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Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother, you 

need the Word. 

 

 Amen, amen.  And stay with us today.  Today is one of those 

deeper sermons.  It took me a while to even dig through and 

interpret and understand what God was trying to tell me to tell 

you so for those of you that are watching on television or if 

you’re listening on TheOnlineWord.com or whether you’re 

joining us at virtualchurch.com, stay tuned as the revelation of 

God comes forth into your life. 

 

 We’ll be studying today from the Book of Genesis, the first book 

of the bible, fourth chapter and the fifteenth verse, the King 

James version and it reads thus, “And the Lord said unto him, 

Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on 

him sevenfold.  And the Lord set a mark upon Cain, lest any 

finding him should kill him.” 
 

 And I want to talk to you for a few minutes today from the 

subject of the Mark of Cain.  Now, this is a story of Cain -- we’re 

familiar with it but I want to go over it.  It begins in the third 

chapter of Genesis, the 23rd verse, and it says, “Therefore the 

Lord God sent him forth from the Garden of Eden, to till the 

ground from whence he was taken.  So he drove out the man; 

and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and 

a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the 

tree of life.” 
 

 The fourth chapter, first verse continues, “And Adam knew Eve 

his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have 

gotten a man from the Lord.  And she again bare his brother 

Abel.  And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of 

the ground.”  Now, I want you to notice something here.  Cain 

was the tiller of the ground but Abel was a keeper of sheep.  

What was Adam?  Adam was a tiller of the soil.  Cain was a 

tiller of the soil. 

 

 The bible in the third chapter of Genesis, 23rd verse says, 

“Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the Garden of Eden 

to till the ground from whence he was taken.”  So, Adam was a 

tiller of the soil, his firstborn son, Cain, was a tiller of the soil.  

It is a reflection of where the son is like the father.  But Adam 

disobeyed and displeased God so did Cain.  Adam was cast out of 
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the Garden and Cain was cast over into another land.  Like 

father, like son. 

 

 Continuing on in the third verse, “And in process of time it came 

to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering 

unto the Lord.  And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his 

flock and of the fat thereof.  And the Lord had respect unto Abel 

and to his offering:  But unto Cain and to his offering he had not 

respect.  And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.” 
 

 Now, why didn’t God have respect for Cain’s offering but has 

respect for Abel’s?  It wasn’t because Abel’s offering had meat in 

it.  I believe that it was because Abel brought of the firstlings 

and of the fat thereof whereas Cain only brought of the food of 

the ground, not the first fruits. 

 

 You see, Abel brought the right offering which was supposed to 

be the first fruits and the fat thereof but it says that Cain just 

brought the fruits.  Cain brought what he wanted to, and how 

many of our offerings do we just bring what we want to?  See, 

God says to bring the one part out of ten.  He says to bring the 

tithes, but we bring what we want to.  So, Cain brought an 

offering but he brought the offering that he wanted to bring, not 

what God said.  And God looked at his offering --  

 

00:05:00 

 

 -- and was displeased with it.  Abel brought the firstling.  He 

brought the first part and there’s a whole different blessing of 

putting God first.  I went to visit a member this past week as 

they opened up their new business and they had money there in 

a jar, and they said this was their first income.  And I said, “You 

know what you need to do with that?”  Most businesses have on 

the wall the first dollars.  You can go in a lot of them and you’ll 
see it.  I said, “You need to put on the wall your second dollar.”  
The first dollar needs to go to God, and when even customers 

come into your business, they’ll see the dollar and right 

underneath it, my second dollar.  They’ll instantly ask, “Well 

what happened to the first dollar?” 
 

 It gives you an opportunity to witness.  And you can say, “My 

first dollar went to God.”  See, that’s the problem, even in 

business, we keep that first dollar for ourselves.  God says the 

first fruit bring them in.  And it is traditional for us to put the 
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first dollar on the wall but it’s not spiritual.  You need to put 

your second dollar on the wall.  Your first dollar needs to go to 

God.  Abel brought unto God the firstlings and it was a proper 

offering. 

