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Nathaniel Bronner:Well, tonight, I’m going to preach from the title of "The 

Roughest Verse in the Bible."  And I ran across this verse and as 

that revelation unfolded, I said, "Whoah!  This is the roughest 

verse in the bible."  Now, that’s my opinion.  Many of you may 

have some other verse that you think – because you see, there 

are some verses that are just rough.  There are some things that 

are more difficult to do than others.  For example, if you looked 

at some of the rough verses in the Bible.  Some of the things that 

it’s kind of hard to do and you don’t have to turn it because 

you’ve heard it in Matthew 5:43.  Jesus said "You have heard it 

that it has been said, 'Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate 

thine enemy. But I say unto you, love your enemies, bless them 

that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 

which despitefully use you, and persecute you."  Do you know 

that’s a rough verse?  Now, some of you all may not think that’s 

a rough verse, and if you don’t think that’s a rough verse, it’s for 

one or two reasons.  It’s either because you haven’t thought 

about it or you haven’t had anybody that despitefully used you.  

And you haven’t had anybody that hated you, and you haven’t 

had anybody that persecuted you.  See, if you’ve been one of the 

people that have just had a blessed life where everybody that 

you’ve run into has been good to you.  If everybody that you’ve 

run into has only thought about your higher well-being and your 

welfare and laid out a (00:02:06), then you cannot really 

appreciate the roughness of that verse.  You have to run into 

somebody that’s a little bad.  You have to really run into 

somebody that just puts three or four knives in you back, and 

once you run into that kind of person, then when this verse is 

brought before you when this person has done all kinds of stuff 

against you and then you feel your blood is starting to rise up 

and boil, and somebody comes to you quoting that verse, "Love 

them that hate you.  Bless them that curse you."  Do you know 

when somebody – I mean just showing up.  Now, the Bible 

sometimes gets real literal, it’s multilevel.  But you know, when 

somebody has just shown up, not curse you out, cuss you out.  

Do you know when somebody just cussed you out?  You see, it’s 

rough to bless him.  It’s rough to tell that person, "Peace be upon 

you and may the blessings of God be with" – that’s rough folk.  

There are some rough verses in the Bible, and that’s one of those 

rough verses.  Even on that same fifth chapter of Matthew verse 

27, "Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, thou 

shalt not commit adultery.  But I say unto you, that whosoever 

looketh on a woman to lust after her, hath committed adultery 

already with her already in his heart."  Do you know that’s a 
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rough verse there?  I mean, now, there are many men that are so 

happily married that no matter what the woman looks like, they 

look past and they doesn’t say anything.  There are some men in 

that situation, but that’s not most of them.  And I’m talking 

about even your sanctified men in the church because 

sometimes, there are women that even come into church to just 

(00:04:16).  And sometimes, there are – and even the most 

sanctified can’t stay married and sometimes just look over and 

there’s some – you know, that’s a rough verse, not to even look 

upon a fine woman and have any lust in your heart.  Jesus said 

to even look upon them with lust.  Now, some may say, "Well, 

lust is when you’re over the grill on it."  But lust is – I mean, 

where is the line.  That’s hard.  That’s hard, man.  (00:04:51) is 

going on right now and there’s going to be some people out there, 

somebody dressed up.  And I told someone, I said, 

00:05:00 

 

 "Look, if I see some women out there all fine and somebody even 

got fussed up on it," I said, "I’m going to speed up."  And they 

told me, they said, "You’re going to speed now, but (00:05:15) 

going to speed up before you get there or I don’t see you get 

there."  That verse and the difficulty of staying in line with that 

verse, that’s a difficult thing to do, yet there are many men who 

do it, but it’s not easy.  And on down in the next verse, "And if 

thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for 

it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish 

and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell."  That’s a 

rough verse.  Over to Luke 14:26, "If any man come to me, and 

hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and 

brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my 

disciple.  And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after 

me, cannot be my disciple."  Ladies and gentlemen, those four 

verses that I have read, those are some rough verses.  Those are 

some difficult verses.  Now, some of the verses, when you read 

them in other translations have a different meaning, just like 

the last one that I just read.  When you read a different 

translation, it says, "If you want to be my follower, you must 

love me more than your own father and mother, wife and 

children, brothers and sisters – yes, more than your own life."  

That’s easier than hating because some of the things have to do 

with the translation.  "If thy right eye offend thee," that has to 

do sometimes with translation.  But those first two, (00:07:30) 

lust and love your enemy is the same in all translations.  But 

yet, there is a verse that was so much rougher, that when I even 
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discussed it with somebody, they said, "You sure that’s the right 

– you sure you – check the Greek."  And I said, "Check the 

Hebrew."  And I checked the Greek, and I checked the Hebrew, 

and I checked the Aramaic, and it read the same in all of those.  

