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Nathaniel Bronner: And if you would open your bibles today to the Book of 

Acts the 14th Chapter.  And we’ll be speaking to today 

primarily from the New Testament and a word that God 

gave me and I pray today that every word that I speak be 

the only God and that you see and you understand that 

that he has you to know upon this day.  And I always go 

to God ask for he will tell me what to speak upon a 

particular day and sometimes you give it to me way in 

advance.  And for this day, God told me to simply impress 

upon you one thing and that’s the tittle of my message 

this day.  Simply entitled, “The Value of Tribulation.”  

Tribulation is when you go through something and to be 

honest about it’s not too close.  The dictionary definition of 

tribulation is great affliction, trial or distress, suffering 

and experience the test once endures its patience or faith.  

Great affliction, trial, distress or suffering. 

 

 And God wants me to speak to you today on The Value of 

Tribulation.  Tribulation, suffering, distress, going 

through something.  To be honest about it, it’s something 

that none of us really want to deal with, and I don’t know 

about you but I don’t want to deal with the tribulation.  

Tribulation is just flat out on plot.  Turn to your neighbor 

and tell them, “I don’t know about you, but I don’t like 

tribulation myself.”  I don’t care how much we talk about 

and how much we pray it in church about the file that we 

go through and glory be to God -- we still don’t want to 

deal with and no one ask for tribulation.  And if we had 

our choice about the thing, we would go through life on 

(00:02:25).  None of us (00:02:30) truly want to deal with 

real tribulation.  Yes, God wants me to speak to you today 

and part somethings to you on the value of tribulation.  

It’s one of those things where you have to have revelation 

to even appreciate.  Because you see, sometimes people, 

somethings that are good for you if you’re not in a proper 

mindset, you will view the thing as totally negative. 

 

 There are some situations, when I’m in and out jogging 

and sometimes I go out running and it’s 95 degrees 

outside and there will be some folks sitting on their 

(00:03:08) looking at me outside running, they just see me 

just go shaking their heads try to (00:03:13).  They cannot 

understand the value of that kind of tribulation.  So, them 
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sitting in the cool comfortable restful shade it’s absolutely 

absurd to be out running in the hot weather, they cannot 

understand the value of tribulation and our mindset is 

sometimes so (00:03:39) away from it that God just wants 

me to let you see the value of tribulation.  And Acts 

Chapter 14:22, and the Bible says this, “Confirming the 

souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in 

the faith, and that we must through much tribulation 

enter into the kingdom of God.”  And it’s the second half of 

Acts 14:22 that I want you to see, where the Bible says, 

“And that we must through much tribulation enter into 

the kingdom of God.”  Do you know that you must enter to 

the kingdom of God through how much tribulation?  That 

you know much and that it doesn’t particularly, much is 

what you call qualitative statement, it’s not a quantitative 

statement.  A qualitative statement is something like 

minute, or great, or small, or large, or small that’s a 

qualitative statement. 

 

00:05:05 

 

 A quantitative statement is a statement that is specific.  

Something like, 20 above 40 feet or something like 2,000 

or something like a million, it is something that specific, 

you see much is a qualitative statement, it is not a 

quantitative statement.  Much is (00:05:23) but no matter 

how much, is a whole lot and much tribulation it doesn’t 

quantify what it is because much tribulation to one man 

is not a whole lot of tribulation to another man.  It’s like 

when I go out running, I often run anywhere from a 

minimum of three from a maximum of seven to eight 

miles.  Now, you see, the sum, that’s a lot to other than 

who are not.  It’s (00:05:54) to a man that’s running about 

26- or 27-miles marathon, running 7 miles is a (00:06:00).  

To a man that’s hopping and hopping, walking up the 

steps, that’s (00:06:08).  So, much is a relative term and 

much tribulation varies but the verse is specific to all the 

believers, you really to enter into the kingdom of God that 

don’t require much tribulation.  And no matter your 

quantitative is, it’s a qualitative (00:06:28) is a whole lot. 

 

 You see, sometimes people, even tribulation will vary 

even in your life depending upon what you’re going 

through.  Sometimes, when everything is smooth, when 
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everything is right, when everything in your world seems 

to be all together just a little bit of thing gets you upset.  

When everything is just perfect and all of the things have 

come together even just a little spot on your suit upset 

you.  But when all hell is broken loose, when these things 

is messed up and that thing is messed up and this thing is 

going haywire, when these things is (00:07:12) behind 

you, in front, to the left and to your right, spot on your 

suit you don’t even notice.  This thing is so small, I got so 

much effort to deal with it.  So, even much varies 

depending upon what season of life it is but much is still 

much no matter where you are and no matter who you 

are, the Bible says that, “We must through much 

tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.”  And none of 

us want to deal with tribulation because it is just 

unpleasant. 

