, the stuff you have gotten yourself into, you can’t leave 

it behind.  If you’ve been out in the world and you’ve been in a 

relationship and you have gotten two or three children, the man 
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is gone, and even when you want to become healed and rise, you 

can’t leave those children behind.  You got to pick them up and 

walk with them.  When you’ve gotten yourself in a financial 

mess and you got bills piled up, you can start getting yourself 

straightened out on a good financial trap, but once you make up 

the decision and in your mind, that you want to get well, you 

still got all that debt.  You got to pick up that bed and you got to 

walk with it.  Most of the things that we are healed from, 

especially stuff that we have done and we have gotten, we may 

be forgiven of the sins but the consequences are still there.  We 

got to deal with the consequences of what we have done.  We got 

to pick up that bed that we have made for ourselves and we got 

to carry that bed with us. 

 

Now, Jesus gave the man the strength to carry the bed.  He 

strengthened the man’s legs.  “Jesus said, “My burden is light 

and my yoke is easy.”  He gave the man the strength to carry the 

burden but he told the man, “Pick up your bed”.  Now, if it could 

have been me and I’ve been laying on a bed, I would have leave 

that bed right there.  I want to go buy me a brand-new bed. I 

wouldn’t walk to carry my hospital bed, my bed of inflictions, my 

bed of infirmity, it will remind me of all that old mess, the way 

I’ve been laying there -- all of -- so definitely, I wouldn’t want to 

leave that bed right there and go get me a brand-new bed.  I 

wouldn’t want to carry that bed.  Jesus told the man for a 

reason.  Because oftentimes in our circumstances, you just can’t 

pick up and walk away and leave all of the stuff you’ve done 

behind.  Some of the things have results with it and 

consequences that we have to take with us and you got to take 

those children with you.  You’re still responsible for rearing 

those children.  You’re still responsible for paying off those 

debts.  We got to take some of that stuff with us and straighten 

it out, and handle it.  That’s why He told the man, “Pick up your 

bed.” 

 

And then He told him, “Walk.  Walk.  Walk.”  Jesus gives us the 

power to move and to do things and that man with his walking. 

And with his carrying his bed became a living testimony to all of 

that’s going.  And they saw the power of God. They saw what 

Jesus had done and healing the man.  They knew he’d been 

laying there for 38 long years and he picked up his bed and he 

walked.  And that’s the message that I want to bring to you 

today.  First, ask yourself that question, “Do you want to get 

well?”  Do you want to really get out of your situation?  And if 



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5056.mp3 

you do, you got to leave a certain comfort zone.  What habit you 

developed which you become used to.  You got to stop using that 

as a crutch.  And said, “No matter what I know I’ve had all of 

these stuff in the past.  I know this kind of stuff maybe against 

me.  I maybe black.  I maybe a woman.  I maybe short. I maybe -

- you know, all this kind of stuff we come up with.”  Leave all of 

your crutches behind.  Don’t worry about all of that stuff and be 

prepared to pay whatever cost it is, because the Kingdom of God 

costs -- it is not free.  He never said it was.  But it is a serious 

investment that pays dividends like nothing else on this earth.  

That’s why Jesus told you to spare up treasure.  Treasure is a 

cost.  It cost to accumulate treasure.  If the cost for an article 

many of us to get well, we have to first decide, “Am I going to 

pay the cost to get well?”  Because different types of sicknesses 

and different types of situations all will have a different cost of 

getting well with.  And once we decide those things, “Yes, I want 

to get well.”  “No, I’m going to leave behind my comfort zone.” 

“No, I’m not going to use any excuses.”  And, “Yes, I’m going to 

pay the cost.”  And when we decide those things then we must 

rise pick up our beds and walk. 

 

00:45:01 

 

Jesus is the way, He is the Truth and He is the Life.  But He 

said even though He is the way, He said, “Broad is the path that 

leads to destruction.”  And many thereof shall enter into it.  But 

narrow is the gate that lead us into life and few there be to find 

it. 

 

And Jesus said, “many will do many wondrous things in His 

name and He will (00:45:38), depart from me, you workers of 

iniquity. I knew you not”.  He is the way.  But so few, even of 

those that call His name, so few find that true way, and that is 

the way to life, it is the way to help.  It is the way for prosperity 

of all that we need.  Do you want to get well?  Do you want to get 

well?  

 

Bow your heads.  Dear Father, we know that within Your hands 

lay the power for all healing, that You have the ability to heal 

and to bring into homes every broken error yet of our lives.  You 

have the cattle of a thousand hills.  The Earth is Yours and the 

fullness thereof.  You have every single material thing that we 

need.  You have all joy, all peace, all happiness within your 

realm.  You made these bodies, dear Father.  You know every 
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chemical, every enzyme, every cell, every working fabric.  You 

have the ability to bring us into perfect physical homes.  But we 

first must seek and accept You.  We first must leave behind 

many of the things that this world that have made us 

comfortable but left us crippled.  And we have to choose 

sometimes to leave those things that have made us comfortable 

but crippled, to things that will make us whole and give us life 

again.  Dear Father, we want to make the decision to enter the 

narrow gate.  And in entering the narrow gate we know that we 

will be forced to leave many people behind because there will 

only be a few that will enter thereof.  And many friends we will 

have to leave behind.  Even many family members we will have 

to leave behind and in some instances, even children or 

husbands or wives, we may have to leave behind.  The gate is 

narrow, dear Father.  But even though it be narrow, You have 

shown us the way and all we have to do is follow after You, and 

leave the things in the world and the things of destruction 

behind.  And we choose to put behind those things that make us 

comfortable and crooked.  And to pick up those things that bring 

us life and a life more abundantly.  In thy son, Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 

 

00:49:06 


