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Nathaniel Bronner: And if you would open your Bibles to the 11th Chapter of 

the Book of Hebrews.  Free -- that’s all right.  We will be 

studying today primarily from the 11th Chapter of the Book of 

Hebrews.  And truly I’m thankful for the youth department just 

to the song they brought.  Sometimes, they can be so much 

ministry just in song and words that it speaks that truly God 

has brought me too far to this scene(ph) now. 

 

 And if -- you know, God never leaves us, we leave God.  So, he 

never leaves us, we leave him.  But I know that through all of 

the things and all of the promises and all of the directions and 

all of the prophesies, we’ve got too far to go.  Not only do we 

have too far to go to be stopped.  We got too far to go to slow 

down.  When God has a destiny for you and the direction to 

understand that no matter what the landscape looks like, you 

know God is still taking you on through to the destiny that he 

has. 

 

 And we’ll be studying today in the 11th Chapter of the Book of 

Hebrews and this message today it came from a recent 

experience.  C. Elijah talked to you on Friday how we were at a 

zoning board meeting, there was a sign posted out across the 

arch cornering a change in zoning of the building here and we 

needed to go the council meeting to hear and see what that was. 

 

 And we got there early and another one of the principles of the 

(00:02:03) remember how to get something -- we’re not just own 

town, but earth.  So we got there early and as we were sitting 

there, the head of the zoning committee said that we have to 

induct a new member of the zoning board on this night and he 

had the person come up and he had him stand there and raise 

their right hand and said, “Repeat this oath after me.” 

 

 And he began to administer onto them the oath for becoming a 

member of the zoning board.  And it was a fairly standard oath 

until he got to one part that struck my spirit and he was talking 

to them and he began one thing after another about them 

serving faithfully in the office.  And he got to this one line and 

he said, “Do you promise to serve without reward or expectation 

of reward?” 

 

 And when he said there’s something just struck my spirit is that 

and I understood why they said it because often times especially 

in that position a whole lot of corruption goes on.  A lot of bribe 
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can be flipped under the table and in all kinds of forms and this 

is not even money, sometimes favors are granted for a favorable 

ruling on a particular zoning issue.  So, they had to make the 

person swear that they would serve in this position without 

reward and the big part without even expectation of reward. 

 

 And when I heard that, it just reverberated because it is so 

different from what I am.  And you see, first of all, most of the 

folk that even -- I hope not all of them but a good number of 

them do -- take some out of it.  I don’t care what oath they take, 

that they expect something.  Some other way in some form or 

fashion, whether it be just in the prestige of a thing or whether 

it be an influence or in power, they’re expecting something.  

There’s an old set -- even with no expectation of reward, most 

folk that even get into political office, they expect something. 

 

 And I thought of that is how even in the service of God, it didn’t 

bind well with my spirit because even standing in the position of 

a minister, I expect something.  I expect a reward.  Not in 

monetary terms, because I don’t get paid from ministry but I’m 

expecting a big reward.  I have no desire to serve a God that 

doesn’t have something to offer.  I expect a humongous reward 

and when I heard that oath thing administered immediately, my 

mind went through the verse of Hebrew Chapter 11, Verse 6 and 

it reads this. 

 

00:05:10 

 

 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that 

cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder 

of them that diligently seek him.  Because the word says that in 

order to even please God, you must first believe that he is but 

(00:05:37).  You got to believe that he is the rewarder of them 

that diligently seek him.  You got to expect your reward.  So, if I 

had to administer an oath of those coming into the Christianity, 

I said, “Do you solemnly swear, do you solemnly swear to expect 

a big reward for your service onto Christ?  Do you solemnly 

swear that you go look for it and with every fiber of your being 

that you know that it’s coming, you go get a big, a great big 

reward?” 

 

 I don’t serve with God.  He said this, he said, in order to please 

him.  And as I felt this into my spirit sitting there in the zoning 

meeting and I knew that this was a thing that I was being led to 
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preach on in the Bible -- they don’t preach on that reward.  I 

said, “What?”  He said, “Don’t preach on that.” 

 

 I said, “Well, about this -- I tell you before Sunday what to 

preach on?”  He said, “But don’t preach on that reward.”  And I 

was sitting here during the weekend word and as C. Elijah was 

ministering, God spoke to me and he said, “I don’t want you to 

preach on the reward because too many folks already are 

focused on the reward.  He said there’s another part of that 

verse. 

 

 Because see, the reward did not come to everyone.  You all say 

everyone.  It doesn’t come to everyone, it’s qualified.  And all of 

the promises of God, every single one of the promises that I 

know of, when you look at it, they all qualify.  Then every one of 

them isn’t event(ph), even your salvation is not free, it’s an 

event. 

 

 Yes, you believe on Jesus Christ, it’s an event(ph) then, it’s just 

not freely given to everybody all blank, it’s qualified.  Every 

single promise of God when you really take into a day are 

qualified.  The reward is not guarantee, it’s qualified because 

everybody can get the reward and everybody is not going to get a 

reward, it’s qualified. 

