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Nathaniel Bronner: Bow your heads. 
 
 Dear Father, we thank you again that you have allowed us to 

come together to hear your word and to be infused by your spirit.  
And dear Father, let everyone who came expecting tonight, let 
them receive and let them receive even beyond that which they 
expected.  Fill their spirit dear Father, let it overflow, that when 
they leave this place, they shall carry the full spirit and it shall 
flow over into their households, into their friends, into their 
coworkers, into their acquaintances and even onto strangers.  
Let your spirit be poured forth and fill the vessels tonight.  In 
thy son Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
 And if you’ll open your Bible tonight to the Book of Matthew, 

first book of the New Testament, the Book of Matthew, in the 
17th chapter.  And I’m going to be speaking tonight on a subject 
that take me back a little bit from what I’ve talked about last 
week.  Last week, I talked about best buys and basically, the 
gist of the sermon was about people who earn a lot of money and 
yet, there were so many things that they wanted to buy that you 
couldn’t purchase with money.  Well tonight, I’m continuing on 
in that vein a little bit, but from a slightly different angle.  You 
see, those are folks who had a lot of money.  Well, what if you 
don’t and I want to talk to you tonight fundamentally from the 
subject and from the theme where you’ll get in, in a little bit, but 
in Matthew Chapter 17, beginning with Verse 24, if you read 
along with me because I’ll be reading in the New King James 
Version.  Matthew Chapter 17 beginning with Verse Number 24. 

 
 “When they had come to Capernaum, those who received the 

temple tax came to Peter and said, “Does your Teacher not pay 
the temple tax?”  He said, “Yes.”  And when he had come into 
the house, Jesus anticipated him, saying, “What do you think, 
Simon?  From whom do the kings of the earth take customs or 
taxes, from their sons or from strangers?”  Peter said to Him, 
“From strangers.”  And Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are 
free. Nevertheless, lest we offend them, go to the sea, cast in a 
hook, and take the fish that comes up first.  And when you have 
opened its mouth, you will find a piece of money, take that and 
give it to them for Me and you.” 

 
 And I wanted to talk to you tonight from the subject of how to 

get money out of the fish’s mouth.  How to get money out of the 
fish’s mouth.  You see, the people I was talking about last week, 
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they had plenty of money.   They made a minimum of a 
thousand dollars a day so they had all of their basic needs and 
their expenses covered and their wishes and their desires had 
turned to other areas.  But there are still so many that don’t 
have that level of income and not only -- you don’t really need 
that level of income, but they don’t even have the level of income 
where their basis expenses are taken care of.  There are 
situations where each month, the rent has (00:03:45).  Each 
month, they’re going down to Georgia Power that cannot put 
power on my power bill.  Each month, they’re calling up the 
telephone company and just barely keeping the phone line from 
being disconnected.  There is a level that is even below 
sufficiency that so many Christians operating it and you need to 
know and you need to understand how to get money out of the 
fish’s mouth.  You see, this is really the only verse that I could 
find where Jesus actually dealt with the getting of money.  In 
every other situation where Jesus talked about money, he 
basically dealt with becoming detached from it.  This is really 
the only verse where Jesus went out in action and dealt with 
getting money.  But you see, Jesus had a financial need as many 
of us and not many of us, all of us do, all of us have financial 
needs, at least in this country.  In some other countries, they 
live off the land and they don’t worry about it.  They sleep out in 
the woods, they pick berries, they eat wild fruits, they make 
their clothes out of leaves or they trap animals and skin them 
and they have no need for currency. 

 
00:05:03 
 
 But in this country, we need some money and oftentimes, we 

weren’t sure and we need to understand the principle that Jesus 
taught.  That when you have a financial need, of how to get 
money out of the fish’s mouth.  Now, this message may be of no 
benefit to some people because some people right now may have 
too much money.  Some people actually -- there come a point in 
certain people’s lives -- I never will forget the story of Andrew 
Carnegie who -- it’s been decades ago when Andrew Carnegie 
was a great man and he had amassed a great fortune.  And as 
he reached a certain age, Andrew Carnegie focused all of his 
energy on giving away all of his money.  And when he passed 
away, he had very little of it left.  At the time that he had 
focused his energies on giving away his money, Andrew 
Carnegie could not use what I’m about to preach tonight.  He 
didn’t need to know how to get money out of the fish’s mouth. 
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 So, there may be some of you watching on television or some 

listening here where this message has absolutely no application 
to you whatsoever and if that’s the case, please forgive me for 
telling you something that you don’t need to know.  But many of 
us, at times in life, run up against financial jams and we have 
some needs and the end of the month has come and our money 
has run out long before the end of the month and we stand up 
against the wall, a hard knock and no money and don’t know 
which way to turn and we need to know, in that instance and in 
that case, how to get money out of the fish’s mouth because 
money is powerful.  I don’t care what folks say.  Money is a 
powerful force in this world.  Money is the number one cause of 
divorce.  Do you know in your relationship, psychologically, 
statistically, money or the lack thereof, is the number one cause 
of divorce.  When your money is running short and credit is 
calling you and you might get evicted out, you know that puts a 
strain on your relationship because you can’t have sleep, your 
nerves get sensitive and jangled and jittery and you get fuzzy 
and you get mean, all kinds of stuff happen when your money 
runs out.  And at times like that, we need to understand 
principles of how to get money out of the fish’s mouth.  See, 
Jesus told us that you have to break it down and you have to 
understand what he was talking about and the meaning behind 
the story of how to get money out of the fish’s mouth.  And the 
first verse of it says, “When they had come to Capernaum.” 

