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Nathaniel Bronner: And the message for tonight, I’ll be quick because we want 

to make sure that we are on our knees at the time the new year 

comes in and Gerald Wallace’s (ph) son who had written, “I am a 

high-tech man.”  This is an atomic clock that’s up here in the pool 

pit and receives its time setting from a radio signal.  So, it’s 

accurate to the nanosecond so I know exactly what time it is.  So, 

we will be on our knees exactly at the time the new year comes in 

for this Watch Night. 

 

 I’ll tell you that my subject for tonight is just two simple words 

which is, “Watch What.”  We have been coming to Watch Night.  

I have been in Watch Night for as long as I can remember, and 

it’s always been called Watch Night, and something just hit me 

just today, “Where in the world did they get Watch Night from?” 

 

 Watch what?  And I don’t know how many of you even know the 

derivation of the term “Watch Night,” where it came from and 

what would we even supposed to be watching.  For those of you 

that really know where the term “Watch Night,” -- I asked my 

wife.  I said, “Do you know where ‘Watch Night’ came from and 

what it means?” She said, “Well, it’s what you call the December 

31st, when you go to church.” 

 

 I said, but what does it mean?  And no one knew.  And I could 

imagine that 95%, if not, a hundred percent of you out here right 

now, you really don’t even know what Watch Night means and 

where it came from, and how it was birthed, what the tradition 

was and what were we really watching. 

 

 That’s the principle about life, you always need to find out even 

about what you’re doing, watch what?  Turn to your neighbor and 

ask them, “Watch what?”  We come to Watch Night to watch 

what?  Do we come to watch testimonies?  We don’t even know 

what we really come and it has become a tradition, and we have 

lost the root of the thing.  We have lost where Watch Night came 

from. 

 

 We have lost the purpose of it.  If you don’t know the purpose of 

the thing, you will eventually lose the real understanding and it 

will go on all different direction, and you won't really know what 

you’re watching.  So, I speak to you tonight just from those true 

words of Watch What.  The testimonies tonight were powerful.  It 

is a part of our past where we’re coming from and out of my 
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testimony, it not only tells us where we’ve from, it tells you where 

you’re going.  So, you can hear what a person is testifying about 

even what they’ve gone through and where they have come from.  

How they are talking about that thing in the present determines 

where they are going. 

 

 It was so strong I went in to get my son out of the nursery.  That 

was just the spirit in me that I wanted him to be in the middle.  I 

wanted my son to come into 2002 in the middle of the sanctuary.  

The thing about it, he didn’t want to come.  He was in the nursery 

playing with a game and he said, “Daddy, I don’t want to go in 

there, I’m playing a game.”  And he started to cry and -- I had to 

drag him out.   It was like God and the children of God, we want 

to play games. 

 

 And God says, “It’s time for you to come on in the house where I 

am, but we want to play games.” And we kick and we cry and 

sometimes, God has to yank us up and it hurts when He yanks 

us.  And the tears will flow when He yanks us, but God is trying 

to take us on a place.  My son doesn’t even understand, all he 

knows is the game.  All he wants to do is to play the game, and 

God is finally going to take you to a higher level and we’re playing 

games. 

 

 We don’t even know what we’re watching.  Coming all these years 

and we don’t even know what Watch Night means.  Don’t feel bad 

because I didn’t know.  When I was asking my wife hoping she 

knew and I knew she didn’t, but I was hoping she did.  I didn’t 

know what’s Watch Night. I’ve been coming all these years and 

seeing (ph) all signs, Watch Night service, and I didn’t know 

watch what. 

 

 So, first, I come to just educate you even on where the derivation 

of Watch Night came from and sometimes people, when you know 

where a thing was birthed, its history, its roots, where it came 

from, it will help you have an understanding on where it’s going.  

A lot of the testimonies even tonight, it even talked about birth.  

Gerald said -- they got me this fancy super phone.  I even have a 

cellphone with me on the pool pit tonight because my wife is 

pregnant and the baby is pushing. 

