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PASTOR NATHANIEL: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you 
need the Word. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Do you have dreams in your life that have yet to be 
fulfilled? If you’re a dreamer, I want you to stay tuned today and listen to what God 
has to say to you. Whether you’re joining us on TheOnlineWord.com or whether you 
are listening via VirtualChurch.com or whether you are watching this on television, 
if you’re a dreamer, listen to what God has to say to you today. 
 
I’m going to be speaking today from the subject of The Four Places of Joseph. All of 
us know who Joseph was; Joseph was known as the dreamer. He was the young 
man with the coat of many colors who got sold into slavery, put into prison and later 
became second only unto Pharaoh and who brought all of his brothers back into the 
land of Egypt. This Joseph, this dreamer, I want to go through and show you how 
the life of Joseph and, in particular, the four places of Joseph parallel so many of 
our lives. We’ll be looking at Genesis, Chapter 37 and beginning from the 1st 
through the 4th verses:  “And Jacob dwelt in the land where his father was a 
stranger, in the land of Canaan. This is the history of Jacob. Joseph, being 
seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brothers; and the lad was with 
the sons of Bilhah, and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives:  and Joseph brought a 
bad report of them to his father. Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, 
because he was the son of his old age:  also he made him a coat of many colors. But 
when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they 
hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him.” 
 
The first place of Joseph was family. And it’s the first place that all of you will 
begin. But, you see, Joseph had a great family; but also Joseph had a father who 
was wrestling with some things. Did any of you have a father or had a father who 
wrestled with some things? Joseph had a father who was wrestling with some 
things. See, he had to wrestle with the angel; but yet, Jacob wrestled with some 
things. 
 
First of all, Jacob, as you know had a brother, Esau; and Jacob was the one who 
tricked Esau out of the birthright for a bowl of beans. And it caused a split between 
Jacob and Esau; and Rebekah, Jacob and Esau’s mother, had told Jacob he had to 
get out of the country, because he made Esau so mad that Esau was about to kill 
him. So Jacob had to run away, and there was a split between the brothers of Jacob 
and Esau. And Jacob had wrestled with this thing all of his adult life until he came 
back and finally made peace with Esau. But it goes to show you that here, his son, 
Joseph, and the rest of his sons, they had the same fight. And here, there was 
dissension between his father and his uncle for all of these years And this was the 
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household that Joseph had grown up in, and Joseph knew that his father and Esau 
were at odds. The same spirit that was over father was now over sons. And as a 
result, the sons had an issue, because, see, even with Jacob, there was favoritism of 
the parents with the children, because Rebekah loved Jacob more than she loved 
Esau. And the same thing carried through, and here was Jacob, who loved Joseph 
more than he loved the other children, and it caused a split. It caused a dissension, 
and it goes to show, people, how even though Jacob had all of the great things, it’s 
that way with all of our families. Some of us have more positive and some more 
negative; but whatever it is, within every family, within every place, there are some 
things good and there are some things bad and there are some things that all of our 
parents had to wrestle with. 
 
Some of you who are parents now, there’s some stuff you’re wrestling with. We all 
have stuff to wrestle with, and it’s all influenced the children, and that’s why in 
order to enter the Kingdom of Heaven, all of us must be reborn. We have to have a 
new set of parents. No matter how good our parents were, if we ever want to get 
into the Kingdom, there’s some stuff that mama and daddy did, there’s some stuff 
that mama and daddy had and there’s stuff that they wrestled with that we have to 
get over. And if we don’t get over it, the same stuff not only manifest in our lives, 
it’s graver. You see, Jacob had an issue with one brother; but now here, Joseph had 
an issue with several brothers. The thing multiplied. If you don’t get over some stuff 
that mama and daddy had, it will not only come in your life, it will come in your life 
multiplied. 
 