And it read the same in all translations, and it is by my opinion, 

the roughest verse in the Bible.  Open your bibles to the Book of 

Luke.  And some of you may not think it’s that rough, but I tell 

you people it is.  In the Book of Luke chapter 16, I’m about to 

reveal to you what I consider to be one of the hardest and 

toughest and roughest verses in the Bible, yet if you can conquer 

this verse.  In Luke 16:13-14, "No servant can serve two 

masters, for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or 

else he will hold to the one, and despise the other, Ye cannot 

serve God and mammon.  And the Pharisees also, who were 

covetous, heard all these things: and they derided him."  And I’m 

going to read to you that same verse from the NIV version, "No 

servant can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the one and 

love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the 

other.  You cannot serve both God and money.  The Pharisees, 

who loved the money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus." 

 

00:10:00 

 

This is in my opinion the roughest verse in the Bible.  And yet 

you say, why is this so rough?  Let me ask you, what does Jesus 

say will happen if you serve money?  What does he say will 

happen if you serve money?  You see, Jesus says, one of two 

things will happen.  Jesus says, if you serve mammon or if you 

serve money, either you will hate God or despise God.  Does 

anybody see that?  Look in to the verse more clearly.  This is Jesus 

talking.  No servant can serve two masters, for either he will 

hate one and love the other or else.  He gave you two options; or 

else he will hold to the one, and despise the other.  So, if you 

serve money, Jesus says, one of two things will happen.  Either 

you will hate God or either you will despise God.  Did you see 

that very clear?  Is there any of my option other than those those 

two if you serve money?  Either you will hate God or either you 

will despise God.  There is no other option according to Jesus.  

But you see, that’s not the rough part.  That’s not the part that 

(00:11:37).  We all see and we all understand what will happen if 

we serve money, but I ask you the flipside of that.  What does 

Jesus say will happen if we serve God?  Look at the verse.  What 

will happen if God is our master?  What does Jesus say will 

happen if we serve God?  That’s the roughest verse in the Bible 
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to me.  Jesus says, if we serve God, we will either hate money or 

despise money.  Folk, that’s rough.  And I mean, that’s rough 

because I don’t know anybody that hate money.  How many of 

you, raise your hand?  I like this.  Anybody know, anybody?  I 

don’t know anybody including myself.  Now, hate is one level 

that high and despise is a slightly lower level.  Despise is not 

that to hate somebody.  It’s just means you know, you kind of 

don’t like them.  You know, you kind of don’t want to be around 

them.  There are some things about them that you just have.  

Despise is not as strong as hate.  It just means that you really 

don’t like them.  Folk, I don’t even know anybody that don’t like 

money.  How many you all know just one person?  Raise your 

hand.  Just one, I’m not -- when God sent light back into Sodom 

and Gomorrah the to get -- he had to get, you know, (00:13:37).  

How many of you know one person?  Just one person that does 

not like money.  And I look at this verse and I was discussing it 

over with my little brother James and he was saying, he said, 

there’s got to be loophole in that.  He said, that can’t be.  He 

says, there’s no way in the world.  He says, check all the 

translation, then I checked it and I looked over and go through 

and through and it’s as straight from the mouth of Jesus.  That’s 

I wanted you to read it.  People, I’m not saying it.  Don’t go out 

and say the thing that Bronner said, that quote.  I didn’t say it.  

Jesus said it.  I did not say it.  I’m just pointing it out to you.  

But it’s the roughest verse in the Bible because it should mean a 

thing.  It say, hate and despise money.  What in the world?  And 

then Jesus said, for the Pharisees who love money.  Now, that 

one did have a different translation because the King James 

Version says and the Pharisees also who were covetous. 

 

00:15:00 

  

Now, I went and checked the Greek on the word covetous and 

the Greek on that is (00:15:10) does not mean love of money.  It 

doesn’t mean that at all.  What (00:15:20) means in the direct 

translations from the Greek, it means fond of silver, but it 

doesn’t mean love of money.  It means they were fond of silver.  I 

mean, that answers a whole lot and I got to admit, I don’t even 

know too many ministers that are not fond of silver.  What about 

you C. Elijah?  Let me ask a pastor.  (00:15:53) a pastor in the 

Ark of Salvation.  Let me ask you pastor, are you fond of silver?  

And the pastor might say, “no, me fond of greens.”  But you see, 

silver in that day represented, all the coinage was with silver.  I 

don’t even know any ministers that are not fond of silver 
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because people, I’m fond of it myself.  I like the house of money.  

