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Nathaniel Bronner: Turn up your Bible today to the Third Chapter of the 

Book of Proverbs, Third Chapter of the Book of Proverbs.  This is 

one of those messages where it has the power to instantly and 

forever make a change in the rest of your life.  There are very 

few messages that I have ever really preached like that, very 

few that I have ever heard like that.  There were lots that make 

you feel good, but you forget it by the time you walk out of the 

church to do it. 

 

 You forget it by the time you get to listen to it on television.  But 

every now and then, there comes a message that if you truly 

listen to it, it changes behavior and it changes the results of 

what you get for the rest of your life, this is one of these 

messages.  If you can feel, and heed, what I'm about to tell you 

today, it will change the rest of your life. 

 

 It is like a drop of pure dark red, blood added to a glass of 

crystal-clear water.  It is a small drop and a small seed, but 

when it goes into the water, it changes it and it colors it forever.  

And as life, so, shall this message be today.  First of all, it’s not 

going to be the first time you have heard of it.  But if you open 

your ears, it will be the first time it may hits you. 

 

 Turn to your neighbor and say, “I’ve heard, but I didn’t hear it.”  
It would be the first time -- it may hit you, but it’s not the first 

time that you’ve heard of it.  And we’d be studying today from 

Proverbs 3rd Chapter, the 9th and 10th Verses. 

 

 And it reads, “Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the 

firstfruits of all thine increase:  So, shall thy barns be filled with 

plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.” 
 

 When I first really had this thing hit me, I was at my 

grandmother’s house, precisely at Georgia, a few days ago.  And 

she was there in the den watching television and she had TV in 

on and there was a minister that I had never seen before, never 

seen since, had never heard off.  And he wasn’t preaching, he 

was just talking. 

 

 But he began talking about something that made me realize 

something and it hit me.  Though I have heard it and it never 

hit me and it hit me and all types of revelation begin to open up 

and it began to pour forth and I knew I had to tell you this, this 

morning whether it hits you or not.  It is something that if you 
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grab, it will change the rest of your life.  Honor the Lord with 

thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:  So, 

shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst 

out with new wine.  And the subject today comes from that 

second stanza of that, “and with the firstfruits of all thine 

increase.”  
 

 I'm preaching today just from simple short word, first.  Turn to 

your neighbor and tell them, “First.” First, not second, not third, 

not fourth, first.  First, this message is primarily for tidings, so 

that means, for many of you, is not going to hit, because you’re 

not even in the position to get hit.  Do you know sometimes, for 

something to hit you, you got to be even standing in the way, for 

it to hit you. 

 

 Do you know sometimes, even for knowledge, or for revelation, 

or even for blessing to hit you, you got to be in the path of the 

same.  This message is primarily for (00:04:32) like myself.  And 

maybe a non-(00:04:38) it may hit you and may open up some 

revelation into your mind.  And normally, when you preach, 

you’re giving, and all pastors will tell me that, whenever you 

preach, you’re even the church is, real quiet. 

 

 You don’t get a lot of aim here, you’re not going to get a lot of 

pooping, hollering and clapping, and standing up and dancing 

around whenever you preach on getting the church and get, real, 

real quiet. 

 

00:05:02 

 

  For that’s why God told me to preach where they gave you 

without apology.  So, I'm going to tell you what the Lord said, 

and what he revealed whether you clap, or not doesn’t make a 

difference.  I'm going to tell you and if you stand in the way and 

allow the revelation to hit you and to make a change, that’s 

going to be up to you.  But I'm going to tell you anyhow, 

certainly, He is going to tell us anyhow. 

 

  I’ve been a (00:05:26) since I was 21 years old.  I was a preacher 

in a Baptist church and I’ve heard Reverend William on his 

border standup and say, “Tithing is what God says to do.” And 

you’re even going to do it or not, just make up your mind.  He 

didn’t make a long speech on it, he didn’t make an emotional 

plea on it, he didn’t go into blessing and cursing.  All he did was, 
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if what God says to do, you make up your mind whether you’re 

going to do it or not. 

 

 And from that point on, something it hit me, it hit me the first 

time and I knew it was the Word of God, and I said, “I'm going to 

do this thing.”  And from that point on, I became a steady and I 

became a consistent tithe, but not until a few days ago, 

something opened up my eyes and I understood that in reality, 

according to God’s power, I wouldn’t even tithing. 