 

 And that offering is serious.  You know during the last revival, I 

did something that’s very unusual.  And I said -- I’m free to do it 

because I’m not on (00:06:44).  I don’t get any money from the 

church.  So, I’m not (00:06:50) by personal gain.  During the last 

offering, for those of you who will hear, you remember what I 

did.  The first night, which is offering your biggest offering 

night.  I spoke to the church which was packed and many of 

them were visitors and I told them this -- God spoke to me and 

said this, “If you are not in covenant with your home church, do 

not put an offering in this offering tonight.  Keep your offerings 

back to your home church, you get in covenant with your home 

church first.”  And I told people, “Do not put an offering in this 

offering if you are not in covenant with your home church.” 

 

 And as people filed by to bring the offering, James told me, “Did 

you notice that everyone put something in the offering plate?”  
And he said, “I know good and well all those folks are not in 

covenant with our -- I know they’re not.”  Because the statistics 

say at best, you only have about 1 out of 3 Christians who really 

tithe and who are really in covenant financially.  So he said, 

“Even if this crowd was double and it was half the folk, everyone 

came by and brought something.”  He says, “Folk won’t even do 

right.” 
 

  Give an offering God even tell them not to give, they won’t do 

right.  He said, “They won’t do right when God tells them what 

to give.  They won’t even do right when God tells them don’t 
give, they do in the offering what they want to.”  And that’s why 

God was not pleased with Cain’s offering because he brought an 

offering where he brought what he wanted to bring, and as a 

result, God says, “No, I’m not pleased with this.” 
 

 And I’ve seen the spirit of people not giving all over the place.  

We -- even on our own line of ministry, we’ve seen it with our 

television ministry, we send out free tapes which is unusual.  

Virtually, no other minister will send you free tapes.  For 

everyone -- and I started that program because I said I didn’t 
want anyone who couldn’t afford it, who didn’t have a credit 

card, who didn’t have a checking account, who needed the Word, 
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I did not want them not to be able to have the Word because 

they didn’t have money. 

 

 So, I want to send everyone free tapes.  Do you know out of every 

1,000 free tapes that we send and in the package, we include a 

letter that says the tape is coming to you without charge but 

please send back a donation to help us defray the cost of this.  

Do you know how many people send back a donation out of every 

thousand tapes that we send?  Six.  Now, these are people 

watching, first of all, Christian television.  So, we’re not talking 

about (00:09:50).  You had to be watching the program on 

Christian television in the first place.  Then you have to be 

moved by the message to call up and order the tape in the 

second place. 

 

00:10:01 

 

 So, they had to like the message.  Six out of -- and then when 

they get the tape, they know it costs money.  They can look at 

the envelope, they see it costs two ounces of Post-it’s whatever 

that is, they see the envelope, they knew the envelope was not 

free, they have a cassette tape in there with a label, they know 

the cassette tape is not free, they know the label is not free, they 

know we have to pay someone to make the tape, stuff it in the 

envelope, address the envelope, all that stuff.  When they get it, 

they know it costs the ministry money.  And only six out of every 

1,000 people will send back a donation to help. 

 

 So, the offering and the help, God was -- we have the same thing 

at virtualchurch.com.  Do you know out of the first 25,000 people 

who went to Virtual Church and the church service is complete, 

there is an offering request right in the -- do you know out of 

25,000 people, do you know how many people made a donation?  

Four!  Out of -- now we had a whole bunch -- you go and read the 

testimony section.  There are a bunch of testimonies.  People 

talk about “Oh, how this changed my life.” “This has really 

blessed me.”  “Oh, this is so wonderful.”  “This is God -- this is gi-

-.”  They give all these long -- 4 out of 25,000.  And you can’t run 

ministry without money.  I don’t care how spiritual you are, 

(00:11:37) will cut your lights off filled with -- and you’ll be 

sitting there filled with the Holy Ghost in the dark. 