 
 Now, Capernaum was a special city for Jesus.  It was a special 

city for a couple of reasons.  Number one, it was the major city 
where he based his ministry and the Bible also says, you don’t 
have to turn there, but the Bible says over in Mark Chapter 2, 
Verse 1, the NIV version, it says, “A few days later, when Jesus 
again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come 
home.”  You see, Capernaum was a place during his ministry 
that he called home.  So, Jesus, it says, when they had come to 
Capernaum and after says, when Jesus had come home.  When 
He had come home, those who received the temple tax came to 
Peter and said, “Does your Teacher not pay the temple tax?”  
When he went home, the first thing they wanted was money.  
When he went home, the first thing they wanted was money!  Do 
you that’s the way it is in many of our situations?  I mean, even 
when I get home, I mean -- and see my wife, she has a full time 
job taking care of the baby and taking care of the house and she 
goes to school and even so, she didn’t earn any money.  So, all of 
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the money she gets, she has to get from me and looking like my 
wife is supporting half the country.  It just look like money.  It 
looked like my wife just needs money ever and she said, look -- 
she’ll explain to me what she’s doing with it.  She says, I got to 
buy -- I have to buy groceries and I have to buy the baby some 
clothes and you know, the baby shoes cost more than your shoes 
and his pants even cost more than your pants and she has 
needed everyday like she needs money and money and money 
and money and money and you know, I always even in my truck 
-- you know, I keep a little money in my glove compartment just 
in case. 

 
00:10:03 
 
 You know, sometimes I go somewhere and I run out of money 

and I don’t have any cash money in my wallet and I always 
know I can run out and get my money out of my truck.  And my 
wife came in and told me last night, she said I had to go in your 
truck to get some, she said and I found a piece of money in there 
and I just wanted to let you know I have gotten out of it.  I said, 
go, great!  I said I had my little private piece of money that I 
always kept in there for emergencies, she has gone and then got 
that get out. 

 
 So, it is this when had they come to Capernaum when Jesus -- 

when He had come home, those who received the temple tax, 
they wanted money.  And it’s just – there’s something about that 
when you come back even -- you know, I went to my class 
reunion a few weeks ago and they wanted money for the alumni 
fund.  You know, whenever you go back somewhere, somehow, it 
always involves money, some kind of way because --- and there’s 
nothing wrong with that because it takes money to run things.  
Everything, if you look around this church, very little, as a 
matter of fact, I don’t think there was anything in this church 
other than the sweaters that were given to us that was donated.  
Everything in this church cost money and do you know they 
don’t give us a discount?  George Power, with these lights 
burning, don’t give us a discount.  If we go back, take the 
broadcast and record the service, they don’t give us a discount.  
Those of you that call in and all the orders that we send out to 
you free, do you know the post office charges us just as much to 
send out the word of God as if we were sending pornography?  
They don’t give us any type of discount.  So it takes money to 
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run things.  Money is absolutely and completely necessary to 
run stuff and run things in the society. 

 
 So, when Jesus came home, because you see, they’d heard about 

Jesus.  They knew who he was.  They knew he was big.  They 
knew that were crowds following him.  And normally, you know, 
when people are famous, you automatically assume they have 
some money, they may not have a dime.  They may not even not 
only have any money, they may be deep in debt.  You can’t --- 
anybody has --- no one has glass pockets, you don’t know what 
they have, but whenever you’re famous, whenever a lot of people 
know your face, whenever you’ve been in front of large crowds, 
whenever you’ve been on television, if they ever been in the 
movies even if you’re on the radio, your pictures are in the 
newspaper, people automatically assume that you have some 
money. 

 
 So they knew that Jesus had been healing people and raising 

people from the dead and they figured, well, this man has been 
doing all these and these crowds have been following this man.  
Because you know right now, even any minister right now that 
has a huge congregation, he’s got some money.  Money goes 
along way, it ain’t broke.  So they figured that Jesus, with all of 
these multitudes following him, they figured that he had some 
money.  So, when they came up to Simon Peter and asked him, 
“Does Jesus pay the temple tax?”  He had come home and they 
knew or feared that he had some money.  And Jesus sees it.  But 
first of all, I want you to understand, Jesus said, that because he 
was the Son, he was free from the tax.  But you see, he was the 
only begotten son.  They were asking about something that God 
had commanded back in the Old Testament.  The temple tax 
was a specific amount that God had commanded all of the men 
to pay in the law.  Though it was a command that came from 
God, but it was the principle behind that, that you ought to pay 
what you owe, that’s the first principle and that’s the first 
principle in getting money out of the fish’s mouth, is that you 
ought to pay what you owe.  And you know, a lot of folks don’t 
want to pay what they owe.  I mean, you ought to even pay your 
own government taxes.  And now, people today they try to dodge 
paying taxes and they did tax protests, then they get all these 
programs --- I’m not talking about --- I am not talking about tax 
minimization strategies.  I’m not talking about that, that’s a 
different thing because I pay the minimum amount of tax that I 
can legally pay.  I mean, if I got a deduction, I’m going to take it.  
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I mean, if I had all of the money that I put to ministry, I’d 
deduct that money. 

