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(Music Playing:  00:00:00 - 00:04:52) 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Well, that song actually is an old song for those of you, 

but for me, it’s back in the ‘70s, it was hot back when I was in 

college. 

 

00:05:03 

 

 And yet, the message that I am to bring today actually, I am 

preaching this message against my will.  Mama asked me to 

preach this message.  And this message came about as when she 

and I were talking one night and it had to do with how 

sometimes even the church itself had become so money-focused.  

But now, you cannot tell the difference between the focus of the 

church sometimes, and the focus of the world.  And it goes 

contrary to everything that Jesus taught.  And my mother was 

telling me, she said, “Son, you need to preach about that.”  I 

said, “Mama, I don’t want to preach about that because folks 

don’t want to hear that.”  I said, “That’s the very thing that 

Jesus kill.”  I said, “That’s the thing that Martin Luther King, 

Jr. kill.”  When you go talking about it, when you go messing 

with folks, money is one of the most dangerous things in the 

world.  And yet, because mama asked me to preach that, I knew 

that I had to do that. 

 

 And you see, money is not odd kind of thing.  It’s a kind of thing 

that you need, yet it’s the kind of thing that can destroy.  It’s the 

kind of thing that can do the greatest good in the world and then 

yet it’s a kind of thing that can do the greatest harm in the 

world.  Money is power.  And I wanted to just illustrate today as 

I walk in the church and I was playing the song for the love of 

money.  I knew it was ordained for me to preach this message 

because I did not have that song in my record collection. 

 

I still got many of my old albums from college.  And as I went 

down this morning to see if I had that song from the O’Jays 

among the collection, it was not there.  And I said, “Boy, that 

was ‘70s song.  I doubt if I can even find it at the music store.”  I 
went to a store today to look for it.  I went to the section; I went 

too old, for the O’Jays and they had rows CDs of O’Jays of their 

new CD and they had one CD of the old CD, just one.  They had 

one CD, one title.  And as picked up that CD and looked on that 

title, on that CD was the song For The Love of Money.  I said, 

“Boy,” I said, “Just it’s meant from you to preach this message.”  

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/6514.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5084.mp3 

And money is something that God has even been working with 

me on for the past few weeks. 

 

And I began to understand so clear why Jesus thought on it so 

much.  And you see, that is the just different between the old 

and the new covenant in terms of its focus on money. 

 

 The old testament is different from the new testament.  In the 

old testament, you will find where it’s specifically stated where 

all of God’s people and its prophets, they had money, he doesn’t.  
And when the people followed God’s will, money was poured on 

the people.  They were rich.  Yet, when you go to the new 

testament, you find an entirely different and virtually opposite 

philosophy.  Don’t take my word for it, read it.  Read the path 

that Jesus taught.  Read what Jesus told all of his disciples to 

do.  Read the word of Jesus and every single reference that you 

will find to being rich in the new testament, every single 

reference that you will find, has to do with walking out and it 

being a snare and a trap as you’re entering into the kingdom of 

God. 

 

Read your bible, everywhere where Jesus talked about.  And as I 

read the Bible and I said, “How did we get supposedly following 

the teachings of Jesus, how did we move now to such a focus on 

money?”  And money moves, folks. That’s why I wanted hand 

everybody five dollars as I walk in. 

 

00:10:00 

 

 And I haven’t seen a reaction like that with the bible.  I haven’t 
seen a reaction like that with prayer sheets.  I haven’t seen a 

reaction like that with church programs.  Money has a power 

and don’t let anybody fool you about that.  Money is power.  

Money can do things.  Money move things in this world.  And 

money cause(ph).  Money is powerful.  Jesus knew the power of 

money.  And he knew the power of money to corrupt the human 

spirit. 

 

And if you look in the old testament, you see that’s why God had 

to bring a new covenant.  If you look in the old testament and 

you find everywhere where God put the riches upon the people, 

it was not long before the people turn their faces from him and 

went in the other direction.  Because money has a power, and 

once you start yelling money, and start getting a lot of it for the 
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vast majority, not everyone.  You see, Jesus did not say it was 

impossible for a rich man to enter into kingdom of heaven.  

What he said was it is as hard for a rich man to enter into the 

Kingdom of God as it is for a camel go through the eye of a 

needle. 

 

 Now, when I was young, I used to think it was talking about our 

actual sewing needle, and that was impossible.  That’s not a 

sewing needle.  The needle simply represented a low gate in the 

walls.  And in order for the camel to get through the low gate, 

the camel has to get down on all force, bend his head down, get 

on his belly and crawl through the gate.  Jesus said it is as 

difficult for rich man to enter into the kingdom as it is for that 

camel to get down on all force, crawl on his belly through that 

gate.  It’s not impossible, it’s just difficult.  Because when you 

have money, your God’s change. 

 

That’s what in the old testament, that’s what the first three 

commandments were all about.  Thou shalt have no other God 

before me.  He wasn’t talking about some pagan god that you 

worship with some of names.  He was talking about thou shalt 

not have any kind of God before me.  And many of us once we 

start getting stuff, we start putting the god of money before the 

God in heaven. 