 

 And God even told me, he said, “I’m going to put you in 

some situation that I want you to understand that the top 

of the situation is the more you draw closer to me.  And 

the more you draw closer to me, the happiest and the 

greater you’re bless will be.”  And then he said, “Now, 

that’s give this.”  Now, that’s hard to do because son, you 

have you to (00:08:16) because your natural flesh will 

never understand it, your natural flesh will always want 

the easy situation, your natural flesh will never 

understand sometimes the tougher situation will push 

you closer to God.  And the closer you get to God, the 

greater your real satisfaction and joy out of life will be.  

But sometimes folk, we have to chew on that kind of thing 

to even begin, to digest it and to even begin to understand 

it because no one wants to really deal with tribulation. 

 

 As I look back on my life and I think sometimes the 

closest that I have got into God in prayer.  I remember 

specifically, the closest two times that I have gotten to 

God in prayer it has been when Pope close to me 

(00:09:10) or near death.  When my father lay in the 

hospital in critical condition, I prayed like I never prayed 

before in my life.  Every morning, I was up and I was in 

deep prayer and that I will (00:09:25) because I was going 

to tribulation and going to tribulation drew me closer to 

God.  Are you prayerful when you’re going through 

something?  I mean, when there’s nothing wrong in your 
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life, your prayer was just -- there’s a rare individual that 

can pray a prayer of thanks continually compare when 

you’re going through something.  I mean, when you really 

going through something, when life has beat you upside 

the head when you got to (00:09:57) oh, you can get down -

- I mean, you can pray a lot to the Lord. 

 

00:10:03 

 

You will be in (00:10:05).  You want this church.  I mean, 

you can really get before the Lord and frustrate 

yourselves.  Do you know (00:10:14) frustrated before the 

Lord is (00:10:17)?  I’m not saying it happen but it’s rare.  

You really find people frustrated before the Lord just 

given thanks.  (00:10:29) when they’re frustrated.  

They’ve been not (00:10:34).  But yet sometimes – it is in 

our time of greatest tribulation that we can get closest to 

God, it’s one of the values of tribulation.  I’m just going to 

show you some things here.  That sometimes, you know, 

even with my own children. 

 

 Do you know I have to (00:10:52) my children – those 

some tribulation (00:10:56)?  Those of you that have 

children know that.  You can’t give your child everything 

that they want.  And expect them to be mature, expect 

them to know God without sending them through some 

tribulation.  They got the -- you know, (00:11:14).  Now, I 

don’t know what’s in that, how extreme that got but it’s 

the right principle.  So, the bible says (00:11:23) 

intelligent man but I don’t have (00:11:27) my child.  I 

could (00:11:30).  I did my best.  Sometimes trying out just 

don’t work.  I understand all that kind of stuff and with 

some kids it does but when children, it just does not.  

You’re just my daddy.  And I don’t know if a better father 

in the world, the man produced four out of six of these 

children (00:11:49).  But that man was (00:11:53) look like 

Santa Clause.  And we needed this.  And it said we’re not 

but the tribulation that we went through because when 

my daddy came in (00:12:12) you knew you were 

(00:12:13) tribulation.  But if you didn’t have that and if 

we had not have gone this, I don’t know what would 

happen to us.  Because sometimes that reason just don’t 

work even the word of God is (00:12:27).  It tells you, it 

(00:12:28) but sometimes, you just beyond by just 
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(00:12:36) go through some tribulation and when you go 

through some tribulation, that tribulation will knock you 

back on the right (00:12:45).  It will be the thing that will 

help mature and to help get some closer to God and then 

help (00:12:49) you out.  We all need some tribulation and 

you – the bible says, “You must go through much 

tribulation to enter into the kingdom of God.”  In Romans 

29 says “Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man 

that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile; 

but glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh 

good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile: for there is 

no respect of persons with God.”  We always quote that 

verse God is no respecter of persons.  What the same 

(00:13:31) when you do wrong you going to go to 

tribulation and anguish.  Jew or Gentile and it says when 

you do good, you’re going to be blessed.  Jew or Gentile.  

Glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh 

good.  Tribulation and anguish upon every soul of man 

that doeth evil for God is no respecter of persons.  But folk 

if we did not have the tribulation and anguish that went 

along with doing evil, or the whole lot evil in the world. 

 

Do you know what happen even with good citizens when 

the police go on strike?  Do you ever see what happen in 

cities when the police go on strike?  I mean folk is good 

citizen.  People that would never do wrong.  They go and 

breaking out window, on and off TVs and stereos and 

everything.  I know -- you know, Canada is one of those 

late back countries that didn’t have a lot of crimes.  Do 

you know what happen when the police went on strike 

and wanted to make the cities (00:14:43)?  Everybody 

(00:14:46).  Because there was no tribulation and anguish 

that went along with doing evil.  And the folk just went 

haywire. 

 

00:15:00 

To be honest with you people, I don’t even know what I do 

if I didn’t have tribulation and anguish go along with evil.  

