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Nathaniel Bronner: Open your Bibles to the Book of John the 14th Chapter.  

The Book of John 14th Chapter.  And the 27th verse, John 

14:27 and this one verse is the prime verse that I’ll be 

speaking from briefly today.  “Peace I leave with you, my 

peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto 

you.  Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 

afraid.”  I want to read that same verse in the New Living 

Translation.  “I am leaving you with a gift, peace of mind 

and heart.  And the peace I give isn’t like the peace the 

world gives.  So, don’t be troubled or afraid.”  And I want 

to speak to you today from the subject of “The Gift That 

Jesus Left.”  Christmas is the season that we focus on 

giving and receiving of gifts.  And yet, there is a gift that 

Jesus gave.  He gave to all of us the gift of peace, the gift 

that Jesus gave.  The gift -- turn to your neighbor and tell 

him, “The gift of peace.”  Do you know people, that is an 

awesome and awesome and awesome gift?  My wife asked 

me the question, “What do you want for Christmas?”  I 

had no answer.  Some of you if the question was asked, 

“What do you want for Christmas?”  It would be a tangible 

thing.  I want a new stereo, I want some new clothes, I 

want some money, I want this, I want that.  But you know 

people, the greatest gift is the gift that Jesus gave.  He 

gave us the gift of peace, “I gave you a gift, peace of mind 

and heart.”  And if you can get a grasp of that faith of 

peace, it will change your whole life. 

 

First of all, Jesus said, “He left peace with you.”  “Peace I 

leave with you.”  Then He says, “My peace I give you.”  

First, He left peace.  Do you know the disciples at that 

particular time they were in a unpeaceful situation?  They 

were in a situation where Jesus was about to be crucified, 

all of the disciples were being hunted down, they were 

being persecuted, they knew that their lives were in 

jeopardy and yet their leader was about to go to be 

crucified.  Do you understand?  Now, just put yourself in 

their position.  Now, suppose you all knew that in three 

days I was going to the electric chair, which is the 

equivalent of a cross.  Suppose you knew that your pastor 

was going to the electric chair.  Now, that’s one level of 

anxiety.  There was another level of anxiety, when you 

might be going to the electric chair.  So, you see, it’s one 

thing and you would be concerned, your heart would go 
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out the (00:03:51) may fall if your pastor was going to the 

electric chair.  But if the situation was not that just your 

pastor was going to the electric chair but that was an 80% 

chance that you might be going to the electric chair, do 

you know that is the kind of situation that can take your 

peace?  And this is the situation that the disciples were 

in.  So, Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you.”  Because they 

were in a tumultuous situation, they had trouble, they 

had tremor, they had stopped.  Turn in to your neighbor 

and just yell them “stop.”  They had stopped the deal 

with.  And people in the midst of stuff, you need peace.  

All of us have stuff, it’s just no way around.  I wish it 

were, I wish that my life was just devoid of stuff.  I wish I 

didn’t have to deal with this and I wish I didn’t have to 

deal with that and I wish I didn’t have this problem and 

this situation, I wish that my life was just smooth and I 

didn’t have to deal with stuff but it’s just that anytime 

you were in, you know, “Peace” people is hard to find in 

the world period. 

 

00:05:17 

 

Even in the most peaceful situations, if you examine it 

closely, you will find turmoil.  Peace is not in the church.  

“What?”  No, peace is not in the church.  If you examine it 

closely, it was in the church in the Bible.  When Paul had 

arrived over then left, it was in the church in the Bible.  

When Jesus had to talk to all the preachers, it was in the 

church, I was in the church back then.  It’s not in the 

church now.  If you examine it closely, because even the 

church is made up of all of the individuals and all of the 

relationships that’s in the church, even now, peace is not 

in the church.  It not out in Corporate America, everybody 

there (00:06:10) it’s CYA all day long.  And do you know?  