 

 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image.  And many of 

the things now that we actually -- you see, you can tell what a 

person worships, by what they spend their time with.  People 

will dirty up and will not come in and clean up the church but 

they won’t do to cause that weight.  They’ll leave the church 

spotty, dusty, paper flying everywhere, chewing gum under the 

seat.  And go out to a car that you can groom your hair neat, 

because the scene is on this ocean.  You can always tell where a 

person’s God is by where they spend their time and where they 

spend their folks, for the love of money.  And even within the 

church.  And that’s why Jesus said, “For the fallacy, law of 

money.” 
 

The fallacies, those were the interpreters of the law, those were 

the priests, those were the preachers.  And Jesus said, “Even for 

the preacher, love money.”  And many of the scandals that are 

going on, that are going on in the past, that are going on today, 

where big name preachers have his news, a high percentage of 

them have been because they have gotten caught up, not 
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necessarily because they’ve gotten caught up, but more actually 

because they’ve gotten caught.  See, the scandal is not because 

they gotten caught up, the scandal is because they gotten 

caught. 

 

00:15:03 

 

 There are many folks that are caught up, that are not caught.  

You know, some of you all in here and some of you watching by 

television, you’re caught up in some stuff but you’re not caught.  

And there’s difference between called up and caught.  So, all of 

the big public scandals that come out dealing with ministers and 

money, those simply represents those that have gotten caught.  

They don’t represent those that are caught up.  And Jesus said, 

“Even for the fallacy, for the preacher, love money.”  But so, does 

most of the congregation and money is the tough thing.  I’ve 

been resting for the past few weeks.  Money is a tough thing, 

that’s why when the rich young ruler came to Jesus and he 

asked him, “Master, what must I do?”  And he told him, “Follow 

the commandments.” 
 

 He said, “I can’t follow those.”  And he said, “Well, sell all that 

you have, give it to the poor and come follow me.”  How many 

folks, now see, if you didn’t have anything, you wouldn’t have 

much of a problem with that.  But how many people right now 

could sell all of they have if you had something?  Give it to the 

poor and go follow Jesus.  See that’s a tough test.  My father 

used to have a statement that says, “The nerve that runs to the 

pocket book is very sensitive.”  That’s a tough test.  How many 

in here got passed that test? 

 

If an angel came to you in a vision and told you to sell all you 

had, give it to the poor and follow Jesus.  You see, that’s what he 

told all his disciples to do.  And he told him not all in the citadel 

to follow him, but to go out into the world and don’t take any 

money.  How many of us can do that?  I mean, when you start 

looking and I thought that if you want to know what Jesus 

really said because all of the stuff that we approved from the 

new testament, dealing with money, has been distorted and is 

not what Jesus said, and it’s not what the new testament is 

talking about. 

 

 The biggest verse that we used is the one where Paul said, 

“Brother, when I wish above all things that you prosper and be 
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in health.”  When you read that verse in the NIV version, Paul is 

not talking about money.  Paul in the NIV version simply reads, 

“My dear friend, I hope that you’re doing well and your health is 

good.”  That’s all Paul was saying.  And we have taken that 

verse and stocking in where Paul said, “Brother, and I wish 

above all things.”  All thing, and see, we have taken that and 

said; “I wish above all of things that I am prospered.”  That I 

have plenty money in the bank, that I have a fine car, a big 

house.  That was not what Paul was talking about.  You don’t 
believe that, go back and read some of the other stuff Paul 

wrote.  That one what he was talking about there’s nothing in 

the new testament at all, that points to that at all.  Everything 

we have has been taken and has been distorted. 

 

 We’ll take one verse, it says, “Seek ye first the kingdom of 

Heaven, and all these things shall be added unto you.”   And do 

you know what we pointed in there, all these things?  We have 

said fundamentally, if I seek first the kingdom heaven, plenty 

money, money, all of the luxury that I can possibly ask for will 

be just be, that’s not what Jesus is talking about.  We take a 

verse and we distort the verse into something that Jesus never 

said. 

 

I want to read from your verse that all of you’ve heard in 

Matthew chapter 6 beginning with verse 24.  There was a verse 

that God had me read even standing here on our Wednesday 

prayer service and he put it on my spirit.  He said, “Go and read 

Matthew chapter 6 verse 24.”  And when I got the verse and 

when I read the verse, I knew the verse was at least speaking to 

me.  And I understood what it was saying because I was even 

going in a situation where I was starting to be poor more and 

more into business and further and further away from the 

things of the spirit.  Because he wants your business start 

growing, you start taking more of your time.  Once you get more 

stuff, do you know it takes more of your time to manage and look 

after and see about your stuff? 

 

00:20:03 

 

 Do you realize a big 10,000 square foot house take more of your 

time to see about than a single-room apartment?  The more stuff 

you get, the more time and the more focus you have to spend 

seeing about your stuff.  When you own several homes and own 

one on the coast and one here and one there, you have to see 
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about all of your stuff.  And the more stuff you get, the more 

employees you get, even though your business prospers, every 

employee you get is a new situation you have to be aware and it 

starts pulling time away. 

 

 And as I got that verse and I read that verse, it hit me and I 

understood what God was talking about because I knew that it 

was God that had blessed the business.  And when God blesses 

us sometimes, many of us He cannot bless with money because 

when He blesses us with money, we don’t know how to handle it. 