So Jacob, being a great man, still instilled some things in his children that the 
children had to get over. The first place of Joseph is family. You know the story; 
you’ve heard it a multitude of times. Beginning of the 5th verse of that 37th chapter 
of Genesis:  “Now Joseph had a dream.” How many of you have dreams? I mean, 
how many of you have dreams and you have visions and you have things that God 
has shown you?  “Now Joseph had a dream, and he told it to his brothers:  and they 
hated him even more. So he said to them, Please hear this dream which I have 
dreamed. There we were, binding sheaves in the field. Then, behold, my sheaf arose 
and also stood upright, and indeed your sheaves stood all around and bowed down 
to my sheaf. And his brothers said to him, Shall you indeed reign over us? or shall 
you indeed have dominion over us? So they hated him even more for his dreams, 
and for his words. Then he dreams still another dream and told it to his brothers; 
and said, Look, I have dreamed another dream. And this time the sun, the moon 
and the eleven stars bowed down to me. So he told it to his father, and his brothers:  
and his father rebuked him, and said to him, What is this dream that you have 
dreamed? Shall your mother and I and your brothers indeed come to bow down to 
the earth before you? And his brothers envied him; but his father kept the matter in 
mind.” 
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The second place of Joseph really was the pit. When Joseph told his dream, folks got 
jealous. Sometimes unless you know people, sometimes when God give a dream, you 
need to keep that stuff to yourself, or you need to tell your dream to someone who 
can understand and envelop the dream and someone who can go with you to the 
dream. Sometimes, some people can’t even understand what you’re talking about. 
They can’t even imagine; and when you tell them a dream, they can’t begin to even 
encompass the thing that God has shown you, and sometimes it will get you in 
trouble to tell your dream, because this is one of the key things that God gave 
Joseph the dream. This is one of the things that you must understand about your 
dreams. God showed Joseph the palace, but he did not show him the pits. He 
showed him the palace with no pits! He showed Joseph with everyone around him 
bowing down to him; He showed Joseph in a position of power, in a position of 
money, in a position of wealth and in a position of prestige; He showed Joseph 
sitting on the mountain, but He didn’t show Joseph down in the pit. He didn’t tell 
him that part. All He showed him was the glory. He didn’t show him the guts and 
gore; He just showed him the glory! 
 
See, some of your dreams, God has showed you the end of the dream. The problem 
is, you’re in the pit. He showed you the end of the dream, but you’re in the pit!. 
And you’re down in the pit, and all the people that you have told the dream to now 
are saying, “That rascal, come telling what he’s going to do and where he’s going. 
Look at him now.” You see? And you don’t understand or you don’t realize that is a 
part of the plan, because God only showed you the end result; He didn’t show you 
the road. 
 
So when the stuff happened and all of the stuff went haywire, people, it will happen 
in your life. When God gives you a dream and when He gives you a vision, He’ll 
often show you the end of the things, but you don’t see all of the stuff you have to go 
through to get to the end of the thing. 
 
I mean, when He shows you there you’ve got a child, and you see your child doing 
well and graduating from college. He’ll show you the graduation, but what about the 
all of the nights you’re up worrying? What about all of the times when they’re just 
rebelling? What about all of the times when you have to struggle and strain and 
wear holes in your knees in prayer, “Lord, I hope this child turns out all right.” And 
crippled and stolen, what about all that? God didn’t show you all of that. He just 
showed you the end of the thing, but He didn’t show you the pit; He didn’t show you 
the prison;  He didn’t show you all the mess and the tears and the rivers of 
weariness and the stuff that you have to swim through to get there. He didn’t show 
you all of that. 
 
He’ll show you the business with your name up in lights, but He doesn’t show you 
the other part:  all of the stuff where your money has run out, where you’re deep in 
debt, where you don’t know how you’re going to pay your bills, where you say, “Lord, 
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I’m just ready to give this thing up, and I’m tired of this. Yeah, I thought I heard 
You.” 
 
And see, that’s what happens. When we get in the pit, we go to wondering, “Well, 
phew! That must have been the devil talking to me.” 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: When we get in the midst of the stuff, we go wondering, 
did we even hear God in the first place, because He doesn’t generally show us the 
pit; He only shows us the end results. 
 
Now, see, Joseph had to first go in the pit. And then he went to Potiphar’s house. 
And, you know, even when Joseph was in the pit, I want you to show you 
something; It’s in Genesis, again that 37th chapter, 21st through the 27th verses. 
The Bible says this:  “When Reuben heard it, and he delivered him out of their 
hands; and said, Let us not kill him. And Reuben said unto them, Shed no blood, 
but cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness, and lay no hand upon him; that 
he might rid him out of their hands, to deliver him to his father again.” You see, 
Reuben was the firstborn; he was the oldest. And it is always by Divine Providence 
that it is the firstborn’s responsibility to take care of the others. That’s why they 
were granted the double portion. So Reuben was planning on coming back and 
saving his brother.  
 
“And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his brethren, that they stripped 
Joseph of his coat, his coat of many colors that was on him; and they took him, and 
cast him into a pit: and the pit was empty, and there was no water in it.” It’s a 
barren place, a dry place.  
 
“And they sat down to eat bread; and they lifted up their eyes and looked, and, 
behold, a company of Ishmaelites came from Gilead with their camels bearing 
spicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt. And Judah said unto 
his brethren, What profit is it if we slay our brother, and conceal his blood? Come, 
let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him; for he is our 
brother and our flesh. And his brethren were content.” 
 
They sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites. Now, who were the Ishmaelites? Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. And Joseph was the son of Jacob. 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Abraham had two children. Abraham had Ishmael and 
Isaac. So the Ishmaelites, that was his granddaddy’s brother’s children. Those were 
his cousins. It goes to show you how blood should always connect. And sometimes, 
even to pull you out of the pit, it would have to be someone still of your blood and 
some of your cousins; and sometimes you will have to go and get your cousins and 
save them. And there, his cousins came, and they sold Joseph to his cousins; and his 
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cousins got him out of the pit and took him to Egypt; and there, Potiphar bought 
him. 
 
You know the story of Potiphar:  how when Joseph went into Potiphar’s house,  
Potiphar eventually put Joseph over his entire his household. And Potiphar’s wife 
came in to Joseph, because Joseph was a good-looking fellow, and said, “Joseph, I 
want you to sleep with me.” And Joseph said, “No,” and he had to flee the room. She 
grabbed his clothes, and he just had to leave his clothes there. 
 
People, even when you have gone through stuff, there will come some temptations 
to where you will say to yourself, “It looks as if God has forsaken me. I mean,  look, 
my brothers did me wrong; they threw me in the pit; I got sold into slavery, and now 
I’m here as a slave in this man’s house. And God has showed me a dream that I am 
supposed to be a master, and all I’ve been is slave all these time. I don’t even think 
God is even with me any more. I’ve gone through all of these, and here this rich 
man’s wife wants to you-know-what; and if I do this, she’ll probably see about me. 
I’ll get favor with the rich man’s wife.” See, all of this could have gone through 
Joseph’s mind. 
 
Whenever you are going through a test and whenever you are going through a trial, 
there will always be a demonic alternative that at that time will look pretty good. If 
Joseph had slept with Potiphar’s wife, it would have derailed and detoured his 
divine destiny. You see, many times, people, the reason that we never achieve the 
dream, that we never achieve the vision, that we never achieve the destiny that God 
has planned for is because we sleep with Potiphar’s wife. We do things that God 
never ordained for us to do. We break his laws. We sleep with Potiphar’s wife, and 
automatically it brings a curse and a derailment of where God wants to take you. 
There’s always going to be the appearance of an easier alternative than the right 
thing. Turn to the person sitting next to you and tell them, “The right thing.” 
 
See, there’s always an easier, quicker, faster-seeming appearance than the right 
thing; but the right thing will always take you to the right place, and the wrong 
thing will always take you to the wrong place. The devil is a master of deception. It 
has always been his strength to make it appear that this is the thing that will fulfill 
your destiny, but it is not. So if Joseph had slept with Potiphar’s’ wife, it would have 
derailed him from his destiny. 
 
And in the 39th chapter of the book of Genesis:  “And Joseph was brought down to 
Egypt; and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian, 
bought him of the hands of the Ishmaelites, which had brought him down thither. 
And the Lord was with Joseph; and he was a prosperous man, and he was in the 
house of his master the Egyptian. And his master saw that the Lord was with him, 
and that the Lord made all that he did to prosper in his hand.” Now that’s Joseph. 
 



 - 7 -

If you go back in Genesis to the 30th chapter, 27th verse -- you don’t have to turn it; 
I’ll just read it:  “And Laban said to him, Please stay, if I have found favor in your 
eyes:  for I have learned from experience that the Lord has blessed me for your sake. 
Then he said, Name your wages, and I will give it. So Joseph said to him, You know 
how I have served you, and how your livestock has been with me. For what you had 
before I came was little, and it has increased to a great amount. The Lord has 
blessed you since my coming. 
 
You see, that was Joseph’s daddy. Everything Joseph’s daddy touched prospered. 
And as a result, the anointing was on the son. So good and bad transferred from 
father to son. So everything that Joseph touched prospered, and everyone that 
Joseph worked for prospered. That’s why it’s good for you to have some blessed 
employees, because do you know if you have some cursed employees, everything 
they touch will mess up your stuff? And Jacob was working for Laban, just like 
Joseph was working for Potiphar. When they had blessed employees, Potiphar’s 
house prospered. Jacob told Laban, he said, “Look, before I came, you had a little 
bit. You hired me, and now look what you’ve got:  your flocks have increased, your 
herds have increased, you multiplied stuff.” People, that’s a root. You need to have 
some blessed people in your life. If you have blessed people in your life, even if you 
have blessed people in your company, they will bless you when you attach yourself 
to blessing. 
 
But, see, the same happens in reverse, though. When you attach yourself to some 
cursed folks and they’re walking around full of demons, stuff goes to happening, and 
you can’t even explain it. My wife had someone that she gave a ride in her van. The 
lady was sitting in the back, and the lady touched the television and it blew out. 
 