You can’t have peace when you’re trying to cover your 

behind.  You’re worried about this man stabbing you in 

the back, you’re worried about it, you can’t – peace, is not 

in the world, it is not intrinsic in nature itself.  Even if 

you go into a garden that’s just cease to be just the idyllic 

picture of nothing but peace.  If you examine it closely 

with the magnifying glass, you’ll find that everything that 

breathes is in turmoil.  Even the worm, is worried about 

being eaten by the bird.  The bird is worried about being 

eaten by the snake or the cat.  When you even look in 
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nature, everything that breathes is in turmoil.  God even 

says, “While the whole creation groaning.”  Because of the 

deviation of men, there is no peace that you will find in 

the physical world.  And Jesus said, “I’ll leave, I’ll leave 

you, I’ll leave you peace. I’ll leave you.”  Do you know He’s 

left peace?  Now, just because someone leaves you 

something, doesn’t mean you get it.  He left it to you, but 

just because He left it for you, it doesn’t mean you get it.  

Because there are even several types of peace.  He said, “I 

leave you peace” and then He said, “I give you my peace.”  

There are different levels of peace.  There is a peace 

where you can appear to be calm on the outside but you 

weren’t deep on the inside.  There is a peace where you 

can just kind of resign yourself to the situation and just 

going to say, “Oh well.”  You’re not in turmoil but you just 

kind of say, “(00:08:22).” 

 

So, and yet you’ve gotten yourself to the point where you 

have gotten a certain level of peace and that’s better than 

turmoil but there’s Jesus’ peace.  Jesus’ peace has the 

ability to calm even the things around you.  See, there’s a 

certain peace that has the ability to calm you.  Then 

there’s another level of peace that has the ability to calm 

even the things around you.  That’s why when Jesus came 

into the storm on the water, He said, “Peace be still.”  And 

He calms the wind and the wave, it is the same thing that 

happens within the human body when we get upset, our 

wind gets to (00:09:19).  Our wind blows and when the 

wind blows, the water raises, the blood pressure 

skyrockets.  That’s why when people get mad, they often 

have heart attack because the blood pressure shoots up to 

the roof.  Jesus said, “Peace be still” and He calms the 

wind and He calmed the waves.  There is a part of just 

even a physical part of doing that when you feel yourself 

losing your peace, just stop and take some slow deep 

breaths. 

 

00:10:01 

 

Calm the wind.  I mean, just stop and just take seven 

deep breaths.  I mean just -- if you -- whenever you feel 

yourself losing your peace, just stop because sometimes 

first of all, you can’t remember scripture and then if you 

can remember the scripture, you can’t half say it with 
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conviction because all you’re thinking about (00:10:32) no 

good. 

 

 All you can think about, you can remember this but the 

Bible says (00:10:38) no good.  So, just stop and 

sometimes when you can’t do it in the spirit, you do it in 

the physical and the mind will start to follow what the 

body does.  Just stop and take seven slow deep breaths; 

you’d be surprised at how many relationships that would 

save if people just stop. 

 

 Now, remember this next time you start to get mad, stop 

and just take seven slow deep breaths.  If you can’t make 

it to seven, just take three but you’ll notice it will begin to 

calm you, it will begin to bring peace unto your spirit and 

see the type of peace that Jesus had when he said “I give 

you my peace.” 

 

 He could bring a calmness and you know sometimes 

people in a tumultuous situation, it only takes one person 

that can start to just kind of bring a -- calm the whole 

thing down. You ever notice you’re walking to a room and 

everybody is (00:11:43) fuss and yet there’s one person 

that has the peace of Jesus on them. 

 

 And they walk into the room and “Hey, baby, let’s just 

calm down, let’s just talk about this a little.  (00:11:53)” 

and it takes one person that comes in with peace and they 

can begin to spray that peace to everyone else just like 

you can have one person coming in (00:12:05) and they 

can spray a (00:12:08) His spirit works the same whether 

be it the spirit of peace or the spirit of disharmony.  The 

same spirit will spread in the same manner. 

 

 One person with the peace of Jesus can spread that peace 

abroad.  Jesus said, “No, the world didn’t give it.  The 

world didn’t give it.”  When you understand that you will 

never truly find peace out of man’s stuff, it just won’t be.  

