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Nathaniel Bronner: I thank you for joining, Brothers of the Word today.  Stay 

tuned, don’t turn that dial.  I have got a message for you today 

that’s going to bring some revelations to some things you haven’t 
heard that will change your point of view.  It will change the 

way you live.  So, don’t turn away, you have only got 30 minutes, 

and these 30 minutes, it may very well change the course of your 

life.  I want you to turn to the Book of Revelation, the last book 

in the Bible and turn it to Chapter 14, we will be studying from 

there. 

 

 And it read thus, Revelation Chapter 14 beginning at Verse 13, 

“And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, 

Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, 

saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their 

works do follow them.”  In that same Book of Revelation, now, 

flip to the 20th Chapter and the 12th Verse.  And the Bible 

reads, “And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; 

and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which 

is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things 

which were written in the books, according to their works.” 
 

 Again down a few more verses.  Chapter 20 Verse 15, “And 

whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into 

the lake of fire.”  And I speak to you today from one simple 

subject, the subject of “Workbook”.  Turn to your neighbor and 

just tell them, “Workbook.”  I heard these words at a funeral, it 

was the funeral of Brother Esmond Patterson, most of you heard 

of him.  He was a gospel giant in this town.  And as I sat there 

and as I listen to his eulogy, these were the verses that the 

preacher read for his eulogy, but he wasn’t taking about, what 

I’m about to talk about. 

 

 And as I heard this verse, something struck me as I listen to the 

preacher and as I heard, and I went back and I read them over 

and over, and over, and over. And I said to myself as I read 

these verses, I said wait a minute, this is revelation.  And this is 

what John saw in the spirit and here is the revelation.  If you 

read the beginning of Revelation.  It says, the revelation of Jesus 

Christ. I said, here it is talking about, what really happens in 

the judgement.  And I said, looking at these verses, it says, first 

in 14, 13 of Revelation, “And their works do follow them.”  Then 

it says in 20:12 of Revelation, “And I saw the dead, small and 

great, and the books were opened: and another book was opened, 

which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those 
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things which were written in the books,” and it says, “According 

to their works.”  “And whosoever, was not found written in the 

book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” 
 

 Now the issue and the thing that hit me was this.  The only 

thing in the books that they judge all the works.  And I said, 

‘Wait a minute, for years I have heard it.  You say, by grace and 

by faith, not by works.”  I said, “Wait a minute.”  I said, “No, I’m 

getting to the point where I’m standing before the judge.  And 

all they looking at a work.”  I said, “Wait a minute, I missed 

something here.”  Turned to him and say, “He missed some 

somewhere.” 
 

 All I had heard, all my life.  You’re not saved by works.  You’re 

only saved by grace and by faith.  But I would go to the court 

room scene, “Yeah, this is the courtroom scene.”  Some of you all 

watched court TV, some of you watching Judge Hatchett right in 

there, and you’re watching. You know all them judges.  Admit it 

or not, you’re familiar with courtroom for figure(ph).  This is the 

courtroom and they say, “In the court room, all they did was 

cook the book.  And the only thing that was in the book that they 

judge on was work.” 
 

 I said now, “Where is my faith?”  You know, they didn’t say it, 

they looked out to see how much faith I have.  Said, every man 

was judged according to his works.  And if your name was not in 

that book of life.  And the only way it would get into the book of 

life was according to your work.  You were cast into the lake of 

fire.  I said, “I have missed it somewhere.”  Because most of you 

all thought that’s what said.  Because I have heard it all and say 

-- I said, “I got to go back and study.  I said, either 

something(ph) was wrong.  The power of pistols(ph) were wrong 

or I have missed somewhere. 

 

00:05:04 

 

 I knew John wasn’t wrong.  Turn to your neighbors and say, “He 

knew John wasn’t wrong.”  I knew all of the verses in the new 

testament and it talked about faith and work.  I knew that 

wasn’t wrong.  Turn to your neighbors and tell them, “He knew 

that wasn’t wrong.”  So therefore, if I knew John wasn’t wrong 

and have I knew the other writers of the new testament, if I 

knew they weren’t wrong, I knew somewhere I have to have 

missed it or somewhere I had to have misinterpreted something.  
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So, I went back to (00:05:36) people.  I tell you right now, I want 

my workbook right.  And I’m not leaving this life just for this 

life, because every day that I wake up, my body is in good shape 

but it don’t feel the same.  I will be honest about it.  I used to 

just bend down and pop right up and never do that.  I do that 

like ten times, my knees -- do you understand what I’m talking 

about? 

 

 I mean, I used to -- I used to could just -- I could work out and I 

never have to warmup.  I could pop on to any kind of weight and 

I could just strain to the limit.  Now, I’ll do that, that pops on.  