And it’s just true.  I mean, supposed I could just do 

anything I wanted with no consequences; can you just 

imagine that?  Just turn to your neighbor and just said, 

imagine that.  But supposed you could do anything you 

wanted with no consequence whatsoever.  I know all of 

you are good and holy folk.  I know that.  I know you 
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follow the word of God.  I know that but supposed you 

could do anything you wanted with no consequence.  You 

see, to be honest about it folk, the thing to keep me in 

line, consequence.  I know when I do evil, when I go 

against the word of God.  I know some formal fashion in 

some way sooner or later that thing is coming back on me.  

I know (00:15:57) that thing really keeps me alive.  I know 

it’s coming back be it on earth or in heaven or in hell.  I 

know it’s coming back.  Therefore, I know I’ve got a 

consequence but supposed I had no consequence to worry 

about, who also would be suffering?  The value of 

tribulation.  And God says tribulation and anguish 

because with tribulation goes to anguish.  Because when 

you go through something, you should have some anguish 

that goes with it.  Yet, when you do was right, the Bible 

says, “Glory, honour and peace to every man that worketh 

good.”  You see, much of our tribulation and I’m even 

(00:16:48) all of it is a result of our disobedience to God’s 

word.  In the Bible, they went through tribulation because 

they follow Christ.  In the United States, we really don’t 

have that kind of persecution.  There may come a time 

when it will be but it’s not right now, not in this country 

now and some other country they do and the Bible even 

said there comes a time when we’re persecuted like that 

and many go far away from the (00:17:18). 

 

Even right now, I wondered how many folks would really 

be faithful in coming to church if they were shooting 

everybody that came to church.  I never will forget it.  

That was a story of how two man came on the church 

holding shotguns and they fired up unto the ceiling and 

they said, “Everybody that stays here that believes in 

Christ, we’re going to shoot dead.  So, you got a chance 

now to get on out of here.”  Everybody then remains in 

this church that believes in Christ we’re going to be shoot 

dead.  Folk (00:17:59) that church and it was about three 

folk left.  And the gunman sat down and pull up the mask 

and it’s a pastor (00:18:09) hypocrite to be going with the 

service. 

 

Tribulation and the value of it.  If we did not have it, 

where would we be?  And everything I know in my life 

that I go through real tribulation with, I can (00:18:41) 

fail trace it back to my disobedience to God’s word.  I’ve 
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never had an instance but I have ever gone through real 

tribulation that I couldn’t trace it back to disobedience 

and you know, when you’re thinking your life and 

sometimes people and that’s why when you have a 

direction link with God and when you can hear from God’s 

word and you know God’s will in your life, you can trace it 

back to everything.  As never been a business problem 

that I’ve had that I couldn’t trace it back where I’ve gone 

to tribulation.  See, first of all one of two things, when you 

follow God’s word, it would be one of two things.  You 

know, it will keep you out of the situation or you’re 

looking at the situation with a different light.  See, the 

majority will oftentimes does not (00:19:32) situation 

(00:19:31) look at it.  When I have been prayed up, had 

missed my time with God every day, studied up, stuff can 

happen just unbothered me.  When I start missing my 

prayer, missing my word, stuff go to irritate me and you 

go to tribulation.  There’s not been an instance that I can 

think of in my life where I have gone through tribulation. 

 

00:20:01 

 

If I have a trouble with my body and initiate (00:20:06) 

and I know we’ve go back.  I’m (00:20:08) to some God told 

me to do.  You know when I follow the rules that God gave 

me; He gave me six specific rules just of the help of my 

body.  As long as I follow those things, my body then made 

a perfect shipment.  Ever anything goes, if even so much 

gets a cold, and have a running nose, I’ll go right there 

and see why I have (00:20:29) what God told me to do, and 

I am thankful.  You see, I’ve even thankful for even the 

stuff it goes wrong because (00:20:37) for a little thing to 

go wrong to keep me on track then nothing go wrong to 

some major break and even the little things will help lead 

us and they’ll help God as – and they’ll help to keep us on 

track.  And help us to understand the tribulation that we 

often go through. 

 

In Romans 5:1 says, this is as, “Therefore being justified 

by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  By whom also we have access by faith into this 

grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 

God.  And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: 

knowing that tribulation worketh patience; and patience, 
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experience; and experience, hope.”  Do you know folk, you 

can handle much more when you’ve been through much 

more, you all know that?  You can handle much more 

when you have gone through much more.  And the Bible -- 

first of all, tribulation worketh patience.  When you can go 

through (00:21:58) and when you can handle something in 

faith, your number one learned to be patient about 

something, and people really in life.  The world has a 

(00:22:11) to this instantaneous gratification.  I want 

everything right now, you know, all of those television 

shows, 30 minutes to an hour to make.  All the movies an 

hour and a half.  All the big problems and the major crisis 

is in the world.  All (00:22:26) and listen to ours. 

 

You know folk, sometimes it will take more than two 

hours to get your stuff off?  Tribulation, first – number 

one it worketh patience and patience; experience.  There 

are some things that you really can learn was called 

scientifically (00:22:57).  You got to learn us – you just can 

learn it in a book.  Some stuffs, you have had gone 

through.  You know, if some things you just – you have to 

gone through these stuffs yourself and often times when I 

have had so many things, I just had to go through this 

stuff and learn.  Folk could have told me all day long but I 

would have never learned and had have not going through 

this.  Tribulation worketh patience and patience worketh, 

it brings about experience and experience will bring hope.  