At most, it’ll be temporary. 

 

 We try to find peace in financial security.  That will take 

some worries off of your mind but you’ll never truly find it 

there.  Sometimes we’ll try to find peace -- you know, the 

Christmas season has the highest rate of suicide of any 
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time of the year.  It’s two things that are at a peak at 

Christmas, suicide and drinking liquor. 

 

 Those are the peak seasons for both of those because 

people try to substitute a false spirit.  That’s why they call 

it spirits.  So, they drink up a stone and then they call -- 

usually the number one reason for suicide in Christmas, it 

is because people are alone.  They see themselves by this 

(00:13:48) “I just ain’t got nobody. Everybody around has 

got all these Christmas presents and they keep having a 

good time and here I am sitting up in here all by myself.” 

And they just (00:13:58) because they feel alone. 

 

 Yet, when you know that the peace of Jesus is with you; 

you’ll never be alone.  And if you don’t have the peace of 

Jesus, you can be in the midst of a crowd of a thousand 

people and still be lonely.  There is a part that goes along 

with having real peace, with having the real gift that 

Jesus left. 

 

 He said, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give them to 

you not as the world gives.  (00:14:46) unto you.” 

 

 First of all, when the world gives you some (00:14:51) paid 

for it.  You can’t get anything out of the world without 

there being a string attached to it some kind of way. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 Jesus said “I give you my peace without strings attached.”  

The world won’t do that.”  And he says, “Let not your 

heart be troubled.”  If we can just understand that one 

thing that people -- understand this, Jesus said, “Let not 

your heart be troubled.” which means that in order for 

your heart to be troubled, you got to let it be troubled. 

 

 No one can trouble your heart unless you let them.  Turn 

to the person sitting next to you and say, “Don’t let them.” 

Don’t let them. He says, “Let not your heart be troubled.” 

and do you realize -- see, no one can take your peace 

unless you give it to them.  Now one can make you angry 

unless you allow them to make you -- no one can make 

you upset, no one can make you depressed, no one can 
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take your joy because when you have the truth -- now, if it 

is born of the world, it can be taken. 

 

 If your joy is in a car, it will be repossessed, somebody can 

run into it, someone can steal it, it can catch on fire.  All 

kinds of things could happen if your joy is in anything in 

the material because nothing in the material is stable; it 

changes constantly.  And if your joy is there, then 

whenever the things -- that’s why happiness is based on 

what’s happening, joy is an inner thing that is 

independent of what’s happening. 

 

 See, happiness is given by the world.  It’s based on – it’s 

what happens.  If what happened is good, I feel good; if 

what happened is bad -- and I can guarantee you this, 

people, no matter what level in life you are, life moves in 

ways.  There’ll be times when everything in your world is 

going just – nothing’s wrong.  I mean just -- everything is 

just working.  You know what I’m talking about?  You 

crank your car and start it right up.  Everything is just 

working. 

 

 And other times you (00:17:04) and won’t -- you know, it’s 

just -- everything goes on.  Sometimes things go wrong in 

(00:17:10).  It’s usually not just one thing that happens.  

It will go wrong -- life moves in ways.  And if your joy is 

tied to the things that happen in your life, then your joy 

will move up and down and it will go like the waves of life 

but if it is tied to the joy and the peace that only Jesus 

gives, that the world cannot give, no matter what happens 

in the world, your peace will remain stable. 

 

 Jesus said, “Let not your hearts be troubled”. because he 

first of all knew -- in the same book, John 16:33 says this, 

“These things I have spoken unto you, that in Me you 

might have peace.  In the world you shall have 

tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the 

world.” 

 

 Jesus said you’re going to have tribulation.  Tribulation is 

trouble in sorrow, trials, and (00:18:13).  You’re going to 

have it.  Turn to the person next to you and say, “You’re 

going to have it.”  You go ahead.  It’s not that you may 

have it, you’re going to have it. You’re going to have 
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trouble, you’re going to have tribulation in this world.  

There’s absolutely no way around it. 