 

 But he said, you must believe that he is the rewarder of -- see, 

that’s the qualification.  He’s not just a rewarder, he is a 

rewarder of what?  All.  Now, when you all got that prepositional 

word, it comes, when you got there, of what?  He is a rewarder of 

them that diligently seek him.  That’s what I want you to talk to 

the people about.  I want you to talk to them about the diligent 

seeking, not the reward. 

 

 And as C. Elijah began to preach and he was talking about God’s 

part and our part, the thing begins to be -- you see the reward is 

God’s part, you’re not going to do that.  That’s God part of what 

he’ll choose to -- your job.  You all say my job.  My job is the 

diligent-seeking and if you do the diligent seeking, the reward 

will come because it must come because he said you’ve to believe 

that saying(ph) please God. 

 

 God said, “I don’t even won’t focus walking around serving me.”  

You say, “My Lord, I am getting down -- coming to you.  I’m 

guessing, staying in this.”  God said, “I am not even pleased with 
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the services.  I don’t even believe that I’m going to reward you.”  

I’m looking -- and I want folks that -- you’re not -- I just -- I 

believe, you know, I see you’re deep down in my gut and God got 

some stuff for me that I didn’t even (00:09:18). 

 

 But my man won’t even come back -- but again, I’m talking 

about the reward.  He told me don’t preach on it.  You all like to 

hear that stuff.  See, he knew that what folk want to have.  Folk 

want to have that reward, that’s God’s part.  I don’t even know 

what he has got waiting for me.  In his mind, his knowledge and 

his ability, God always knows what that is but I know by that 

diligent seek. 

 

 See, that’s in my control.  The reward is not.  There’s so much in 

there I can’t control but the diligent seeking, you all hold your 

hand out like this.  That’s another thing.  This is your part.  This 

is what you can do.  He is a rewarder of those that diligently 

seek him. 

 

00:10:02 

 

 This is the part that He wanted to talk -- and I speak to you 

today from the simple subject of this, diligent or dilly-dally.  Ask 

your neighbor, are you diligent or are you dilly-dallying? 

 

 That’s the question that I know the reward goes to the diligent, 

not to the dilly-dallying.  God is looking for a diligent people that 

diligently seek Him and see, just as it is in the spiritual realm, 

so it is the earthly realm.  Do you know even rewards go to the 

earthly diligent?  Even to those in the earth, you’ll find all of 

those that achieve success and I don’t care what the arena is, 

you’ll find that they’re diligent.  This is the arena of thought(ph). 

 

 You’ll find that they practiced and they played and they were 

there on time and they were the ones that went the extra mile 

as while the coast was going home.  They were the ones -- 

everyone is talking about Michael Jordan, how great he is.  Very 

few people mention about -- everyone talks about how talented -- 

it wasn’t talent -- talent is a part of it.  He was diligent. 

 

 The man used to say he will go out and shoot 500 (00:11:22) 

after practice.  After everybody else was bored and tired and the 

coach is running with you, he would still go out and -- he just 

shoots.  That’s diligence, folks.  When he is out on the court and 
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just looks like he’s just flying through the air and it looks like he 

just got to get -- enough people don’t see the diligence and very 

rarely do you see the diligence behind anything.  All you see are 

the results. 

 

 You see the rewards but behind virtually every success even in 

the earthly plane, you will find diligence.  We heard beautiful 

music.  Do you know all of the folks that really make it to 

success, they practiced.  But even in the R&D work.  When you 

get out and you see the dance group going and everybody is in 

sync, don’t you know they have spent hours choreographing and 

practicing those dance steps and you look at them, they look so 

easy.  You see Michael Jackson just moonwalking.  It looks so 

easy.  I tried the moonwalk and I fell over.  You have got to 

practice. 

 

 You have got to be diligent so even in the earthly realm, even 

the earth smiled upon those that are diligent, not those of the 

dilly-dally.  And anytime you dilly-dally in something, you’ll 

never fully master the thing.  You’ll always be mediocre and 

mediocre just means that you are the top of the bottom or the 

bottom of the top.   That’s all you’ll ever be. 

 

 You’ve got to be diligent and you see, diligence will always take 

you to the top because most people are not diligent.  So, 

whenever you aren’t diligent, even though it may take you 

awhile, sooner or later you will start rising because God will see 

the diligence.  Even your boss will see the diligence.  It may take 

a while but you will start rising as long as you remain diligent 

and not dilly-dally. 

 

 And beginning in Chapter 11 of Hebrews, first verse, it said, 

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for.”  We’ve heard 

this so much and we hear so much of faith click(ph) and is 

necessary but I want to show you the diligent part of faith.  You 

see, there’s another factor of faith other than just believing.  See, 

sometimes we can hear a word, or we’ll speak a word but I’m 

going to tell you some, people, success is not really granted to 

just folk who talk, because to be honest about it, the folk I know 

that talked the most had the least success.  Most successful 

people are fairly quiet. 