Whenever you truly have your faith in Christ and that’s 

why even now with the solid faith in Christ, no matter 

what I’ve gone through to save and going through certain 

thing.  Number one would give you the patience then I’ll 

give you the experience and then I’ll give you the hope. 

 

And you see, I got the hope in all things.  I believe the 

things (00:23:53) just turn out just (00:23:54).  I know 

some stuff coming on the country, “so what?”  We will go 

through some tribulation, “so what?”  I really believed 

with all of my heart as long as I do what God is instructed 

me to do, I’ve got the hope, the things are really going 

turn out just great, but that’s all are purification.  And 

then always have (00:24:17), great right, never (00:24:17).  

Did you know what Paul used to say about him going 

through all these stuffs, even in jail, that man was 

rejoicing?  And many of us came rejoice free.  That man 
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(00:24:29) he could be sends up in jail being beaten and if 

this is all of the stuff, I’ve got joy.  And yet, some of us -- 

we can’t be happy sitting on a mansion with plenty of 

money with all the stuff, we feel (00:24:41) because 

sometimes we don’t understand we have been gone 

through that tribulation that work of that patience and 

bring that experience, and bring that hope and will be 

learn how to go through this tribulation.  And when we 

see and understand the value of tribulation. 

 

00:24:56 

 

The same verse in Romans in the New Living Translation 

says this, “We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems 

and trials, for we know that they are good for us and they 

help us to endure.”  The word tells us, we can rejoice too.  

Turn to your neighbor and tell them, “I can rejoice too.”  I 

can rejoice when I’m going into some tribulations and as – 

when I see the value of it.  You see people – that’s the 

different --- I can tell you this, you are going to have 

tribulation.  You’ve had it, you’ve got it, and you go ahead.  

Over in Psalms 90:10, the Bible says, “We have granted 

seventy years, by strength will make it to 80.”   But it 

says, even the best of our years, even the best of our years 

of feel what pain in trouble, that’s tribulation.  So, even in 

best of your years, you should feel don’t have from 

tribulations.  But even in the (00:25:55) so, I’m not going 

to sit and tell you that you’re not going to have tribulation 

and you will have tribulation whether you’re Christian or 

not.  You still don’t have tribulation but I can tell you 

this, this is the promise of Christ not that you won’t have 

tribulation but if you can rejoice in it, that’s the 

difference.  So, I’m not going to sit here and tell you, 

“you’re not going to have any problems, so that be 

(00:26:18) to you.”  You will have them but I can tell you 

this, when you’re in Christ, you’ll be able to rejoice in the 

midst of your tribulation, no matter what happens to you.  

You’ll be able to say, Lord this is – this is for my glory.  

Lord, this is for my training, this for my strength, I can’t 

understand.  Lord this is just to even make me get closer 

to you.  This is to make you while I’m getting more to 

(00:26:40) on you and not on all the stuffs of fact.  Lord, 

I’m getting where you becoming my strength and not this 

of the stuffs.  Lord, I can see where the tribulation as even 
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change in my spirit and Lord even I thank you.  I got to 

the point where I even have thanked the Lord for sending 

some things to me (00:26:58) because it made me 

stronger.  It did help me some things.  That’s why, even in 

this that you never go get the man (00:27:08) don’t have 

some experience.  Do you know what experience bought 

down to tribulation?  You don’t’ want ever go get a man 

(00:27:16) that’s why and many of the job, the criteria is 

not necessarily education require, what is it?  Experience 

required.  We need a person that can solve from problems 

that have solved some problems and when I say 

experience, you’re not just talking about experience while 

you just walking to your job and everything rolled along 

smooth?  No.  They need a trouble shooter.  They need 

somebody that come into a situation and then stuff go 

wrong knows and it had some experience in the past of 

how to figure it out.  That’s why even parents will tell 

you, they do a lot that of raising their third and fourth 

child they do with the first one. 

 

You know why?  Experience.  It makes the difference.  

And when you get the experience of tribulation, when you 

are in Christ, you’ll handle the tribulation properly.  You 

will begin to understand it and it will make a difference.  

Paul, put it like this in Romans 8:35 and He says, “And 

you heard it so many times (00:28:26).  Who shall 

separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall tribulation?” 

Tribulation does separate some folks from the love of 

Christ.  Some folk walk away from God when problems 

come.  They walk away from the church when problems 

come.  They said, Lord, I (00:28:42) in some folk in the 

Bible.  And said, Lord (00:28:47).  That’s all King James 

(00:28:50).  All of us would say it.  Don’t see me looking 

me like to him, all of us have said.  All of us had been in 

some situation while we have look around and wonder 

“Lord, where is God?  Where are you in this situation?  