 
00:15:04 
 
 I mean, I’m not going to say, well I just --- I’m not even -- I’m so 

spiritual, I’m not even going to deduct that money (00:15:07).  
I’m going to take every dime of my deduction.  So, but that --- 
but that’s illegal tax deduction.  So, the principle here is you 
ought to pay what you owe.  Don’t try to cheat on your income 
taxes because that is something that the Bible even told you 
that you are supposed to pay.  And you’ll say, “Wait a minute, 
wait a minute.  Let me tell where.  It’s over in Romans Verse 13, 
I mean, Chapter 13.  The Bible deals with that because first of 
all, number one, you use enough of government’s stuff.  How did 
you all get here tonight?  You drove and you drove on a what?  
You drove on the road.  Who put those roads there?  Government 
put those roads there.  When you got to a corner or to an 
intersection, there was something that told you when to stop 
and when to go.  Who put that up there?  Government put that 
over there.  Power went into the street lights.  Who pays the 
power bill?  The government pays the power bill.  If you have a 
rent getting over here and you have to call the police to come 
and see about your rent, who pays for the police car?  Who pays 
for the gas for you to come and get here and who pays the 
policeman’s salary?  Government pays for all of that.  The 
reason why now that you don’t have invaders that come in to 
your house and that invade this country is because America has 
a very strong military might.  Who pays for all that military 
might?  The government pays for all that military might.  And 
there are so many things of governmental services, and I’m not 
saying that the government didn’t waste some money because it 
does, just like all of us do.  Government has some wasteful no 
good programs, but for the most part, we use and we depend 
upon government services all of us knew and it is a service that 
we receive and simply by divine commandment, you’re obligated 
to pay your taxes and in Romans Chapter 13, beginning with 
Verse 1, the New King James Version, Let every soul be subject 
to the governing authorities for there is no authority except from 
God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God.  
Therefore, whoever resists the authority, resists the ordinance of 
God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves for 
rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil.  Do you want to 
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be unafraid of the authority?  Do what is good and you will have 
praise from the same. 

 
 You know, the Bible is simply saying, you know, it’s like if you 

see a policeman or a highway patrol on the side of the road and 
you’re doing 55, you’re not afraid.  You see, if you’re doing what 
is right, you’re never afraid of the authority.  But if you zoom in 
line, you speed on like 82 and you see the patrol, it will scare 
you death.  Oh, Jesus, I hope he didn’t see.  Oh, Lord, let him be 
taking a lunch break, let him be eating a donut, Lord, not 
making that radar go.  You have to go praying and calling on the 
name of Jesus and everything because you’re in violation of 
what the authority has told you to do.  And when you’re in 
violation, it brings fear upon you.  So, if you’re not in violation 
you won’t have the fear.  So the Bible says, “Do what is good, 
and you will have praise from the same.  For he is God’s 
minister to you for good, but if you do evil, be afraid; for he does 
not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger 
to execute wrath on him who practices evil.  Therefore, you must 
be subject, not only because of wrath, but also for conscience’ 
sake.  For because of this, you also pay taxes, for they are God’s 
ministers attending continually to this very thing.  Render 
therefore to all their dues, taxes to whom taxes are due, customs 
to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.  Owe 
no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves 
another has fulfilled the law.” 

 
 The Bible tells you to pay what you owe and Jesus understood.  

Even though he was unique among all men, he knew he had to 
set an example because, you know, if Jesus had not paid his 
taxes, do you know everyone of us would have all kind of reasons 
for not paying our tax, for not paying the government for every 
(00:19:56).  Jesus understood and he knew that even though he 
was above the law, he knew he had to follow the law. 

 
00:20:02 
 
 Because he knew that other men would act what he did and 

would follow his example.  So Jesus, and this was talking really 
about a temple law, this was paying money to the church but 
Jesus still -- see, Jesus actually -- I don’t know whether he was 
or not, but I doubt that Jesus was subject to the tax because 
more than likely, he didn’t have an income.  I know the Bible 
never said whether he did or not.  I know they had Judas was a 
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traitor, but I don’t know whether he have had an income or not, 
didn’t say he did.  So he may not owe anything.  You see, the 
tithe is a percentage of that which you have an increase of.  If 
you don’t have anything coming in, you don’t owe anything.  So, 
this was a temple tax that was independent of the tithe and 
obviously, Jesus didn’t have money on him.  If he had, he had 
just dug in his pocket and took it out and paid you know, but 
Jesus even told his disciplines when they went out -- when he 
sent them out two by two, he said take no purse, take no money, 
don’t even take a change of clothes, don’t take another pair of 
sandals, take nothing but your rod with you.  So, Jesus, all this 
folk out with no money, told them that (00:21:20) he told them 
don’t take it and if he was the leader, he had to be following 
what he told his followers.  So more than likely, Jesus didn’t 
have any money on him.  But then came the need where he 
needed money to fulfill righteousness so that the people who 
followed Him would also do what was right. 

 
 So, he didn’t have money.  So, he gave us a principle of when 

we’re in situations, when we don’t have sufficiency of money to 
pay for a need, of how to get that money out of the fish’s mouth.  
And when he’d come into the house, Jesus anticipated him 
saying, what do you think Simon, from whom do the kings of the 
earth take customs or taxes, from their sons or from strangers?  
And Peter said to him from strangers.  Jesus said, then the sons 
are free.  And you see, that principle is true in the earth just as 
it is true in the spirit. 

 
 Do you know when children live with their parents, even when 

they’re old, they don’t pay anything?  You all know what I’m 
talking about?  When children live with their parents even when 
they’re old, they don’t pay anything.  I mean, sometimes, you get 
some folks stay or staying with mama at age 40 years old ain’t 
paying a dime.  Why?  It is because of the relationship between 
parent and child and it’s something about that not only do we 
not pay anything, but they’d let you live everything.  You know, 
I never will forget when my brothers -- when we were all staying 
at my parents’ house and under my father’s roof, burden of his 
utilities.  Downstairs my brother, Bernard, who’s very frugal 
and money conscious, he said when he was downstairs the 
thermostat wouldn’t work on the heater.  It broke and it would 
only have two positions, off and on.  And he said he didn’t bother 
by getting it fixed because he wasn’t paying the bill.  He said, he 
would just turn it on and just let the heat just blow out, just roll 
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in.  He said when it got hot, instead of turning it off, he would 
open the window and just let the heat roll out until it cool off 
and then let the window back down because the window was 
closer to his room than the thermostat, so he wouldn’t even walk 
over to the thermostat to cut it off, he just go to the closest thing 
and let the window open and let the heat out and he’d shut the 
window down while the heat is still blowing because he was 
under mother and father’s roof and no matter how much utility 
he used, mama and daddy wouldn’t charge him a dime.  And he 
said when he got his own house and he saw the utilities bill, he 
said he took a cigarette lighter and lit the lighter and the flame -
- and adjusted the flame and he went around the edge of the 
door waiting for the breeze to just suck the flame.  He said he 
had his own house so tight that not a breeze would come in 
through the house because it was his money and he had to pay 
the bill.  But as long as he was under mama and daddy’s roof 
and even now when I go over to my mother’s house, you know 
the first thing I do is, I don’t why, it’s just instinct, I walk to -- 
I’m not even hungry, I walk to the refrigerator and open up the 
refrigerator to see what mama got to eat. 