 

00:05:05 

 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5077.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5077.mp3 

 And as I put in -- started and coming, you got to call me and I’ll 

just a cellphone -- as it rings, I got to go.  And sometimes, birth 

will come at a very inopportune time so you think.  And it always 

comes with pain and it always comes with tribulation and 

sometimes, when you go through the meaning of this stuff, God is 

birthing you to another level.  My wife was talking with someone, 

we are going out somewhere today, she was on a mall and there a 

fellow was doing (00:05:43) and there was a person that she was 

talking about -- was sticking way out. 

 

 The lady was saying -- some people try to go into the delivery room 

and they try to look pretty while giving birth.  They got make-up 

all on them and they kind of have the hair and they try to keep 

their hair in place delivering a baby.  And they lay on the table 

worrying about their hair and this child is coming up.  You came 

when God is birthing some and you sometimes your hair go get 

out of the way. 

 

 Your clothes all get out of the way, you make them go run when 

God starts to birth something in you, he will send you those  

things and the thing will hurt like mad.  But it is necessary to 

take us to another level.  It is necessary when he pulls us out of 

playing games that we will cry through the pain of the transition 

because we understand that not where God is trying to take us.  

Watch what? 

 

 Watch Night began in 1862 on December 31st. First of all, Watch 

Night is the black’s edition.  White churches don’t have Watch 

Night, they may have a service but it's not called “Watch Night.”  

It is a black thing, well if it is a black thing, why is it a black 

thing?  It began on December 31, 1862 because on 

January 1, 1863 we were free through the emancipation 

proclamation and all of the slaves that were bound -- that were 

enslaved came to church that night to pair(ph) the darkness from 

slavery into freedom. 

 

 And they said we show watch the darkness pass.  And it became 

known as “Watch Night” and they were at Watch Night free.  Do 

you understand that?  They walked in as slaves and they walked 

out free.  And you see, if you don’t know the history, if you don’t 

understand the thing, it has no meaning.  All these years I had a 

watch -- I didn’t know -- watch what.  I never knew they walked 

in as slaves and they walked out free. 
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 That’s what Watch Night was all about.  And they said we shall 

watch the darkness pass.  We’re no longer legalized slavery.  We 

can go anywhere we want to go, we can do anything we want to 

do and no one can legally oppress us.  We are by law, free but we 

are in reality bound, and even in this very night, some of you that 

have walked in here as slaves, you have the opportunity to walk 

out free. 

 

 Some of you that have walked in with chains and have walked in 

bound, it is time for you to watch the darkness pass, this ought to 

be a year for your emancipation proclamation.  Basically, what it 

meant to patient proclamation what the word means 

emancipation is free and proclamation is you’re saying it.  That’s 

what it is, that’s what emancipation proclamation is.  It means 

that you are free and you are saying that you are free. 

 

 Sometimes these people, then begins even as -- you got first of all 

proclaim that you are free.  You have to know that you are free, 

you have to say, Jesus, came to set the captors free, he came for 

your emancipation proclamation.  You are to walk out of here 

tonight as free men and free women.  You are to watch your 

darkness pass away. 

 

00:10:03 

 

  I’m a free man, just as happy as I can be.  I was out with my wife 

today and she was talking on the telephone with her mother.  And 

her mother could hear me in the background and her mother said 

“What’s wrong with him?  Did he take a happy pill or something?” 

I sure did, I got a whole medicine cabinet full of happy pills. I got 

a whole chest of happy pills. I have a whole drawer full of happy 

pills.  Yes, I took a happy pill. I take a happy pill every morning.  

I am free and when you are free, when you are not bound by stuff 

-- so much stuff can bind us and it puts us in darkness. 

 

 You need to walk out of this place free tonight.  You need to walk 

out as free men and women.  You never view the world “Watch 

Night” the same again because now you know where it came from.  

Now, you know what it means.  Now, you know what they were 

watching for and it makes a difference.  See, sometimes people, 

we take our freedoms for granted.  Even in the natural -- did you 

know most of the people that were bound the most will book (ph) 

the least?  Our forefathers died, bled while locked up for the 
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white.  And we broke the leash because we have taken the thing 

for granted and we have forgotten what blood was shed. 

 

 Not only did Jesus shed his blood for our freedom and for our life, 

our forefathers shed down blood and we forgot it.  (00:11:45) 

election, we didn’t have no -- have we lost some major simply 

because we did not go out and vote, because we did not remember.  