 

 And the verse reads, Matthew chapter 6 verse 24, “No one can 

serve two masters.  Either He will hate the one and love the 

other, or He will be devoted to the one and despise the other.”  
You cannot serve both God and money.  And I have a King 

James’ version uses the word “mammon”. 
 

 Now, I want you to listen to what Jesus said following this.  And 

that’s why it is important for you to read your word for yourself.  

When you read it for yourself, you’ll understand the whole story, 

not one verse.  Because man can take that one verse and twist it 

into what we want.  Often times, we hear what we want and 

how many people don’t want money?  I mean, how many people 

don’t want money?  Money is a power and everybody I know 

wants it.  And not only does everybody I know wants it, even the 

people who have a pile of it want more. 

 

 That’s the type of money that’s why when Jesus even gave the 

example of the sower and the seed, and the sower told the seed 

on the ground and it sprouted but he said it was choked out by 

the hair(ph), and the deceitfulness of wretched(ph) of this world.  

It was choked out.  Riches can choke out the world because 

money wants you get into the head of acquiring it and getting it 

and focusing on it, it is never enough. 

 

 And I understand that principle so well.  My little brother and I 

are partners in the business and at one point, two years ago, we 

said if we can ever reach this point every month, we are having 

(00:23:00).  And we got to that point.  And when we got to that 

point, it’s still wasn’t enough.  And we said, “Well.”  And we set 

a point, it was doubled that point.  And we say if we can ever get 

the business to make it this much money every month, we’ll be 

satisfied.  It got there.  And when it got there, it still wasn’t 
enough. 
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And then we said, “Well, if we can ever get it to 50% beyond this 

point, there’s no way in the world that isn’t enough.”  That’ll 
take care everything.  That’ll be plenty.  That’ll be crashing 

down, running over, throwing out all those so we will have 

plenty, we will have it.  That will be way, that will be a nothing 

too much if we can ever get to get it there. 

 

 Well, it got there. And when it got there, guess what?  It still 

wasn’t enough.  And then we said, “Well, if we can just have 

another 25% increase, if we can get --” and it got there.  And 

guess what?  It still wasn’t enough.  And we’re right now at four 

times the sales level of where we originally said if we could ever 

get that, we’d be satisfied.  And still not yet. 

 

 But you see, money, it is a never-ending quest.  And John D. 

Rockefeller who was once one of the richest men in the world, 

somebody came to John and they knew he had billions of dollars.  

And they asked him, they said, “Mr. Rockefeller, how much 

money is enough?  Is it 1 billion, 2 billion, 10 billion?  How much 

money is enough, Mr. Rockefeller?” 
 

00:25:06 

 

 You know what Mr. Rockefeller said?  “One more dollar than I 

have.”  And that’s how the quest of money all the way there. 

 

 And that’s why the bibles said that the rich are never satisfied.  

Riches will never satisfy, yet we will constantly struggle for 

when you see the reason that it will never satisfy you, I 

understand it so clearly now in the direction that God gave me 

in my life.  And God told me to be careful and be wary of money 

and He gave me two commands.  I asked and He told me, he 

said, “Do not get attached to money.”  And I said, “Lord, how do 

you keep from getting attached to money?  I see how this money 

and I’m a spiritual man.” 
 

 I understand a whole lot of this stuff.  I know what Jesus was 

saying.  I understand the understudy, I know what he said and 

what He didn’t say.  So, I knew the truth.  I wasn’t in a 

delusion” about what Jesus was talking about.  So, I said, “Lord, 

I know.”  And it rump on me, I said, “How do you keep from 

getting attached to money?” 
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 He gave me two commands.  He said, “Number one, don’t get 

emotional over money.”  You know, we can get really emotional 

over money?  How many of you all got emotional over that 

money with that $5 in your hand?  That money brought some joy 

and you got thrilled and you got excited and you got happy over 

money but you see the drawback to becoming emotional over 

money.  It’s like a drug.  It will always require more and more 

and more at just the same height(ph). 

 

Now, if I came in next Friday and brought $5 and gave 

everybody $5, that $5 will not thrill you as much as this $5 here. 

 

 Do you understand that?  That’s not going to thrill you as much.  

It will take more money to give you the same level of thrill.  Five 

dollars’ not going to cut it.  I’d have to come in here next week 

with a $20 bill.  And that would -- you’d have that way even in 

the air.  But the next week after that, $20 wouldn’t do it.  To 

give you the same thrill, I’d have to come here with a $50 bill.  

Then I’d have to come in with a $100 bill.  Then I’d have to come 

here with a $500 bill.  I would have to constantly keep raising it 

higher and higher and higher to give you the same thrill.  And 

that’s the way money works. 

 

 You see, money is like rose.  You have to get more and more and 

more to get the same thrill.  You know, my biggest thrill of 

money that I ever had, was my first pay increase.  I was working 

for my father in his drug store, I was making 25 cents an hour.  

And we had an accountant, he passed away now.  Never we’ll 
forget him. His name was Mr. Bill David.  And Mr. Bill David 

was the accountant and I went to Mr. Bill David and I told Mr. 

Bill David, I’ve been working all summer.  I told him, “I wanted 

a raise.”  And Mr. Bill David asked me, he said, “Well, how much 

raise do you want?”  And you know, I even at a young age--

understood the art of negotiation.  You start high, hoping to get 

some down in the middle. 