 

 I don’t know anyone in life that does not have tribulation, 

do you?  We have our youngest son, he’s 11 months old.  

He’s got tribulation, he is in tribulation right now.  He’s 

got everything that you could possibly ask for, people 

waiting on him hand and foot.  Does he have tribulation? 

 

 From the time you come out of the womb to the time you 

go back in the ground, do you know -- you even have 

tribulation coming out of the womb.  And most of the 

time, you have tribulation going back in the ground.  

From the time you come out to the time you go back in, 

you’re going to have tribulation.  There’s no way around it 

but just because you have tribulation, it doesn’t mean 

your life cannot be filled up with joy. 

 

 My life is full of joy, I’ll tell you that right now.  I got some 

stuff in my life, to be honest about it, I wish I could 

change.  Do you?  Not many of you do, huh?  But I will be -

- I’ve got some stuff in my life I wish I could change, I sure 

do.  If I had the power of the Lord, I’d be snapping my 

finger and (00:19:50) -- I got some stuff in my life I wish I 

could change.  But – You all say “But”.  I’ve got 

tribulation because the Bible says I’m going to have 

tribulation. 

 

00:20:05 

I can’t get rid of the tribulation because it is the very 

nature of the material world but I’ve got joy -- my wife 

will tell you, she very rarely -- it’s hard for her to even --

she can’t – it’s hard for her to even remember when I get 

upset.  I’ve got joy through life even though I handle a 

whole lot of stuff because I’ve got the love of Jesus, and 

when you understand the peace of Jesus and when that 

thing comes over you, and when it stays in you, all of 

these stuff of the world, no matter what happens -- my 

wife often tells me, “(00:20:40) make you mad.”  I said, 

What good is being mad going to do?”  I said, “If being 

mad would change the thing maybe I’d think about being 

mad, but I know the only thing that being mad is going to 

do is mess me up.  It’s going to mess with my nerves, it’s 

going to mess with my body, it’s going to mess with my 
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spirit.  (00:21:02) people will do crazy stuff.  People will 

clutch off (00:21:06) give you the finger (00:21:08) and 

wife said, “Look at that.”  I said, “That’s his problem.”  

Because -- do you know why that’s his problem?  Because 

I am not going to let my heart be troubled.  You’ve got a 

choice with that thing, you can either let it be troubled or 

let it be filled with joy.  

 

“But, pastor, you just don’t understand my situation.”  

Yes, I do.  “Pastor, you don’t know what I’m going 

through.”  Yes I do.  “Pastor, if you just knew what they 

were like.”  Yes, I do and it has nothing to do with it. 

Jesus did not say “Look, let not your heart be troubled 

except.”  Is there an except in there?  No.  He said -- they 

were undergoing some of the roughest stuff that you could 

undergo.  He said, “Let not your heart be troubled.”  You 

got the power to do that.  God gave you the power to do 

that, but so many of us -- number one, we let our heart be 

troubled because we put ourselves in the midst of trouble, 

we soak in trouble.  Some of the biggest television shows 

on right now has nothing but trouble, nothing but trouble.  

You look at Jerry Springer, nothing but trouble.  And we 

were out of town and the television was on and Springer – 

he’s got the kind of program that if it’s on, and you turn – 

it’s hard to slip by it, I’ll be honest with you.  I was 

(00:22:47) I said, “What in the world?” 

 

It’s so rough and it got so much – what in the world?  And 

the cast – nothing but trouble, and he’s got one of the 

highest ratings on television because people like to watch 

trouble and when you like to watch trouble, the spirit of 

trouble gets all in you, and you have taken on all of the 

trouble of the world and you start infusing it through your 

gates of your spirit, through your eyes, and through ears 

and before you know it -- see that’s what (00:23:23) must 

somehow come out.  So, when you hear people talking 

about trouble and their troubled mouths and they got all 

these (00:23:31) trouble has gotten in their spirit some 

kind of way.  If you’re watching -- if you take in enjoy, you 

got joy in your spirit but if all you’re watching is trouble, 

that’s why I tell you don’t watch the news, nothing but 

trouble, 95% trouble and if all you (00:23:49) – and if all 

you are around is trouble, you will view the whole world 

as nothing but trouble and all of this stuff is going to 
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trouble your heart.  “Let not your heart be troubled.”  But 

in order to understand the “let” part of, it’s not just even 

(00:24:07) “I’m not going to be trouble”, you got to get 

(00:24:09) trouble. 