 

 And I had to have a revelation to hit me and that’s why, see, 

that's why you can never bestow something that you don’t have 

yourself.  And the reason I could have never tolerate this 

principle, because it was something, I wasn’t doing myself, I 

didn’t have it and if I didn’t have it, I couldn’t give it to you.  You 

can never transfer what you don’t have yourself first and I stood 

and talked with all of these years about the Word of God, even 

though I have been giving one tenth or more of everything I 

earned by the Word of God, I wasn’t even tithing. 

 

 And when I heard and when I understood the revelation, stuff 

just being to fall forth on it.  And you see, I always given and as 

a matter of fact, traditionally, even before I became pastor, I was 

the largest giver in the church.  So, I always put my money and 

I never had -- I remember, when my mother first found that I 

was tithing, she found it out, because the preacher read it at the 

end of the year, they put everybody’s amount, how much they’ve 

given in the books, they just published it.  So, everyone knew 

how much everyone had given.  

 

 And when my mother looked at mine, and she saw that I had 

given, she said, “Boy, you’re nearly giving as much as I have.”  
But see, I was making at first in a minimum wage at the time.  I 

wasn’t making a whole lot of money.” But that was I made; I’d 

do this again.  I was making $150 a week.  So, I put in $15 a 

week.  That’s was my tithing.  That’s how much I put in, and 

that’s what had hit me and I began – and at that age, I was with 

my brother, Dale’s first tithe, but before we ever got a church.  

Every day, I would write him out checks and give him 12 checks 

in advance. 

 

 So, he was already paid from the start.  So, if it was something 

that was only that I always did.  It was there, then I begin to 

understand and when saw the revelation and heard it the other 
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day, I realized, that I really wasn’t even tithing by God’s law.  

Seven years, I have given 20% of my income, I had literally 

doubled the tithe and I still wasn’t doing it right.  I give often 

beyond the time, but I have never tithed according to the Word 

of God.  And as a result, I have missed half of my blessings.  

Turn to your neighbor and say, “Half the blessing.” 
 

 You see, I don’t know about you people, but I need all my 

blessings.  I don’t want half of anything.  My wife will tell you, 

I'm not a half-way man.  Whatever my wife will tell you about 

someone else, about her, you got to understand, they absolutely 

don’t compare me with anybody, don’t even compare with 

anybody doing average.  I don’t want anything to do with 

something that is not complete, and something that is not just 

taught and if it’s something I want, I want the best of it. 

 

 I don’t want half.  And I have been getting half of my blessings, 

and some of you are, have even got half of your blessings.  Your 

blessing is all stored and locked up, and some of you cannot 

understand why I'm getting ready to tell you and I'm getting to 

deal with the principle, and hopefully, open up some 

understanding with you.  I don’t circle me quite on first, made 

first.   Even this morning, as we were getting ready to -- I was 

there typing out my sermon and the power went out in the 

house.  First time, that it has ever happened, right in the middle 

of the sermon, just the whole house went black, about 7 o’clock 

this morning.  Two things that indicated, first of all, I told you to 

be we’re getting to this, and going to our three days of prayer. 

 

00:10:00 

 

 The first session is on power.  Power went out this morning but I 

had a generator.  Everyone else in the whole neighborhood, their 

houses were black.  I had to put on my shoes and go outside and 

pull the cord.  But I cranked up the generator and I had already 

had it wired up, all I had to do was crank it up and flip the 

switch and all the lights in my house were on.  So, even so, 

everyone else’s power was out.  I have power.  I was blessed in 

the midst of famine. 

 

 Now, I didn’t have as much power as I needed.  Because my wife 

went in to cook breakfast and all of a sudden, I was there 

working with the computer with the power on, all of a sudden, 

everything just got dim.  I said, “Pudding, what are you doing?”  
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She said, “I’m toasting some bread and I’m cooking.”  I said, 

“The generator won’t pull all of that.”  I said, “It’s just enough 

for the lights and the basic necessities.”  I said, “You can’t toast 

bread and microwave and get everything turned (00:11:04).”  I 

said, “No, please.  It won’t pull it all of that.  You’ve got to cut 

some of this stuff off.” 
 