 

So, I threw out a figure to Mr. Bill David that was ridiculous in 

my opinion.  I would start way up that figure that I knew I 

wasn’t going to get.  I was hoping to go from 25 cents an hour to 

35 cents an hour.  That’s what I was hoping for.  But see, first 

part, it wasn’t Bill David’s money?  He was the accountant.  It 

wasn’t his money.  It was my father’s money.  So, I asked Mr. 

Bill David, “I wanted a raise.”  And he said, “How much do you 

want?”  So, I started out with my high, ridiculous negotiating 
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figure.  I said, “I want a dollar an hour.”  Which was ridiculous.  

And Mr. Bill David looked at me and gave me a stern eye, and 

he spoke one word that changed my whole financial life.  Mr. 

Bill David said, “Okay.”  And I went in that one word, I had a 

400% salary increase. 

 

00:30:05 

 

 I went from a quarter an hour to a dollar an hour.  And I have 

never had any amount of money since then that has given me 

the thrill as that 75 cents an hour. 

 

 It would take now 75 million to give me the same thrill to that 

75 cents an hour he gave me.  I was hopping up and down.  I 

was happy for several weeks just crossing over, just thrilled 

because I had a 400% salary increase.  It takes more and more 

and more money to get the same thrill when you depend upon 

riches. 

 

 And that’s the Matthew chapter 6.  He says, “You cannot serve 

both God and money.  Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about 

your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body; what 

you will wear.  Is not life more important than food, and the 

body more important than clothes?  Look at the birds at the air; 

They do not sow or reap or stow away in barns and yet your 

Heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable 

than they?  Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his 

life?  And why do you worry about clothes?  See how the lilies of 

the field grow: They do not labor or spin.  Yet I tell you that not 

even Solomon and all his splendor was dressed like one of 

these.”  If that is how God calls the grass of a field, which is here 

today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will He not much 

more clothe you, O you of little faith?  So, do not worry, saying, 

“What shall we eat?” or “What shall we drink?” or “What shall 

we wear?”  For the pagans run after all these things, and you 

Heavenly Father knows that you need them.  But seek first His 

kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be 

given unto you as well. 

 

 Never point that we have missed as what things Jesus was 

talking about.  Jesus was not talking about luxuries.  Jesus was 

talking about essentials.  And we have taken that verse, twisted 

that verse several ways to Sunday.  And come out with the 

meaning that Jesus was talking about all of the fine hot balloon 
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of riches of his material world and He was not.  Jesus was 

talking about food, about drink, and about clothing. 

 

And it was what Paul said, “Present ye food and (00:33:11) be ye 

content.”  That’s what Jesus was saying.  Seek first the kingdom 

of God and all these things, he had just named out the things, 

will be added unto you. 

 

 But we’ve taken that verse and twisted it out of context of 

something Jesus has never said and I can point to you on and on 

and on and on of where Jesus dealt with money.  Even within 

his own group; Jesus only let one man handle the money. 

 

 Do you know the story of when the lady came with the expensive 

oil and one is appointed on Jesus, you think what Jesus said, 

and he said to this article, “Let us give this and put it to the 

poor?”  And Jesus said, “And all the poor you have which are all 

waiting.” and we have always thought Jesus said that, so the 

woman could come in and just put it on his feet.  Oh, well look 

and tells you why Jesus says that.  You know why Jesus said 

that?  Because Jesus knew that his disciple was after the money.  

That Judas had been dipping into the collection plate.  And then 

Jesus knew that if the lady partly stole it, and that was worth a 

lot of money, and that was a pile of money in the collection plate, 

Jesus knew that Judas was going to steal it.  He knew that and 

he says that. 

 

 And you see, Jesus, of his 12 disciples, only let one man handle 

the money.  And that man was Judas.  Judas was the treasurer.  

Even among his own disciples, they couldn’t handle to take this 

money. 

 

00:35:08 

 

 “So, Mr. pastor, what are you telling us?  Are you telling us we 

should be poor?”  No.  Because I don’t believe in being poor.  I 

don’t want any part of being poor.  I’m simply telling you that 

nowhere in the new testament, nowhere on the following, the 

teachings of Jesus, is all of prosperity preaching justify.  It is not 

there.  I’m sorry to say and I know that’s why I was afraid to 

preach this message because I knew this message was a rough 

message and lot of folk wouldn’t like it because a whole lot of 

folk love money.  A whole lot of folk love money. 
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I knew it and that’s what I was trying to tell my mother.  I said, 

“Mother, I do not want a piece of that message.  Because that 

message folks do not want to hear.  Folks want themselves a 

money and they want to heath of it.  And often times, they don’t 
even care how they get it.  And they don’t care what method 

they use and often times we’re praying before God constantly 

and our whole focus is on stuff.”  God bless me, God prosper me 

with this and with that.  That was never the teachings of Jesus, 

the Christ, at all. 

 

 That’s an old testament following.  It is not a new testament 

following.  So, I’m -- that you should be poor.  I’m simply telling 

you that you cannot serve both God and money.  You cannot do 

it.  And that’s why when Jesus came, He had such a difficult 

time with the preacher because even they serve money and I 

can’t talk about anybody else because I was becoming trap with 

it myself. 