 

 But you know, they’re sitting there and they’re just -- you barely 

changing our life -- you had to report stuff out of it.  And I mean 
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folk, I know it really just talk a whole lot.  That’s a general rule 

unless they are salespeople.  Now, salespeople, that’s their -- 

that is their -- yeah, with salespeople, they do talk a whole lot 

but anybody -- so usually, even though you need to get the word 

in you, you’ve got to have some action along with that word 

because faith without words is dead, dead faith, it doesn’t work. 

 

 And I want to just show you, “Now faith is the substance of 

things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  For by it the 

elders obtained a good report.  Through faith we understand 

that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things 

which are seen were not made of things which do appear. 

 

00:15:06 

 

 By faith Abel offered --” now, here in Hebrews they go to start 

giving an example of what would happen and what was wrong 

by faith.  “By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent 

sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was 

righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet 

speaketh.” 

 

 Do you know what He’s talking about, and this is the first 

example that Hebrews uses?  We’ve all heard that 11, “Faith is 

the substance of things.”  That’s when it starts talking about the 

actual examples, every single one and the folks hear some, that 

in your faith, you hear something.  The first example that 

Hebrew gives had to do with the offering.  And I begin to 

understand as a minister, I used to get frankly upset with 

ministers sometimes when I would be around them and I would 

hear them talking about members and they would always use 

the phrase of good tithing member. 

 

 And I used to say, what that got to do with the goodness of the 

member while they tithe or not?  What in the world has that got 

to do with anything?  It’s the first thing that Hebrews listed 

when it talks about the examples of “by faith.” the first thing 

was the offering.  And I began to understand that thing the most 

and I began to see and to know that you can just about look at 

the giving role and tell where a person’s real heart is.  And I 

begin as I began to be in the ministerial groups and to be around 

ministers, they would tell me over and over and over and over, 

they never have problems out of tithes. 
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 You know, because every time I look in my church congregation, 

these many are proud(ph) as a member.  He says, “Through all 

of my years, I’ve been tithing 20 some odd years, through all of 

my years, with all of these thousands of members, I have never 

had a problem out of a tithes -- every grumbling, every 

complaint, every criticizing, every backfire(ph), every person 

stirring up trouble in the church, every time I go check the 

record, universally without exceptions, for as long as I’ve been 

here, there has never been one tither (00:17:15). 

 

 Then I began to understand why ministers would always talk 

about a good tithing member.  This is -- sometimes, you got to 

walk in a man’s shoes before you begin to understand his walk.  

You’ve got to have the experience so you can even see what 

they’re talking about.  I was looking at them.  I don’t think -- I 

didn’t have a thing.  That’s the first thing in Hebrews, “By faith, 

Abel gave his offer.” 

 

 “By faith,” fifth verse, “Enoch was translated that he should not 

see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: 

for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased 

God.”  And that came from Genesis 5:24 where it says, “And 

Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.”  See, 

walk is just your every day life.  Enoch pleased God in his 

everyday life and what Enoch did, everything that Enoch did, he 

showed his inner pride(ph) nature even before Christ was 

manifested on the scene, Enoch pleased God and as to God, he 

took Enoch straight out of life, straight to be with God.  And you 

see, people, our walk will take us out of this world. 

 

 When you really walk with God, you’re not in this world.  That’s 

right above us, in the world, getting(ph) another world and 

that’s why Jesus even said, “Those that are with me, they’re 

really not of this world.”  When you really walk with God, you’re 

not even of this world.  All of the stuff is affected, the world 

doesn’t involve me.  When you’re really with God, all of the stuff, 

you got everyone else (00:19:06), everyone else up sick, everyone 

else mad, everyone else this, that, all of this stuff just affecting 

everyone else. 

 

 When you’re really of God, well, what in the world is wrong with 

you?  And so how come you not work?  Don’t you seek out what’s 

coming?  Don’t you see all of this stuff is coming on the horizon?  
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Aren’t you scared?  Aren’t you worried?  You’re walking with 

God. 

 

 See, people, a lot of times, life is getting so much a matter where 

you go and who you’re walking with?  It doesn’t even matter 

where you are, it’s who you’re walking with.  As when you’re 

walking with the right company, there’s just even a confidence 

that comes over you just because you’re walking with the right 

person.  Enoch walked with God and God took him out of this 

world and he was no more. 

 

00:20:03 

 

 People, when you walk with God, you won’t be in this world.  

The seventh verse, “By faith Noah, being warned of God of 

things not seen yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the 

saving of his house; by which he condemned the world, and 

became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.” 

 

 Noah did something.  Abel gave.  Enoch walked.  Noah saved.  

And I looked at between the gave and the saved was your walk.  

See, God gave Noah the direction of how to save his family and 

all salvation truly comes from God but it has to come to a person 

sometimes.  We’re staying in action as they talked about the 

reading of the new testament of what they’re dealing with Paul 

as he traveled all over through the foreign land, he speaks of 

Jesus.  It was Jesus’ faith but all had preached to the folk. 