 So, you see, I had power but I didn’t have full power.  I was half-

blessed, so I was blessed more than anyone out there in the 

block because no one else had any power at all, I didn’t have full 

power.  And that’s what is just happening, even with my so-

called tithes, I’ve got half of my blessings but I never had all of 

the full blessings.  I was operating on half power and the reason 

I was operating over half power was because of the principle of 

“first.” 
 

 You see, God did not just command the fruits; He commanded 

the firstfruits.  And I’m going to read through these scriptures, 

there’s several of them so you don’t have to turn.  At Genesis 

Chapter 4 Verses 3 through 5.  “And in process of time it came to 

pass, that Cain brought the fruit of the ground an offering unto 

the Lord.  And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock 

and of the fat thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Abel and 

to his offering: But unto Cain and to his offering he had not 

respect.” 
 

 There was actually (00:12:32) nothing wrong with the fruit 

offering because you had several offerings that were grain 

offerings and they were vegetable offerings; the problem with 

the first offerings was, and it was only an offering of his fruit but 

it was not an offering of his firstfruits.  When Abel brought his, 

he brought the first of his flock. 

 

 In Exodus 22:29, “Thou shalt not delay to offer the first of thy 

ripe fruits, and of thy liquors: the firstborn of thy sons shalt thou 

give unto me.  Likewise, shalt thou do with thine oxen, and with 

thy sheep: seven days it shall be with his dam; on the eighth day 

thou shalt give it me.” 
 

 Exodus 13:12, “That thou shalt set apart unto the Lord all that 

open the womb.  That is every firstborn that comes from an 

animal which you have.  The male shall be the Lord’s.  With 

every firstborn of a donkey, you shall redeem with a lamb.  And 

if you do not redeem it, then you should break its neck.  And all 
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the firstborn of men among your son, you shall redeem.”  And it 

goes on and on and on. 

 

 Leviticus 27:26, “But a firstborn of animals, which should be the 

Lord’s firstborn, no man shall dedicate; whether it is an ox or 

sheep, it is the Lord’s.” 
 

 Numbers 18:15, “Everything that opens the matrix in all flesh, 

which they bring to the Lord, whether it be of men or beasts, 

shall be mine.”  God said, “The first shall be mine.”  “The 

firstfruits, the first of that increase(ph) shall be mine.”  And the 

problem that I was having, I wasn’t giving God the first; I was 

just giving God way of it came and then(ph). 

 

 Sometimes with my tithes, I couldn’t tell you where the money 

came from.  You see, all I was concerned about was that I gave 

him 10% of what I made.  I didn’t care where I got the money, 

spending all this money, double up next month.  And I said to 

myself, “What difference does that make?”  All I need to do is 

just make sure I put in 10%.  “What difference does it make that 

it is first?” 
 

 There’s a big difference.  See, anytime God makes a specific -- 

over and over -- He was specific.  “I don’t want just any animal.  

I don’t want just any part of it.  I want the first.”  Do you all 

understand what first means?  It means not second, not third.  It 

means first.  He said, “I don’t want just any animal.” 
 

00:15:02 

 

 “I don’t care if you get a thousand of them.  I want the first one.”  
That’s the main thing that He qualified it, as the first. 

 

 So, what difference does it make just because it’s the first?  

There is a power in the first in everything.  Let me break it 

down to you really good level where you can understand -- real 

clear.  Every one of you out there that’s not virgins.  You 

remember the place, the who, the circumstances -- I don’t care if 

you’re 80 years old.  But every one of you that’s out there that’s 

not virgins.  You remember the first time.  You remember who it 

was.  You remember how it was.  You remember the 

surroundings.  You remember all the details.  There’s something 

that’s burned into your system about the first. 
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 Now, let me break it down to you again where you’ll understand 

it clearly.  You remember everything about the first; you don’t 
remember a thing about the third.  You don’t remember a thing 

about your third time.  But your first time; you can go down 

detail after detail after detail no matter how long ago it’s been.  

There is a power in the spirit.  There is something sacred, there 

is something that is of special power and special significance 

about the first. 

 

 God said, “Bring me your firstfruits.”  And when I heard this 

thing, and it hit my spirit.  I made up my mind right then and 

right there.  Because you see, I have my check actually mailed to 

the Ark every month on clockwork.  Same amount every time, 

every month, it’s mailed.  I make sure it’s never -- that’s the way 

I now had it set up, but it’s not the first. 