 

It’s not just the point of saying, “Look, I’m not going to 

smoke.”  You got to get out from around smoke.  Do you 

know even if you don’t smoke, if you stay in a room filled 

up with smoke, it will be just as bad and just as 

detrimental on you if you were smoking and when you 

walk out of the smoke-filled room, you’re going to smell 

like you have been smoking, so even if you have been 

smoking (00:24:31) smoking, even if you are a child of God 

and you soak in all this trouble, you’re going to start 

sounding like trouble and (00:24:42) “That couldn’t be a 

child of God because all they’re talking about is just 

trouble and the devil (00:24:47) death.”  Let not -- say “Let 

not your heart be troubled” and when you understand 

that, you’ll begin to have more peace in your life.  When 

you understand that the world can’t give you this stuff, 

you’ll begin to have more joy in your life. 

 

I am a man – I’m not a poor mouth preacher.  I believe 

you ought to have all of the abundance of the world but I 

understand that all of the abundance of the world is still 

not going to give you joy because I know too many, I mean 

super multimillionaires, not happy.  Even on my money, I 

keep a statement on my money, on my check.  James, I 

want you to read right here what’s on my check.  I printed 

my own logo on my check, read what that says. 

 

James: “Peace is the greatest possession and money can’t buy it.” 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: So -- you know, that’s on my check.  So, every time I even 

write a check and give it to someone, I’ll give them peace, 

and plus it doesn’t bounce.  The worst thing in the world 

sometimes is to get a check and it’s got all this (00:26:06) 

stuff all over and they come back from the bank, 

nonsufficient funds.  But even on my check where i write 

my money, I make it clear so that every time I write a 

check I understand that because sometimes the more 

money you get, the more dependent you can become on 

the money for your peace, and you become dependent on 

that for your satisfaction and for your joy, not 
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understanding that the stuff -- it just work after a while.  

For a minute, it will boost you, but after a while it 

becomes common.  After a while – and it takes greater 

and greater increases to bring about the same level of 

satisfaction. 

 

“Peace is the greatest possession and money can’t buy it.”  

I understand that.  I printed it on my check and every 

time I write one out, I see it and I recognize and I 

remember that.  Peace is the greatest possession, the 

world can’t gave it to you and that which the world can’t 

gave, it can’t take. And that’s important to understand.  

There are some tribulations coming on the land, so what?  

(00:27:23) and tell them, “So what?”  Do you (00:27:25) 

war by Saddam Hussein and all that -- so what?  Just like 

Jesus said -- there will be war (00:27:34) but don’t let -- let 

not your heart be troubled.  He told you that all this stuff 

was coming, we’re going to have all kinds of economic 

situations, so what?  (00:27:45) famine but God’s people 

were always protected in the famine. So, when you 

understand it and when you operate on the (00:27:51) God 

has stuff that he has given up right -- he knows what’s 

going to be a hundred years from that.  He’s got stuff 

given up in your life right now to protect you from 

whatever’s coming.  Don’t you believe that -- what do you 

think the angels are there for?  He’s got some right now, 

he knows every single step of what is coming.  Don’t you – 

knew 911 was going to fall and blow up before they ever 

built the building. 

 

He knew the end from the beginning.  So, God knows this 

and he’s got his hands on you, what are you worried 

about?  If that’s truly your dad -- don’t you know with my 

child whenever I know something’s coming down or what 

don’t you know I’m going to do whatever is necessary to 

protect my child?  But sometimes I have to let my child go 

through some things, because the child’s spoiled, because 

the child won’t obey, because the child acts like a child.  