 

 And there’s so many people whose lives you can turn around just 

by them looking at your walk.  Between the gave and the save is 

your walk.  First, Abel gave, Enoch walked, Noah saved.  

Between the gave and the save is your walk because it’s hard to 

save, folks, and they’re looking at a crooked walk.  You just can’t 

do it.  It’s hard to save folks.  And anytime you want to take 

people anywhere, they’re going to first look to see where you are 

and if you -- you don’t have to talk a whole lot. 

 

 I never would forget one speaker.  He was a financial speaker 

and he always dressed sharp, he drove sharp and he was at one 

campus one time and he said, his wife asked him, “Could you 

give us some money?”  And he just asked her, “How many 

inches?  If you want to be cool, that’s a big roll of money.”  You 

don’t have to say a whole lot with that.  He rolls up in a Rolls 

Royce.  You don’t have to get that telling folk how well you’re 
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doing.  You may not be doing that high.  You may be three 

months behind on your note on your Rolls Royce, but you don’t 

have (00:22:35) from the walk as the people can see and see all 

of us in our walk, we got close(ph). 

 

 But there's a part when you really want a minister to the world 

and even with Jesus, the way that Jesus got so many people to 

flock, they saw the walk.  The saw the miracle which follows the 

man.  They weren’t following Jesus.  They were following the 

miracles.  They came because they could get well.  They came 

because they call them (00:23:00) that they went to see Jesus 

and they had this problem and Jesus touched them or prayed on 

them and they got well.  They came because they saw the walk.  

And between the gave and the save is our walk and this 

questions can get our walk together. 

 

 You hear so much of why some people won’t go to church.  It’s 

not because of what these people are preaching, it’s because 

they’re saying, “I see so many hypocrites in the church.”  They 

said -- people have come to me that they -- they’d come to me, 

“Pastor, I’ve got a question, these folks claimed to be Christian 

yet they’re doing this, they’re doing this, they’re doing this, 

they’re doing this.”  This is -- and I’ll be honest with you.  If I 

were freshly coming into the world and have to look around at 

all of the religions, I wouldn’t choose Christianity.  So, why the -- 

how some kind of struck you, see this Christians, doing not so 

good. 

 

 And the walk, I mean, you see these Christians going through 

all this stuff and this message and then -- and you say, “Wait a 

minute --,” let me tell you something, even with the Islamics, it’s 

not our religion but ladies, if you’re ever around an Islamic man, 

you know instantly you’ll feel at ease because you know that 

man is not going to let anything happen to you.  Without a 

doubt, that bunch of Christians you just don’t even know.  That’s 

the truth. 

 

 You just -- so sometimes the walk will speak far more than using 

the talk.  People go and look at the walk and because they are 

already skeptical, they’re already worried, they’re already 

wondering about what kind of job you’re trying to pull on them 

so they go and step back and look and let me see how this thing 

works.  And if they cannot see it work in your life, you cussing 
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and fluffing and reacting the same way everything else, what 

sets you apart? 

 

00:24:53 

 

 Do you know 95% of the present population is Christian?  

Ninety-five percent, if you go into any jail in America, 95% of the 

folks locked up, if you ask them, do they believe in the Lord 

Jesus, the answer is going to be, “Yeah.”  They claimed their 

religion is Christianity but they have to have action.  Their walk 

would never lead a person to Christ because people see the 

cricket(ph) walk but yet they claim to be a child of God. 

 

 Never will I forget, I was watching one of the Charles Bronson 

movies and he was one of the vigilante and somebody does 

something real rough to his family so he cut off one of the -- .44 

Magnum at him and they asked him, they said, do you believe in 

Jesus?  And this man was a hardcore criminal.  He’s done every 

kind of vile that you can think of, and he said, “Yeah, I sure do.” 

He said, “I asked you because you’re getting ready to meet him.”  

This man, he professed it but his action was in no way towards 

Christ. 

 

 The gave, walked, and saved, all of these have talked about faith 

did something.  Eighth Verse:  “By faith Abraham, when he was 

called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an 

inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he 

went.”  Abraham walked.  That’s how they got most of the places 

that they went -- God told Abraham, “Go yonder into a place,” 

and Abraham didn’t even know where it was but he had to get 

up and he had to move. 

 

 All of our faith demands and commands us to do something, not 

just faith, and to do something because it begins with the word 

and it begins with what you speak because with that we’ll 

always manifest sooner or later into an action, that’s why 

negative words that you speak, words that are not of faith or 

fear and negative words that you speak, sooner or later, it will 

either manifest into an action or into an inaction because, see, 

the first reaction people with fear is a freezing.  This is even in 

the films.  But you know, somebody sees you.  You freeze. 

 

 You go into a mode of inaction and when fear rules your world, 

you can’t do anything because you’re frozen in fear.  That is an 
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action in and of itself and so many of you have destinies to 

achieve but God cannot take you there because you’re scared.  