(Laughter]) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: And my wife said she knew something was wrong with 
that lady. She took it took the shop to get the television repaired. They couldn’t fix 
it. When they took the television out, they tore up the wood; when they tried to put 
the wood back on, they tore up the fabric up. We took the thing back five or six 
times, and finally even the service manager said, “Look, we’ve got to pray over this 
thing.” 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: And my wife said, “I will never let that woman get back in 
my van again.” See, people, even if you ride with someone with a curse on them, the 
stuff will hop on your stuff! And if you ride with someone who is blessed, the 
blessing will hop on your stuff. See, some of you, your dreams have deterred, 
because you’re riding with some cursed folks. You know it, you know they’re not in 
the Will of God, you know they are going on the wrong path; but you just want to 
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hang with them. You need to get some Jacobs and you need to get some Josephs in 
your life, because they will bless you. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Same anointing. 
 
Also in Genesis 28, beginning at the 10th verse:  “And Jacob went out from 
Beersheba” -- this is Jacob, Joseph’s daddy -- “and went toward Haran. And he 
lighted upon a certain place and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; 
and he took of the stones of that place and put them for his pillows and laid down in 
that place to sleep. And he dreamed, and, behold, a ladder set upon the Earth and 
the top of it reached the Heaven and, behold, the angels of God descending and 
ascending on it. And the Lord stood above it and said, ‘I am the Lord God of 
Abraham, thy father, and the God of Isaac. The land whereon thou liest, to thee will 
I give it, and to thy seed.’” 
 
This is where we get the song from, “We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder.” The 
principle is this:  Jacob was a dreamer. Because the ladder came in a dream, and he 
passed the anointing of dreaming down unto his son, that’s why when Joseph told 
his dream, that’s why his father observed it, because sometimes, people, it takes a 
dreamer to understand a dreamer. 
 
A man who has no dreams cannot understand your dream. A man who has no vision 
cannot understand your vision. A man who thinks small cannot understand a man 
who thinks big. It takes a dreamer to understand a dreamer! And that’s why he said 
he observed his son’s dreaming. 
 
And Joseph would not sleep with Potiphar’s wife; and his wife falsely accused him, 
and he was thrown into prison. But even in prison, the same anointing of the 
blessing occurred, and everything Joseph touched prospered. Even the warden of 
the prison put Joseph in charge of the whole prison. You know the story of how the 
butler and the baker came and told Joseph their dreams, and Joseph correctly 
interpreted the dreams. Later, as Pharaoh had his dreams and no one could 
interpret his dreams, he told Pharaoh, “I know a man” … “I know a man.” 
Sometimes, people, your destiny hinges on one thing. 
 
For those of you who are watching by television right now, you can go to 
TheOnlineWord.com, and you’ll hear the rest of the places of Joseph, especially if 
you have dreams that have not been fulfilled. If you have friends who have dreams, 
you can send them this message via email. Simply go to The OnlineWord.com, click 
Send to a Friend, and enter Message No. 5218, and you can email this to a friend or 
listen to it absolutely free. Don’t forget to go to VirtualChurch.com and see what 
God has to say to you today. 
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Thank you for watching Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: Joseph interpreted the butler and the baker’s dreams. It 
is a principle that in order for you ever to get your dreams fulfilled, you need to help 
someone else fulfill their dreams. If Joseph had not been instrumental in helping 
someone else fulfill their dream, he would have never gotten his dream fulfilled.  
 
“Pharaoh called up Joseph: and they shaved him and bathed him and put on him 
fine linens, and brought him before Pharaoh. And he correctly interpreted 
Pharaoh’s dream.” And Pharaoh told Joseph, ”I’m going to put you in charge of 
everything, and the only person that will over you is going to be me. You have full 
authority.” 
 
I want you to hear what Joseph answered unto Pharaoh:  “So Joseph answered 
Pharaoh,” when Pharaoh had told him how great his interpretive skill was, he said, 
“’It is not in me. God will give Pharaoh an answer of peace.’” He said, “It’s not in 
me.” And sometimes, people, that’s the other thing that we have to realize. See, the 
minute he got out of prison and was able to be put in a position where he could 
interpret Pharaoh’s dream, he said, “It’s not in me. This is God.” 
 
Too many of us when we get out of the pit and get in the palace, we say, “This is me. 
Shoot, do you know how long I have slaved down in the palace? Plus, you know, 
everything I touched has prospered. You know that I interpreted that dream. You 
know all of Pharaoh’s musicians; none of them could interpret the dream. I 
interpreted that dream. You see where that’s gotten me, don’t you?” 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: That is a principle, people, that often the minute we get 
to the palace, we forget. That’s why Joseph said, “Look, Pharaoh, it’s not me. It’s not 
in me. I don’t have the power. I don’t a bit of this ability. This is God.” You need to 
understand. You see, what happens when we’re in the pit, we say, “Why has God let 
this happen to me?” When we get in the palace, we’ll often say, “Look what I’ve 
done.” When you’re in the pit, you don’t say, “Look what I’ve done.” You don’t take 
the credit for it in the pit. “Lord, You have put all this on me.” You don’t say, “Look 
what I’ve done” when you’re in the pit. But the minute you get to the palace, “Lord, 
look what I’ve done.” Joseph said, “It is not in me. It is God.” 
 