I like when my money is rolling in.  I don’t like to be broke.  I 

don’t like to be poor.  I don’t like to be struggling.  I’m kind of 

fond of silver myself.  So, when I look at this verse and I saw 

what Jesus said, and I tried to see what that -- you see, 

sometimes we try to twist what Jesus said instead of making -- 

say mean something he didn’t say.  He meant exactly what he 

said, because I looked at all of the translation.  It brought back 

to direct to see -- Jesus said exactly what he meant.  That if you 

serve God, there are only two things that you can think about 

now.  That you either hate it or you despise it.  Now, people, is 

that rough or not? 

 

Did you all know any of the verse as rougher than that?  And 

what -- I mean your (00:17:25) is not nearly as rough as that.  I 

would want to forgive an enemy.  I would want to bless 

somebody that just cussed me out.  I would want to do all of that 

than despise money.  That’s rough and yet I understand what 

Jesus was talking about.  You see, sometimes you have to ask 

yourself what Jesus is trying to mean.  you just look at his life 

pattern, look at what he told his disciples to do, look at how he 

traveled about and it will tell you.  Jesus meant exactly what he 

said.  And that’s what God told me tonight, it would be one of 

the most powerful messages that I’d ever preached, but it also 

would be a message that a whole lot of folks wouldn’t like.  I just 

want everybody in here to raise your hand if you’re fond of 

money.  That’s a rough verse.  That’s a rough verse.  And yet, 

you know, sometimes even human being would give up their life 

before they will give up their money.  Do you know that?  

Sometimes a robber will come to a man and ask him for his 

wallet.  That man will sit there and fight and risk his life before 

you give up that wallet.  Sometimes, somebody tried to snatch 

somebody’s pocketbook and that lady will hold on to that 

pocketbook and risk being shot, being stabbed, being beaten.  

How many times have you read in the paper about somebody 

getting killed over $2.00, $5.00, $10.00, $20.00.  People place 

money even above the value of human life.  So, when you look at 

all of the major ills in society.  The Bible says, for the love of 

money.  For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.  

Now, it doesn’t say it’s the root of all evil.  It says, is the root of 

all kinds of evil. 

 

00:20:00 
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And when you look backward of all of the strife that we have in 

the world, all over the world, about 90% of them you can trace 

right back into money.  We find that all the racial problem here 

in America.  When you go back and look at the roots of racism, 

when you go back to the roots (00:20:18).  When you look at 

many of the ills of the society of what men does, it is because of 

the love of money.  And if money were not involved, the thing 

would be straightened out.  For the love of money.  And yet this 

verse, as I wrestle with this verse, and I told you even for the 

last couple of weeks, I've been going through some challenges 

even in business and I was in Philadelphia last night and as I 

was lying there in Philadelphia, God spoke to me, and he said 

this to me, he said, "You have been more worried about the 

business situation.  This feeling that your money that you've 

been worried about any of myself.  And you know, he’s been 

telling the truth?  Did you know I have not stayed awake at 

night worrying about God stuff, but when something was trying 

to get my money, I couldn't sleep real good.  Do you know that?  

But I wouldn't stay up at night worrying about God.  I could 

sleep real good.  All kind of Jesus stuff or God could be going on.   

I could sleep a (00:21:43) but when the stuff went to fooling with 

my money and then God went to reveal some other stuff to me.  

He said even the things that are fooling with your money is not 

your reasons.  See, that's why I told you to keep your expenses 

at 50% of your income, so even as stuff comes and make it 

(00:22:03) you don't you have to worry because it will never 

affect your needs.  It didn't affect my needs.  It is not going to 

affect my survival.  I have follow what God told me to do about 

my own personal life.  I don't have to worry about my house 

note.  Two days of my salary pays my house note.  I don't have to 

worry about that.  I don't have to worry about my car.  I don't 

have to worry about my utilities.  Just fooling with my money 

and it was fooling with excess money.  It was fooling with money 

that I didn't even need for clothing, food, or shelter.  But money, 

my father recognizes years ago.  My father used to have a 

statement.  He says the nerves that rules for the pocketbook is 

the most sensitive nerve in the body.  Do you know that right 

now if a man had a girlfriend and somebody slapped his 

girlfriend and if a man had a brand new shiny $30,000.00, 

$40,000.00 car and somebody went out and took a 

sledgehammer and bust his hood in.  Do know most men will get 

more upset about that who would be busting in on their car than 

they would if somebody is slapping their girlfriend?  Do you 

know I'm telling the truth?  Because the material things that we 
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have gotten so wrapped up and you see, that's why when you 

read the New Testament, it moves you away from all that 

material stuff.  You're taking that stuff and discarding it.  And 

Jesus leads you away from it because he knew that for the vast 

majority of people, it messes them up.  God even told me that 

you won’t find this in scripture, but he told one morning in my 

meditation prayer, he says approximately 92% of my people; 

92% of my people when they get money it did detracts them 

their spirit.  And if you think about it, you know that's pretty 

accurate, and that's why Jesus said, "You cannot serve two 

masters.  And if you serve God by Jesus' own words, then you 

must hate or despise money.  And God also told me, he said, 

"Don't ever tell the people to do something that you can’t do.  