And those who do not remember the past are condemned to repeat 

it.  We did not remember just like we don’t know what Watch 

Night means.  And you can go out and almost ask any black 

person, what does it mean, what are you watching for and they 

can’t tell you because they have forgotten it. 

 

 But see, our grandfathers and our great, great grandfather, they 

were shackled and to them, the emancipation proclamation, it 

meant freedom.  To them, they knew what they were watching for 

and come January 1, 1863, they walked out of their church. They 

were free men.  Jesus came to set you free.  John 8-31 says, “Then 

said Jesus to those Jews which believed on Him, if ye continue in 

My word, then ye are My disciples indeed; And ye shall know the 

truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

 

  They answered Him, “We be Abraham’s seed, and were never in 

bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free?”  

What they said, “Look, Jesus, we not slaves.”  It’s the same that 

we can say today.  We’re not slaves, we’re legally free and we may 

be legally free, but often we’re spiritually bound.  They answered 

Him, “We be Abraham’s seed, and were never in bondage to any 

man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free?”  Jesus answered 

them, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin 

is the servant of sin.”  And the servant abided not in the house 

forever, but the son abided ever. 

 

 If the son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.  

Jesus said, “If you’re living in sin, that testimony (00:13:51) she 

was bound.  See, sometimes people, we think we are free living in 

sin but you’re mastered by the sin.  Anytime something else has 

got you to the point where you got to do this thing, you don’t have 

control over yourself, it’s just pure and simple as that.  It’s the 

same as drugs and see, we can easily see how a drug addict is 

mastered and enslaved by that. 

 

 But sometimes, we can't see our own sins.  God gave us dominion 

of all of the earth, but the earth has taken dominion over us.  
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Anytime you are mastered by something of your flesh, where you 

say, “I’ve got to do this thing, I can't help myself,” you’re a slave, 

and it’s time for you to be set free.  Just two requirements, he’s 

got to believe in me and continue in my word, just two little 

requirements to be set free. 

 

 Watch Night was about the coming free from an oppressive 

system, it’s still an oppressive system because the devil got us 

oppressed.  The devil in our own flesh have us oppressed.  What 

happened on Watch Night to give us our freedom? 

 

00:15:00 

 

 You see, in the natural, a man named Abraham made a promise, 

it was Abraham Lincoln.  In the night, a man named Abraham 

made a promise.  In the supernatural, God made Abraham a 

promise and we share in the promise.  In the natural, that was a 

war fought between two sides, north and the south.  One for the 

right to enslave and one for the right to make freedom.  In the 

supernatural, there is a war going on, the forces of north and the 

forces down south.  In the natural, thousands of men died fighting 

just to stay alive.  In the supernatural, one man gave up His life 

so that others could live. 

 

 In the natural, freedom was tainted and corrupted, and ruled by 

Jim Crow.  In the supernatural, freedom is pure and ruled by the 

dove (ph) the Holy Spirit.  There is a natural and there is a 

spiritual component to our emancipation proclamation, Watch 

What.  I’ll tell you what I’m going to watch.  I can't tell you what 

you’re going to watch because you have to make your own 

decision.  That’s why Jesus said so, “What can you not pray?”  

Pray with me, can you not?  Watch one hour, can’t take it even,” 

telling His disciples.  He didn’t tell them that three times.   Every 

time Jesus came back, they were sleeping, and sometimes it’s in 

the natural, it’s in the flesh, we’re asleep, we’re playing games 

and watch what? 

 

 When you leave out of this place, if you want to be free, you’re 

going to have to watch some things, because that’s one thing 

about a free man.  A free man is alert to make sure he is not 

chained up by something, because the minute you walk out of this 

door, something will try to chain you up one way or another.  

They’ll enslave you the minute you walk out of the door.  

Something is after your mind and after your spirit.  What am I 
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going to watch?  First of all, I’m going to watch the night pass 

until I’m free.  The night is nothing but our darkest moment, our 

darkest story(ph), our darkest hours, and all flesh have a side 

where the demon resides, just pure and simple as that. 