Joseph was 30 years old when he stood before Pharaoh, king of Egypt. Sometimes, 
people, we have to go through some things and mature before we can stand in the 
spot where God chooses for us to stand. Even Jesus was 30 years old before He 
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began His ministry. We have to mature, and we have to grow before we can stand in 
certain places. Even sometimes in ministry or in life, the worst thing that can 
happen to a person is that they be elevated before they are ready, because they 
won’t be able to handle it. There are some things right now, I know, where God has 
to limit me, because I won’t be able to handle it. There are some things, and if God 
puts too much glory and if He gives you too much power before you can handle it, 
then you will become a pawn of the devil. As a matter of fact, that’s part of what I 
am going to preach about even on the next sermon. It’s entitled  “PMS”; but it has to 
do with dealing with some things. When you’re placed in a position and you haven’t 
matured and you’re not ready, it will make you ripe for destruction. So Joseph had 
to wait until he was 30. 
 
Are you ready for your dream to be fulfilled? Just turn to the next person sitting to 
you and ask him, “Is it time for me yet?” I mean, you really have to ask yourself the 
question, “Are you really ready for it? I mean, are you really ready?” See, now, 
everyone always say, “Yeah, I’m ready. Man, I’m ready.” Are you really ready? I 
mean, that’s a serious question. Are you really ready? Sometimes we’ll ask for a 
spouse, “Ooh, I’m ready for a husband.” Are you really ready? “I’m ready for it.” Are 
you really ready? “Lord, I’m ready for my financial ship to come in right now.” Are 
you really? What are you going to do with the money? “What do you mean about 
‘what are you going to do with the money?’” I mean, right now, if a million dollars 
came your way, what are you going to do with the money? Are you really ready? I 
mean, if all we have in our mind is just to go out and buy houses, clothes and cars, 
are we really ready? So you really have to ask the question, is it time for your 
dream to be manifested? Are you really ready? 
 
Joseph began in family. He moved to the pit, the literal pit; then in slavery; then 
with Potiphar; then in prison. Remember, Joseph was 17 years old when he got his 
dream. He was 30 before he stood before Pharaoh. And all of that time in between, 
he was in the pit. For 13 years, he was in the pit. 
 
We don’t know how long God has for us. We don’t know how long we’ll have to 
struggle through some things to get to the vision. But, people, if you don’t get weary 
and if you don’t faint, and if you hold true to God’s Promise and you don’t sleep with 
Potiphar’s wife, you’ll make it to the vision. 
 
The fourth place of Joseph is in Genesis again. The fourth place of Joseph is 
actually where he began. It was family. You’ll find if you read the 42nd chapter of 
Genesis, it is the only chapter in the Bible that has actually made me shed tears. 
When you read the story of how Joseph, when his brothers came to Egypt because 
all of the other lands had no food and Joseph saw and recognized his brothers and 
he sent them away two or three times; and each time, he had to go back and cry. If 
you look at Genesis 41, Verses 51 and 52, they say this:  “Joseph called the name of 
the firstborn Manasseh: For God has made me forget all my toil and all my father’s 
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house.” He called his firstborn son Manasseh, meaning God has made me forget all 
those 13 years and has made me forget all of my father’s house. You can’t forget 
your family! He named his firstborn child, “I forget all my father’s house!” But his 
family came to him for help. And when he saw his brothers, he had to go back in the 
back every time and break down and cry. He had named his child, “I forget all my 
father’s house.” But when he saw them, he couldn’t forget. 
 
And, people, there are some things about family, and Joseph could not be complete. 
He could not get himself and his spirit truly together until he got back with his 
family. 
 
Finally, he was able to tell his brothers who he was. It’s one of the most touching 
things. He says at the point where his brothers came in Genesis 45, Verse 14:  
“Then he fell on his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Benjamin wept on his 
neck. Moreover, he kissed all his brothers and wept over them, and after that his 
brothers talked with him. Now the report of it was heard in Pharaoh’s house, 
saying, Joseph’s brothers have come. So it pleased Pharaoh and his servants well.”  
 
It also says:  ”When he lifted his eyes and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother’s 
son. Now his heart yearned for his brother:  so Joseph made haste and sought 
somewhere to weep and went into his chamber and wept there.” 
 