 

 I don’t care how spiritual you are.  3300 churches in America 

have to close their doors each week and most of it is related to 
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finance.  You have to have money.  That’s why when the wise 

men went to worship Jesus, they brought him gifts but they 

brought him frankincense and myrrh and they brought him gold 

because they understood, it takes money to run ministry.  The 

people don’t give us the service and the bandwidth of 

virtualchurch.com.  Also, TheOnlineWord.com or for Mountain 

Wings.  They don’t give all that stuff free.  That stuff costs 

money. 

 

 So, God was not pleased with Cain’s offering.  And most of the 

Christian world, God is not pleased with the offering.  Just plain 

and simple.  The average Christian gives 1.8 percent of their 

income, 20 percent of what God said.  They give what they want 

to.  Even in the churches where tithing is.  And you all know we 

don’t preach much about money.  You know that.  You hear 

maybe two messages.  You know you don’t hear a whole lot 

about it.  But even in churches where they preach every month 

and where they hammer the folks, and where they beat on the 

folks and whip the folks and scare the folks, two out of three of 

the folks still won’t do it. 

 

 With all of that, 2 out of 3 of the folks still won’t do it.  Do you all 

think this is something new?  God wasn’t pleased with Cain’s 

offering.  Turn to the person sitting next to you and ask them, 

“Is God pleased with your offering?”  If God wasn’t pleased with 

Cain’s offering and so much of the church now, he’s not pleased 

with the offering.  Continuing on his verse 6.  “And the Lord said 

unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance 

fallen?” 
 

 Understand this people, in verse 7.  “If thou doest well, shalt 

thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the 

door.  And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over 

him.” 
 

 Let me paraphrase and tell you plainly what God said.  God told 

Cain, he said, “Look, don’t get upset and don’t be depressed.”  He 

said, “If you do right, you’ll be accepted.”  He said, “But if you do 

wrong, sin is at the door and will master you.”  For those of you 

that you haven’t been doing right.  God said, “If you do right, 

God will --.”  See, God didn’t accept his offering so God said, 

“Look”.  He said, “If you do right with your offering, you’ll be 

accepted.  But if you don’t do right --.”  See there’s a part about 

that offering, people, and it’s not just about money.  This thing is 
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about spirit.  I’ve seen it over and over.  And it transcends so 

many things in life because -- if a person will steal from God --  

 

00:15:01 

 

 -- what do you think they’d think about you.  If they’ll steal 

God’s money, what do you think they think about you?  There’s a 

part about it when you’re in tithing covenant with the house of 

God, there’s something about -- you stealing from man doesn’t 
even cross your mind.  There’s something about it that brings a 

spiritual change.  But if a man will be unfaithful to God, he will 

be unfaithful to every one of us.  That thing about it, see, tithers 

are going to be faithful to their spouse.  “Pastor, so what give --.”  
And it has a lot to do with it.  That thing is spirit.  And when 

you’re not safer to God, you’ll be unsafe to everybody else and 

won’t think twice about it. 

 

 There’s a spirit it goes through and it covers everything about 

life.  Is God pleased with your offering?  And God tells you, “So 

don’t be upset, don’t be depressed.  If you do right, you’ll be 

accepted but if you do wrong, sin is at the door and it will master 

you.” 
 

 Now I want you to understand something.  This was God’s first 

talk with anyone other than Adam and Eve.  And also 

understand this, it was the first thing God said outside of the 

Garden.  The first talk he had with anyone other than Adam 

and Eve and the first thing he said outside of the Garden had to 

do with your offering or had to do with Cain’s offering.  First 

thing.  So, God put this thing important. 

 

 Verse eight:  “And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it 

came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up 

against Abel his brother, and slew him.” 
 

 “And the Lord said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother?  And 

he said, I know not:  Am I my brother's keeper?  And he said, 

What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto 

me from the ground.  And now art thou cursed from the earth, 

which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother's blood from 

thy hand; When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth 

yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt 

thou be in the earth.  And Cain said unto the Lord, My 

punishment is greater than I can bear.  Behold, thou hast driven 
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me out this day from the face of the earth; and from thy face 

shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the 

earth; and it shall come to pass, that every one that findeth me 

shall slay me.  And the Lord said unto him, Therefore whosoever 

slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.  And 

the Lord set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill 

him.” 
 