You’ve got to sometimes step out when you hear the voice in you, 

hear the leading of God.  He told Abraham, “Go into a land that 

you know not.”  Abraham didn’t know where he was going.  He 

didn’t know what was in the land.  All he could do was walk and 

move according to God’s direction.  But had Abraham been 

scared, he never would have gone anywhere.  He would have 

stayed in the land that where he walked and would have never 

got the promise. 

 

 In Hebrews 11:11, “Through faith also Sara herself received 

strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she 

was past age, because she judged him faithful who had 

promised.”  Sara was able to deliver a child far beyond the 

fertility of her natural body because Sara eventually -- you all 

say “eventually,” believed God.  She didn’t at first.  Sara 

lacked(ph), and then when the thing was taken longer than 

what she thought, Sara went out and got Hagar and she brought 

Hagar in and Hagar conceived.  And finally, Sara got the faith to 

go ahead and get her own child and to see what -- Sara 

eventually believed. 

 

 Sometimes, we go all around the block and we go through all 

this stuff and Sara had to go through Hagar coming in and 

finally Hagar gotten in, she said -- Abraham believed from the 

start.  So, what happened with Abraham, I can put myself in 

Abraham’s position.  Here comes this woman and Hagar was a 

young woman.  Here comes Sara, 90, 95 years old.  She’s 

bringing Abraham this young woman from her bed, I just don’t 

have enough faith in this young woman here.  You need to go 

and be with this woman and to do -- and I guess Abraham said, 

“Lord, have mercy.”  But Abraham, whatever it was, Abraham, 

see, Abraham, he never lost his faith.  Abraham, he went on 

ahead but the result of the thing was that Isaac had an 

(00:30:05) that’s still at war today. 

 

00:30:08 

 

 But Sara eventually believed and she got her reward but not 

before she had to go through all of the pain that the doubt 

caused.  God wants you to believe right now and see.  Some of us 

are like Sara, we do eventually believe after we have gone 
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through the Hagar, after we have gone through the turmoil of 

trying to get the other woman out of our husband’s system. 

 

 Don’t you know it’s a lot of easier to keep the other woman out of 

your husband’s system than to get the other woman out of your 

husband’s system?  It’s a lot easier to keep them out than try to 

get them out all because she eventually believed.  And the doubt 

causes delays of our destiny.  But you see, even though Sara 

doubted and last(ph) when she first heard the word she would 

conceive a child, Sara was connected to a believer.  And because 

God had promised Abraham everything that he was connected 

with had to receive the promise. 

 

 That’s why it’s important, folks, who you’re connected with.  So 

even though she doubted, God has to fulfill the word because 

Abraham was a faithful man.  So, it had to come through Sara 

and that is why whoever you tied up with and hooked up with, it 

makes a difference.  That’s why you ought to always be hooked 

up to a good, solid believer and someone is going somewhere.  

Because if you hooked up with somebody that’s going in the 

wrong direction, even when you’re pulling them up, they’re 

pulling you down and you got to cause the struggle. 

 

 You all need to analyze when you all get hooked up with folks, 

whether they balloons or bricks.  And you need just lending 

(00:32:10) when you’re looking at a man, you need to ask 

yourselves, is this man a balloon or is this man a brick?  And 

sometimes you just need to put it in very simplistic terms where 

you can look -- and you can kind of tell.  Is this man a balloon or 

is this man a brick?  And some of you all know when you hooked 

with these folks, you know them folk bricks and these are kind 

of bricks that you don’t haul it big, stack a brick, you’re having 

your back aching and there was -- you knew they were bricks 

before you got them so I suggest that you scroll and make sure 

that you analyze whether you have a balloon or whether you 

have a brick before you get hooked up with them because they’re 

going to have a tendency to take you wherever they’re heading. 

 

 Sara was hooked up with a man headed to the promise and even 

though she doubted and even though she has to go through a 

detour because he was headed to the promise, it automatically 

took her with him.  Make sure that you’re hooked up with 

somebody headed that way.  Are you diligent or dilly-dally? 
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 American Express has a program that they call membership 

rewards.  God has a way of even giving the diligent even 

impossible goals by our natural minds.  That Hebrews 11:12 

right after Sara’s situation, “Therefore sprang there even of one, 

and him as good as dead.”  The Bible said Abraham was as good 

as dead.  That was the exact words, started, “Therefore sprang 

there even of one, and him as good as dead.” 

 

 Now I’m going to tell it to you, I’m a strong, healthy man.  I’ve 

got a lot of vitality.  My testosterone level is still strong but I’m 

going to admit now, when I hit about a 100, as far as producing 

another child, save by the great grace of God, I’m going to be as 

good as dead.  That’s just the truth of it.  Most 100-year old men, 

if you’re looking for satisfaction, see, that’s why when you read 

the Bible, Sara laughed and she said, “Lord, am I to have this 

treasure because my man is good as dead.”  That’s what -- 

Abraham walking around even a hundred something years old. 