As the other passage says he wept so hard that they heard it over in Pharaoh’s 
house. He just went in, I mean some boohooing where you can hear it in the other 
room. I mean, “Whaa-ha-ha-ha-ha!” I mean some serious boohooing. It said he wept 
so hard, they heard it over in Pharaoh’s house! You know, it’s hot in Egypt; so the 
windows would be open. So they heard this man, “Whaaa-ha-whaaa!” way over in 
Pharaoh’s house. 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: You will never get life truly together until you get back to 
the place of your beginning, and Joseph went through all of this:  he went through 
the pits; he lived in the palace. But he could not get life back together. Even though 
he named his child, saying, “I forget all of them.” But you can’t do it. 
 
There’s a part of time, and there’s a part of brethren, and there’s a part of family. 
My father used to give the illustration where he would take sticks and put them 
together. He said, “As long as these sticks are together, you can’t break them; but 
individually, you can snap them easily.” 
 
No matter how high you rise, without family, it will be cold and barren. God is 
trying to show us through the four places of Joseph:  family, pit, palace and it all 
comes back to family. 



 - 12 -

 
There are those of you now listening to the sound of my voice, and there are some 
reconciliations you need to make just with family. I mean, do you know, that’s a 
mess that goes on in family where parent and child haven’t talked in years, brother 
and brother or sister and sister or brother and sister haven’t spoken and they’re at 
odds, and they’ve been that way for years? You need to go back, and you need to 
make that thing right with your family. All the other stuff in the world won’t matter 
without family ... The Four Places of Joseph. 
 
Bow your heads. 
 
Dear Father, we pray right now that this message shall be heeded by those who 
need to heed it. And we pray for Thy healing balm to be poured and spread over the 
wounds of separation that have occurred within family. We pray, dear Father, that 
for those along the varying stages of their dream, whether they are in the pit or 
whether they are in the palace, that they realize the path to the dream is always 
easier if they have family and peace within family with them. Let them see, let 
them hear, and let them heed. Let them know, and let them do, that they may bring 
peace into the family. 
 
As I prayed that prayer, I just heard God speaking these words; and you know who 
it applies to. He simply says this:  “You must be the peacemaker.” Sometimes you 
will go to people and they still have the wall, because whenever there’s been a 
wound it will have been scarred, and the scar is always tough and hard. You must 
be the peacemaker. You must be the peacemaker. You’ll go and, they’ll reject it; go 
back. And you’ll go back, and they’ll reject you again; go back. And you’ll go back a 
third time, and that’s why when Jesus’ disciple asked, “How many times do I need 
to forgive my brother? Seven times?” He said, “No, seven times seventy.” 
 
You must be the peacemaker. That thing has blocked the fulfillment of your destiny 
and your dream. You must be the peacemaker, not someone else. Don’t wait. Yeah, I 
know they have not spoken to you, either! And that’s sometimes the things that 
we’ll say, “Well, you don’t understand, Pastor. They just snub me. I try to be nice to 
them.” You must be the peacemaker. Sometimes even to bring peace, you’ll have to 
be like Joseph, and you’ll have to weep and you’ll have to cry and you’ll have to go 
through some things. And even when Joseph brought all of his brothers and they 
were trying to say how sorry they were, he said, “No, no. All of this was in God’s 
plan for me. And you did what you did, so I could be where I am.” 
 
But what they did not understand was that as Joseph saved Egypt, and Egypt and 
Pharaoh had all of the food, and Pharaoh ended up buying everyone; and all of the 
Israelites came unto Egypt, that’s how they got into Egypt. The Pharaohs that 
followed forgot Joseph and, because the Israelites had multiplied, put them into 
bondage and slavery. The principle is this:  They sold the dreamer. If they had kept 
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the dreamer, the dreamer would have been able to tell them about the seven years 
of famine. They would have had the food, and they would have been able to buy 
everyone else. But they sold the dreamer. 
 
Sometimes the very person who you are jealous of is your salvation, and you don’t 
understand that, because you can never have one person in the family that rises 
without it pulling the other. My brothers and I often said, “All we need is one of us 
to make it big … if one of us can just make it.” Do you know, if you were Bill Gates’ 
brother, you’re in good shape? 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR NATHANIEL: I mean, you’re just in good shape! You’re just in good 
shape! There’s all there is to it:  you are just in good shape! 
 
So even if you have one among you who is the dreamer, if you just back the dreamer 
without getting jealous, little do you realize that one day their dream will be your 
salvation; but if you sell the dreamer, their dream becomes the other man’s 
salvation. 
 
You are charged today to be the peacemaker. And it’s tough sometimes to go and try 
to make peace when there’s been such a gulf for so long. But you are charged this 
day to be the peacemaker. Amen, amen. 
 