How you let this happen to me?  How did you let them 

die?  How did you let me get in this situation?  Lord, 

where are you?  How did you let this happen in the 

world?”  So, what happened -- even on 9/11, all folk wants, 

Lord, where was God?  When there is a tragedy that 

comes, where was God?  You’ve got to understand; God is 

in control all of this stuff.  It’s just tribulation.  It’s just 

tribulation?  9/11 brought more units into the country and 
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anything (00:29:38), and sometimes folk, you have to even 

have hit you to brain (00:29:42).  When we begin to 

understand the values, who shall separate us from the 

love of Christ?  He is asking a question but for many folk 

is an answer because He first says, shall tribulation?  

Tribulation separate some people. 

 

00:30:00 

 

It happens in your marriage.  Tribulation come, it will 

separates some folk, split them right in two.  Show 

distress, distress will separate some folk, or persecution 

or famine, or nakedness, or power, or sword as it is 

written for by (00:30:27) we are killed all the day long.  

We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.  Nae and all 

these things we are more than conquerors through him 

that love us. 

 

People, can you understand that through all – see, Paul 

was doing some extreme stuff here.  Tribulation, distress, 

persecution, famine, nakedness, power or sword.  We 

haven’t gone through all of that.  I haven’t seen a single 

person naked.  We haven’t gone through all that.  I 

haven’t seen a single person even undergoing famine.  We 

haven’t gone through all that.  So, Paul is dealing with 

some stuff here that a vast majority of us have not and 

will never go through, but he does know all these things 

we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.  

Turn to your neighbor, he said look, if Paul can be a 

conqueror naked, I can be a conqueror with some clothes 

on.  (00:31:21) say, if Paul can be a conqueror naked, I’m 

sure I can be a conqueror with some clothes on.  So, here’s 

a man, said look, I can be a stripped of everything and 

that’s what really naked meant, not necessarily without 

clothes but it just strips off everything.  And I can be 

stripped of everything and still as long as I am in Christ 

be a conqueror because sometimes, folk, you get stripped 

of everything.  Right now, you’re seeing in the newspaper 

about corporation after corporation after corporation 

having massive layoffs of thousands of people and now 

when the economic (00:32:02) sometimes when you lose 

your job, you can’t get another one in a hurry.  And what 

going to happen when the people losing their job be?  

They’re going to be stripped off a lot of things they’ve been 
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used to having.  They won’t be able to pay the mortgage, 

they won’t be able to pay the house note, they won’t be 

able to pay the car note or the utilities, all of these stuff. 

And some of them are going to be stripped and they land 

them naked, yet through the midst of all of this, Paul 

said, in the midst of famine, nakedness and war and all of 

this, I’m still -- he didn’t say that he was a conqueror, he 

said he was more and see, some of us in the midst of that 

and that’s why the ability to understand the value of 

tribulation. 

 

 Most of us when we go through tribulation, we’re not even 

thinking about being more than a conqueror, all we want 

to do is survive.  You know, that’s all we want.  Lord, if I 

can make through this.  All we want to do is just make it, 

and it’s a change of mentality when you go through 

tribulation that you’ll not be just concerned with just 

making it, but you set your mind to say, I’m going to be 

more – turn to your neighbor and say, more than a 

conqueror.  I’m going to be more than a conqueror and it 

is all a mindset. 

 

I was reading a novel once dealing with the student and 

his master and the student had gotten him captured and 

enslaved on a farm and he stays there for a couple of 

years, had this brutal taskmaster.  And finally one day, 

he was able to slip under the fence and escape.  And he 

ran back to his master.  He told, “Master, I’ve been 

enslaved for the past couple of years under this harsh 

taskmaster.”  And the master looked at him in all of his 

wisdom and just nodded.  He said, “Oh, you have been 

blessed to have found a petty tyrant.  The student says, 

“What?”  He said, “Are you crazy?”  He said, “You have 

been blessed to have found a petty tyrant.”  See, this 

simply represents one of those situations in life and he 

said always in life, you will go through life either as one of 

two things, either as a victim or as a warrior.  He said, 

“You make a choice.”  And he began to train the student 

and he trained him and then he told the student, “Go back 

to the petty tyrant.”  And the student went back and 

conquered him.  You see, sometimes people, it is a matter 

and you see, it’s the way the master told the student.  We 

go through life with one of two mentalities, as either a 

victim or a conqueror. 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5120.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5120.mp3 

 

00:35:09 

 

And the majority, we are victims of circumstance.  