Don't ever tell the people to do something that you can’t do.”  

One thing about it, I’m not going to get up being hypocritical 

that's why I have to raise money, and that's why I know God has 

me going through some things now and he told me that he said, 

"Look." 

 

00:25:06 

 

 He said, if you’re going to worry about the things in your life 

that are excess, you'll never have the courage to get out and 

teach the raw truth of my word without worrying about what 

people are going to say and what people are going to think.  You 

have to pull away and that's why, you know in that day to be a 

disciple of Jesus, you couldn’t be worried about that.  You 

couldn't be worried about what people were going to say about 

you and you couldn’t even be worried about what people are 

going to do to you.  You couldn’t be, and you see, the more stuff 

you have, the less you're going to need them.  If you have a 

$50,000.00 car, you’re far more careful with it than if you have a 

$3,500.00 car.  If you have on a $600.00 suit, you’re far more 

cautious with it than if you have on a $79.95 suit.  There’s just a 

difference and now I understand.  You see, often times, let's say 

you can never understand a man until you walk a mile in his 

shoes and I have at least been on two sides.  I've been on the 

side of where I was materially in mediocrity, and then on the 

side where I walked in abundance.  And do you know, you don’t 

sleep any more peaceful walking in abundance?  And I 

understand why the verse in Proverbs that says the sleep of a 

laboring man is sweet but it is difficult to come by for a rich 

man.  Do you understand sometime the more stuff you get, 

that's why Jesus gave the parable of the sower and the seeds, 
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and he says, the weeds have come up and choked it up are the 

tear and riches of the world?  That's why Jesus said "in no 

uncertain term."  Then Jesus said unto his disciples in Matthew 

19:23, "Verily I say unto you that a rich man and again I send 

you it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 

for a rich man to enter into the Kingdom of God.  And then he 

says that a rich man shall hardly enter into the Kingdom of 

Heaven.  Now, these are Jesus' words.  This is not me.  This is a 

direct quote, I'm not changing it, I'm not twisting it and it reads 

way in every translation.  That you claim to follow Jesus and 

you believe his words, that’s what he said.  Jesus said, it is as 

hard for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of Heaven as the 

camel the eye of a needle and hardly shall a rich man enter.  

And you see, I have a problem with that because I’m rich 

relatively speaking.  Compared to some folk I ain’t, but it 

depends on who compare yourself to.  See, this is not absolute.  

This is relative and just like when I went to the Amazon and 

then the Amazon they don’t hardly have anything.  I mean, they 

were amazed at (00:28:38).  They were amazed at just a baseball 

cap.  Those kind of things to them were like gold and we kept 

hurting as we walked through the jungle, we’re going to the rich 

man's house.  We are going to all the wealth and (00:28:53) we 

are going to the rich man's house.  And when I got to the rich 

man's house, it was made out of straw.  It didn't have doors on 

it.  He didn't have no bathroom on the inside.  I mean, the floor 

is like (00:29:11) if you could see that, but he was rich because 

he had a generator.  And you see, there was no town in the 

jungle and when everybody else was in the dark and when the 

sun go down, everybody had to go to bed.  They don’t have a 

candle.  This man pulled a cord and cranked up his generator 

and he had a life.  And as a result, everybody in the whole 

village call this man a rich man, yet if anybody in the (00:29:42) 

would have to his house, they wouldn't be happy at all.  So, 

(00:29:49), and it’s relative.  So, long as you’re rich is not an 

absolute term, rich was a relative term. 

 

00:30:00 

 

So Jesus said that it is as difficult for a rich man to enter the 

Kingdom of Heaven as a camel the eye of a needle.  Now, he is 

not talking about a sowing and you all know that.  He is talking 

about the gate in the wall that the camel had to get down on all 

fours, bend his head and just crawl through.  It’s very difficult 

for that camel to get through that little bit of gate.  And yet, 
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Jesus had said this.  There is no argument about what he 

meant.  It is clear in every interpretation; it has never varied 

and yet Jesus said it makes it more difficult when you are rich 

for you to enter into the Kingdom Heaven.  Yet, I want 

everybody in this room to raise their hand if you want to be rich.  