 “And Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, and dwelt in 

the land of Nod, on the east of Eden.” 
 

 Now, I want you to understand that there are four instances in 

the Bible where people were marked.  Four times.  Everyone 

knows about the most famous one.  The prophetic vision in 

Revelations, the Mark of the Beast.  We all know about the 

mark of the Beast.  But there are three other marks and three 

other times when people were marked.  Cain was the first one.  

That was the Mark of Cain.  The other one is in Ezekiel which is 

also a prophetic vision.  In Ezekiel Chapter 9 beginning at verse 

6.  I’m reading this out of the New Living Translation. 

 

 “He said to him, “Walk through the streets of Jerusalem and put 

a mark on the foreheads of all who weep and sigh because of the 

sins they see around them.” 
 

 “Then I heard the Lord say to the other men, “Follow him 

through the city and kill everyone whose forehead is not 

marked.  Show no mercy; have no pity!  Kill them all -- old and 

young, girls and women and little children.  But do not touch 

anyone with the mark.  Begin your task right here at the 

Temple.”  So they began by killing the seventy leaders. 

 

 Now, that’s deep.  Ezekiel saw in the preface(ph) and God said, 

“Put a mark on everyone who does not sigh and weep about all 

of the sin they seen going on around them.”  And then he says, 

“Begin right here in the temple.”  And he killed 70 leaders.  

That’s deep.  They were the preachers, you know.  Those were 

the preachers. 

 

00:20:00 

 

 So, he began with the preachers.  Whether you want to call 

them, the Pharisees or the Scribe, he began in the Synagogue in 
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the house of God in the temple and he killed 70.  They weren’t 
too many left.  That was a mark. 

 

 And in Revelations 22nd Chapter, beginning at the first verse.  

“And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 

proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.  In the 

midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there 

the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded 

her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the 

healing of the nations.  And there shall be no more curse: but 

the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his 

servants shall serve him: And they shall see his face; and his 

name shall be in their foreheads.  And there shall be no night 

there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the 

Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and 

ever.  And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: 

and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to shew 

unto his servants the things which must shortly be done.” 
 

 So, there were four times in the Bible that refer to mark and 

only the Mark of Cain is the only one that actually has come to 

pass.  The other three were actually prophetic visions and 

insights into some things.  Well, what was the mark of Cain?  I 

don’t know.  There is no real clear consensus, only series.  So, in 

truth, I don’t know what the mark looked like.  But these are the 

things that I do know.  First of all, Cain was a murderer, and 

murder by man’s law is still the most grievous crime that you 

can commit. 

 

 It’s the only crime that the statute of limitations didn’t run off 

on.  Anything else that you do other than murder after seven 

years, they can’t prosecute you.  Murder is the only crime where 

there is absolutely no statute of limitations.  So, even man’s law 

considers murder to be the most serious thing that you can do. 

 

 Cain was a murderer, number one.  Number two, Cain deserved 

to die.  By the law of God, if a man committed murder, he is 

going to kill the man.  Cain deserved to die.  Not only did he 

murder but he murdered his brother and I do know this, God 

put a mark on him even though he was a sinner to protect him.  

Even though the man had done the worst crime in the book, God 

put a mark on him.  And God says, “No one can touch him.  He’s 

mine.”  People, the mark of Cain was a mark of grace.  He 

deserved to die.  And God marked him.  There are some things 
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that we have done people.  I thank God for mercy instead of 

justice. 

 

 I thank God.  I just thank God for mercy just on the highway.  I 

was speeding the other day.  Imagine -- suppose -- people, let me 

put it really where you can understand.  Supposed you got a 

ticket for just one out of every ten times you sped, if that was 

the case, my mom will be in jail right now.  I mean supposed you 

just got a ticket just for every one time out of ten you sped.  Of 

all of the things that we do, thank God for God’s grace.  So, even 

when God spoke the first time with an out of the Garden of Eden 

and he spoke to Cain, and he told him, “I’m not pleased with 

your offering.”  And he even went beyond. 