Circumstance simply means circle meeting around 

(00:35:19) we are.  We become a victim of all those things 

that are just around us, instead of when we’re in Christ 

more than conquerors.  And that’s why no matter what 

happens to you, because none of us go through any worse 

stuff than what Paul is talking about here.  So, no matter 

what and most of the stuff that really happens to us in 

terms of tribulation, it’s actually trivial when you really 

think about it.  Most of the stuff, if you look at -- if you 

ask folk name the 10 most urgent things they have in 

their life right now.  Most of the 10 are trivial.  They’re 

not even major stuff.  It’s trivial stuff.  I got a problem 

with them, I got a problem with this person because such 

and such.  And when you look at the reason, it’s trivial.  I 

got a problem with my boss.  I want a new car and I can’t 

get it.  Most of the stuff that right now causing us 

tribulation.  My cousin is not acting right.  What do you 

mean your husband is not acting right? Well, he ain’t 

speaking to me.  Now, that may sound like a big thing, 

but when you go and start boiling it down, and 

oftentimes, even when I talk with couples about things, 

and I’ve talked with them about their spouse.  By the time 

I get through with them, they say, you know, my spouse 

ain’t that bad.  Most of the stuff are really -- did you know 

most of the problems that put in our head, most of the 

stuff is trivial when we really boil it down?  Most of the 

stuff is really trivial, most of our tribulations and most of 

the things that have us all upset is trivial.  Yet, God says 

in the midst of all of even the big stuff -- now see, and 

that’s the difference in someone that’s in Christ, and 

someone that’s not.  Someone that’s in Christ, they can 

handle the big stuff and rejoice.  Someone that is not, the 

little stuff has them all upset.  The little stuff has them 

all upset.  What’s the big things on your tribulation list? 

 

And he says, “as it is written for thy sake, we are cured all 

the day long, we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.  

Nae and all these things we are more than conquerors 

through him that loves us, for I am persuaded and I 

believe, that I feel this in my gut that neither death nor 
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life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 

present, nor things to come, nor height, nor deaf, nor any 

other creature should be able to separate us from the love 

of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Now, let me tell 

you something about this.  I don’t know Paul, never met 

the man, only know him through his writings, but I can 

tell you this, this was written by a man that has been 

through something.  I’ll can tell you that.  I don’t know 

Paul.  I’ve never met him but I can tell you that’s a 

statement that has been written by men that has gone 

through something and sometimes, people.  That even – 

see, first of all, you don’t even know what fate you got 

until it’s tested because fate untested is not real fate.  You 

don’t really know what fate you’ve got until you’ve been 

tested with it.  I was watching a boxing match years ago, 

and one of the trainers was just a (00:39:11) boxwer.  You 

know talking about how the other man was just slipping 

blows in right and left.  He was trying to catch him.  Look, 

man, when the man come in and swing at you, you 

counter with a combination, one, two.  And at the end of 

the match, the thing got into a melee of where all the 

folks started jumping in the ring and the manager got in 

there and he ran over to the other – opponent boxer and 

the boxer, he then started to hit two or three times.  And 

the manager was sitting over there in the corner, blood 

streaming all down in his head and then fighter over.  He 

said, man, you’re – he said, man, I didn’t realize.  He said, 

that thing in there are rough.  They’re radical fans.  

(00:39:49)  Now, he is a manager all out of shape.  See, he 

was able to tell the – he was out to tell the boxer, look, 

when he is coming (00:39:56) and he got in there and he 

couldn’t even stand up straight. 

 

00:40:00 

 

And man (00:40:01) four or five times and let me look 

around -- it was different.  It’s easy for him to tell despite 

of what you do.  When he got up against the man, he saw 

a whole -- you see, faith is untested.  When you get in the 

fight, when you have tribulation, when you have to deal 

with some tough things in life; that’s when your faith is 

really tested.  It’s not tested if you don’t -- if you never 

been through anything, you’ve got (00:40:37) these verses 

read about something and Paul names every extreme that 
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you can named, (00:40:42) neither death nor life, angels 

nor principalities, no demon, no powers. 

 

 He said, nothing in the (00:40:52) nor nothing coming, 

nothing height or nothing depth.  Nothing to the east, 

nothing to the west, and that’s a conviction, can you all 

say that?  I mean, where you can say nothing on the face 

of the earth, nothing seen or unseen is going to be able to 

separate me from the love of Christ.  And see, when you 

get that time of conviction deep in your soul, that’s how 

Paul could go through all this stuff, that’s how he can say 

“I can rejoice in the midst of all of this tribulation and all 

of this persecution” that’s how he could say all of this stuff 

because he had gone through some things and he come 

out of the thing more than a conqueror. 

 

 I like Paul.  Paul was a man after my own heart and 

spirit because Paul said; he said “The things that I know I 

should” you are don’t doing the things (00:41:49) that is 

very thing (00:41:52) I like Paul; Paul was straight.  He 

went trying to be up on some high mountain and all this 

kind of stuff, someone I (00:42:00) Paul let you know -- he 

said “Look, I got some problems, I got some issue, the very 

self that I know all to do, I find myself not doing that and 

the very thing I know I have (00:42:10) is this by the man 

who wrote most of the New Testament.  Paul has -- he has 

some tribulation even in his own life.  He struggled with 

some things as we all do.  He said, “I got struggled, I got 

issues but even in the midst of all this, even with all this 

stuff, there’s one thing I do know.  Now, I may know I 

have some trouble within my own life.  I may know I have 

some things that I need to stop doing.  I know I have some 

things I need to start doing.  I know all these and I know 

I’ve got those issue but there’s one thing that I do know.”  