Now, did not the Word say that it is difficult for a rich man to 

enter into the Kingdom of Heaven?  Now, if the Word says that 

it is difficult for a rich man to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven 

and we’ve got some sanctified folk in here.  We Bible believer, 

scripture quoting, Holy Ghost, tall taking, baptized (00:31:23) 

and Jesus has said, it is more difficult and no uncertain terms 

and he said, hardly will a rich man get there.  And yet, everyone 

of us in here – pastor, did you raise your hands?  How in the 

world (00:31:41).  You want to be rich.  That's why I told you and 

you saw the scripture.  See, there ain’t arguing with the 

scripture.  Some will go and quote some of the (00:32:00) that 

Paul said about brother and I wished above all things that you 

prosper and did help – when we read that verse and all the 

translation, it changes.  He said simply, brother and I hope that 

you're doing well and you're in good health.  Jesus said where he 

says, “Seek ye first the Kingdom of Heaven and all these things 

will be added unto you.”  When you read what that verse is 

talking about (00:32:19) and this put all these things and 

everything from mansion sitting on the mountaintop to a private 

airplanes and everything else.  All he was talking about was 

food and clothing.  So, there’s nothing in the New Testament at 

all that contradicts what Jesus said.  Now, the Old Testament – 

but see, even the Old Testament when God gave him all these 

stuff, it wasn’t long before the children of Israel went (00:32:49).  

That's why Jesus knew he had to take a different track.  Yet, as 

the revelation of all of this came and yet we see.  Jesus tells you 

and that's not the only verse he talks about it.  It’s why I jog and 

recently we started riding bicycles.  And you see, if I wanted to 

go and compete in a race and if I wanted to win the race, I got to 

be as light as I can get.  I got to have the weight off of me.  I 

need light running shoes.  I am not going out with that jogging 

with a big heavy overcoat on.  I’m going to get as light as 

possible.  And that Jesus is saying he didn’t say it was 

impossible, he says it was hard and hardly would be making.  

He didn't say it was impossible, just that it was more difficult 

and if I want out to go in a race, it wouldn't be impossible if I put 

a 25-pound weight on my back.  It wouldn't it be impossible for 

me to win it, but it would be a whole lot more difficult.  When we 

go out and ride bicycles, the more expensive the bicycle is, the 
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lighter it is, because if you want to win, you lighten the load.  So, 

what Jesus is saying is that the riches and money weighed tou 

down, but every one of us wants that weight.  And you see, 

that's the problem.  Every one of us including me wants that 

weight.  You know, there’s not a person that just even want to be 

comfortable.  You see, I did not ask -- somebody could have kept 

their hand down and said I don't want to be rich.  I just want to 

be comfortable.  Shoot!  There wasn’t even a person that even 

just wanted to be comfortable.  I got a friend of mine that plays 

the lottery, just focuses on the lottery real heavy. 

 

00:35:05 

 

And every time the lottery will get real big, he’ll get all excited.  

I said, look man, I said, (00:35:11) have a 50 million dollar 

lottery, (00:35:15) 5 million dollar lottery.  So, why are you 

getting all excited just how the big game is going up to 60 or 70 

million.  (00:35:23).  And you know what he say?  He said, no 

man, I need the 50 million dollar lottery.  And you see, even if 

we just the smallest lottery, the smallest lottery would give you 

$10,000.000 a month, the smallest lottery will be.  That is what 

you want is to be comfortable but he did not even want any part 

of comfortable.  He wanted to be rich, and unfortunately in 

different forms and in different fashions, all of us want to be rich 

regardless of what Jesus said about that is going to make it 

more difficult for you to get in heaven.  I want to be rich.  Right 

now, if I stop my income where it is, stop my company right now 

and just held it exactly where it is, I wouldn't (00:36:27).  I don't 

any more money.  Now, some people can (00:36:31) I need some 

more money but sometimes if you stop and ask yourself, you 

won't use some more money are two two different things.  I don't 

need any more money, but I want some more money.  And that's 

a big big difference, and that's why God even has been working 

with me on the area of money.  For those of you who were that 

night and the prophet guest was here and she prophesized some 

things over me.  She prophesized several materialistic things 

over me.   She said that you will one day own a Lear jet.  You 

can’t own a Lear jet (00:37:13).  Let me say that right now.  

Lear’s, they’re like Cadillacs.  I mean the cheapest used is a 

little (00:37:20) 2 million dollars.  I was out of the airport and I 

saw a man fly in on a Lear.  When I asked him, how much gas 

does that thing burn?  He said, well, he said it takes about 200 

gallons just to get up in the air.  I said goodness gracious and 

the gas is two dollars and some a gallon.  It takes me $400.000 
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just to get up in the air.  So, that's not a kind of situation that 

you can operate when low on money.  And she said I see you in a 

big fabulous house and then she added another line behind it 

and she said, "God will give it to you because it will not matter 

to you."  And I see now as God is sending me through some 

things and even as my brother James, we're in that company 

together and were thinking of another product.  God told us to 

put a hold on it and He said because you all are not even ready 

yet to handle the prosperity and your spirit is not ready for.  