 

 And see, that’s what people, you’re getting one violation, he 

went to the full extreme.  That’s why I said, “A man who won’t 
respect God and their offering, you don’t know what they’ll do.”  
He went to the full extreme and he even committed murder.  So, 

he was out of covenant in one way and it took him to the other 

extreme in the other.  But God said, “He’s mine and I put a 

mark on him and no man can touch him.”  It was a mark of 

grace.  And people, we are still the same.  And God even sent 

His son to give us grace. 

 

00:25:00 

 

 You see the mark that he talked about in Revelation when he 

said his name will be on their forehead?  That’s a mark of grace.  

That’s a mark of mercy.  None of us deserve true salvation 

because all of us have done some bad stuff.  If we haven’t done 

it, we sure have thought it.  And thank goodness that we don’t 
have a screen just showing what’s going on in our head.  I thank 

goodness right now.  I can’t see what’s going on in the choir’s 

mind just writing -- just on a big screen because sometimes, 

folks right now even sane as we are, having just rough stuff just 

going on in our mind, just even while the pastor’s preaching, 

sometimes we’re thinking about what used to be or we look 

somebody coming down the aisle, something weird is going on in 

our mind.  So, all kinds of stuff. 

 

 But the mark of Cain was the mark of mercy.  It’s a mark of 

grace and even with the greatest of sins, God said, “You can’t 
touch him.”  He gave his grace, people, for us all.  What I want is 

to be in covenant with our offering because I want us to still not 
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be cast out and not have to go through all of the stuff that Cain 

went through.  I’m out of time.  If you want to hear this again or 

listen to the rest of it, go to TheOnlineWord.com, listen to 

sermon 5216.  Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, 

because “Brother, you need the Word.” 

 

 And the reason that I wanted to delay the offering until after the 

message, because of that seventh verse of the fourth chapter of 

Genesis where God simply says, “If you’re not right, get right 

and you’ll be accepted.”  You see the offering, people, it’s not 

everything but it’s sure something.  And do you know -- it’s one 

of the few things that you can tangibly judge.  And that’s the 

other thing that I’ve heard ministers say.  That virtually, 

everyone they have problems with is not a problem, everyone.  

The man who’s had -- he said he’s never had an issue with a 

tither, never.  He says he’s never even had to go through the 

rescue of a tither.  And do you know that’s pretty much accurate 

just in my limited experience? 

 

 Because even now when I have to deal with some situations, if 

something comes up with the member of the church, now the 

first thing I do, I’ll call up C. Elijah, I’d say, “What’s the given 

record?”  Not because it affects me.  I need to know if they’re in 

covenant.  He has never come back and said, they’re tithers(ph).  

Never.  Not once.  Not once -- and most of the time, it’s not even 

close.  I call up, “So what’s the given record?”  Say, for the first 

six months of the year, they put in 50 dollars.  I said, “50 

dollars?”  I said, “No wonder they got all this mess going on.”  
There is a law of God that whether you like it or not is real.  And 

it began and that’s why God, the first thing he said, it had to do 

with that offering when they came out of the Garden.  The first 

thing he said had to do with the offering. 

 

 People, for some of you, you have not been in covenant with your 

offering unto God.  And it’s just time to get right with it.  There 

are a hundred different excuses about why you’re not -- I’ve 

heard them all.  You -- don’t go telling me.  I’ve heard it all.  For 

everything, from, “I’m not going to pay for another suit the 

preacher.”  I’ve heard everything you can name.  So, there’s all 

kinds of reasons.  Bottomline, you’ll either be like Cain or you’d 

be like Abel. 

 

 And you see what happened was that Cain was the unrighteous 

and Abel was the righteous.  Always unrighteousness will try to 
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kill righteousness.  Always unrighteousness will try to kill even 

when you struggle with the decision of “Should I do this?”  There 

is going to be a part of you that’s going to be unrighteous enough 

that will try to kill the righteous part.  Unrighteousness always 

tries to kill righteousness and you have to make it up in your 

mind that you’re going to be in covenant. 