 

 And as I begin to see and I begin to understand the power of the 

first, God, first of all, told you that about your increase, about 

your fruit(ph), your money, first of all, it’s close to your heart.  I 

don’t care who you are, I don’t care how spiritual you are.  I just 

don’t care.  Your money is close to your heart.  And when folks 

fool with your money, I just don’t care who you are, how 

spiritual you are; your money -- there may be somebody sitting 

up in the Himalayan somewhere that their money’s not close to 

them.  I’ve never met him. 

 

 Everyone that I know, preachers included, their money is close 

to their heart.  It may not be the first and it’s close in there.  

That money is close to their heart.  So, God is sending me 

something that is close to you.  Something that is precious.  I 

was your first.  And I began to see as I, first of all, made up my 

mind about this thing.  It changed the way that I began to think. 

 

 When I said, “Lord, from here on out, I’ve got to write three 

checks every month.  Because I get three checks.”  I get paid 

from Bronner Brothers every two weeks.  I get paid from my 

company once a month.  So, I get three checks.  I said, “Lord, 

I’ve got to write now instead of one check, I’ve got to write three 

checks.”  But I’m going to make sure that before I spend a dime 

on that money, that check is written and it’s on its way.  I’m 

going to give God his money first.  And when I made that 

decision, something changed in me because see, whenever you 

make a decision about your money, it affects everything else. 
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 And my wife didn’t even understand it.  When I got home and I 

called her and I told her when I came to the Weekend Word on 

Friday, I said, “Pudding, we’ve got to do something to change 

(00:19:15) because right now he plays his games on Friday 

evening.”  And I said, “We’ve got to do something to change it.”  
She said, “Why?”  I said, “Because he needs to be in church.”  
She says, “Why?”  And I didn’t have time to fully explain it then 

but you see, when I made the decision to put my money to God 

first, it started bringing everything else in life.  And everything I 

started to think about, I said, “I’ve got to put God--.” 
 

 When you put that which is precious to you first.  You start to 

put, everything else will start to line up with things and even 

this morning.  My wife wasn’t sure about coming to church 

because she had hurt her toes.  She’s on crutches this morning. 

 

00:20:00 

 

 And normally, she asked me, she said, “Babe, I don’t know about 

coming to church because I don’t know if I can go up the steps.  

My toe is still hurting.”  I said, “You’re going to church this 

morning.”  And she didn’t understand why but something had 

hit my spirit that says from here on out, I will put my money to 

God first.  “I’m putting your toes to God first.” 
 

 When that thing hits your spirit and when you start doing that 

thing with your money -- that’s why God said, “I want the first.”  
That’s why of the ten commandments, the first commandment 

says, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.”  He said, “I 
have got to be first.” 

 

 Jesus said, “Thou shall love the Lord Thy God with all my heart 

and with all my soul and with all my mind.”  This is the first 

commandment.  So, there’s a thing about first.  Whatever God 

tells you to put something first, you see, that’s why if you ever, 

you ever let a deal(ph) get before God.  This is your first deal.  

Your first deal is to God and if you put your life beyond 

(00:21:19) and sometimes, (00:21:21) it wasn’t even a matter of 

allocation of resources, I wouldn’t want it short because I 

already have that. 

 

 I say half that.  See, even God half-blessings, pretty good.  I 

mean, God comes see his poor blessing as a fund of more than 

you can even handle.  Well, I can handle what I got.  So, I got a 
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half blessing, a full blessing of even more than I can even handle 

but I am half blessed and I was still awesomely blessed.  So, it 

wasn’t a matter of allocation, it was a matter of spirit.  That 

everything else -- I pay first.  And I knew I was going to get to 

God but it was a lack of days with your spirit. 

 

 That’s why God said, “In your mind and in your spirit; I must be 

first.”  Even in our worship sometimes.  We get caught up in 

need(ph).  “So, what if don’t get out of this?” or “Is it going to 

make me feel good?”  It’s going to bless me with that.  It’s 

supposed to be God first.  Just like a mother and a child.  For 

those of you that have children and mothers know this.  When 

you really love something, my wife will put that child before her 

and me. 