 
00:25:04 
 
 And no matter what I find in mama’s refrigerator, I can go eat 

up all of mama’s food, eat up mama’s fruit, eat up mama’s drink, 
eat up mama’s -- all the food in the refrigerator.  She will have 
some cake, cut me a slice and eat up all of mama’s stuff.  And 
mama has never said, son you owe for that food that you just 
have eaten because it is a relationship of a parent and the child 
and age is not even a factor.  No matter how young or how old 
you are, you’re always the son or you’re always the daughter, 
and everything that mama and daddy has, is yours free of 
charge.  But, if it’s not son or daughter and somebody else comes 
to stay in the house, it’s a whole different story.  They’re going to 
charge us some rent fee, so you’re not going to anybody else’s 
house that’s not mom and daddy or to scream even on close 
relative, you’re not going to anybody else’s house that’s not mom 
and daddy and not pay some rent and you’re able to.  Now, if 
you’re not able to, that’s a different story but nobody is going to 
stay in a house and give you a check every week and you’re not 
paying anything.  Nobody’s going to do that but mom and dad.  
But there is a principle even in the earth that the son is free 
from pain what a stranger would have to pay and Jesus knew 
and Jesus understood it.  Jesus was a son and yet, we need to 
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know Jesus said nevertheless, nevertheless, nevertheless lest we 
offend him.  Even though he was free from it because he was the 
son, He said nevertheless.  Lest we offend Him, go to the sea 
cast in a hook and take the fish that comes up first and when 
you have opened its mouth, you will find a piece of money, take 
that and give it to them for you and me. 

 
 And I wanted to show you some things of what Jesus did and 

why he did them because it will minister to you in your areas 
when you have monetary needs.  First of all, Jesus did not 
manifest the money.  Jesus did not manifest the money.  Now, 
don’t you know that Jesus, just as He turned water into wine, 
could just as easily where Peter stood, simply wave His hand, 
spoke the word and the rocks that surrounded Peter would have 
turned into gold nuggets, would have turned into diamonds or 
would have turned into rubies, would have turned into gold 
nuggets, would have turned into diamonds, would have turned 
into rubies, would have turned into emeralds, or even turn it 
into coins.  Jesus could have manifested the money with a word.  
Don’t you know with His many great miracles that Jesus 
performed, He could have done that?  If He could transform one 
substance from one thing to another, he could have just as easily 
turn anything around Peter and anything He chose, but He 
didn’t do that.  He did not manifest the money and that’s a 
principle Jesus never gave anybody any money, never.  And it’s 
one thing I had to learn even within this church.  Many of you 
would hear the night when we had a man who came in off the 
street with his little boy and God told me to just give the man 
the whole offering.  And I took up the whole offering, told them 
that I was going to give it to him and gave the man the whole 
offering and I told the man that if use that offering wrongly and 
if his heart wouldn’t lie, it would be curse unto him.  Do you 
know that man got the offering that night and many of you 
opened up your hearts and your pocketbooks and blessed the 
money.  Those things happen.  First, there was another couple 
here and they were also in need and they got fussing over the 
money.  They wanted part of the money and they came to me so 
I said look, God told me to give this man this money and I’m 
going to follow what he said and I told the man in a spiritual 
principle you should share this with them and I leave it up to 
your heart of how much you’re going to share. 