I hear again God speaking. For those of you that are charged to be the peacemaker, 
God just wants to place an anointing on you for strength to do what needs to be 
done. I just want to say to those of you who are listening via the internet, you 
should listen to the entire anointing, because many of you will need to be the 
peacemakers within your families. I just want you listen to what follows, and I want 
you to listen as the people are anointed and allow that same anointing to flow unto 
you and that same charge to flow unto you. God even spoke this to me. He says, 
“You cannot be the peacemaker for the family without peace also coming on you.” 
And when you try to take someone else, automatically it comes on you first. So as 
you take on the role of peacemaker, what you’re going to find, peace is going to 
increase tremendously within your lives.” 
 
So if you know that this is you, and you need just an extra touch to get done what 
needs to be done, just arise and come forward. God wants to anoint you to become 
peacemaker for your family to bring things together, to bring an anointing, to bring 
a peace, to bring a togetherness in your family. Amen, amen and amen; amen. 
 
He’s anointing you today for strength. If God says that He must anoint you for 
strength, it means you’re going to need it. It means it’s not going to be easy. It 
means you will find some resistance because, first of all, people will question your 
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motives. They will wonder why you’re coming now, what you’re trying to do, what 
you want. They will question your motives, so you will need strength. But God 
wants you to become the peacemakers:  “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall 
be called the children of God.” He wants you to be a peacemaker. 
 
I want to ask my brother, Bernard, to come up, and I want all four brothers just to 
lay hand on every person, because the anointing flows. And even our attorney 
handles a lot of big corporate people, people that have a hundred times more money 
than we do. And he said, “Of all the clients that I handle, your family is the only 
family that gets along. All these folks who have all this money, they fuss and fight. I 
can’t even bring them in the same room; I have to have a conference call when we 
have to talk, because when they come in the same room, they nearly blow the 
windows out of my office.” See, he’s not even a minister yet; but yet, the brothers 
are together. So there is an anointing of togetherness, and anointing flows from the 
anointed. It has always been a spiritual principle. You can’t have anybody anoint 
you to bring togetherness in your family and their family waves frying pans at each 
other. It just won’t work! So there has to be a point of contact, the same thing that 
my father anointed his sons with. He trained us and placed within us to just stay 
together. That’s why the name of the company is Bronner Brothers, and it is no 
accident that even the emblem that we have on the wall and even the name of the 
television program that’s going forth is Brothers, because there are so few. 
 
Do you know, brothers can’t get along in ministry? Do you know that? That’s why 
there are so few of them! Brothers can’t even get along even in ministry. So, people, 
this thing is real. It’s in families, and it’s been there from the beginning, and it 
takes constant work. This does not happen where your family is in harmony and 
together by accident; it takes work. 
 
God wants to place upon you the anointing of the peacemaker within the family this 
day. And when hands are laid on you, I just want you to just accept the anointing 
and understand this is an anointing for strength. Understand what the anointing is:  
it’s an anointing for strength, because it’s going to take strength to do what you 
have to do. It’s an anointing for strength. 
 
See, there’s a quote that goes, “You can tell the character of a man by whether he 
asks for a light load or strong back.” This is the anointing for a strong back, because 
the load may not be easy. It’s not going to happen you’re just going to go back today. 
No. It may take you three or four years to bring some of this stuff to peace. That’s 
why He’s got to anoint you for some strength, because you are going to deal with 
some hard-head, knucklehead, crusted-over stuff; you understand what I’m saying? 
So that’s why you’re going to need some strength. It’s not going to happen 
tomorrow, it may not happen next week, it may not even happen next year. God 
said, “I’ve got to anoint you for some strength, because what I want you to do within 
your family is going to take some power and some time, and you have to be able to 
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stand strong for it.” It’s not going to be instant. So understand what the anointing 
is. This is an anointing for strength for you to be the peacemaker within your 
household, within your family, within your extended family. You’re going to have 
some Ishmaelites, for they’re your cousins; the same blood runs through you, and 
you never know when they may have to come back and get you out of the pit. You 
never know. 
 
C. Elijah, be a gift thee forever. 
 
If you would, this is what I want you to do. Just form a line. I want you to come up 
one at a time; and we’re going to stand on all four sides of you, so you’re going to be 
anointed from front, back, left and right, because when you do this and what you’re 
trying to do now, stuff is going to come at you from all sides. So remember, no 
matter what side it comes on, you’ve been anointed on that side; so you’ve been 
anointed aaall the way around. Amen, amen and amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
If you would, just put about three or four feet space between the first person. If you 
would, we are going to lay hands all at one time and just say the words, “We anoint 
you in the name of Jesus for strength.” Everyone, lay hands on at one time. “We 
anoint you in the name of Jesus for strength to be the peacemaker within your 
family; amen. Amen.” 
 
Next person, right on up; all the way around. In the name of Jesus, we anoint you 
for strength to be the peacemaker within your family. Amen. Amen.  
 
In the name of Jesus, we anoint to be the peacemaker within your family. And God 
is even speaking to you. You’re even going to become the peacemaker even outside 
of some of those in your bloodline. He’s going to call you to bring some peace into 
some people not even related to you, in the name of Jesus; amen, amen. Amen. 
 