My body is aging and as it ages, see, good health, even excellent 

health is merely the slowest rate that you can die.  That’s just 

all there is.  Because if you die, there is no two ways about it.  

Excellent health is merely the slowest rate that you can die.  So, 

this body, as everyday goes forth, it moves closer, and closer, 

and closer, to my eulogy.  And I have got to make sure that -- 

that for this few hours that I am here on this earth, I need to 

make sure my workbook is right.  Because it says, when I get 

before the judgement, they’re going take it over, open the book, 

flip to my name, and they are going to judge me by the work 

that are written in the book.  That’s what the court scene says. 

 

 So, I better go and I better make real sure that I have my stuff 

and all in that workbook.  Now let me just show you, the verses 

that we have heard.  Where we got -- we are saved by grace and 

not by works.  In Romans 3:27.  You don’t have to turn it, 

because I’m going to read them fast.  You can go back, and get 

the tape, check them if you want to.  It says this, Roman 

Chapter 3 Verse 27 and 28, “Where is boasting then? It is 

excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.  

Therefore, we conclude that a man is justified by faith without 

the deeds of the law.  Romans 9:32, “Wherefore? Because they 

sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For 

they stumbled at that stumblingstone.” 
 

 Galatians 2:16, Knowing that a man is not justified by the works 

of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have 

believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith 

of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of 

the law shall no flesh be justified.  Galatians Chapter 3 Verse 2, 

“This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the 

works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?” And then 

Ephesians, the one that we have heard so much, Chapter 2 
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Verses 8 and 9.  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 

that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any 

man should boast.” 
 

 And this perhaps is the culminating verse.  See, let me first all 

explain to you all those (00:09:00) verses.  Every one of those 

verses that dealt with work except for Ephesians had to do with 

the law.  Every one of them had to do with the law and it had to 

do with, you are not going to be saved because you keep the law.  

And that doesn’t even apply to us, because none of us is keeping 

the law.  Because there is 613 law in the old testament 

covenant.  I don’t -- I can’t even tell you the 613, much less keep 

them.  Is there anyone in here that can even name them?  Much 

less.  Matter of fact, if I just asked for the 10 Commandments, 

some folks will be stumbling.  And you still have 603 more, 

because, see the 10 commandments is technically just the first 

10 commandments.  There are 603 more.  So, we don’t even 

know all of the 613 laws, much less keep them.  

 

 And what all of these verses was saying, you will not be saved 

because you keep the 613 laws of the old testament.  Every one 

of those work is referring to the law. 

 

00:10:07 

 

 And those of us that are under crisis, were not even under the 

law.  So, that -- it doesn’t even apply to us.  But this Galatians if 

the one that perhaps we have really, really imbued into our 

spirit.  And let me read that from the new living translations.  

Ephesians Chapter 2.  And I’m going to read the 1st to the 10th 

Verse.  And the new living translation makes it a little clearer.  

And it says, “Once you were dead because, doomed forever 

because of your many sins.” How many of us have been in some 

many sins?  I mean, if you’re ashamed, just don’t raise your 

hand because I know you have. So if you’re ashamed just don’t 
raise your hand.  But how many of us have been -- I don’t even 

want to ask how many of us.  Some of this stuff not even past 

tense.  Some of you all were doing so many sin last night.  I don’t 
even want to get into it.  I’m just assuming this is past. 

 

 “Because once you are dead, doomed forever because of your 

many sins.  You used to live, just like the rest of the world, full 

of sin, obeying Satan the mighty prince of the power of the 

heir(ph).  He is the Spirit at work in the hearts of those who 
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refuse to obey God.  All of us used to live that way, following the 

passions and desires of our evil nature.  We were born with an 

evil nature and we were under God’s anger, just like everyone 

else.  But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so very much, 

that even while we were dead, because of our sins.  He gave us 

life when he raised Christ from the dead.  It is only by God’s 

special favor that you have been saved.  For he raised us from 

the dead along with Christ, and we are seated with him in the 

heavenly realm.  All because we are one with Christ Jesus.  And 

so, God can always point to us as example of the incredible 

wealth of his favor and kindness towards us as shown, in all he 

has done for us through Christ Jesus.” 
 

 And this is the Verse 8, “God saved you by his special favor 

when you believed.  And you can’t take credit for this, it is a gift 

from God.  Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have 

done, so none of us can boast about it.  For we are God’s 

masterpiece.  He created us anew in Christ Jesus, so that we can 

do the good things he planned for us long ago.  Now, see what 

this verse really saying.  And that’s why whenever you take 

scripture, if ever you take the thing out context(ph) and you 

don’t get all of what it is saying, you get a misinterpretation. 