 
00:30:00 
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 He didn’t want to share much of that money.  Now, he came in 
expecting maybe 5, at most 10 dollars, that offering is 200 and 
something dollars.  So, he got way beyond what he ever dreamed 
he would get, but he won’t give them the 25 dollars.  That was 
the max and they were saying, look, the couple was here and 
they said our water is out, we don’t have any heat (00:30:27) 
house.  We don’t have any light and no heat and (00:30:33) in 
the house.  So, he won’t no give any money and when he went 
and left out of here that day, somebody knocked him in the head, 
took every dime of the money and he ended up with the same 
amount of money that he had when he came here, but with an 
aching busted head and it became a curse onto him.  And I had 
to ask God, I said, Lord I said why did you direct me to do it?  He 
said, I will show you son.  I said, what?  He said, first of all, he 
said many of my people are the same way.  They come to me in 
need when they want something and their hearts are not pure 
and I give it to them.  They don’t have the right motive, they 
won’t share it, they -- I gave them more than they have ever 
dreamed and they get a whole different spirit.  And he was 
showing me some things even with his people and he said it 
becomes a curse onto him.  And I saw what happened and he 
started living and from that point on, I wouldn’t give anybody 
else any money because every time I had given people money, it 
never helped.  No matter how much I gave, it never helped!  
They’ve been in the same shape over and over and over and even 
every week, it was the same thing over and over and no 
improvement was being made and all I saw was giving out 
money and it’s the same situation and that’s why Jesus never 
gave -- He could have manifested money.  He could have 
manifested truckloads of money, but he never did.  He never 
gave folk a dime because he understood that he would feed him 
and he would give him food and we found that even when people 
would come to us in need and I just need to get some money, get 
something to eat and even the pastor would start he would say, 
he would stop on the way to church and he would go by the 
chicken place to get some boxes of chicken and when it came to 
pass, he would have a box of chicken for him.  He said next 
week, they came they had a different story because they didn’t 
want food.  They were lying about this so they didn’t want food, 
they wanted that money to go get drunk.  And he said, when he 
tried to give him the food he said no, no, I need some -- I need -- 
they would come up with an excuse of what they need, what 
they wanted him to give him cash.  And we began to see the 
spirit behind it and I said from that point on, I will not give out 
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another dime because I saw the destruction that it was causing 
and it wasn’t doing a bit of good and God had to open me up to 
see that no matter, even if we gave him everything, it did no 
good, even if we gave him everything and that’s why the Bible 
tells you, you cannot cast pearls before swine.  Until you get a 
person’s mind and spirit out of the gutter and out of the mud, 
you will never pour enough money in order to bring him out.  All 
you do is make him deeper and deeper in the mud and you may 
make him --they’ll switch from alcohol to cocaine, they’ll switch 
from cocaine to some (00:33:26) more expensive, that’s all you 
do.  You won’t change him, you just give him more expensive 
drug.  So, he showed me some things even -- but not you 
shouldn’t help people but understand unless you change the 
spirit, money will never do a bit of good.  Jesus never gave the 
people money and even when his own disciple came to him and 
said the premise, telling him about -- and Jesus anticipated and 
knew what he was -- he didn’t manifest the money when he 
could have.  Let me tell you what he did, read it for yourself.  
Again, we’re in Matthew Chapter 17 and look at this real, real 
clear.  Real, real clear.  Verse 27, Matthew Chapter 17 Verse 27.  
You may need to turn, you may need to see it, just look at it and 
then you’ll understand because sometimes, you could see it 
when it’s written there real clear.  Nevertheless, nevertheless, 
lest we offend them, first thing he told him to do was go to the 
sea.  Why did he tell him to go to the sea?  I’ll tell you why he 
told him to go to the sea.  He told Peter -- well, let me -- let me 
show you in the Bible and then you’ll understand it a little bit -- 
a little bit clearer.  Turn again in the same Book of Matthew, 
turn to the fourth chapter of Matthew, fourth chapter of 
Matthew because you need to understand why Jesus sent Peter 
way over to the sea and you’ll see and you’ll know some things 
about how to get money out of the fish’s mouth. 

 
00:35:00 
 
 Matthew Chapter 4 Verse 18.  “And Jesus, walking by the Sea of 

Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen.” 

 
 Jesus sent Peter to the sea because that’s where his job was.  

That’s where his job was.  He sent him to the sea because he was 
a fisherman and what Jesus told him in essence, go if you need 
money, go to where your job is.  He didn’t send him up on a 
mountain top to be in the clouds with the Lord in the mist.  He 
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didn’t say -- he didn’t say go in a cave and pray all night long.  
He said, go to the sea, go to where your job is man, get up, go to 
work.  That’s what Jesus told him, go to the sea.  And that’s why 
the Bible tells you if a man will not work, he shall not eat.  
That’s what God say.  I didn’t say it, so don’t get mad at me.  
God said it.  Jesus told him, go to the sea.  He was a fisherman. 

 
 And you see, if we understand those principles, sometimes we -- 

our father just always -- my earthly father, my daddy, the one 
who paid my utilities in the roof while I was there at his house.  
He always used to say, sometimes we can get so heavily minded 
with earthly good and then sometimes we don’t understand 
some of the principles that Jesus taught and we don’t see the 
significance of it, they need to go to work sometimes. 

 
 Jesus sent the man, told him to go and I don’t know how far the 

sea was away, but he doesn’t go to the ocean man.  Go to the 
ocean, go to the sea.  You need some money, go to your job.  
That’s what you are gifted at, do what you need, bless it, go to 
your job, go to work.  So, he told him, first go to the sea.  Second 
thing he told him, cast in a hook, cast in a hook.  He said, go to 
your job and go to work.  Go to your job and go to work.  Go to 
your job and go to work.  Go to the sea, cast in a hook.  Do you 
understand that sometimes stop being -- it seems to be so deep 
when if you look at what Jesus taught, this is a man with all 
power, could have done anything, could have taken where Peter 
stood and could have answered, just didn’t like that and said, 
there you go, Peter.  Look at your left foot and you’ll see a sack 
of gold.  Look at your right foot Peter and I’ll send you a stack of 
coins that’s knee high.  You can pay -- he could have done that, 
but no, no, He said, go to your job and go to work.  Now, a lot of 
times, many of us don’t want to hear that.  We want to say Lord 
let me just fall out on my knees and just let me have somebody 
call and let me know that they have dismissed my bill.  Lord, 
Lord, let just somebody call and let me know that I don’t have a 
rich relative that unfortunately passed away and just left me 
sick Lord.  Let it be like no, that’s not what Jesus said.  He said, 
we wanted all place on God and Jesus told him, go to your job 
and go to work.  How to get money out of the fish’s mouth. 

 
 Let me tell you some other things.  You see, casting in a hook.  

Many of us are waiting on our ship to come in and we never even 
sent one out.  We waited on it to come in and we never made an 
investment, we never sent it out.  You have to go to work, you 
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got to go to your job and you got to go to work and you got to cast 
in a hook.  See, even if Peter had gone to his job, even if Peter 
had gone to the sea and stood there and see, many of us, we 
want to -- we don’t say go to the sea and Lord just let the fish 
flap out and just, you know, land at my feet, let them just pop in 
the boat Lord, let me just sit there, praising you while the fish 
pop.  No!  He said, cast in a hook.  That means, you go -- you cast 
it in there. 

