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Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because “Brother, you 

need the Word.” 

 

 Amen, amen.  And God has given me a Word for you today and 

I’m going to start off with a song and I want all of you to join in 

with me.  This is not officially a gospel song but you know it.  You 

know every word, every verse and I am virtually certain that 

every person within the sanctuary who can speak will be able to 

sing along with me when I begin singing this song.  And I’m going 

to sing this song several times in the message and each time I 

sing it, I want you to join in with me. 

 

I was at a seminar and I heard this and God simply spoke to me 

and said, “This is what the people need to hear upon this day.”  It 

may sound strange to you but that’s all right.  I just want you to 

sing.  You’re going to know the song so as I begin, I just want you 

to join in with me. 

 

(Singing) 

 

And I’m going to be speaking today from that nursery rhyme.  

That old song that children often sing that still has a great deal 

of spiritual relevance to us today.  And I’m simply speaking from 

the subject of row, row, row your boat.  And everything will be 

basically be centered basically around these four lines of that 

ancient old-time nursery rhyme.  “Row, row, row your boat gently 

down the stream.  Merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily.  Life is a but 

a dream.” 

 

Row, row, row.  You see, people, first of all, success in life is not 

about doing something one time.  You’ve got to row, row and row.  

Success in life is about developing correct patterns.  You never do 

something one time and ever achieve full success.  Even in 

Deuteronomy 11:26, the bible says this -- it says, “Behold, I set 

before you this day a blessing and a curse.  A blessing, if ye obey 

the commandments of the Lord your God, which I command you 

this day and a curse if ye will not obey the commandments of the 

Lord your God, but turn aside out of the way which I command 

you this day.” 

 

See, God says this.  He said, “I’m going to put a blessing on you if 

you obey my commandments, and you have a curse if you don’t 

obey and turn aside.”  Now, when he says if you obey my 

commandments, do you think he meant obey one time?  When God 
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said “Honor thy mother and thy father.”  Do you think he just 

meant do what they say one day or one week?  The thing has to 

be continual.  You have to learn how to develop a habit pattern of 

success.  You see too often we will start something and stop it.  We 

just row.  You can’t get across the lake with just one row.  You got 

to row, row and row your boat. 

 

We have someone in the audience and they just got married 

yesterday.  You just can’t kiss your husband on the wedding day.  

You just can’t be intimate on the wedding night.  You can’t tell 

that man next week, “Well you know last week, we will--”.  You 

can’t tell him next month, “Well you know last month, I was real 

good to you.”  You can’t make it all last month.”  You’ve got to row, 

row and row.  You must be consistent.  You must be diligent. 

 

00:05:00 

 

You don’t get your money in good shape by just one shot.  You 

have to go to work, after going to work, after going to work.  You 

don’t keep your body in good shape by just exercising one time 

and quit.  You can’t say, “I had a good workout last year.”  You 

have to row, row and keep rowing.  Life is about developing 

consistent patterns -- we’ll have on -- when New Year’s come, 

you’d have all of these New Year’s resolution and by Valentines, 

90% of them will be broken.  And as a result, people will never 

achieve the real results of what they desire out of life because they 

row one time or two times and stop.  You must row and row and 

row. 

 

I never will forget, I was out on the golf course one day and George 

Render -- and that’s actually brother Gerald Render’s father.  I 

never will -- sometimes you could hear a statement and it is so 

profound that it sticks with you forever.  And I was there on the 

golf course and brother Render was an excellent golfer.  And I 

would hit a shot and sometimes that shot would be so perfect, it 

just land right near the hole.  But then other times, my shot will 

be in the woods.  And he spoke a word to me that I never forgot, 

and he said, “The difference between a pro and an amateur is 

consistency.”  You’ve got to row, row, row your boat. 

 

Turn to the person sitting next to you and tell them, “your boat”.  