 

 Paul (ph) was perhaps a -- he followed the law better than any 

other man.  Paul said, “I’m getting wrecked.  I got all this stuff in 

me that I fight.”  All of us have that.  I got to watch that side.  I 

can’t go to sleep where I have to watch.  You have to watch to do 

it right.  That stuff didn’t come natural.  I learned that from my 

children, it doesn’t come natural.  The natural is the other 

direction.  There are some things that just come natural, but 

that’s not the things that take you into the Kingdom of Heaven.  

All of the things that come natural take you down their wide gate, 

the narrow path. 

 

 You have to watch to get on -- it’s like if you’re trying to even walk 

on narrow path, you really have to watch your step in this 

narrowed path is, the more you have to watch where you step.  

There was the shortcut coming home when I used to go to 

elementary school.  It was across a creek and it was actually a 

tight that went across the creek.  When you went across that pipe, 

I mean you had to watch your step.  You can’t just see (ph) across 

the pipe.  The narrower the path is, the more you must watch your 

step. 

 

 When you follow the desires of the sinful nature, Galatians 5-19 

says, “Your lives will produce these evil results, sexual 

immorality, impure thoughts, eagerness for lustful pleasure.”  

You know, just those three are the hard things to deal with, just 

those three.  I mean, to get past the sexual immorality, then you 

got to deal with impure thoughts.  People, did you all know I had 

to watch myself to keep the impure thoughts?  I still had to 

wrestle(ph) one.  I'm not going to sit here and pretend, (00:19:19) 

his mind, it is all clean, just pure streams of pure water just 

running all day long, nothing runs in the past(ph). 

 

 Did you know, I had to watch myself? I mean, I had to watch 

myself just to even encase myself to see what I’m watching.  I 

mean, just when I’m out with my wife today out in the store, did 

you know I have to catch myself to make sure I’m not watching 

the wrong thing because my natural neck turns in the wrong 

thing?  Do you all know that?  This natural neck is a mess.  My 

natural neck has a mind on its own. 
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00:20:01 

 

 I have to catch myself.  I have to watch what I'm watching.  This 

stuff doesn’t come easy, but in order to get into that kingdom, you 

have to watch.  You have to know watch what?  You have to watch 

yourself.  That's the main thing you got do, (00:20:22) watching 

the government, you got to watch yourself, you don’t have to 

worry about watching the government.  My biggest problem is not 

Bush, it's not Bin Laden.  It’s me, the most about -- every one of 

you sitting out there, every problem you got, not one had been 

caused by Bin Laden, not one. 

 

 We got to watch us and all this law.  There’s the stuff that 

Galatians, everything that it talks about.  (00:21:00) putting stuff 

above God, participation in demonic activities, hostility, 

quarreling, jealousy, outburst of anger, selfish ambitions, 

divisions, the feeling that everyone is lonely except those in your 

little group.  Envy, drunkenness, these wild parties and other 

kinds of sin, all this stuff, we’ve got to watch them.  Everybody 

doesn’t have all of it, but we sure got some of it. 

 

 Everyone, most of us got about half of this stuff we have to battle 

with and that’s the truth.  We got to watch ourselves.  If we don’t 

watch it, we become slaves.  And that’s one thing about me, I don’t 

like anything that controls me, but God.  I don’t want anything to 

say that I am subject to.  This thing has got me by the grip and I 

can't help myself.  I don’t want anything to control me.  Nothing 

but God and only God’s will but that thing is a narrow path, it’s 

like walking across that pipe and I have to watch myself every 

step on the way to keep from falling off. 

 

 We have the team testifying about them getting up at 5 o’clock.  

I'm supposed to be up at five myself.  Most mornings, I make it, 

but the minute I get to the point where I don’t watch the pipe, 

comes the natural flush of water get up that time of the morning.  

We have to watch us.  Matthew 26:41 says, “Watch and pray, that 

ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the 

flesh is weak.” God wants us free people, Watch Night was about 

walking out of the church free.  That was the whole message, that 

was the whole purpose, it was what our forefathers fought for, 

died for in our natural sense.  But there is a supernatural and you 

can be bound up in a free country with all kinds of sins that the 

demon will have that will chain you. 
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 God wants you free.  Jesus came to set the captives free.  Watch 

what?  When you leave this church, you need to watch your step.  