 
00:40:00 
 
 Go to work and those are the simple principles.  And then the 

third thing he told him, number one, go to the sea, number two 
cast in a hook.  Now, let me explain to you that your sea is 
wherever you are and whatever you do.  See, Peter was a 
fisherman.  He’s not going to tell you all go to the ocean because 
nobody in here is a fisherman.  Whatever you do, he’s going to 
tell you to go there.  If you’re an auto mechanic, spirit of God 
when you run into problems, spirit of God and say, look get up 
go to the garage.  If you’re a hair stylist, he’s going to tell you get 
up go to the salon.  If you’re a cook, he’s going to tell you get up 
go to the kitchen.  Whatever you do and that’s where your sea is, 
that’s where the spirit is going to tell you to go.  He’s going to 
tell you to go in whatever area you have been gifted with, with 
your talent and with your job and that you have been blessed 
with an occupation, he’s going to tell you to go there.  And there, 
he shall bless you when you go to your own sea and when you 
cast in your hook. 

 
 First thing, go to the sea.  Second thing, cast in a hook.  The 

third thing he said was take the fish that comes up first.  Take 
the fish that comes up first.  And you see, that’s really the first 
part of where the supernatural begins.  Take the fish that comes 
up first.  You see, when God sends you to do something, when 
God sends you to a place, generally, even the first thing that 
comes will be the right thing.  That’s why when God sends you 
in a marriage, the first husband will be the right one.  The first 
wife will be the right one.  When you send yourself into it, boy, 
that person may be a doozy.  That person may be a real doozy 
and that’s why we need to always seek the will of God wherever 
we’re going.  Because you see, we may want to go to the sea and 
God may have called you to be a farmer and you may be in the 
midst of water when you’re supposed to be on land.  And if 
you’re a farmer, God is not going to tell you to go the sea and 
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cast in your hook.  He’s going to tell you to go the field and let 
you plough.  He’s going to tell you to go to where you’re supposed 
to be, but see, that’s where the divine comes in, where God 
comes in, you got to even know which area to even go in, where 
you’re blessed because even if you’re on the wrong job, you’ll 
never be blessed if you’re in a place where you’re not supposed to 
be.  If you’re in the wrong job at the wrong place at the wrong 
business, even in the wrong occupation, you’ll never be blessed if 
you’re not where you’re supposed to be.  Even if it is high, you 
could be in a high position and you ain’t supposed to be there 
and when that happens, you’ll be in a position -- that position 
will cause you all kinds of stress, all kinds of problems, you may 
be making plenty of money but you’re not happy, you go home 
every day with a headache, you go home, you can’t sleep, you’re 
irritable, all kinds of job worrying you death, you get a great big 
old check but you’re just not just fulfilled because you’re not in 
the sea where you’re supposed to be. 

 
 You see, when God sends you to your occupation, when he tells 

you to go to somewhere, it will be where he wants you to go.  It 
will be where you’re supposed to be, and there, you will find your 
blessing, and the blessing will be complete and the blessing will 
be in the first fish.  Because when we do it ourselves, we place 
the fish on the wrong side of the boat.  We’re on the wrong side 
of the boat at the wrong time and we bring up the wrong fish 
and the fish ain’t got no money in the mouth. 

 
 So, when God sends you somewhere, he will send you to a place 

where there is blessing, but it will be a place of work, not a place 
of lying down.  Take the fish that comes up fist and you see, 
even the fish was representative.  I can tell you even a story, 
even in my personal life because all of us at one point or 
another, sooner or later, no matter what level you are, you 
sometimes run into money troubles and there was a point in my 
life when -- and this is years ago, and I had started my own 
separate business and the business had been struggling.  I had 
borrowed a lot of money, placed it in the business to get it going 
and was really struggling with that business.  Business was 
losing money. 

 
00:45:00 
 
 But it didn’t particularly worried me because I had always kept 

my finances in order, I knew what I could pay and I had always 
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planned as if what even no matter what happens, I’ll always be 
able to pay the loan.  Well, that was fine and good until Bronner 
Brothers ran into tight terms and Bronner Brothers was my 
major bread and butter and when Bronner Brothers landed to 
tight terms, we had a board meeting and they said, look, so we 
got to cut out all of the bonuses and I was sitting there in the 
board meeting and I said, what?  Cut out my bonus?  I was 
running to amok.  I need my bonus.  I got my budget figured out 
on my bonus.  I need my bonus to pay those loans.  I said, if I 
don’t have that bonus, my outgo is going to exceed my income 
and sooner or later, if your outgo exceeds your income -- when 
your outgo exceeds your income, then your uptake becomes your 
downfall.  When your outgo is greater than your income, it’s just 
a matter of time when you’re heading for financial disaster and 
I’m sitting there, I said, Lord have mercy.  We’re talking about 
cutting out all of my bonuses and that’s a third of my salary.  I 
can’t make it without that.  What in the world am I going to do?  
And as I was sitting there in that meeting, the voice of God came 
to me and spoke to me and said, do not worry, you will always be 
taken care of.  And at that point, there was a peace that came 
over to my spirit.  I went out that evening, I went shopping.  I 
went out to Sam’s Wholesale Club and I remember I was out in 
Sam’s, I was pushing my cart and I was buying something and I 
was putting it in my cart and I thought, I said wait a minute, I 
just had just a major salary cut.  I said, oh, wait a minute, I’ll 
put this back and I put it back and then the spirit of God spoke 
to me then and he said, go ahead and buy it.  He said, don’t 
change your spending habits one bit.  Now let me explain some 
real clear to you.  That was specific divine guidance.  Have you 
ever get in a situation where your income cut you, you got to cut 
your expenses, you got to do the practical thing.  Don’t go back, 
you know, I remember when Nathaniel Bronner, Sr., his salary 
got cut, he got cut, don’t you do that.  I had specific divine 
guidance that told me that you use some practical common 
financial sense and if your income goes down, you’ll reduce your 
expenses, don’t you?  Keep your level at the same rate.  So, God 
told me, he said, don’t you even cut your expenses, don’t change 
your spending patterns one bit.  First of all, I didn’t have 
extravagance spending patterns to begin with.  I wouldn’t blow 
out on a whole lot of money to start with, but he told me don’t 
even change.  The next week, a prophet came into my office and 
he said, Nathaniel, God woke me up last night with a vision and 
it was so strong, he said, I just had to -- I saw a product and he 
began to describe the product.  He told me what it was and that 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5058.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5058.mp3 