 

 What he’s saying here in Ephesians, he is saying that, before we 

knew Christ, we were sinners and we needed mercy for all of 

those things.  But he said, after that, after we knew Christ.  He 

said then, “So that we can do the good thing he planned for us 

long ago.  He Created us the anew so we can do.”  See, that’s 

other part of the verse.  It says that once you know Christ, then 

you can go into the purpose and then you can start fulfilling and 

then you can start doing the things, he had intended for you to 

do long ago.  And it still going to boil down on you doing 

something. 

 

 Turn to your neighbor and just tell him, “You got to do 

something.”  You see, so many of us think that just because we’ll 
speak a praise or two, or shout a verse or two, you got to do 

something.  And the Bible says when it gets down to that final 

judgement, they said, they open a book and all that they looked 

at were your works.  And then I understand that because 

sometimes, if you sit in a position of leadership, you’ll 
understand that, that a person’s work really is going to reflect 

what they have down on the inside of them. 
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 And that’s why when you again start reading the Bible, you 

start seeing somethings like James 2nd Chapter 14 Verse, says 

this, “What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he 

hath faith, and have not works? Can faith save him?” What 

James is saying is, no, because if a man says he have faith and 

has no works.  Basically, what James said, (00:14:48).  He said, 

“If you say you have faith and have no works.”   Ladies, do 

you want a man that say he loves you? 

 

00:15:01 

 

 “Baby you know, I love you, I love you from the depths of my 

heart,” but won’t come home at night, won’t pay the first bill, 

won’t be faithful to you, beat up on you.  All this kind of things 

but said that he loves you.  That ain’t work for (00:15:21).  God 

is trying to get us to the point of where we move from where we 

just sit.  But we got ought to be to look at our record.  One of the 

things that Dr. McCoy talked about.  First thing he talked about 

was you, you have to have a good name to get your credit and 

all.  Do you know that’s your work? 

 

 And I’ll tell ladies that, and to men, I’ll say, “Look, if you really 

want to check them,” I said, “Well, pull his credit record.” He 

said, Pastor, but you are a spiritual man, go pull his credit 

record.”  I said, “That credit record, will tell you a whole lot of 

stuff.  Because I’m going to tell you right now, if he got problems 

with that credit before you get married and you get married to 

that rascal. Before you get it  straighten out, he is going to mess 

up your credit.  Mark my word, he is going to mess up your --” I 
mean -- and he is a nice man that has nothing to do with it.  

Turns him to -- ladies only, turns that they had nothing to do 

with it. 

 

 He’s a nice man, just as sweet as he can be.  Nice man, but if his 

record and works are messed up, he is going to mess yours up.  

Just mark my words on it.  He going to mess yours up.  He going 

to carry you in the same direction.  So, you need, you need to 

own that judgement book yourself and look at somethings.  

That’s the way the old folk used to do it.  You brought somebody 

home, they (00:16:45), they going looking some work, they 

(00:16:49).  They going look at some works. 

 

 And I have -- unfortunately, even in visions right now, I hate to 

say it, but I don’t trust when those preachers come to me.  I 
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mean, I mean, C. Elijah will tell you that stuff.  All of us in 

business have gotten very cynical of folk coming and talking 

about the Lord.  Because when it comes the time, I said, “Oh my 

goodness, what in the world they wanted?  What trick they got 

up their sleeves?”  And in fact, 80% of the time it is a trick up 

their sleeve.  And you cannot trust, just because people praising 

God, talking about how much they love Jesus, you can’t believe 

all that stuff.  I’m just telling you that, I’m just talking straight.  

Now you just can’t believe-- you got to open some judgement 

book. 

 

 And when you open some judgement book, you start seeing some 

stuff that’s not lining up to what they confess.  And we have to 

make sure that we have our workbook lined up with our 

confessional books.  And if our workbook is not lined up with our 

confession.  See, we need to confession it, but we have to make 

sure that we are living what we are confessing or else we 

thought becoming good con artist.  And if the lines become 

smooth and we rehearsed and we know what to tell people.  I 

mean, know how to make them jump, know how to make them 

feel it.  But deep down, we are not living a bit of that stuff we 

are talking about.  That’s why God, He is not going to look that 

workbook.  And James has some things right. 

 

 And do you know, even the funeral that I heard this eulogy.  It 

was at Esmond Patterson funeral and I -- when I heard it and I 

began to deal with the revelations of God spoke to me and said, I 

want you to preach on this, three weeks later.  And I had to go to 

make sure that, that was this Sunday because I couldn’t 
remember when the funeral was.  So, I had to go to the internet 

and, and I had to look up his funeral there so I could trace down 

when it was and when I went to it, it was on the Atlanta Journal 

Constitution.  And they had the writeup about the funeral.  