 

00:35:01 

 

 She said -- and her exact -- she did not question the child; she 

questioned the pleasure.  Wait a minute.  She said, “Lord, am I 

going to have this pleasure because my man is as good as dead?” 

 

 God can take a situation that is as good as dead by the natural 

eye.  And if you have faith and the diligence and that’s -- see, 

that’s the part that we missed out.  We count so much, there is a 

reward and all of the blessing but you have got to have the 

diligence of seeking God.  You have got to be unerringly and 

prudently geared towards this day and not waver and go toward 

it.  And when you are diligent, God will see that diligence and in 

situations set by the natural eye are as good as dead, God will 

bring and fulfill, that will just be. 

 

 Even if you look up the word diligent, the dictionary, it says, 

marked by persevering painstaking effort.  So, then I had to look 

up exactly what is painstaking and I looked up painstaking and 

it’s exactly what it says, marked by or requiring great pains. 

 

 Sometimes to be diligent and seeking God, it is not always 

flipped(ph).  Sometimes there’s some pain involved in it because 

anytime -- you see, anytime you go through -- that’s why even 

the sacrifice, there are some pains.  With every sacrifice was 

some pain.  There is a pain that goes along with being diligent 
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because it takes nothing just to be diligent, it goes against the 

natural flow.  We don’t have to have diligence to do things that 

are naturally pleasurable to us. 

 

 We never have to tell our children, “You all be diligent when 

eating that candy.”  It doesn’t happen.  We have to have 

diligence on things that go against our natural desire and things 

that go out against our natural pleasure.  It takes some pain to 

be diligent. 

 

 If you recall in the first term of the year, I outlined seven things 

for the Ark and I asked God, I said, “Lord, how many have been 

diligent with those two daily things?  The first one was to read 

the New Testament reading.  Everyday takes about three, at the 

most four minutes.  The second thing was to spend three 

minutes a day in prayer with at least two other people in a 

three-person group.” 

 

 I asked the Lord, “How many folks have been diligent with just 

those two things?”  God answered me and He said, “One out of 

four.”  Now, you all may not think that’s an appropriate figure 

but that’s what God -- He said, “One out of four has been 

diligent.”  And I want to ask today as we prepare to close that 

we recommit ourselves because we’re getting slapped.  We start 

out and it is not because our heart is not here that we don’t want 

to do it, we’re just not diligent.  When it gets a little painful, we 

start slacking off. 

 

 And do you know the blessing, even on our New Testament 

reading, when James, he preached the sermon kicking(ph) 

against the prison(ph) he said, “Do you know that the very verse 

that I preached about on Sunday, that’s the verse for Monday’s 

readings?”  When we were in grief and I didn’t understand, folk 

asked me why in our New Testament reading, why is the Book 

of Acts coming after Matthew?  Because I don’t know.  It’s just 

the way that they were laid out.  I said, I get it but for whatever 

reason, they didn’t want to repeat -- and they got it stacked.  I 

said, “I don’t know.”  But when we were in grief, our New 

Testament reading was about Paul in grief. 

 

 Somehow the reading was lighting up because exact -- God knew 

before the world was formed that we are going to be in grief on 

that time so he sent a New Testament reading schedule to 

parallel that.  You don’t know what deliverance would have 
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come had you have stayed on your New Testament.  You don’t 

know what deliverance would have come.  You see, even with 

our prayer people, we’ve got to have -- that stuff is like -- just 

like in the spirit sword(ph) is in the natural, you need some stuff 

saved up. 

 

00:40:00 

 

 “There’s no time to pray when stuff’s all bust loose.”  You need 

some prayer stored up.  When your car breaks down and your 

motor blows up, and you don’t have a quarter in the bank, that’s 

no time to start saving.  You need it already saved up!  Who 

knows what would have been wrong in your life, had you have 

been diligent with just three minutes to pray every day? 

 

 If God says three out of four people hadn’t been diligent with it, 

I know that’s exactly how many have not been diligent.  And see, 

the things that he gave were little things, three minutes a day of 

reading, three minutes a day of praying. 

 

 We want all of these stuff from the Lord.  We want all of these 

blessings.  God said, “Give me six minutes a day.”  I don’t know 

why, it’s bringing back that -- it’s a rap song by Doug E. Fresh, 

and they used to go, you know, “6 minutes, 6 minutes, 6 

minutes.  Doug E. Fresh you’re on.  You all remember that? 

 

 It was Doug E. Fresh was on in six minutes.  God says six 

minutes.  Six minutes, six minutes, six minutes, you’re on. And 

most of us could not give God diligently six minutes a day. 

 

 We want all of this stuff.  And do you know, just even in the 

value, of two other people that if you even took your wife or your 

husband, and your child, do you know what it would do in your 

home to just give them three minutes. 

 

 There’s a power in the saying, and there’s a personal power in 

obedience.  It’s not in the conscious, it’s in the obedience of the 

thing, and God, when he specifies something for you, I ask.  I 

ask him to make some copies of the sermon that I preached long 

ago called, “Personal and Confidential.” 