 

00:30:04 

 

 And see, the blessings of -- and you know timing is the only 

portion in the whole bible where God challenges you to prove 

him.  It’s the only part.  It’s the only thing he ever said, “Prove 

me with this.”  And even in Malachi, now ministers often quote 

Malachi a whole lot.  What they don’t tell you is Malachi was 

talking to the preachers.  If you read, he said, “Oh ye priest.”  He 

was talking to the preachers because the preachers wouldn’t 
have tithing.  That’s why in Ezekiel, when they went out to kill 

all those leaders, the preachers weren’t even tithing.  So, 

Malachi said, “Oh ye priests,” and if the spirit of the priests 

weren’t tithing -- my brother Dale with his first church.  When 

he began pastoring and he pastored an established church. 

 

 He said the deacons in this church was like 70, 80 years old.  He 

says, the deacons came to him and they said, Pastor Bronner, 

they said you are the first pastor that we have ever had that’s 

tithed, ever!  So that’s why Malachi -- when Malachi had said, 

“Oh ye priest.”  I understand that stuff.  It was real back then 

and it was really now.  The preachers wouldn’t even do right.  

So, if you want to get in covenant with God with your offering, 

make up your mind. 

 

 I never will forget when I began.  I was in Priest Street Baptist 

church.  I was fresh out of college.  I was earning $150 a week.  

And Reverend William Holmes Borders Sr. stood up in the 

pulpit and he said, “Tithing is what God said and you either 

make up your mind, you are either going to do it, or you’re not.”  
He said, “I don’t need to discuss in it, the ark, you’re either going 

to do it or you’re not.  And that’s it. 

 

 And I made up my mind right then.  I said I’m going to do this 

thing.  So, it’s a matter of making up your mind.  So, if you’ve 

been out of covenant with God and see a lot of times, people, who 

was then out of covenant for a long time, our money really 

messed up.  It’s really messed up.  So, it’s harder.  That’s why 
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it’s harder to get in shape when you’re sick.  When you -- this 

disease isn’t going to shape right -- so even you -- I don’t care 

how your money is -- get in covenant with God and trust God 

with your offering and with your first fruits and with your 

substance(ph). 

 

 Amen, amen.  As I was sitting there, I’ve just looked over James 

hand and I saw this envelope was colored.  I said, “We don’t 
have any envelopes with any red in it?”  And I looked at it.  I 

said, “Let me ask if somehow has taken a red pen and colored it 

in.”  And yet it spoke because James, as he began comparing the 

envelopes, he says, “This envelope is different, it’s printed 

different from all of the other envelopes.” 
 

 And yet even the red spoke to me, you see because people the 

sacrifice is blood.  It’s blood, sweat, tears.  It’s blood.  And that’s 

why all of the sacrifices in the Bible, they virtually involved 

blood.  This money is blood.  You have to sweat and sometimes 

almost bleed for it and if blood is a sacrifice, so it spoke to me.  

James, you need to see what’s in there.  God knows whose it is 

and I don’t look in the offerings and I’ve never made it a point.  

The only time I called to check what someone has put in is when 

I have to deal with something and I want to know them.  But 

otherwise -- because I don’t want to look at anyone’s money. 

 

 I don’t want to look at anyone out of favor or disfavor because 

that’s a human emotion.  And if I know someone has put in -- is 

putting in a thousand dollars a month versus someone who is 

putting in 10 dollars a month.  Human flesh will call me to look 

at them differently.  There’s no -- I’m human.  I’m human like 

everyone else and I would -- so I don’t even want to know.  So, I 

won’t look at folks -- if I smile at you, it’s not because I --  if it’s -- 

I don’t know what you’re putting in. 

 

 But God knows what’s in that red envelope.  And he knows 

whether you have made the true proper sacrifice.  And people, I 

notice stuff works.  And I’m not talking something out of theory.  

I know it works.  I’ve seen what it’s done in my own life.  I see 

how God has guided me.  And I’ve seen how he’s protected me.  

Let me just tell you the first story that I knew when it really hit. 