And there are some sins right now that you need to leave in this 

church, that you need to shed walking out into the new year.  

You’re going to walk out into a new year.  It’s up to you and every 

single one of us has got some stuff we need to shed.  The choice is 

yours of whether or not you’ll shed it or not because you can 

choose to pick it up and take it with you or you can to choose to 

let it go.  The choice is yours. 

 

 You can watch what you want to watch and you can let what you 

want to control.  You control it, the choice is yours.  It’s a new 

year, it’s a new decision and you can walk out of this place a new 

person and all of us have got that.  That's what the fasting was 

all about, that’s what the 40-day contemplation was all about.  All 

of it was about becoming new, becoming born again, all stuff pass 

away.  In the darkness, God can work with us.  Through pain, God 

can work with us.  Sometimes, on the message, it feels good to see 

that’s conception. 

 

 Conception feels pretty decent.  It’s carrying the baby and 

delivering, that’s the proper (ph) because that is born in pain.  

And that’s why even in the new year, so many of us make new 

year’s resolutions, that’s conception.  But keeping the things, that 

is carrying and delivering and when we conceive that which God 

has birthed in us and deliver, we’ll be set free. 

 

00:25:13 

 

 If ye, believe in me and continue in my word, then you’ll be my 

disciples indeed.  You shall know the truth and the truth shall 

make you free.  It’s 11:56, we got about three and a half minutes 

to the year 2002.  I just want you to think about the things that 

have you bound whatever they are.  And understand this, a gold 

chain will bind you just as tight as the iron chain.  Sometimes we 

are bound by pretty things but a gold chain will hold you just as 

tight. 

 

 The things that have you bound makes up in your mind that 

you’re going to be free from them right now.  Jesus died to set us 

free, make up your mind that I'm going to proclaim my 

emancipation right now.  Everyone with you, stand and just turn 

where you are as we fall for our knees, some of you even need to 
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be free from the (00:26:27) of not praying.  When you pray, there’s 

a happy pill that comes with it.  Dear father, as we bow on our 

knees, for these next few minutes, I pray that you open the 

people’s eyes to let them see that which they need to be watching 

the changes that they need to make, the things that bind them for 

some of the chains are pretty and some of them are invisible.  Let 

them see that which holds them, give them the power and the 

wisdom right now and Jesus’ name to break every one of them 

and walk out of this place free. 

 

 Free from worry, for that is a chain, for you have told us in your 

word, we have not the power to turn one-half quite (00:27:22) free 

from fear, for you are our refuge and our strength.  Free from 

greed, free from envy, free from hostility, free from impure 

thoughts, free from all of the things that would keep us chained.  

We pray right now as we pray silently that you break the chains.  

Amen and Amen, it is now 12:01, welcome to 2002.  Amen. 

 

 And even as I heard all of the fireworks going out outside, it was 

-- God was just speaking and just showing all men’s celebration 

gives a false and a very temporary light.  It goes up in a big bang 

and a big burst and it is gone in a flash and everything that the 

people out there looking at, it goes up, makes a lot of noise and 

burns out fast.  God gives us eternal light and life.  The world 

gives you stuff, it burns out in a flash, know the difference.  Amen 

and amen, and amen.  You’re all have been free tonight.  And if 

there is anyone for the first thing that you want to do for the year 

2002 is to give your life to the burden breaker, to the chain 

breaker, to the yolk(ph) destroyer. 

 

 If upon this night, in the midst of darkness, you want to give your 

life to the one that brings light onto the world.  And you want to 

dedicate or rededicate your life on this night to our lord and 

savior, Jesus Christ.  If you would simply arise and come forward.  

Anyone tonight to give their life to Christ, amen, amen.  There 

are some things that we need to do starting right off of 2002. 

 

00:30:03 

 

 The ushers, if you would come and prepare our offering just was 

led in my spirit that even for some of you, one of the things that 

has got you chained up is the inability to even give.  And you want 

to break that chain on you right now.  No better time to start than 

right now and the first dollar that you give that comes out of your 
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wallet or out of your purse will be for the house of God.  At least, 

you will know what you spend your first money in 2002.  It was 

giving to the house of God.  Simply make your checks out to the 

Arc of Salvation. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:30:48 - end) 
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