(00:38:31) some of you all don't think money can ruin you but I 

know because I've been there.  I have been there and I have seen 

other folk, I have seen other folk when they think they might 

beget some money.  They even get it.  I have seen people make a 

180-degree turn when they even think they might be coming 

into some money.  The whole personality changes.  There’s 

something happens about them and that's why Jesus had 

because he knew what mammon does.  It’s not because there is 

anything evil about money.  There is nothing evil about money.  

Just like there is nothing evil about sex.  That's not the problem.  

The problem is we must serve God.  And Jesus said, don't go out 

saying anything (00:39:28).  And Jesus said, yet to serve God 

you will hate or despise mammon, and folk that's the roughest 

verse that I know in the Bible.  And I will plead with you, if you 

can find another scripture that offsets it, that contradicts it, that 

invalidate it, let me know because I’ve been looking for it. 

 

00:40:02 

If you can find something else, let me know because I want to 

see it, but I cannot find anything else that validates it. 

 

Chapter 4 beginning in verse 31. I want show you.  This was 

when the church has some greatest amount of power.  This is 

when the church was the closest to Jesus.  And in Acts 4:31; 

“and when they had prayed, the place was shaken, an 

earthquake hit while they were assembled together; and they 

were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they state the Word of 

God with boldness.  And the multitude of them that believed 

were of one heart and of one soul; neither said any of them that 

ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they 

had all things common.”  That’s the story of Ananias and 

Sapphira.  Do you all remember that story of when they 

withheld what they had sold and they held a portion and they 

came in.  So, they sold all them and (00:41:25) “Is this all the 

money?”  And she said, yeah, that’s all of it and they struck him 
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dead.  Do you all remember the story?  Well, that’s followed 

right up.  See, that was when they – when a person was in need, 

they went and sold the piece of property and did the whole 

church, and they said, there was none in need in the whole 

church, but they were all -- said that they were all believer of 

one heart and a one soul.  “And with great power gave the 

apostle witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus and great 

grace was upon them all.  Neither was there any among them 

that led.  So, as many as were possessors over lands or a house, 

they sold them.  Do you will see what I said?  Is that everybody 

that had a house and had land sold for as many as were 

possessors of land and house are sold.  And put it all into the 

body so that nobody led.  Now, that’s a good principle.  It really 

is when you think about it.  Did you realize that in every church 

that if everybody came together and put all their money 

together, you won’t have people with problems?  Because in 

America, as a matter of fact if everybody in America did that, 

there wouldn’t be any problems.  Because there is not a shortage 

in money in America, there’s a distribution problem.  There’s not 

a shortage of money.  The situation is that 5% of Americans own 

80% of the money.  It’s a distribution problem and if people 

spread it out evenly, but there is a slight problem with that.  

There is a slight problem with that that I wanted you to see 

what the church did in Acts and see Acts is the first book that 

follows the gospels.  Because it’s an act, it’s doing something.  

And this is the church when it had power, put it in, power.  

Everybody that owned houses and land sold it all and put it in 

common.  Now, I must admit.  That’s why Jesus said for the 

Pharisees were fond of silver.  I ain’t going to do that.   And 

that’s why God told me, I (00:43:56), anything that you’re not 

going to do, I ain’t going to do that.  And it’s not that I don’t 

think it would be a very noble thing.  It will help a lot of people, 

but (00:44:14) do that.  And not only am I not going to do that, 

no one had raised their hands that they want to be rich, is going 

to do that either.  Because why won’t we do it?  And you see, 

even if anyone in the church put everything in one pot to take 

care of all of the needs of every member, every member would be 

taken care of.  So, it’s not like you wouldn’t be taken care of.  

(00:44:47) the Bible says, none of them led.  There were none.  

Right now, when you go into church, you got made to (00:44:54) 

in every church.  Made you less. 

00:45:00 

 Yet, if we follow what Acts did and what the original church did, 

there wouldn’t be any (00:45:07), but I ain’t going to do that.  
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And the reason, it’s like if you had two members in the church 

and one man made $5.00 an hour, and another man made 

$75.00 an hour, and as a pastor, I want you two to merge your 

finances and you all just average it out.  So since one make 

$5.00 an hour and one makes $75.00 an hour, you both made 

$80.00 an hour combined, so just take that and split it down the 

middle and each of you did $40.00 an hour and you can get your 

checks at the end of the week.  Now, the man who makes $5.00 

an hour, that would sound like a pretty good idea to him.  But 

the man who makes $75.00 an hour, there’s no way he want to 

do that.  No way at all, because just the thought, even when 

Jesus told the disciples leave all your house and follow me.  