You are responsible for rowing your boat.  See, the problem 

oftentimes, we spent too much of our time trying to row someone 

else’s boat.  God put you in charge of your boat, and only your 
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boat.  Your life is the only one who you really can change.  Now 

you can influence and you can spread your orders, but in terms of 

an absolute concrete ability to change, your boat is the only one 

you can truly row.  And you have to row your -- sometimes, we 

want to do -- we spend our all time talking about what the 

president is doing. 

 

My father used to sit down in the country.  There in the town, 

you’d have people sitting up on the porch, hadn’t done anything, 

not doing anything there and not going to do anything in the 

future.  And when they walk by, all you hear when they walk back 

on the porch, they holler, “I wonder what Roosevelt going to do.”  

They just sit there rocking.  “I wonder what Roosevelt going to 

do.” 

 

It does not matter people because number one, we are not 

responsible for what the president of this country does.  We are 

responsible for going out voting.  You see that’s your vote.  But 

once you have cast your vote, you will be responsible for running 

your boat and too often we mess up and we get all upset because 

we’re looking trying to get over and lean over in someone else’s 

boat and row that boat and not rowing our own. 

 

Let me just read this.  Charlie Jones was a sportscaster who has 

covered several Olympic games in his long career.  At the 1996 

games in Atlanta, he was assigned to announce the rowing, 

canoeing and kayaking events.  It was a situation that left him 

less than fulfilled since he it was broadcasted seven o’clock in the 

morning and the venue was an hours’ drive from Atlanta.  What 

Jones discovered however was that it ended up being one of the 

most memorable sports events in his career because he gained a 

chance to understand the mental workings of these Olympic 

athletes. 

 

Preparing for the broadcast, Jones interviewed the rowers and 

asked them about the conditions such as rain, strong winds, 

currents or breaking an oar, and each time he asked the rowers, 

the response was the same.  “That’s outside my boat.”  After 

hearing the same answer again and again, Jones realized that 

these Olympic athletes had a remarkable focus in their attempt 

to win an Olympic medal he writes, they were interested only in 

what they could control and that was what was going on inside of 

their boat. 
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00:10:02 

 

Everything else was beyond their control and not worth the 

expense or never engines that would distract them from their 

ultimate goal.  If it’s outside your boat, don’t worry about it.  

There’s a whole lot of stuff that’s outside of our boat and we can’t 

do absolutely nothing about it.  See the only thing that -- if it’s 

inside your boat, it means you can do something about it.  And 

that’s what the rowers understood.  If the wind blew, what are 

they going to do about the wind?  That’s outside of my boat.  If a 

strong current came, that’s outside of my -- I’m not worried about 

anything. 

 

Basically, they said, I’ve got enough inside of my boat to handle.  

I don’t know about you people but I got enough inside of my own 

boat.  See, we’re preaching right now inside of a boat.  You have 

to handle and if you develop the mental attitude, that’s outside of 

my boat.  And handle well what is inside of you boat.  I even 

instituted that in the company, and oftentimes, when we’re trying 

to reach a particular goal or a sales objective and people would 

come out with stuff.  “You know the economy is going--”, “Look, I 

said, “I don’t want to hear that, that’s outside the boat.”  Nothing 

I can do about the economy.  I cannot control what Greenspan is 

going to come out and do and announce about the answers 

waiting.  There’s nothing a single person here in this room can do 

about the economy.  I said, “That’s outside the boat.” 

 

I said, “Let’s focus on, let’s just talk about what we can do inside 

of the boat and we handle what’s inside of the boat all right.”  No 

matter what goes on outside of the boat, this company will go 

forward and it will go up so let’s not even mention anything that’s 

outside of the boat. 