In the name of Jesus, we anoint you for strength to be the peacemaker within your 
family; amen. You’re going to need to do this. Amen, amen, amen. Amen. 
 
In the name of Jesus, we anoint you for strength to be the peacemaker within your 
family; amen, amen.  
 
In the name of Jesus, we anoint you for strength to be the peacemaker within your 
family. Amen. 
 
In the name of Jesus, we anoint you to be the peacemaker within your family. 
Amen. 
 
In the name of Jesus, we anoint you to be the peacemaker within your family. 
Amen. 
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In the name of Jesus, we anoint you to be the peacemaker within your family; 
amen. 
 
In the name of Jesus, we anoint you with strength to be the peacemaker within 
your family. Amen. 
 
In the name of Jesus, we anoint you with strength to be the peacemaker within 
your family. Amen. 
 
In the name of Jesus, we anoint you with strength to be the peacemaker within 
your family. 
 
In the name of Jesus, we anoint you with strength to be the peacemaker within 
your family. 
 
In the name of Jesus, we anoint you with peace, we anoint you with strength to be 
the peacemaker within your family. 
 
In the name of Jesus, we anoint you with peace, we anoint you with strength to be 
the peacemaker within your family. 
 
In the name of Jesus, we anoint you with peace, we anoint you with strength to be 
the peacemaker within your family. 
 
In the name of Jesus, we anoint you with peace, we anoint you with strength to be 
the peacemaker within your family. 
 
In the name of Jesus, we anoint you with peace, we anoint you with strength to be 
the peacemaker within your family. 
 
In the name of Jesus, we anoint you with peace, we anoint you with strength to be 
the peacemaker within your family. 
 
In the name of Jesus, we anoint you with peace, we anoint you with strength to be 
the peacemaker within your family. 
 
In the name of Jesus, we anoint you with peace, we anoint you with strength to be 
the peacemaker within your family. 
 
In the name of Jesus, we anoint you with peace, we anoint you with strength to be 
the peacemaker within your family. 
 
Amen, amen and amen. Amen, amen. Amen. 
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Well, stand to your feet and come across the aisles. 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Latonia, would you go get my son, Joseph, while we sing 
this song? 
 
(Start singing) We are one. We are one. We are one in the spirit. We are one. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! We are one in the spirit. We are one.  
 
We are one. We are one. We are one in the spirit. We are one. Hallelujah! 
Hallelujah! We are one in the spirit. We are one. 
 
(End singing) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Since we’ve heard a message today about a man named 
Joseph, I want to let his namesake close us out today. This is my youngest son, 
Joseph, and I don’t think it was an accident that even during service, this is the 
loudest he’s ever been in a service. He was in for all of the message; but they had to 
carry him out, because he was just making too much noise back there (laughing). I 
don’t know if he’s just heard the pastor talking about Joseph and was mad because 
he thought he was talking about him or what (laughing]. 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: But even he is a dreamer, and he has a special story about 
him. He was my first son that when he was born, he was born between 1:00 and 
2:00 a.m. The pastor was waiting to hear word when he was delivered. It was about 
1:30, and I called him and said, “He finally came out of there. You can come by and 
see him tomorrow.” He hung up the phone, and he called me back. He said that, 
“Even though it’s early in the morning, God spoke and told me to come and see this 
child tonight. He said that he’s a very, very special child.” He was named after the 
man that you heard preached about today. So he’s a tenth of the age of Joseph when 
he spoke before Pharaoh, so I hope he’ll pray today that you will just open your 
hearts and hear. Even though it may be simple and it may be one word that he 
might say. The Lord speaks even through children; so just listen to another Joseph 
today as he prays whatever he wants to pray unto you. And his middle name is 
actually Nathaniel, so he’s got both. The other part of that is “James” in Hebrew in 
the Bible is the same as “Jacob”. So Jacob was Joseph’s father, and my name 
translates into Hebrew as “Jacob”; and Jacob unto Joseph, and he is my youngest 
son, just as he was in the Bible. 
 
MASTER JOSEPH BRONNER: Thank you for mommy; thank you for daddy. 
Thank you for everything. Make everyone love. Give us more love. Give us more 
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peace. Give us more joy. Help to obey and do what mommy says, in Jesus’ name, 
amen.  
 
CONGREGATION: Amen! 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Amen, amen. Glory, glory. Glory, glory (laughing). 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Glory to God, glory. Glory to God. Glory. Glory to God. That 
may have been his first sermon. Even though that was simple, all of you need to 
take that message with you today. He prayed for three things. He said, “Give us 
more love, more peace and more obedience.” And that’s something we all need, so 
take that message with you today. God bless you. 
 
(Applause.) 