Supposed the Holy Spirit came and said the same, sell all you 

have, go give it to the goodwill and come all follow me.  You 

know that’s rough?  Just even -- and just to let you know the 

magnitude of the roughness with that.  If they told me, go and 

as much as I love mama.  If they said, come on and stay five 

years, then don’t even think, don’t even talk to your mama.  How 

can I live with that.  I can’t hardly make it with that.  If the 

spirit say, look, come and I want to send you in this mission and 

you will be gone for three years and you won’t even have the 

companionship with your wife, but you’re going to be on mission.  

I can probably live with that.  But if the spirit said, sell all you 

have and come on.  I just ain’t going to do that.  And it lets you 

know sometimes just by there are no (00:47:48) we will sacrifice 

where our true value is on.  And that’s why Jesus said, if you 

serve God, you will hate and despise mammon.  And I said, God.  

I said, what did you look?  I said, I’m not going to be that.  And I 

know that the people are not going to do that.  Why do you want 

me to bring this message?  Why do you want me to?  What’s the 

point?  Because they’re not going to do that.  They’re like, I’m 

not going to do it.  What’s the point?  And God told me this. He 

said, if they love me and if they serve me, the things of mammon 

will not matter.  The things of mammon will not matter.  How 

much of our worry, our upsetness, our stress, and our strife is 

similar on the things of mammon.  How much of it is centered 

around the things of mammon?  That’s why (00:49:04) having 

food and raiment that you can pick.  Stay away from the things 

of mammon.  Know what, be happy just having and you see, I 

know and I understand and if you ever talk to any rich man, 

they’ll tell you the same thing.  They will tell you that they were 

more fulfilled and happy even if they were struggling and had 

little than often when they are when they have much.  I followed 

Ross Perot when he went to prison and with every book that he 
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wrote, and in every one of the book, he talks about he and his 

wife, Margo and everyone he says.  He said, he was happier 

when he had a little bitty house before he had that big 

(00:49:63).  And sometimes you have to go to both end because 

you can never understand one man unless you’ve been there. 

 

00:50:00 

 

And some people, they said, "I don’t see how in the world that 

could make any sense."  But they are more psychiatrists per 

capita in Beverly Hills in 90210 than any other zip code in 

America.  They’ve had more psychological problems, more 

depression, more stuff the stuff (00:50:17) that choke them out.  

And you see, I bring you this message and I’ve brought you 

many messages before on first of all, how to handle the money, 

how to get in more money, but it comes with a delicate balance 

because you sometimes get over-focused on it, and you start 

focusing on the things of mammon.  And when something goes 

wrong with your mammon, something goes wrong with your 

spirit.  And that’s what God late last night, as I laid there in 

that bed in another city was showing me, that the things of my 

world will not upset you but the things on mammon will.  And 

he pointed to me and I started clearly in myself, and I can put 

you on the stuff I’ve been through.  I can tell you about that, and 

I know and I’m relatively a fairly spiritually evolved person, and 

I was wrestling with it.  I have a difficulty with it, and the more 

money I get, the more I have to struggle with staying free of it.  

That’s the roughest verse in the Bible.  And people, God said 

whether you think so or not, this is one of, if not, the most 

powerful verse that I’ve ever preached.  If you can get yourself, 

your spirit unwrapped from mammon, it will be saved.  That’s 

why in so many of the parables when Jesus described what the 

kings in the heaven was, it’s like a great (00:52:00) that when 

the man found it, he ripped and sold all he had, he unloaded the 

cares and the burdens of mammon from his back.  And see, 

mammon has us nerve racked up, working 70 hours a week, 

stressed out, burned out, tired out, (00:52:27), irritable, worried, 

all that kinds of stuff and it’s all centered right back to 

mammon.  And that’s why God told me, you really should keep 

your expenses well below the income.  And see, that’s the 

problem that many of us have.  You can’t let go of the mammon 

because you got too much stuff wrapped on you.  You have 

bought too much stuff, you got too much debt on your credit 

cards, and you’re in a swamp and you have to that’s why he said 
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keep your expenses below your income.  He says, "For if you ever 

let your expenses equal your income, you will need the money."  