I knew by then and he was -- and I knew the man was a prophet 
of God because he had told some other things that were dead 
accurate and had come to pass and he came to me describing 
this product and he said, you got to make this product.  I said, I 
don’t know about that, I don’t know, but he said, I saw it just as 
clear and I saw truckloads of money, you got to make this 
product.  And I said, well, I said I’m going to go ahead and trust 
in this and I’m going to go ahead and make that product.  I 
made that product and not only did I make the product, someone 
even came and said they wanted to even invest in my company.  
And that investment pay for making the product, I didn’t need 
to borrow any more money.  And that product did so well, it paid 
every bill, it paid every note and from that point on, I never had 
to put another dime of my money in that company and I never 
ran short.  And I saw the deliverance of God come in a 
miraculous way, but I want to tell you that even though it came, 
it defeats the principle of this.  When the profit came and he told 
me about it, it was like him saying, go to the sea because he 
brought a product that was in the area that I was already in.  It 
was in the arena that I already was working in.  I’d already built 
a customer based in the arena and he brought the product and 
he said, go to the sea and he said, cast your hook.  I had to get 
this working, see all he brought was the idea, he didn’t bring in -
- I had to formulate it, the graphics, a whole lot of work.  It 
didn’t pop up.  It took me a while just to get the product together 
and to get it manufactured and to get it on the market and to get 
materials printed, describing it and it took a lot of work to get it 
out. 

 
00:50:05 
 
 But the instant I got it out, it was blessed and it was hit and it 

did phenomenally well and paid every bill, but it was involving 
the sea where I was and I had to cast a hook.  And I want you to 
understand that the product -- what the profit brought was only 
what Jesus told Peter.  It was only what Jesus told Peter.  There 
was a still a great deal that I had to do and if I had not been 
obedient to what the prophet had said, I wouldn’t have never 
gotten the money, but it didn’t involve me just lying on plan.  I 
had to go to work.  Because he with my money in my job and it 
took work for me to bring it into manifestation, and when I put 
that product out, it hit the first.  And you see, I had made about 
seven or eight products in that company and none of it made any 
real significant money, but I had not received divine direction 
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from any of those products, they were my own ideas.  And none 
of them made any real significant money.  The first product that 
was sent by the word of God made a whole lot of money.  The 
first fish and it’s a principle, it’s a principle.  And the next 
principle is that even when Peter caught the first fish and found 
the piece of money in the fish’s mouth, the money took care of 
the immediate needs but he still had to fish.  What it 
represented was he had enough (00:52:02).  You see, that’s what 
happens when God blesses you with stuff, he had enough 
because in that, day he was a fisherman.  The fish, it was 
money, that’s where his crop was.  So, he’d not only had the 
money that was in the fish’s mouth, but he had enough left over 
because that’s the way I like to work.  To be honest with you, I 
don’t like to have just enough business.  Now, that’s a blessing, 
don’t get me wrong.  Just enough is a blessing, but that’s not 
where I want to be.  And I tell you right now, I got all the money 
I need right now.  I’m not going to lie to anybody about that.  I 
got all of money I need right now, but I don’t have all the money 
I want.  There’s a difference.  There’s a difference.  I’ve got all of 
the money that I need, but I do not have all the money that I 
want.  You see, the coin in the mouth was that what was he 
needed, but God will give him a crop of fish that will load down 
his boat, that will even take care of what he wanted.  Those are 
two different levels for most folk.  What you need and what you 
want are two different levels.  See, you need a car, but generally, 
the kind of car that most people have is not what they need, it’s 
what they want.  There’s a difference.  You need a house, but the 
kind of house that most people have is not necessarily what they 
need, it’s what they want.  You need clothes, but the kind of 
clothes that most people have is not what they need, it’s what 
they want.  And I want to get to the level not of where I just had 
my needs met, but to even have abundance and the fish 
represented the extra meat that was even beyond that which he 
needed. 

 
 Jesus gave us the pattern of how to get money out of the fish’s 

mouth and when we understand that pattern and when we go to 
where God has directed us in our jobs, in our professions, has 
given us talents, when we go to that sea and cast in that hook, 
the blessings will come.  The blessings will come and there will 
come a supernatural blessing and do you know even -- even from 
that product, that only started -- that was the coin that took care 
of the needs, but from that, I moved into another area with that 
particular product and now, there was another product that 
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came by divine revelation and through a divine source that does 
now 10 times what that product does -- 10 times, and he’s 
blessed with just more than I even need, but you see, those are 
divine principles. 

 
00:55:02 
 
 But I want you to understand, even in that business, I worked 

seven years in that business before the blessings flowed in a 
financial arena, and sometimes, we have to fish a while.  
Sometimes, we have to fish a while.  Sometimes, it didn’t come 
up the first time we – see, that was supernatural because Jesus 
had told him.  Peter had been fishing a while.  As the first time, 
he ever caught a fish with some money in the mouth.  So, 
sometimes, we have to fish for a while before it comes in, but 
yet, even in the fishing, there is a joy in the fish, you know 
because, you know, fishing was a profession for Peter, but I 
know so many people that go fish because they love it.  I mean, 
they love the fish and you see, that’s a principle.  Even your job 
ought to be that way.  Your job -- you know, people will get off 
and they’ll go out instead and they’ll spend all weekend at that 
fish because they love the fish.  Fishing is a job.  That’s an 
occupation and that’s the way your occupation ought to be.  One 
of the reasons it never bothered me when I never made any 
money for those first seven years is because I love what I was 
doing.  I invented and developed, I don’t know how many 
different products.  I love doing that.  It was a challenge, it was 
a joy, I got a thrill out of it.  I was fishing.  I was enjoying myself 
as fishing is relaxing.  It’s a challenge of catching a fish and 
really the big one.  If you have ever been out on a fishing boat 
and seeing people fishing, they love it, though it is work.  And if 
you can ever get your occupation, your job to where you love it, 
where you love it, you will be fishing and eventually, you bring 
up fish that will have money and that will have meat beyond 
your needs and it will teach you how to get money out of the 
fish’s mouth. 