 

 The difficulty of it, even the fact the we have a relatively small 

congregation, we were the Ark of salvation.  And even in my 

prayer and my meditation, God have asked me, did I want Him 

to overflow the Ark?  I didn’t give him an answer yet and one of 

the reasons I didn’t give Him an answer yet because I knew if 

that happen, it’s going to take more time.  If you have a church 

full of folks, it’s going to take more of your time.  I wasn’t going 

to have time enough to run business and maybe in the 

compound to the part of -- for a lot of this stuff on me dealing 

with a lot of the folks, and I know if I don’t take all of my time, 

and I’m sitting here and said, “Lord, I know that’s Your will to 

serve Your folk but that’s going to pull me away from my 

business if this overflow.”  Because if you got a thousand folks, 

you’ll have a thousand situations.  You’ve got a thousand people 

that need advices and you got a thousand folks that needs this 

and a thousand folks that you got to go see.  It pulls time away 

and I wasn’t going to have enough -- I don’t hardly have enough 

business time now.  Lord, if I got a thousand folks to deal with, 

how will I have my money?  How am I going to work to get more 

money into my pocket?” 
 

 For I understood even that was God was asking me.  He was 

asking me, “Would you be willing to make a sacrifice to serve my 

people?”  See, sometimes, when stuff hits, and it hits your 

money, that’s some rough stuff to deal with.  When it really gets 

down and it hits your money.  And the first thing God told me, 
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“Don’t get emotional over money.”  The second thing God told 

me, he said, “Keep your expenses well below your income.”  He 

said, “For if your expenses equal your income, then you will need 

the money.  And anything you need; you automatically attach 

to.” 
 

 And I asked him, I said, “Lord, how low do I need to keep my 

expenses below my income?”  Now, understand this is personal.  

This is direct -- and God gave me.  That’s not necessarily for you.  

He told me to keep my expenses at 50% of my income.  Now, 

many of you can’t do that.  And I understood when He told me 

that because see, what happens with people even when God 

blesses them, they go right at and spend it all up.  The minute 

my business starts prospering, the first thing folks told me, 

“Man, you need to get you a new car.  You need a new car.” 
 

00:40:00 

 

I’ve got a Jeep Grand Cherokee.  It’s a nice car.  It runs well.  It 

gets me everywhere I want to go.  It looks like nice.  The folks 

always tell, “Look man, you don’t need to be in a Jeep.  You need 

to be on Q.  A Q have – what you intended to be, it’s going to – 

you need be on a Q, man.  That’s what makes a Q.  You need to 

be on it.  You don’t need to be in a Jeep.”  I understand that you, 

what you intended to be, your vehicle and the jeep.  They ride 

just the same.  They hold the same number of folks.  If you close 

your eyes and roll them, you couldn’t tell a difference.  The only 

difference between the Jeep and the Q is that the Q was going to 

cost me a whole lot more money. 

 

And then, I was discussing it with somebody after many times 

on how to get a Q.  “Listen, no, no, no, no, don’t you do that.  

Don’t you get the Q, you need a Mercedes.  Mercedes have a 

sports utility vehicle.  You need to go to the Mercedes for it, not 

a Q.  So here I would have been moving from the Jeep up to a 

Mercedes, my notes would have skyrocketed.  My insurance 

would have sky rocketed and Mercedes would have skyrocketed 

and my increase of money would have immediately been up 

soared.  The next thing folks were telling me, “Well, man, you 

know, you got to increase an income, you need to move.  You 

need to move.  You don’t need to be in house where you are, you 

need to move.  And you can afford it, why don’t you get to a 

much bigger house, get you a brand-new house with some bigger 

bathrooms, and with a bigger bathroom, your house got live in 
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and with a lake, you need a big bay windows, it can look out of 

everything.”  You don’t have a breakfast room and you’re looking 

them chandeliers; you need you a new house, man.”  If you can 

afford it, move. 

 

And what would happened once I moved?   First thing that 

would happen once I move, it would have taken all my money 

trying to put a down payment on it.  My notes would have 

tripled and you know you cannot take the same old furniture in 

a brand-new house.  I had out to go out and buy all new 

furniture and as a result, even though I would’ve had an 

increased in income, all of my increase would have been up 

soared.  And I would have moved from living at one level and 

once – and see, this is what happens with most people.  Even 

when God will prosper them with an increase, they go right up 

and spend it up and there’s no room.  And as a result, they were 

struggling with a little money and God blesses them with an 

increase and they’re now struggling with a lot of money. 

 

 And that’s what God was trying to tell me.  He said, “Keep your 

expenses at 50% of your income and if you do that, you will 

never be mastered by money because you won’t need it and 

you’ll have the understanding but you see, I don’t care how 

much money you make.  If you make $10,000 a month and your 

expenses are $9,950, you’ll get $50 cushion, you need your 

money.  There is no two ways about it.  You need your money 

and if something looks like, if you have to work from overtime.  

If you have to start spending a lot of time at the office, you have 

to start neglecting your children, you have to do it.  Why? 

Because you need your money. 

 

Whenever you have your expenses marked up to the limit of 

your income, you need your money and there is no leeway, and 

as a result, whenever the world has your tightened and in crap 

and you have been ensnared by the deceitfulness of riches.  