 

 That child will be fed before she will eat.  And she has to stay up 

all night long and not sleep for three to four days; she would do 

it to see about the child.  She will make sure that she is careful 

about what she puts in her body about breasting; if it weren’t for 

the child, she would eat it.  But with the child breastfeed, she 

said, “No.  I can’t have this stuff going in the milk with my 

baby.”  She puts the child first, that’s the way we need to put 

God in our life. 

 

 And you see, whenever you put God first just is like if you really 

put a child and you care about the child and nurse the child, 

sooner or later, the child will grow up and take care of you.  

Don’t you know that if you put God first, He will bless you 

beyond imagine(ph).  And if you put him first, you all wouldn’t 
have to deal with so many seconds and thirds.  Sometimes, we 

have to deal with seconds and thirds because we don’t put God 

fourth down to this. 

 

 That’s why when Jesus told the fishermen, they’ve been out 

there fishing all night long, “Throw your net over there.”  The 

minute they threw it in -- then come a big catch(ph).  If we put 

God first, sometimes, we wouldn’t have to deal with all these 

seconds and thirds and fourths or all the stuff in our life.  If we 

put God first, sometimes the first business(ph) that we go in.  If 

we put God first, your first marriage that we go in.  If we put 

God first, God will see and put us first.  And He can give us 

things first but so often, we got to go way down on the list. 
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 Turn your Bible to Deuteronomy Chapter 21.  I want you to read 

this and I want you to understand this.  So, when I saw this, 

this is real hit.  And you need to see this and you need to 

understand the principle of first.  Whatever fruit you get, first, 

before anything else, first needs to come to God.  First needs to 

be God before anything else.  First and some of you will tell just 

like, “Do that, learn that, but I won’t have enough for my other 

stuff.”  What kind of faith is that?  I mean, you’re talking about 

an (00:24:58) God.  You got faith on a god that owns everything; 

that holds all power in his hand, and you’re worried about your 

life getting cut off if you do what God says. 

 

00:25:10 

 

 What kind of faith is that?  Part of the reason that with a life cut 

off, I am guaranteed everyone’s life cut off, they haven’t been 

putting God first.  Because if you put God first, you keep the 

lights.  In a spiritual sense and in a physical sense.  And see, if I 

had been putting God first, I would have one of the generators 

that could have handled Pudding’s toast.  But I was half blessed.  

In my next house, I’m going to get one of the big generators.  

That kind of when the power goes off, it’s got an auto switch and 

also, you all will see it’s just blink. 

 

 See, I was half blessed.  I’m still in the light and my rest of the 

neighborhood is dark, but I was half blessed.  If I have been fully 

blessed, I’d have one of big generators and Pudding’s going to be 

in there cooking the toast, and turning on the microwave.  She 

could have been able to do all that stuff without a (00:26:02) but 

I was half blessed.  And I was a half in the dark, I had to cut 

back on some stuff. 

 

 If we just put God first; Deuteronomy Chapter 21 Verse 15, and 

I reads: “If a man have two wives, one beloved, and another 

hated, and they have born him children, both the beloved and 

the hated; and if the firstborn son be hers that was hated: Then 

it shall be, when he maketh his sons to inherit that which he 

hath, that he may not make the son of the beloved firstborn 

before the son of the hated, which is indeed the firstborn: But he 

shall acknowledge the son of the hated for the firstborn, by 

giving him a double portion of all that he hath: for he is the 

beginning of his strength; the right of the firstborn is his.” 
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 “Now, pastor, what does that mean?  Are you telling me to go 

out and get two wives and all?”  No, that’s not -- I’m not.  This is 

a parable dealing with some things on a higher spiritual 

principle(ph). 

 

 It says if a man has two wives, one that he loved, one that he 

hated; he has the one that he hated give him the son first.  She 

is the one that has produced the firstborn.  She is the one that 

has produced the first.  And the Bible says that no matter how 

much this man hates this woman and no matter how much he 

loved this other woman, by the right of law, firstborn child 

always got a double portion. 

 

 God has said, “No matter how you feel about it, this is the first 

fruit.  And by my word, I must give the first fruit dough(ph).”  
“Pastor, what does that mean?  Are you talking about children?”  
No, I’m not.  This thing is deeper than that.  You see, in this 

instance, the womb that which born the fruit represents our 

economics.  It represents our job.  It represents our business. 