 

One of the Scriptures that we know so well, Joshua 1:8 says this, 

“This Book of the Law shall not depart out of our mouth.”  But I 

want you to hear how much God is telling.  This thing is about 

your boat.  This Book of the Law shall not depart out of whose 

mouth?  That means your mouth, point right right here.  This 

Book of the Law -- he didn’t say, “Look, this Book of the Law shall 

not depart out of C. Elijah’s mouth or shall not depart out of 

James’ mouth -- God told.  He said, “Look, this Book of the Law 

shall not depart out of thy mouth but thou.”  Who?  Thou.  “But 

thou”.  God has talked to the -- God said, “But you.”  “But thou 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5222.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5222.mp3 

shall mediate therein day and night.”  That repetition that said 

row and row and row. 

 

“But thou shall meditate therein day and night that thou.”  Who?  

Who?  That thou.  “That you mayest observe to do according to all 

that is written therein for then thou shalt make thy way 

prosperous.  God said, “Look, if you keep my law in your mouth, 

if you meditate on it day and night…”  He says, “Then you shall 

make your way prosperous.” 

 

See a lot of times, we waiting a lot to make our way prosperous.  

God -- that ain’t what he sees.  If you keep my Word in your 

mouth, you meditate on it day and night, you do what I say -- if 

you do this, God says, he says, “then thou shall make that way 

prosperous and then thou shall have good success.”  God is saying, 

he said, “Look, if you just handle the stuff that’s in your boat, then 

your boat will go where it’s supposed to be.”  Row, row, row your 

boat gently down the stream.  Merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily.  

Life is a but a dream.” 

 

If you row, row your boat then the song says, gently, gently, 

gently.  Do you know gentleness is one of the fruit of the spirit?  

And do you know how many things in your life would go so much 

better if you just handle the stuff gently?  Lord we have read.  I’m 

just saying it’s a (00:14:38).  You know you should’ve done that.  

What in the world, you’re coming up that’s got a message.  You 

all understand what I’m saying.  Gently.  “Oh man we can whip 

that sharp tongues and--”  You understand what I’m saying? 

 

Gently.  And that’s why the bible says it is a soft voice turneth 

away wrath. 

 

00:15:05 

 

If we learn how to -- most of the conflicts that we really get into 

to be honest about it is not about the stuff.  It’s about the way we 

handle the stuff.  It’s about the attitude we use when we’re trying 

to deal with a situation.  It’s not really about the situation.  It’s 

how we handle it because most of us are not handling our 

situations gently. 

 

We just -- instead of knocking on the door, we’re kicking the door 

down.  Now both of them will open the door but the problem is, 

they both will open the door but now instead of having a door that 
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has been opened by the other person, now you have a door flat on 

the ground, hinges busted all through and pull all that, and your 

leg hurt.  Gently.  Turn to the person sitting next to you and just 

tell them softly,  gently. 

 

See, if you learn how to handle some things that all the stuff in 

your world, just learn how to handle it gently.  That verse 

Galatians 5:22 says, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

long-suffering, gentleness.”  If we just learn to handle things 

gently.  Row, row, row your boat gently down the stream.  Merrily, 

merrily, merrily, merrily.  Life is a but a dream. 

 

Down the stream.  You have to understand that down the stream 

principle.  Now, there is a law of life and physics that says it is 

always easier to go down than up.  It’s always easier to destroy 

than to build.  It’s always easier to destruct than to construct but 

you have to understand that down the stream principle.  The 

down the stream principle is simply this.  Who made the stream?  

Who made the stream?  God made the stream.  So, when you 

understand what the stream represents -- the stream represents 

the flow of life that God has ordained for you. 

 

And whenever you can get into the flow that God has ordained for 

you, you will find that you will be able to move along with the 

current and along with life move.  You will be able to go through 

life a lot smoother than many of us who try to go against the 

stream.  And we said, “I know that God wants me to go this way.”  

I see what God’s Word says but I just want to go the other way.  

So, as a result, we try to roll up the stream against God’s current, 

against the direction that he has ordained for our lives and as a 

result, we end up getting buffeted and we end up getting battered 

and beaten by all this stuff because we want to go the way we 

want to go, not the way that God has. 