 

00:35:00 
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 And sometimes they think this stuff is perfect, real perfect.  But 

I was my brother Dale’s first tither.  And I used to write out 12 

checks every year for 200 dollars and I would mail them to him 

and they would all be postdated so every month, he can just cash 

it right on -- it was already there.  So, 200 dollars a month which 

was exactly 10 percent of what I earned.  And I remember 

having -- and I was not as holy as I am now.  And my one major 

weakness was -- was winning -- that was my major weakness.  

And I was fooling around -- I was still a good child but that was 

my major weakness and I remember God delivered me out of a 

situation. 

 

 Did what any way I was supposed to get out of.  And God came 

in and just delivered.  I said, “My goodness.”  And I had a co-

worker who had a child out of Whitlock(ph) and the woman was 

just giving him all kinds of -- and he had to pay child support.  

This child support payment worth 200 dollars a month.  And I 

looked at that thing and I said, “You know--.”  And I knew it 

without a shadow of a doubt, I mean, I can logically just 

absolutely put -- I knew without a shadow of a doubt if I hadn’t 
been tithing, the 200 dollars a month would have been going 

somewhere else and I knew there was a lot more after than 

giving it to my brother Dale. 

 

 So, I’ve seen -- and that’s just one of the answers.  I had seen 

this stuff over and over and over.  See, people, a lot of times, we 

don’t understand what we could’ve had if we would’ve been 

doing right.  If some people would say, “Well I’m doing all right 

now.”  But you don’t know what you could have had.  So, you 

never know what you were missing if you had been in covenant.  

You never know the blessings that God has in store for you.  If 

you had been in covenant and you never know the turmoil that 

you’re dealing with now.  You wouldn’t have had to deal with if 

you would have been in covenant. 

 

 You don’t know the job or the opportunity that God had for you 

because he said, “Look, I can’t trust this rascal with a little 

amount of money.”  So, if I can’t trust him with a little amount 

of money, I’m sure not going give him a whole lot because if he’s 

not faithful with little, he’s not going to be faithful with much.  

If God can’t trust you with minimum wage, he sure can’t trust 

you with this.  If you won’t do right with a dollar, you won’t do 

right with a million.  It’s simple as that. 
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 So, some of the things, people, we have got to get into covenant.  

And I’m not preaching this personally because I don’t get a dime 

of it.  But I know it works and I believe God’s Word.  And if you 

can’t cross God with your -- I’m going to tell you it’s just the flat 

truth.  If you can’t trust God with your money, you have no 

business trusting him with your soul.  I mean, how are you 

going to trust him -- how are you going to say I trust God with 

my eternal soul for all eternity and you can’t trust him with 10 

percent of your money.  What kind of logic does that make? 

 

 You can’t trust him with a little.  See that -- my daddy had an 

old state, he said the nerve(ph) it went to the pocketbook is very 

sensitive that’s why Jesus said, “Wherever your treasure is, 

there’ll be your heart also.”  If you can’t trust him with 10 

percent of your money, you’ve got no business trusting him with 

your eternal soul and I can guarantee you, you don’t trust him.  

If you can’t trust him with 10 percent of your money, you do not 

trust him with your soul. 

 

 Absolute.  So, these are some basic things people that we need to 

understand.  And you will see that this stuff makes a difference 

and it makes a difference in your life and it makes a difference 

in your -- I’ve seen it in ministry because I’ve never had to go 

through the aid of a tither.  It just hadn’t happened. 

 

 So, this stuff is selfish to a lot of degree.  I’m scared lots of times.  

I’m absolute.  I’m afraid lots of times.  There’s too many things I 

need -- I need every blessing God has for me.  I don’t want 

anything blocked or cut off or delayed or smooshed.  I don’t need 

because the devil got some stuff out there.  And I’ll be honest 

with you people.  I’m not strong enough to stand against the 

devil.  I’m a strong man but I’m not that strong.  The devil has 

some stuff out there that can just mess you up.  The devil got a 

max -- you don’t think the devil controls a lot of Maxwell 

drivers? 