 

 And see, some of us have jobs that we hate.  Can’t stand them.  

You just get what you got to be there.  Can’t stand them.  

Sometimes you’re in business but you really don’t like it.  If you 

really don’t -- this thing is really not your fulfillment.  And if you 

hear the big game tomorrow, you go ahead and tell that boss 

he’s just goes -- some of us are in jobs like that’s where we really 

don’t want to be there. 

 

 It enters in our hearts and we really hate this place; we don’t 
have a love for this; not a beloved.  But yet, it is a thing that 

produces the fruit.  It is the thing that feeds our children and 

keep the roof over our head and clothes on our backs, we don’t 
love it.  We sometimes despise that we wish we could get away 

from it but it produces the fruit and God said, “By my word, if 

you take the fruit and make this fruit first, even though you 

hate it, I must double(ph).” 
 

 Even though you hate this job, if you take the fruit from the 

womb of this job that you hate and you make this thing firstborn 

onto me and consecrate it, if you follow my law, I must abide by 

my word and even though it is from a hated womb by you, I 

must double. 

 

00:30:09 
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 When I saw this principle and began to understand it, I saw how 

much I had been missing even with my tithes and you see, it 

wouldn’t have increased the amount of money that I gave to God 

one penny.  The penny would have done -- it makes a difference 

and a change of spirit.  Every firstborn child, firstborn male by 

the Bible got double.  You got something when you are second, 

third, fourth, or fifth child but you got double when you are 

firstborn.  And I knew, especially, this message was designed 

and it was made to be delivered until (00:30:49). 

 

 Gringo came up and he gave me a note.  Gringo, do you 

remember what the note says?  What does the note say?  Who 

wrote the note?  Nobody remember what -- who wrote the note?  

Tell me what the note -- what does it say?  It says, “Wish Tanya 

Hester(ph) a happy birthday.”  Now, you notice that I left the 

pulpit in the song(ph) and I walked out with Tanya Hester to 

tell them what I asked you.  First, it’s the first time and I said, 

“What order of you in the children?”  She said, “I’m a firstborn.”  
God would even say, “Nobody ever handed me a note, I wish 

somebody happy birthday.”  This is a figure telling you about the 

birth order, if you put God first and it was saying a wish happy 

birthday for a firstborn. 

 

 God is trying to tell you this money, he’s trying to burn(ph) some 

stuff into you but He’s got to get your first.  You’ve been giving 

him seconds and thirds and fourths, He’s got to get your first.  

The game is coming on.  Two top teams so you choose to stay 

and watch the game instead of putting God first.  Whatever it is 

God is trying to tell you, you’ve been putting it down.  And see, I 

was doing pretty good.  It is not a matter of “pretty good”; I’m 

blessed.  I’m blessed, can you imagine(ph), but I’m only getting 

half my blessing.  If I had done and the reason that I hadn’t 
done it is because I had heard it but it has never hit me. 

 

 First, God is trying to show us some things.  Over in Mark, 6th 

Chapter, you don’t have to turn there.  But when Jesus had just 

got from (00:32:59) to find the loaves of the fishes and He said 

all of these thousands of people -- then He left and He walked 

out on the ship and the stone and conned(ph) all of that.  And 

after that, in Mark 6th Chapter, 52nd Verse, it says this: “For 

they considered not the miracle of the loaves: for their heart was 

hardened.”  The New Living Translation puts it like this.  “They 

still didn’t understand the significance of the miracle of the 
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multiplied loaves for their hearts were hard and they did not 

leave.”  What does that have to do with this?” 
 

 I asked God, I said, “Lord, I see clearly now the principle of first.  

I know without a shadow of a doubt and I will, from this point 

on, every time I get it, the first shall go to You.”  Do you know, 

often times you go in business and they got a frame on the wall 

and in it has a dollar?  It’s their first dollar.  That was never 

supposed to be their dollar.  That’s the mentality that we have.  

We’re going in and there in the business, there’s a dollar on the 

wall and it’s their first dollar -- that’s God’s dollar. 