That’s why Jesus said, “No man can serve two masters.”  You 

see money is supposed to be a servant and instead of it being a 

servant, it has moved from being a servant to where it is now a 

master.  It’s a master, someone you can’t take time off because 

you can’t afford it.  You can’t take a day off of work.  And some 

folk had to work two and three jobs trying to make ends meet 

because you have pushed your ends further apart.  Because Jesus 

told me, “These things shall be added unto you” but he was 

talking about food. 
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00:45:01 

 

 He was talking about necessary essential things. He was not 

talking about luxury.  And we’ve got everybody you find, but I 

won’t say everybody, but a large percentage of the people, you 

find that are in real financial jams.  They’re in it, not because of 

necessities, they are in it because of luxuries, because they’ve 

gotten themselves so deep. 

 

I remember the Reverend C. Elijah preaching once about what 

one of the financial ministers that preached.  He said most 

automobile accidents happened on the show room floor.   When 

they get you in and sit you in something that you cannot afford 

or it takes all of your income right up to the limit.  And that’s 

why you can’t even tithe onto the house of God because you got – 

the world has got your all money.  And you see, Jesus said that 

even Solomon and all of his glory was (00:46:01) like one of 

these.  Solomon was the wisest man that lived.  God said that he 

gave Solomon more wisdom than any other man.  And yet 

Solomon had all of his stuff, and yet when Solomon got to the 

end of it all, with all of his wisdom and see, Solomon had some 

stuff.  Now you all think you all got Solomon had some stuff.  

Solomon had palaces that were among the seven wonders of the 

world.  The Bible says Solomon had 1,000 chariots.  Those were 

car. 

 

Can you imagine a man today having 1,000 cars?  Solomon was 

living.  Solomon was living large.  He had all his palaces.  He 

had 1,000 cars and he had 1,000 women.  Now, God was 

(00:46:59) and I still have never understood how in the world.  I 

don’t see a hospital (00:47:05). I don’t care how macho a man you 

think you are.  I don’t care how tough a man you are 1,000 women 

is a good shot of women to handle.  I mean, that’s a lot, a lot, a 

lot of women.  I mean, a hundred would kill.  A hundred would 

kill most men.  Matter of (00:47:30) whereby where most men 

die.  I don’t know and these days, it’s getting kind of rough and 

I’m not going to get into all of that, but I don’t know even know.  

I don’t even know, if you just see – you’re seeing ads right now 

being run on late night TV about men coming into the clinic to 

get fixed up (00:47:53) they can’t handle one.  I don’t how in the 

world Solomon handled 1,000 women. 
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But Solomon had all, but that’s all a part of the material 

possessions, and see, that was Old Testament.  In New 

Testament, Jesus had all of his disciples walking away from 

even away from women, even away from Mary, that’s why when 

you read all the other stuff Paul talks about, he was even, he 

had even disassociated.  He focused totally on God.  So, even 

Solomon when he got to the end of it all, looked over all of the 

splendor that he had and Solomon had all, not some, all.  And, 

that’s what most of our stuff here really is vanity.  I mean right 

now, I have a fellow come out and wash and wax my car every 

week, why?  Vanity.  I mean to be honest, I mean vanity.  I 

mean what difference does it? 

 

Does my car ride a bit different if it got dirt and mud on the mag 

wheel versus if it’s clean, does it make any difference?  No, it 

would ride just.  But the reason is you want car shining.  So folk 

can you see riding you around in a nice, pretty, shiny car.  That’s 

why I have my car washed and wax every week.  Not because 

now, if you’re flying a plane, that’s different because when you 

wax the wings of a plane, the air will flow over smooth and you 

get better gas mileage, it handles better.  But with a car, it 

hadn’t worked that.  Most, all of that stuff, everything that we 

buy for the most part is centered around man.  It’s centered 

around pride.  We want to be seen above the man. 

 

And Solomon when he got to the end of all, the wisest man, the 

man whom God had given the most with it, it all, all not some, 

but all. 

 

00:50:13 

 

Now we’re looking that same verse for page Luke 16, verse 13, 

‘”No servant can serve two master even he will hate the one and 

love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise, the 

other.  You cannot serve both God and money.”  The pharisee 

who loved money heard all these and was sneering at Jesus.  

Instead of preaching, heard Jesus saying, “Hey, you know what 

they were saying?  They were laughing at it.”  They were 

laughing at the man.  “And said, hear this man is, coming here 

talking about us and our money.”  They were laughing at Jesus.  

That’s what sneering means.  They laughed at it. 

 

You cannot serve both God and money.   “And Jesus he said to 

them, ‘’You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of 
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man, but God knows your hearts, what is highly valued among 

men is detestable in God.’” What do we highly value?  What do 

we highly value?  What?  What do we highly value?  Most of the 

things that we highly value are all material stuff.  Stuff that’s 

going to fade in and I just left the hospital right before I came 

here.  I went to visit a man who doesn’t have or just a little time 

left, and as I saw him there laying in that bed gasping for air, 

life slowly ebbing away, I saw again so clear what Solomon, all 

the stuff is there, and you’re going to leave every piece of it.  And 

the older that you get, the less important you get things, or you 

see it’s slipping away slowly.  And the only thing that is truly 

eternal are the things of the spirit, and there’s a point that you 

will get to when your fine house, not going to mean a thing. 