Now, I was able to get the date and confirm that it was this 

Sunday. 

 

 But they had this write up in the head in it where you could 

click on, sign the guest book.  And I want to see, just what guest 

had to say about it and I clicked on it.  There were 34 pages of 

testimony by Brother Esmond, 34 pages.  But this is what I saw, 

at the top it said, this guess book will be discontinued in nine 

days unless you pay for it.  So, I clicked to see, to see how much 

it would cost.  It was $29.00 for one year and $69 permanent.  

There were 34 pages of testimony.  You all know how many folks 
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had paid $29?  No, not one, because it says, it’s going to expire in 

nine days.  There were 34 pages of talking, and that’s all he was 

doing.  Some of the best testimonies I’ve ever heard in my life. 

 

00:20:09 

 

 The talking was good, but not one person had spent, not so much 

as nary(ph) a penny, to preserve the fame.  So, I went and click 

on permanent.  And this morning I paid for it.  And I saw-- I did 

not make any testimony at all, I just paid for it to stay, that’s all.  

In the minute I did and I did not even this is was going to 

happen, the minute I did it, on the top of everyone on the 34 

pages says.  This site is maintained by Nathaniel H. Bronner Jr.  

Right at the top of every page, because it was some work.  I 

didn’t say a word, but it was some work.  And it will be there for 

as long as the AJC is online.  So, if gone -- if anything in the 

material is going to disappear sooner or later.  But it will be 

there a long time.  But it is some work.  And so many times, we 

got all this talk and when you go to check the workbook, there 

are no work behind. 

 

 And sometimes even (00:21:24) sometimes you have folks until 

all that talking in church, I’ll have people just telling me how 

much they love me, how much -- I said, but he must be -- I said, 

C. Elijah, (00:21:32) you must be given a whole lot of money to 

the church.  I said, “How much is it?”  I said, “I don’t like to 

(00:21:37).”  I said, “Man, they love me so much, I just want to 

be there.  I just got to know.  I just want to be shocked by how 

much they’re giving.” 
 

 I asked C. Elijah to check the records and it come back, I said, 

“What?” All that talk behind, but how do they love me and how 

do every work I speak.  All that talk, and you go back to check 

the workbook.”  And I say, “My goodness.”  So I began to 

understand some things.  And I believe there in that workbook, 

several things are going to be written. I don’t know the only 

thing that the Bible says is going to be written all your works.  I 

believe what you did will be there.  I also believe what you did, it 

is going to be there.  Because that, that’s really going to make 

the big difference.  You know, even in Matthew 6:17, it says, 

“Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of 

them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in 

heaven.”  See, if you do the stuff for the wrong purpose, it’s not 

going to be.  Just like when I tell you about the Esmond 
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Patterson, I’m thinking “My rewards, I’ve already gotten right 

there.  That’s done.  I’ve been paid for.  It’s done.” 
 

 So what you did is going to be there, why you did it.  That’s why 

when Jesus says, “The folk came up to Him and said, “Lord, 

Lord, haven’t we done one (00:23:05) name we cast out demons, 

we’ve done all these great things.”  Jesus said, “Get away from 

me, I never knew you.” And they said all these wonderful things, 

but the why that they did it was wrong.  What you did is going 

to be there.  Why you did is going to be there and have you got 

paid for it.  That’s why in the workbook, we need some treasure 

in heaven.   

 

 Folk you all need to better there, you need to get some work and 

yes, you need the faith, but faith without work is dead.  James 

said, he did that several times over and over.  We need some 

works to go along with this faith, because if you have faith, true 

faith, the works will automatically be there.  I thank you for 

joining us today on Brothers of the Word.  You need to get busy.  

I know you have faith, but if you have faith it all to show in 

what you’ve been doing.  And if you haven’t been doing, it’s not 

too late.  You need to get busy, right now. 

 

 Thank you for joining us.  If you like a tape for today’s message 

just give us at call 1-USS-WORD now.  Thank you.  See you 

again same time, same station on next week.  God bless you.  

Amen, Amen and Amen. 

 

 And the first step, he has to even acknowledge our faith.  And 

for those that want to either dedicate or re-dedicate their lives 

through our Lord and savior Jesus the Christ today.  If there is 

anyone here, and you want to dedicate or re-dedicate your life 

into Jesus, we ask you now to simply arise and come forth.  It is 

the first step.  But when you dedicate and when you re-dedicate, 

you ought to have the works to go along, to show that you really 

meant this thing.  But you know, we have so many people that 

come up sometime to dedicate their lives to Christ, to join the 

church and you never see them again.  Their workbook is empty.  

And when God goes check it, it’s empty.  We need to make sure 

that our workbook is full and that we do these things for the 

right reasons. 

00:25:29 
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