 

See if you go God’s way, there may be some rocks in the river and 

in the stream but if you go God’s way and flow along with the 

current.  Now, in order for you to be able to flow along with God’s 

current, you must know what the current is.  You have to be 

sensitive to God’s word or the world will tell you to go away too.  

And you got to know the difference between God’s stream and the 

world’s whirlwind.  And when you understand God’s stream and 

his gentle way of leading you and the direction he wants you to go 

in, you will go through life and you will be able to go through 

gently and you will be able to go through with direction and you 
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will be able to go through life of a whole lot less effort if you just 

follow God’s direction. 

 

Row, row, row your boat gently down the stream.  Merrily, 

merrily, merrily, merrily.  Life is a but a dream.  Merrily, merrily, 

merrily, merrily.  The song has to say that four times for you to 

understand that you need to go through life with joy.  You don’t 

need to be sour.  Sometimes we think, people, that even 

Christianity, the mark of Christianity is the pious sour look.  

Where you think of good Christians just look like they just got 

through sucking on a sour lemon.  That’s not what God wants for 

your life.  He wants you to go through life with a happy and a 

joyous heart. 

 

00:20:03 

 

Proverbs says in 15:13, it says, “A merry heart maketh a cheerful 

countenance but by sorrow of the heart, the spirit is broken.”  It 

says basically, a merry heart makes -- the way everything that 

even surrounds you.  It just feels -- do you know sometimes, you 

can -- some people when you get around this, you feel better.  You 

feel lighter.  I mean it’s just when you see them, you know 

something -- a burden just lifts off your heart.  Then there are 

other people, I don’t even have to go there but what you 

understand.  A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance.  And 

in Proverbs 15:15 says this, “All the days of the afflicted are evil, 

but he that is of a merry heart has a continual feast.” 

 

The bible says if you have a merry heart, it’s like you being -- 

you’re just at a continual feast.  And when you have a merry 

heart, you find a lot of good things on the table because if you have 

a merry heart, you’re filled with joy.  When your heart is -- you 

found all the messy stuff when your heart is all crusted over and 

mean and mad.  You find everything wrong in the world.  But a 

merry heart, oh a merry heart -- you’ll be surprised, it’s like child.  

Children are often filled with joy.  And do you know a child, they 

can find a feast with just about anything.  They can play with the 

simplest of things and the least expensive because their hearts 

are often filled with joy.  If you can be merry in life. 

 

Proverbs 17:22 says, “A merry heart doeth good like a medicine, 

but a broken spirit drieth the bones.”  Got arthritis?  Nothing but 

dry bones.  Nothing but dry bones.  That’s exactly what it is.  

That’s what arthritis is, it’s dry bones.  And most of our elderly 
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population is ragged(ph) with arthritis.  You need to check your 

spirit and see how much joy it has.  The bible says you’ve got a 

broken spirit, it’ll dry your bones up.  Sometimes, if you just learn 

how to laugh and just put a smile on your face.  And then you’ll 

be -- that thing is a medicine unto the body.  It’s scientifically 

proven about how the endorphins had flood the body. 

 

That thing affects every single organ in your body.  It’ll keep 

wrinkles off of your face.  A lot of people ask me, “Pastor, what’s 

your secret, why do you look so young?”  “I’m happy.”  That’s first.  

I exercise, I eat right but that stuff comes from the inside and that 

stuff will even show a glow on your face.  I’m happy -- I have -- 

you don’t ever see me basically down and sad and upset.  You just 

won’t see it.  I’m not saying that some things don’t get to me but 

if they get to me, they’re not going to get to me long because I 

understand.  That stuff will dry my bones up. 

 

And I need my bones in good shape so as a result, I keep the joy 

and a merriness within my heart.  Ecclesiastes 8:15 says, “Then I 

commended (00:23:11) because a man has no better thing under 

the sun.”  If you put it in the New Living Translation, “So I 

recommend having fun because there is nothing better for people 

to do in this world to eat, drink and enjoy life.  That way, they will 

experience some happiness along with the hard work which God 

gives them. 