 

There’s a point where air, breath is more important than all the 

stuff and he would give everything he had right now just to be 

able to breath, about catching his breath.  There will come a 

point when all of the material (00:53:12) that we focus on so 

much right now will mean absolutely nothing.  And we have to 

get away from the focus of the love of money.  It’s what Jesus 

tries to tell us over and over and over and over. 

 

Read the Book of James.  It’s what the New Testament tries to 

tell us over and over and over and over.  He use the parable over 

and over each time the man who found the kingdom of heaven.  

Jesus compared it over and over to a man who found the great 

pearl and he went and sold all he had.  He gave up his worldly 

stuff so he could get to the kingdom.  Every time he compared 

the kingdom of heaven, the person who found it, went, and sold 

all he had and buy it.  And you see, that’s one of the price for the 

kingdom of God.  And as I even was there in that hospital 

tonight and I was thinking to myself, “Lord, yeah I am a 

minister.  A minister of God, a follower of Jesus the Christ and I 

don’t have the power to raise this man up from his bed.  Why I 

can’t get him up.  I’m seeing him now.  I’m praying with him, 

but I can’t get him up, why do I not have the power?  The 

disciples of Jesus could do it, they can walk and they can raise 

the dead.”  I told him, “I can't raise the man who’s still living.” 
 

Those questions ran through my head.  What couldn’t I get him 

up, but the disciple, sold all they had, so they could purchase. 

 

00:55:11 
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  Jesus over and over through his words, tried to get us to see  

that the material world and all this stuff is going to rust.  It’s 

going to rot, it’s going to decay it away.  The only thing that are 

eternal are the things of the spirit, and the church does not need 

to be focused on all the stuff.  God knows what we need and that’ 
s why some of us don’t have it because he knows what we need 

and he knows many of us just can’t even have it.  He knows 

what we need.  And my mother was telling me, she said, “God 

has really been working with you lately.”  I said, “No, mother he 

has been working with me.  He’d been working over me.”  And 

there’s a difference.  God had been working only being with me 

because he does not want me coming into all of the material 

possession with the wrong spirit.  And that’s why many of you, 

you were here when the prophet (00:56:32) here that night and 

she prophesized over me.  And she, “You’re on a Lear Jet.”  She 

said, “I see you moving into a fabulous house.”  And she said, 

“God will give you all of that stuff because it doesn’t matter to 

him.” 
 

And God is having to take me to the point now where it doesn’t 
matter to me, where I can live just as happy where I am right 

now, or whether I’m in a million-dollar house, doesn’t matter.  

Where I can drive in the finest of cars.  If I had a Rolls-Royce or 

if I was sitting up on motorbus, doesn’t matter.  So that I got on 

a Versace or whether I got on a (00:57:22), doesn’t matter. 

 

That’s the point that you have to get to because right now, so 

many of us are focused and we think once we get all of this stuff, 

our joy will come and it’s not going to worth anyway.  Your joy is 

not going to be in the stuff.  We have to refocus and start putting 

our (00:57:45) in the stuff because that’s not where it’s supposed 

to be.  Yeah, God wants you to prosper.  Yes, he wants you have 

money, but he doesn’t want money to have you and it happens so 

many times with his people over and over and over.  He gave the 

people the stuff and too many times, we walk away from it. 

 

Hebrew, the Bible says, keep your lives free from the love of 

mone.  That’s Hebrews chapter 13 verse 5, “Keep your life free 

from the love of money and be content with what you have 

because God has said, ‘Never will I leave you, never will I 

forsake you.’  So we say with confidence, ‘the Lord is my helper, 

I will not be afraid what can man do to me.’”  Be content with 

what you got.  Be happy with what you got.  Every one of you 

here is sitting here in a reasonable degree of hell and you have 
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to sometimes go and see others for your appreciate what you 

have.  Be happy with what you got.  Once you knew and once 

you’re laying up, you’ll get everything you had just to be seen. 

 

Again, be content.  But you got so much stuff and sometimes, we 

Americans has more than any other nation.  And yet, we got 

more misery.  We have more depression.  We have more drug 

abuse.  We had more murder.  We have more evils of the sprit 

with more money.  People, the secret is not in the money.  It is 

not in the money, your salvation and joy will never be there and 

Jesus tried to tell us that over and over.  You have sought the 

kingdom of God and you have done all these things because all 

of you had the basic necessities.  You got these things.  Be 

content and when God – and he trust you with a little, and he 

can give you much.  But if he can’t trust you with little, how can 

he even – don’t get caught for the love of money.”  Bow your 

heads. 

 

01:00:18 

 

 Dear Father, I pray and hope that your people hear these words 

dear Father, for you have wrestled with your people over this 

issue since the dawn of time.  You wrestled with the people in 

the Old Testament.  You wrestled with the people in the New 

Testament and you wrestled with the people now. 

 

Dear Father, help us to have the wisdom of Solomon, but help us 

to get the wisdom before we get to the end.  Help us to have the 

wisdom and the diligence to see that was your son trying to tell 

us before we get to the end, not at the end.  That you told us in 

your word, having food and clothing, be content.  Be happy with 

what we have, rejoice, be a good sheep.  Rejoice that which we 

have in thy son Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

 

 I hope that message wasn’t too rough on folks.  If it was, got to 

blame mama.  I’m so glad that all of you here tonight.  I see, 

really want of my features here, Mr. Marshall J. Reese.  Mr. 