 

 See, some of us have got God’s dollar.  And He didn’t want 

another dollar.  You don’t see another dollar.  See, sometimes 

you’re giving Him another dollar.  He never commanded for the 

other dollar; he wanted the first dollar.  So, the dollar -- and 

when I saw that, I said, “If I ever open up a retail business when 

I got money, I’m going to put a dollar on the wall but I’m going 

to put it under that this is our a second dollar.”  And when folk 

come in and they’ll look at it and they’ll see second dollar.  

They’ll ask, “I thought that was supposed to be the first dollar.”  
And it allowed to even the opportunity to witness the first dollar 

is not yours. 

 

00:35:01 

 

 And if you take what is not yours -- see, sometimes, people, you 

can have things -- two things of identical value.  C. Elijah has a 

Lexus and someone else -- what year is your Lexus, C. Elijah?  

So, 94 Lexus.  Now, someone else would drive up with a 95 

Lexus.  And they could be, and still, C. Elijah’s Lexus and leave 

him the 95 Lexus.  But there’s a problem in that because that 

isn’t their Lexus. 

 

 Even though it is of equivalent or maybe even greater value, 

when God said, “I want the first of your flock,” you could have 

had a lamb coming out -- the first, that first lamb may have been 

skinny, you could have had a second lamb coming out, he’s big, 

strong, fluffy.  He could have been a much prettier lamb but that 

was not what God said.  God said, “Give me the first.”  So, if it 

isn’t yours, it isn’t yours. 

 

 And I have been taking some of God’s money.  And it was all 

mixed up with my money and I didn’t know whether it was the 
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first, second, third, or fourth and when that happens, so many 

things in your life, with your time, with your focus, with your 

energy into the same thing.  Going to start getting off -- you 

start giving God second, third, fourth, fifth, and sixth, and 

seventh that it’s going to get your (00:36:27), you won’t be given 

(00:36:28). 

 

 God says, “I want first.”  So, that as I read that scripture, Mark 

6:52, it says they still didn’t understand the significance of the 

miracle of the multiplied loaves for their hear was hardened.  

They did not believe.  These were the disciples after he just got 

to see these miracles of multiplication. 

 

 Some of you all consider some genuine finances and you have 

seen some miracles to get you out of that stuff.  You have seen 

the miracles of -- you know how were you going to eat.  And you 

see miracles happen.  And the disciples -- after seeing all the 

miracles of the loaves being blessed.  After seeing the sea calm 

and them saved from the storm, after all of this, the Bible said 

and people sees what the disciples. 

 

 The Bible says their hearts were heartened and they didn’t 
believe.  And I asked God, I said, “Lord, how in the world am I 

going to get the people to believe first?”  And Jesus did all these 

miracles in front of the disciples.  And they still didn’t believe.  I 

don’t have any miracles.  It’s not like I could just stand here and 

just wave and all of a sudden, money will be piled -- it will start 

piling up.  Or even just pulling(ph) any kind of miracle. 

 

 I don’t have any kind of miracle to show the folk yet.  He said, 

“Find loaves of bread and some couple fishes and feed 5,000 

folks.”  And then when they got through, they have more leftover 

than when they started.  The disciples saw all of these.  They 

saw, “Lord, if I could just eat that --.”  And he had listened, and 

it was a big boost(ph), got to be something (00:38:17).  I said, “I 
don’t have any miracle to show the folk.  The disciples didn’t 
even believe with all these miracles.  How in the world am I 

going to get the folk to understand first?” 
 

 If the disciple sees all of these, still had their hearts hardened.  

And still didn’t believe.  And God took me to a Verse, turn to 

John Chapter 20.  And He said, “This is simply what you tell 

them.”  And sometimes, people, you can see it very plainly in the 
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words of principle of the first.  There’s a power of the first one 

even within my family. 

 

 To those of you that were here this Friday on the Weekend 

Word, there was a lady there that I talked about that has been 

to a bible study class that my father used to take me.  And I told 

you, I couldn’t even remember how old I was when I started 

going to that class because I was so young.  I thought I was 

maybe five or eight years old. 

 

 My mother told me, she said, “Son, you can’t remember how old 

you were when you went there.”  I said, “Why not?”  She said, 

“Because that’s where you were christened(ph).”  I said, “What?”  
She said, “You were the only one of the children that was 

christened.  So, all of the rest of them were baptized, but you 

were the only one who was christened.”  And then I began to 

understand it and read God’s word.  God required dedication of a 

firstborn.  And I don’t think my father and mother even 

understood what they were doing, but He required dedication of 

a firstborn of every fruit of your womb. 