 

00:40:08 

 

 So, the devil get a Maxwell driver out there, the devil gets 

control of them and you got to head that money, you drive along 

with your little bit of car and this Maxwell driver heading -- I 

need an angel to stand in front me and said, “No, not this 

fellow.”  I said when I fell off of my motorcycle, I preached that 

sermon called the Beauty of a Start.  I fell off of a motorcycle 
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going 87 miles an hour.  By all laws of physics, I should’ve been 

dead or at the very least cripple. 

 

 My mother saw my clothes when I -- she said if she just seen my 

clothes, she would have known I was dead.  And I was doing 

something stupid.  I was stupid.  So, I was doing some stupid 

stuff.  I had no business going 87 miles an hour on that 

motorcycle around that curve.  No business.  But I had the mark 

on me.  And God says, even though he’s wrong, he’s doing 

something stupid, I had the mark and I walked away with 

nothing broke -- and I had three other people that I knew close 

rode motorcycles, fell off once, (00:41:14) end up in the hospital, 

tore up, broke, arm broke, leg broke, all kinds of stuff. 

 

 And I said to myself, “Lord, how -- I’m going three times faster 

than they were going on a motorcycle twice as big as they were 

going, I walked away with a -- standing straight and they tore 

all to pieces.”  Had a fellow come back to interview in my office 

in a wheelchair.  Had to have me -- and I asked, I said, “What 

happened to you?”  He said, “Oh, when I was 16, I fell off of a 

motorcycle.”  But out of the grace of God, there (00:41:53). 

 

 So, people, I have seen the hand(ph) of protection in all areas of 

life.  I should have been dead like Cain but God said this is mine 

and you can’t touch him.  So, I am not about to let that hand of 

protection leave my life.  And some of you all are wondering 

right now, why can’t I get a breakthrough?  Why can’t I get a 

hand?  Why is everything seemingly blocked.  You are not in 

covenant.  I’m going to have to ask you.  You are not in covenant 

and stuff’s not going to work right until you get in covenant.  

Not if you claim to believe in this book and not if you get in this 

church, you cannot get a hand and not do what the book said. 

 

 This was the first words God spoke out of the Garden was, “Get 

your offering right.”  So, do we understand that?  We will never 

go to the level of where God really wants us to go and that 

protection and that hand and that blessing, it covers every area 

of your life from your health to your relationship, to your money, 

to your piece of mind and the spirit, to everything around you.  

But people it takes blood. 

 

 Don’t you think I need that 10 percent and I can give much more 

than that.  Don’t you think I’ve got some other things to do with 

that money?  The more you earn, the bigger it is.  That’s why 
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they said the people who give the least are the people who have 

the most because of too much money.  The people who give the 

least of those who have the most.  Because they said, “I’m 

making all this money, give too much money.”  There’s just too 

much to be given away.  People, we have to understand some of 

the truth.  It will take blood.  Bow your heads. 

 

 Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you for this sacrifice.  And dear 

Father I pray that you open the eyes of the people and let them 

see and let them know that everything that is given unto you, it 

is not truly given, it is invested.  For you have said, you will 

open up the windows of heaven and pour out blessings that we 

have not room enough to receive in ways that we can’t even 

imagine.  And windows, dear Father, they are for us to see into, 

you show us some things.  Give us some visions.  Show us what 

is to come.  Show us which path to take.  Show us which path 

has prosperity and which path has had ruin.  But dear Father 

help us to understand it is conditional if then -- if --  

 

00:45:00 

 

 -- then, if then.  I pray that all who hears the sound of my voice 

whether they are here within this sanctuary or whether they are 

listening online, if you are not in covenant with your tithes, get 

in covenant.  If you are at a local church, get in covenant.  If 

virtualchurch.com is your church, and if it is where you get your 

spiritual uplift, send your money.  It is a part of God’s work.  

Don’t worry about what the preacher is going to do with it or if 

the preacher misuses of it, that’s his curse, not yours.  Help us to 

understand these things, dear Father, so it will free us so that it 

will free you to do for us that which you truly desire to do. 

 

 In the name of your most Holy Son, Jesus, we pray.  Amen. 
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