Reese, would you please stand?  And really Mr. Reese was a 

great inspiration to all of us.  He used to leave the (01:02:22) 

Baptist Church and Marshall J. Reese really was a man, that 

first of all, first opened my eyes to God.  Eleven boys he used to 

preach about and then I began tithing well over 20 years ago 

and see, tithing is another one of those Old Testament 

commands.  But understand, every command God gave is 
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correct.  It’s not in the New Testament.  I preached about a 

sermon about what Jesus said about tithing and he said it was 

as important as things of the spirit and yet it was the thing that 

God commanded us to do.  And I never will forget (01:03:00) 

used to publish the amount that people would give, and I’ll 
never will forget it. 

 

I looked Marshall J. Reese’s name and understand this was 20 

years ago.  This man had put $13,000 inserted and that is a lot 

of money now.  But back then $13,000 was more than most 

people earned.  And I looked at that figure and I said, “Wow, 

this man is putting this kind of money in church, but it opened 

my eyes” and see, sometimes, it lets you know, you’ll never know 

who, by you following that was God, he never get up brag about 

it, he never.  If the church had published it, I never would have 

known about it because he didn’t tell folks about it.  But it’s 

what he did I even remember the figure from that many years 

ago.  It is stuck with me that long.  But you see because he did 

what – and see, that’s a principle of why even giving is so 

important.  And some people don’ t understand why the United 

States has been so blessed in so many ways. 

 

The United States was also the leading giver of any country in 

the world.  We sent billions of dollars in foreign aid to other 

country.  It was a seed being sowed of helping the poor and even 

though often times the leadership was evil, we followed a 

principle of sowing the seeds and of giving and of helping others.  

And as a result, the nation was materially blessed beyond any 

nation on earth.  So, Marshall Reese, I just thank you for 

following that was God had instructed you to do and by that, 

people saw your example and I began tithing after I saw what 

you were doing and have never stopped since then. 

 

01:05:10 

 

So you never know what your actions will do to influence 

another person.  And I’ve always said I don’t care what’s in the 

Old Testament or what’s in the New Testament, you can never 

go wrong following what God said was right.  You can never go 

wrong.  That’s why I don’t eat a lot.  I don’t eat any food God told 

me not to eat.  Even though in the New Testament, Paul said, 

“You can eat all things God told you (01:05:38) was uncleaned.”  
And I understand what Paul meant, what he was talking about 

in the history of all of that, but you can never go wrong following 
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what God said it was right.  You can never go wrong.  And 

someday, you’re going to struggler in the dark right now, with 

pressure pounding, you got confidence, you want to (01:05:57). 

 

If you had followed what God had told you to start with, that’s 

just fine.  You can never go wrong following what God said was 

right.  I don’t care what it is and that’s why Jesus told you, 

“Those who teach to follow the commandant shall be the 

greatest and those who teach not to follow the commandment 

shall believe in the kingdom of heaven.”  Everything God told 

you to do was right.  Yeah, maybe kind of (01:06:28) for you to do 

it in this modern-day world, but it always has been.  It’s a 

juxtaposition for me to even preach this message because 

everybody right now is on a money grab and take, and this kind 

of message is not popular.  But it wasn’t popular in Jesus’s day 

either.  It wasn’t popular when Jesus said it.  That’s why the 

preachers laughed at it, it wasn’t popular then and it’s not 

popular now. 

 

But Jesus knew the spirit of the people ad he knew they needed 

to come away from worshipping and running after all of that 

stuff to get their spirit strengthened.  But when you follow – you 

see, that’s another thing.  When you become detached from 

money, you can get it free.  That’s why Marshall J. Reese was 

able to tithe because he was detached from the money.  And see, 

people said, “Well, I need my money.  I can tithe.”  “Are you 

kidding?”  Because you get to the point when you start making 

so much, “Dude, you know how much money that is?  You know 

this man was putting over $1,000 of money.  Do you know how 

much money – because the more you make, the more you have to 

give and someday just (01:07:45) that’s a lot of money.  It did 

work that way to (01:07:50) because you make more, you’d be 

more – pretty harder to give.  No it doesn’t work that way. 

 

So many believers are still finding – God had us to do things, it 

is sometimes break that attachment that we have to start and 

when you can give, when you can open your hand, you free your 

attachment and you don’t become a servant of money.  The Bible 

says, you can’t server two master.  But it says, if you’re faithful 

over a few things, I will make you ruler.  I will make you master 

over money, so you can’t serve two, but you can master money.  

You can’t serve the one, but you can master money.  God didn’t 
want you to serve money, but you can master it.  And we need to 

move from the point now because most of us are serving money.  
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We need to move from the point where we’re serving money to 

where we master money.  You can master many things, but you 

can only serve one. 

 

So, that’s the  message for tonight and however you took it, 

that’s just the way you have to take it because it’s what Jesus 

said and I made a vow to preach what he said, not what’s 

popular, not even what was (01:09:22) it was Jesus here, the 

way he wanted us to go in.  So from this point, don’t fall into the 

trap of the love of money. 

 

01:09:33 
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