So, sometimes even though you know this thing is going 

to be unpleasant for the child, you got to let the child go 

through it so the child can learn even though the child 

doesn’t like it. 
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“Let not your hearts be troubled.”  Jesus gave us the gift 

of peace.  I am finished but I am going to tell you what 

God was speaking to me.  Don’t you know God wants to 

impart peace into your life?  Jesus is called the Prince of 

peace and so many of us now don’t have peace, can’t have 

sleep at night, everything running through our minds – do 

you know it’s valuable just being able to sleep fine?  Do 

you know that?  I mean just being able to show enough – I 

mean the kind of sleep where you got the spit running out 

of your mouth, I mean, it’s valuable just to be able to get a 

good solid hard night’s sleep, and when you don’t have 

your peace, you cannot even sleep right. 

 

00:30:00 

 

God wants peace over every one of our lives, and this is 

what God spoke to me.  And he spoke it to me as James 

was prying.  And when James prays, he shakes, and as I 

was standing there listening to him and I had my eyes 

closed but I could feel the shaking and as I felt the shake, 

something was going through me each time he shook and 

God spoke this.  He says, “Through the trembling, I will 

send peace.” 

 

 He told me to have the people stand, eyes closed, hand 

raised, and (00:30:44) make the building tremble.  And 

God says through the trembling, he’s going to send peace.  

Now, I know that sounds a little crazy but there’s a whole 

lot of stuff God does that just doesn’t sound -- but 

sometimes even the trembling will have to shake some 

stuff out of your life.  And to just be obedient, you’ll fell it. 

 

 If he says that I have no question that it shall come to 

pass, I want you to stand. Brother Ivan, if you give us -- 

Brother James and Brother -- and we are going to make 

the building shake.  Now, I’m not sure how hard we’re 

going to able to make it shake but we’re going to do our 

best to make it shake.  And I don’t want you all to move, 

you just stand there and just feel the trembling of the 

building.  Sometimes when God moves, things will 

tremble and there will be a peace that you’ll just be able 

to feel just coming through the floor, through the shaking, 

through the trembling of the floor. 
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 I want you to close your eyes and when he starts playing, 

just raise your hand.  I don’t know how -- I’ve never done 

this before, but we’re going to have to start or shake the 

floor of whatever it takes to make this floor just tremble.  

So, you feel it, close your eyes, raise your hand and just 

feel the trembling of the floor.  Just feel the trembling. 

 

 And just feel it, just feel it and then (00:32:05) just feel it.  

God says, “I’ll move through you.”  (00:32:10) feel it in my 

(00:32:12) shaking, it was shaking (00:32:26).  Whatever 

is in your heart that (00:32:34) let it be shaken out.  

Shake the hands (00:32:41) feel it, feel it.  (00:32:51) feel 

it. 

 

 (00:33:00) I send you peace.  I send you peace.  I send you 

peace.  (00:33:24) all the anxiety, all the heartaches, all 

the headaches, all the fear -- let not your heart be 

troubled.  (00:33:52) afraid sometimes (00:33:58) don’t be 

scared (00:34:01).  Don’t be worried about yourself 

(00:34:04).  (00:34:06) is not going to help you.  (00:34:09) 

all of the fear (00:34:13).  (00:34:27) out into all of those 

that are around you. 

 

 Is there anyone here today and you want to give your life, 

there can be no feast without salvation.  If you want to 

give your life (00:34:48) on this day.  Is there anyone right 

now that you want to dedicate or rededicate your life to?  

(00:34:57) 

 

00:35:03 

 

[Music Playing] 

 

 Dear Heavenly Father, we pray right now (00:35:52) to 

fall upon every hate in this place (00:36:00) that is flowing 

(00:36:06) even for the shaking (00:36:13) shake out the 

(00:36:17), shake out the heartbreak, shake out the fear, 

shake out the loneliness, shake out the depression, shake 

out all (00:36:27) and even in the midst of tremble, even 

in the midst of trouble, even in the midst of tribulation, 

they shall have the anointing of peace.  This, Father, we 

pray right now in the name of Christ, your Son, amen. 

 

00:36:58 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5114.mp3