 

 It was concerning that 10 personal commands that God had 

given me.  I preached on it years ago, and I went through an 

outland, all of those ten commandments, how it was really 
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beneficial for a whole lot of other people, but they were specific 

to me.  People, do you know when I follow all of the commands 

and when I am diligent on it, do you know first of all, if you ever 

see me up here with so much as a (00:42:26) I have been 

diligent. 

 

 One of the commands that God told me to do was to keep my 

bloodstream coming.  Second, He told me to run seven miles a 

week.  Many of the commands were actually for the physical 

health of my body.  Do you know when I stick on those ten 

commands and don’t deviate and fight that diligence, do you 

know no virus in hell can bother me? 

 

 I can walk outside with no shirt on and it’s freezing, I won’t trip, 

I won’t get a cold.  Nothing’s going to happen to me.  My body is 

got -- because whenever I am diligent in the things, but when I 

slack off unreasonably, I got off of my running program -- it got 

cold, so I didn’t go out and run.  I didn’t substitute and I missed 

it, but two or three weeks just didn’t do anything. 

 

 I went out the other day to start my running.  Before I could 

run, three minutes, my foot went to ache, because when we get 

out of condition, it’s painful trying to get back in condition, and 

whenever you move away from God’s will and His commands, 

it’s always a problem trying to get back.  It is always more 

painful to get back than it was to go away. 

 

 So, whenever you hear God’s Word and when we seek God’s 

Word, so many people say, “Lord, I just want to know the will of 

God for my life,” and God says, “Give me six minutes a day.” 

 

 “Lord, just tell me!  What do you want me to do?  I’d die for you, 

Lord!”  Six minutes.  Six minutes, six minutes you own.  And we 

have a difficulty.  That’s why it’s not so much in the talk, and we 

have to constantly remind ourselves because when we commit to 

it, we really are sincere.  We mean to do it. 

 

 That’s why Jesus, he gave those four types of grounds that the 

seed was cast on, and out of the four types, only one of the 

yielded fruit.  Sometimes, just the cast(ph) of the world comes up 

and we gets so many -- and even though, three minutes isn’t a 

long time, you’ve got this to deal with it, you have this to deal 

with. This and this. 
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 And you just don’t come up with your six minutes to give to God, 

because there’s so much stuff, but if you gave God your six 

minutes -- when I go out and even run, it takes me an hour to do 

to give to that, but do you know, if I give the hour to the 

running, I get back far more energy than I expend out? 

 

00:45:08 

 

 I need less sleep.  I have more vitality.  I feel a whole lot better, 

even though I have to give.  I have to sacrifice the hour to do the 

running, but the reward that I receive back from it is multiples 

of what I sacrificed.  It’s the principle that works in the physical, 

just like it works in -- are you diligent or are you dilly-dally?  

And that’s what God wanted me to tell you today, to be diligent, 

and he told me this. 

 

 He said, “I want you to ask those three out of four people to 

recommit.”  He said, “For not everything.”  He said just one 

time.  Sometimes, and you know -- and don’t get embarrassed 

about this, because 75% of the people listening to me right now 

have not stuck on the program of reading those three minutes of 

New Testament every day and three minutes of prayer.  So, 

don’t feel bad because most people haven’t done it. 

 

 He says this, “Choose one of them, and become diligent in that.”  

And sometimes, when we can’t handle one of that but God will 

take us to another level, and He will build the habit at that 

level, then he’ll move us to another level. 

 

 So, decide, just one.  And you can pass(ph) -- I’m supposed to 

pray and read.  I know that, but you already knew that before 

now.  So, it doesn’t mean that there’s some new revelation.  You 

know you’re supposed to finish praying every day and reading 

your Bible, but He said just take one of them that you would 

diligently do without failing no matter what happens.  You 

either read your New Testament every day or spend your three 

minutes in prayer every day. 

 

 Now, for some of you, this doesn’t even apply in the least bit.  

Some of you read an hour a day, then you spend an hour.  It 

does not apply.  It applies to those three out of four that have 

not been diligent, that have not been faithful, and God wants to 

-- you see, He cannot take you to raising the dead before you can 

heal a cold. 
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 Do you understand that?  You can’t go to -- and it’s like it is.  

Yes, in the natural world, you have got to start dealing with 

some small things.  It’s no -- if you’re going inside a boxing ring, 

you don’t just start our fresh and go against Mike Tyson.  You 

find you some shots(ph). 

 

 And here, you’ll get to the point where you can work(ph) the 

shots.  There, you get there, there’s somebody you find you 

somebody who not quite that big of a chunk, and then you move 

more, then you move to the number one contender.  Then you go 

to tackle Mike. 

 

 You don’t just start out trying to tackle -- so, God is saying I 

need to build the habit of diligence within my people, and if I 

have to start with just three minutes a day of just reading or 

three minutes a day of whatever level I have to, see, the thing is 

to build a habit. 