 

00:40:04 

 

 And your womb is anything that nurtures and incubates first 

something, anything that gives birth.  So whether it’s your job or 

whether it’s your business, whatever it is, it is your womb and 

He says the first that show -- and what’s it called -- and show it 

says, the first that shall reach the matrix, which was the womb, 

the first is God, not Jesus. 

 

 It is God.  So, I asked God, so how much did Jesus see that His 

disciples seeing all the faithful still have hard hearts.  And he 

took me to John Chapter 20 Verse 29.  And it reads like this: 

“Jesus saith unto him.”  He was talking to Thomas, the doubter.  

“Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou 

hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, yet have 

believed.” 
 

 You may not have seen one of those things what I called these 

overt miracles.  I’ve never seen one, where I could have just said 

is -- I’ve had a whole lot of supernatural things happen, but I’ve 

never just seen what I would call a, scientifically documentable 

overt miracle, but yet I’ve never seen it, but I’ve seen God’s 

hands.  I’ve seen miracles on both ends.  I’ve seen miracles in 
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most occasions and I’ve seen the miracles of curses due to 

disobedience.  I’ve seen both ends. 

 

 People, God, there’s no other gods before Him.  No questions, no 

apologies.  He wants to be first in your life and it begins with 

your pocketbook.  See, sometimes that’s not all of it, there’s a big 

difference because if you can’t, that’s why He talked so much in 

the Old Testament about the sacrifice.  That’s why even the New 

Testament is all based on a sacrifice by one man.  So, sacrifice is, 

all through The Word.  Jesus put God first. 

 

 Power of the first.  And if you give God your first, that thing 

causes a change of spirit that will go all throughout the whole 

world.  Jesus said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and all the 

other things will be handed to you.”  This Word this morning is 

like, what Reverend Porter spoke to me 25 years ago.  You’re 

either going to do it, or you’re not.  The Word is true and that 

there is no question.  You either fulfill it or you’re not. 

 

 But I stand behind its 100 percent.  If you give God your first, 

He’ll give you best.  You won’t lack, things will multiply in your 

world.  Stuff will happen in your spirit.  God commanded me to 

get up every morning, at five in the morning and even as I begin 

to understand the principle of first, I begin to understand it.  He 

says, “I want the first thing you do every day to be for Me.” 
 

 So, when I wake up every morning, it’s the first something I 

have to go to the bathroom first, but by the time, it’s the first 

thing I have to do this morning.  But in principle, God I want 

the first thing you do every day, put me first.  That’s why He 

didn’t have any prayer at noon time.  Because I was doing a 

whole lot of other stuff.  Firstborn and that’s why I knew when 

the birthday -- I didn’t know when you were born or whether you 

had older sisters or brothers, and that’s why I had to come ask 

Him. 

 

 When I asked Him, He said, “I am the first.”  He confirmed the 

message that the divine authority and power for you today.  The 

decision is yours.  Know how quiet in here (00:44:46).  The 

decision is yours.  You either go do it or not.  And God is bound 

like, the laws and the hated wife. 

 

00:45:00 
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 When you give Him your first, even if it is something that you 

don’t like, He is bound by The Word to put a double fortune in it. 

 

 So, from this point on, I shall give God first fruits for all of my 

endeavors and I have no question, not a doubt in The Word.  

God calls now folks, that maybe the Lord calling you like this.  

That may be the Lord on the other end.  Sometimes he has sent 

you a wakeup call just to let you know that he’s trying to call 

some of you right now.  That’s only the second time that you’ve 

had a phone ring in a Sunday. 

 

 Do you remember the other time that it rang?  I spoke with Him 

on a million-dollar cellphone.  God is sending -- He says, 

“Nothing is accidental.”  So, he’ll even send – and you all just got 

to cancel.  See, He’s calling, but you’re not answering.  That is 

The Word, no apologies.  Because it’s giving you an opportunity 

to take you to a level of everything in your life and as long as 

you put God first, He shall put you first and you shall truly 

never lack and you shall double His (00:46:29). 

 

00:46:31 
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