No matter what comes, nothing -- turn to your neighbor 

and say “Nothing.”  No matter what comes, nothing is 

going to separate me from the love of Christ.  No matter 

what comes and see, Paul knew that there was something 

(00:42:59) at least it is good, at least when you know 

yourself.  When you know you have weakness because we 

-- that’s another thing about a good fighter.  A good 

fighter knows his weak spot. 
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 If a man know he can’t fight good on the left side, he will 

stand on the left side.  So, sometimes you have to know 

your weak spot and you need to know your weak spot if 

you know that you’ve got a weak on a certain area, don’t 

too be scared over in that area.  If you know you’re weak 

in that area, stay clear in that area.  If you’re a man and 

you know your weakness is women, well you can’t be 

looking at women, you can’t be hanging around women, 

you can’t be going out and lust with women, you got to 

stay away from that area when you know you’re weak in.  

So, if you know you’re weak somewhere, if you got a 

(00:43:41) problem and you know you’re weak with sweet, 

you can’t be (00:43:44) beg of cookies for (00:43:46) in a 

cabinet and leave (00:43:48).  You can’t be sitting there 

with no (00:43:51) with over a cake bowl, with glass, 

you’ve got a (00:43:54) cake under that and you just say “I 

know I’m weak with this case but I’m (00:43:59) I’m going 

to sit here, I’m going to resist you evil cake” and you walk 

by it.  No, you got to know your strength and know your 

weakness and stay away from the stuff that you you’re 

weak in. 

 

 See, even those tribulation comes to us people and many 

of the answer is we have much more tribulation than we 

should have because we don’t learn and that’s the result 

we have to go through the thing over and over and over.  

There’s one verse I want -- I turn to the book of Hebrews.  

I want everyone to see this; Hebrews 5 and this is kind of 

a -- you heard this verse maybe once or twice but you’ve 

never really understood and then the way I’m going to 

explain it, it may shock somebody.  Somebody of you may 

not agree with me, that’s all right because I wanted to say 

it.  But I want to show you something that this tribulation 

is necessary in our lives yet we need to minimize the 

things.  You see, even though I go to tribulation, a wise 

man will minimize it. 

 

00:45:01 

 

 And when (00:45:03) that you only have to go through a 

thing one time.  See, if you have to go through it two 

times, three times, and four times and then (00:45:11) 

keep going over and over and over in your life, it means 

that you have not learned the lesson.  And when you not 
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learn the lesson, you’re going to keep repeating those 

things over and over and over again until you learn the 

lesson. 

 

 Hebrew 5 beginning with verse number eight and it reads 

(00:45:36).  “Though he were a Son, yet learned he 

obedience by the things which he suffered; and being 

made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation 

unto all them that obey him; called of God a high priest 

after the order of Melchisedec.”  Verse eight says “Though 

he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things 

which he suffered by the tribulation.  Now, this is the 

deep point.  Now, if Jesus learned obedience what is that 

mean before he learned it?  That’s a deep point.  See, it’s 

kind of unspoken (00:46:25) it’s likely (00:46:26) I learned 

to walk.  Well, what is that mean before I learned how to 

walk?  If Jesus learned obedience by the things that he 

suffered, what does that says before he learned?  There 

was something he wouldn’t obedient to. 

 

 I know (00:46:45) shock because you have used to heard -- 

that’s why he came in the flesh as all of us in the flesh, we 

have to learned something the hard way.  See, he learned 

obedience by the things which he suffered.  Tribulation.  

People, if Jesus himself and -- you know, if you like the 

son of God wouldn’t have to suffer to learn.  You know, 

we’ve always look Jesus just suffered just for our sake.  

No, he learned obedience through the things that he 

suffered.  See, that’s why you don’t hearing much about 

Jesus’ life before he is 30 years old, he learned it over 

time.  He had to go through some things.  He had to 

learned somethings, he had to understand something that 

you go like he was said the son of God surely you could 

just teach by (00:47:40) no, he came in the flesh just like 

us.  I was (00:47:43) be told by just the impartation of the 

knowledge.  I wish God to just bring it on me and I’ve got 

all of the wisdom, and all of the knowledge, and all of the 

experience that I wouldn’t have to go through the scars 

and go through the battles and go through the hurt and 

go through the pain.  I wish God could just send a 

(00:48:04) heavenly kissed and just kissed the knowledge 

into my very soul and spirit.  That’s what I wish but even 

with his own son; the Bible says that Jesus learned 

obedience through the things that he suffered.  Now, 
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that’s a deep one because it’s not traditional with what 

we’ve been told and what we think.  Jesus have to learned 

obedience to some other stuff he suffered and he had to go 

through somethings that perhaps not in the Bible because 

it then talks about anything but (00:48:48) one time he 

was in the temple and even then, parents had to 

comeback looking for him and (00:48:54) he was obedience 

(00:48:56) but he learned somethings and he learned 

obedience through the things that he suffered. 