And when you need it, you need to (00:53:11) and when you need 

something different.  That’s why Jesus was trying to even tell 

us, you know, keep your expenses low.  He said, don’t take a lot 

of stuff with you.  When you go out in your mission, take one set 

of clothes, one pair of shoes, don’t even care about your credit 

cards.  That’s the modern equivalent of what Jesus is trying to 

take.  Keep your expenses low, people.  The only way that you 

can stay unmired in mammon is not to have all those things and 

it can’t be up to your neck in it, because see, when you’re up to 

your neck in it, it means that the majority of your body is 

covered with mammon.  If you’re up to your neck and have your 

neck sticking out, the majority of your body is covered with 

mammon, and you don’t have much of a choice but to serve 

mammon.  You can’t to come church because you got to work two 

jobs, got to serve mammon.  Can’t get out and work in the 

community because I’m too tired from working.  I have to serve 

mammon.  And many of us think that the things that we get, we 

think that we got them, no many times is they got us.  And I was 

counseling even with somebody the other day, they came to me 

to borrow money to put down on a house.  And I said, "Look, 

you’re going to borrow money to put down on a house.  Now, if 

you ain’t got – I hate to give you bad news with this.”  I said, 

"But if you ain’t got the money to put down on a house, how do 

you think you’re going to pay the notes every month?  Don’t you 

realize you’re about to get yourself snowed under. 

 

00:55:01 

  

For every month, you’re going to be in sweat, you’re going to be 

on a strain wondering how you’re going to pay that stuff.  You 

got to borrow money to get into a debt situation.  Don’t you 

understand that you are about to become more of a servant of 

mammon instead of God?"  And when you get in those kind of a 

situation, you’re going to get yourself wrapped up and locked up 

and burdened down, and the cash, and the riches, and the bills 

are the lord (00:55:29) chocking out the word.  And the credit is 

calling to like you’re coming to get your card.  You can’t sleep 

good at night with that.  When they call and they say we’re 

foreclosing, you got to be out of here in 15 days.  You can’t sleep 

good with that.  That’s stuff chokes out the Word, but it’s often 

because now sometimes, there are unusual extenuating 

circumstances but that’s the exception, that’s not the rule.  The 
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majority of bankruptcies in this country occur with people who 

make over $1000 a week.  It’s because they have gotten 

themselves mired up to their neck in mammon, and as a result, 

they’re servants.  And you cannot serve God and mammon.  For 

either you will hate the one and love the other, or love the one 

and hate the other.  Come out from under the service of 

mammon.  Free yourself up and you’d be surprised.  There’s a 

great belief as God is sending me through this and my spirit is 

getting lighter, and lighter, and lighter, that which the prophet 

just spoke now.  I’m understanding more and more.  He’ll give it 

to you because it won’t matter to you.  Because (00:56:52) you 

with it.  And sometimes, he can’t give it to us because he can’t 

trust us with it.  And he can’t trust you with a whole lot because 

he can’t trust you with a little bit.  He can’t trust you with a 

little bit, so how is he going to trust you with a whole lot?  And 

he cannot trust you with a little bit.  Come out from under the 

unrighteous mammon.  This is the roughest verse that I know, is 

in the Bible.  It’s just (00:57:26), and it’s the thing that even the 

preachers, the Pharisees couldn’t have.  Jesus only let one of his 

disciples touch the money, and that was Judas.  And when 

Judas was touching the money, and if you read in – sorry, I 

talked for the ladies who came in and wanted to put all on Jesus’ 

feet, one of the verses that tell you because Jesus knew that they 

we’re dipping into the treasury.   Jesus knew that Judas was a 

dishonest man.  And as he has started getting money, money 

starting, he sold out.  See, the (00:58:06) of Judas, the one 

disciple he allowed to handle the money, sold him out for it 

because it (00:58:13).  The only way we will keep from coming 

out of the corruption of mammon is to keep some expenses off 

your neck and to keep you some leeway in it because when 

they’re right up there, you’re going to worry every month, you’re 

going to sweat every week, and you got to get up and you got to 

go, and you can’t afford to come to church because you have too 

many bills.  Get out from under mammon.  Get out from under 

mammon, and you cannot serve God and money.  You love one 

and you hate the other one.  Go to Jesus and the more you go 

and the more you understand, the more you see Jesus is not 

kidding and he knew what he was talking about.  He did make 

an error when he made that statement, and if you look in the 

world now, you’ll understand because most of the people, even in 

the church, are not serving God.  And when we get back into 

that spirit, and I’m working on it, where I can get to the point 

with whatever God tells me to do, I’ll be able to do it, but I’m 

working on it.  I am not there yet.  I’m working on it, but I 
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understand it is the correct way.  It is the passage and I will go 

down that same path, and I don’t want to serve the unrighteous 

mammon.  Bow your heads. 

 

00:59:46 
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