 
 We have Brother Reese here with us tonight and he’s one of the 

finest examples that I know of.  I went over to his house recently 
and he has a fabulous -- one night, I’m going to do a sermon just 
on what I received there, but he’s got a fabulous house and his -- 
Brother Reese and his wife were in real estate and I noticed 
while I was -- I just wanted to see the house and they got this 
fancy, real awesome recreational RV vehicle and his wife was 
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showing me around the house and I was just noticing the way 
she was showing me and she -- I wanted to see all of it and she 
was -- she was showing me every feature and I said wow, it’s like 
when I got home I said, I said she was showing me that house, 
just as if I was a prospect to buy it.  Because she love real estate 
and it was in her blood and it was something that she love to do 
and that’s why, you know, Reese Realty became such a big -- 
they love to do it.  You know, when you love doing something, 
when you love it, there’s a blessing to come.  So let me tell you, 
see fish, not only represented the extra meat, fish was also the 
parallel -- the symbolism that was used for people.  That’s why 
Jesus said, I will make you fisherman of men.  Fish was the 
symbolism for people and whatever you love and you see, people 
bring you money.  All your money came from folk.  Do you 
understand that?  I don’t care what you got, your money comes 
from folk and when you learn to love what you do and you’re in 
the right place and you’re in the right spirit, people will bring 
you their money and your reputation will spread and with their 
mouths, they will talk about you and they will say, you know, I 
bought my house from Reese Realty.  Oh, it’s just amazing to get 
me in the perfect -- and when that person gets -- when the 
person that you just got to talking about, when they get ready to 
buy a house they’re going to call Brother Reese to buy a house.  
You see, from the mouth came money because of reputation and 
they will speak about it and that’s how it spread.  So, even with 
a product, the best thing that ever can happen to your product is 
somebody used it and the loved it and they tell somebody and 
then they tell -- it’s the mouth and from the mouth of a fish 
comes money.  That’s nothing but reputation and when you 
understand what Jesus was trying to tell Peter, go to the sea, 
cast in your hook and the first fish you pull up in the people’s 
mouth will be money.  When you do a good job, your reputation 
will spread.  All of you have hairstylists and you know, your 
(00:59:47) unless she can do my hair.  Oh, (00:59:48) and sooner 
or later, you have a lot of customers there because you reaped 
from the mouth of a fish in it of the coins that will take care of 
your needs. 

 
01:00:03 
 
 When you understand the basic principles of what Jesus is 

trying to tell Peter of how to get money from the mouth of a fish.  
Bow your heads. 
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 Dear Father, we thank you for your word that has come forth 
tonight for you want your people to have their needs met dear 
Father.  You want your people as you always have to have to 
abundance, to not just pay their tax, but to have a whole lot to 
pay taxes on.  You want them to be blessed, dear Father, not to 
be in the minimum income to where they have the alternative 
minimum tax, oh, but to be in the 50% range, to be in the part 
dear Father where they ended up a level, that’s your desire for 
your people.  If they just understand how to get money out of the 
fish’s mouth for you have placed it there and you have always 
wanted your people to have the abundance, always, always.  
You’ve wanted them to have the best of everything, for you said 
in your word, if those who are evil know how to give good gifts to 
their children, oh, what about you?  And we thank you tonight 
dear Father that we can now see what Jesus was talking about.  
How Jesus told us to go and find our needs and our sources of 
money and that we shall go and follow his words and shall hear 
and shall obey and you shall supernaturally place the coins in 
the first fish.  In thy Son, Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
 Well, I strongly suggest for some reason that you give the tape 

for tonight’s message to somebody, I don’t know why, but I think 
everyone of you here know somebody that in particularly needs 
this message for tonight -- just you do. 

 
 So, get a tape for tonight’s message.  If you don’t have the 

money, don’t worry about it.  Get a tape of tonight’s message.  
Instantly, somebody that you know right now that’s in a 
financial strain needs to hear that message and needs to 
understand those principles and may even need to pay their tax.  
You see, one of the things of the tax, the custom part of it is the 
tithe and even within the church.  At first, I didn’t understand 
some churches and when members would get in financial 
trouble, the churches would go and pull the giving record and 
will make them bring in the tax returns and if there weren’t 
tithes, as they wouldn’t helpful.  And I thought I said, what does 
that mean?  What does that mean?  Until I began to understand 
the principle because in God’s words, it says, “Ye are cursed with 
a curse” and part of that was a curse and if you ain’t following 
his words, there’s a curse and some of that is because of a curse.  
That’s why Jesus paid the tax because it was in God’s word, 
even though he was tax exempt.  Because you know, sometimes 
even -- just like the church is a tax exempt, Jesus was tax 
exempt, but he paid it anyway to set an example for the people 
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and sometimes, you ain’t paying your tax.  If you ain’t paying 
tax, there’s a curse that comes along with it and your fish will 
not be blessed.  So, we need to understand the roots of those 
principles and when we understand those and we go to our sea, 
casting our hook, we will be blessed with a great harvest. 

 
01:04:27 
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