 

 Most are not going to benefit from tribulation and 

suffering.  Most are not going to benefit from tribulation 

and suffering and (00:49:26) because most are going to 

destruction, that’s biblical.  Why (00:49:33) we read that 

in Matthew 7:13 “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is 

the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 

destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 

Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 

leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.”  Let me 

read it in the New Living Translation; it says this.  “You 

can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate.” 

 

00:50:01 

 

It is interesting because when you go and you look up 

tribulation in the Hebrew, the word is Tsar, T-S-A-R.  Do 

you know what it means?  It means narrow.  Narrow.  

You can enter God’s kingdom only through the narrow 

gate.  The highway to hell is broad.  That’s why I center 

my life in this new living -- it just put it straight.  The 

highway to hell.  The highway to hell is broad, and the 

gate is wide for the many who choose the easy way.  But 

the gateway to life is small and the road is narrow and 

only a few ever find it.  Tribulation.  You can’t enter the 

kingdom of God without -- how much tribulation?  Much 

tribulation.  It means narrow.  It’s the same as that 

narrow gate.  But you know also -- and see, this is where 

the illusion and the delusion comes in. 

 

Tribulation is also on the highway to hell.  The only 

difference of the exits where it’s located.  On the narrow 

path, tribulation is upfront.  On the highway to hell, 

tribulation is down the road.  That’s the only difference.  

See?  The exits are reverse.  On the narrow gate, you’ve 
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got tribulation upfront and the kingdom of God down the 

road.  On the highway to hell, you’ve got what appears to 

be paradise upfront.  The good time, the good feeling, the 

(00:51:53).  And then you’ve got destruction on down the 

road.  Most that go through tribulation will not learn from 

it.  Most that go to jail go back to jail.  They don’t learn 

from it.  And even when you go through tribulation 

people, sometimes you have to understand.  When you go 

through something that is negative, sometimes, it will 

give you in the flesh a tendency to even fail that thing 

again. 

 

You see?  If you go through love and your heart broke, do 

you know it’s hard for folk to ever love again once they 

had their heart really broken?  They can’t trust, they can’t 

open up, they go in with all this baggage and the conflict 

had tribulation in the past.  It clouds and it shuttles the 

future.  Most people that go in business only go in 

business if they fail, they only try it at one time.  Because 

it has such a bad experience.  It scares them and it leaves 

them deep hearted for trying anything else and you don’t 

have to -- you go have to keep going even when you go 

through tribulation and understand the value of 

tribulations.  So, what if you’ve had your heart broken?  

You know about that?  You see, one thing that Paul was 

noticing.  He said, “There’s one thing I do, forgetting the 

past -- you know, that’s just one thing and he said, “I’m 

keeping my eye on (00:53:31) Christ Jesus.  There’s one 

thing I do.  I forget the past.  Some of you have gone 

through tribulation in some area and that’s one – that’s 

why when Jesus comes in, he washes us that’s why 

(00:53:46).  And all of the stuff that you’ve been through 

when you come to Jesus, you don’t need to bring all that 

old stuff with you.  He’s washed it clean.  And all of the 

pain and all of the hurt, some of them abused these 

children and because we are abused, we’re here with) the 

same stuff and abuse our children.  Tribulation that is not 

rooted in Christ.  But whenever you’re rooted in Christ, 

God is going to send tribulation your way to teach you, to 

train you, to discipline you and to make sure you stay on 

the right path.  It’s what he did with his own Son.  And 

Jesus learned obedience by the things that he suffered.  

Now supposed Jesus hadn’t learned obedience, where 

would we be?  Without his sufferings -- (00:54:48) Jesus 
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went on the cross for us.  (00:54:53) because he had to 

learn to become the savior for us all to suffering. 

 

00:55:00 

 

You don’t have to learn because you don’t have to say 

some folk, how do you think we meet Jesus?  Through 

you?  For some and some of the places you go, the only 

way people that going to see Jesus and how you’re going 

to learn obedience listed be through the things that you 

suffer.  It is the value of tribulation.  And my mother 

always used to tell me, “Son, whenever you get 

experienced, keep the receipt.”  Whenever we go through 

these things, let us understand, it is a value of tribulation 

and we cannot even enter into the kingdom of God 

without much and even Jesus had to go through it to 

learn obedience so must we.  And I thank you Lord that I 

possibly in (00:56:06) to just thank God for the stuff he 

sent that I’ve had to go through, his (00:56:12) that has 

taught me.  And some of you made me (00:56:15) just take 

some time, just bow your heads and just say you almost 

silent prayer, I’m just want to pause about 15 seconds so 

you can pray.  You need to pray for the tribulation and to 

thank God for the tribulation he has sent into your life 

that has helped you to grow and has helped you to get 

closer to him.  So, we just going to say a silent pray and 

you need to say your own prayer for 15 seconds and thank 

God for tribulation.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen and Amen.  The 

value of tribulation in our lives.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  

Amen and Amen. 

 

00:57:05 
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