 

 Once you start building habits, those habits will follow you 

throughout life, and a lot of times -- I remember one instance we 

had here of a person who used to attend the ark(ph) years ago, 

and I told him, I said, “Look.”  I said, “You’ve got to break habits.  

You’ve had a habit all of your life of never staying anywhere 

longer than two years.”  I said, “You’ve never stayed at a job 

longer than two years.  You’ve never stayed in a relationship.  

You’ve never stayed in a House of God.” 

 

 I said, “You’ve been here and it’s coming on close to two years.”  

I said, “You have got to learn how to change the habit of what 

you’ve been doing.”  I said, “You need to start with the House of 

God.” 

 

 Because what would happen?  Whatever habit we’ve been in, it’s 

a demon that’s got a hold of us, and if you don’t break it and 

when it’s two years, and they stayed for two and a half years, 

and then that old habit got.  God will try to work with us where 

we are, but in order to be diligent, it always requires a sacrifice. 

 

 One of my ten commandments that God gave me, up at five 

o’clock in the morning for prayer, in the bed by 11:00 p.m.  Those 

are sacrifices.  It takes some pain to do that.  But whenever I do 

it, I feel that in my spirit, nothing can upset me, because I’m 
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freed up.  I miss my prayer two or three mornings and stuff go to 

getting on my nerves. 

 

 Everything that God has given us to do, everything that is in 

His Word is for our benefit, and he wants to reward us, but we 

must seek him diligently. 

 

00:50:00 

 

 And what I want you to do as we prepare to close this.  For those 

of you that want to recommit yourself just to the one thing, and 

some leads to a pack(ph), I don’t do both on that.  I heard what 

you said, enough.  Just one.  Just start with one because some 

got it, just start with one.  If you haven’t been faithful on the 

host, start with one.  I want you to get out a piece of paper, write 

it down, you will either read the New Testament daily, or you’re 

going to pray three minutes -- write now one thing that I want 

you to just come up and put it in my hand.  You don’t have to 

sign your name on it or anything.  Just on a blank -- and don’t 

like -- don’t -- all of us people go through ups and downs and 

don’t you understand this is what happened with the disciples? 

 

 Jesus had a problem with them.  Remember when he was -- 

have little faith.  He said, “Take a -- pray with me one hour.”  He 

said, “Can’t you all pray with me one hour.”  And see, it was 

required more of the disciples, he required an hour, but they 

can’t hang in that hour. So it is with us and God tries to take us 

where we are, and he’ll take us from level to level to level to 

level. 

 

 But he wants to change us from being dilly-dally into being 

diligent so you can be in demand of God the reward.  You can go 

be seated after this.  All I want you to do is just bring it up, put 

it in my hand, and it is your commitment unto God that you 

shall be diligent under this one thing, and when you can start 

being diligent under one thing, then you can start being diligent 

onto two things with no sense (00:51:42) same things, so we can 

first get the diligence of the one thing.  And God, this is what 

God wants his people -- and people, this is not a promise to me, 

this is a promise to God, but it is a promise to God for you.  And 

this is what God wants all of us to get to the point where we are 

diligent with his word, with his will, and with that he tells us to 

do. 
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 Simple things, simple things.  And you watch what happens.  

God told three out of four, he wasn’t kidding.  And these are the 

things, this is the diligence.  He is the reward.  You must believe 

he is a reward of them that diligently seek him.  You must 

believe it just to even be pleasing under God, you must believe 

he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 

 

 So, what this is doing -- it is moving you to the point of where 

you are a diligent seeker.  But how can you demand the reward?  

Are we able to go to God and say, “Lord look, I’ve been diligent 

with you to -- when I’ve been diligent on my program, I can tell 

every pain that even tried to come in.”  “Lord,” I said, “Look, I 

did you what you told me to do.”  You can’t bring this on us, tell 

that devil to cast his own way from him.  But now, when I have 

not been faithful, and he told me to do it, I had the opened the 

door for demonic attack by my disobedience. 

 

 And God wants us right now to move into the realm of the 

diligence.  And people, just watch -- just watch the change, just 

watch what happens.  You got a right to demand when you’ve 

been diligent, you have a right -- in order to make God happy, in 

order to please him, you’ve got to believe that he is the reward of 

those men.  Diligence seeking out (00:54:06). 

 

 Now understand this principle, as you are diligent in the little 

things, God will start giving you bigger things to be diligent 

with.  As your level increases, he’s not going to leave you with 

just three minutes a day of preaching God’s words, but you don’t 

need him trying to give you to say the word, he can’t depend on 

you three minutes.  You understand what I’m saying? 

 

 So, always understand as you master(ph) God will never leave 

you for long in your comfort zone.  He is going to always stretch 

you to be bigger, to be better and to be bolder than what you are.  

He will always take you to another arena, but he cannot take 

you to the next level until you first master the level where you 

are and then he’ll take it, so don’t think that he’s going to leave 

you with this, but he cannot take you to that if you’re the person 

not diligent(ph). 

 

00:55:14 