 

He said, “You  need to be having fun.”  You need to go through life 

merrily.  Even if you have to go through a job.  You need to find 

some -- see you need to find some fun on your job.  Don’t just go 

in and “Lord, I got another day of work.”  Have some fun with life.  

Merrily, merrily, merrily.  Row, row, row your boat gently down 

the stream.  Merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily.  Life is a but a 

dream. 

 

Life is but a dream.  Perhaps the verse that says this best is 

second Corinthians 4:18, it says, “While we look not at the things 

which are seen but at the things which are not seen.  For the 

things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not 

seen are eternal.”  All this is saying here, all this stuff in the 

world, all of this that we call life, that stuff is nothing but a vapor.  

It’s temporary.  It’s a whisp.  It’s gone in the blink of an eye.  But 

the eternal -- life is a dream people. 
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People, the bible says that this is not what we’re living for.  We’re 

living for the eternal life not these few 70 some hard years.  This 

is not what we’re here for.  The main -- this is just a dream.  The 

reality -- this stuff is all temporary.  You need to focus on the stuff 

that’s going to last, the permanent stuff. 

 

00:25:01 

 

And we need to understand -- and you see the more I was able to 

realize that truth, the more it changed my focus in life because 

most of us are focused on this world and what we can get in this 

world.  And it changed my life not to focus on what I could get but 

what I could leave.  And then what I would leave in the earth and 

what I would store in heaven.  And those became my focus.  Even 

with a good bit of the work that I do now is involved in the 

ministry and I don’t get paid for it because -- well, I don’t get paid 

for it in money but I do get paid for it in legacy, and my storage 

in heaven. 

 

And when you understand that -- when you understand that this 

physical life is temporary, it’s fleeting, and those of you that have 

some age on -- you know what I’m talking about.  Time flies by.  

Those years pass by like lines on the highway.  This thing is going 

by so fast, it’s life’s a dream and you can remember when you were 

graduating from high school just yesterday.  It’s going by like a 

high-speed highway.  It’s just a dream. 

 

I thank you for watching Brothers of the Word today.  If you know 

someone who needs to hear this message, simply go to 

TheOnLineWord.com, click send to a friend and send them a 

number message 5222, “Row, row, row your boat.”  I thank you 

for joining Brothers of the Word today because, “Brother, you 

need the Word.” 

 

Amen.  Let’s sing it brother Ivan(ph).  Row, row, row your boat 

gently down the stream.  Merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily.  Life 

is a but a dream.  Row, row, row your boat gently down the 

stream.  Merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily.  Life is a but a dream.  

That may have seemed like a silly verse to preach from but I’m 

going to tell you, people, if you keep that thing in your head, it’ll 

make a difference. 

 

I know this week, I had even situations and you’ll always have 

situations.  It’s going to be difficult and I have some difficult -- 
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you know I just started singing that song?  Row, row, row your 

boat gently down the -- and when I started singing it because I 

knew the message that God had given me and if you just sing -- 

well so, have you sing it.  And do you know, even if people hear 

you sing it, they’ll look at you funny but I guarantee you this, a 

smile will come across the face.  It’ll lighten up the atmosphere 

and they’ll wonder, what in the world are you singing that for?  

And if they wonder, tell them, go to TheOnLineWord, this is 

sermon 5222 and it is claimed 

 

But it makes a difference.  And some of you not only needed that 

message, you’re going to need it.  Because we need to learn how 

to handle life.  Even though it’s all about eternity, you have to 

handle this life right to even get there and to be honest with you, 

even though this is just a fleeting moment, I don’t want these 

fleeting moments to be missed, because it’s 70 years, even though 

that may go by fast, or 80 or 90 years, it may go by fast, if you 

spend 80 or 90 years in a mess, that can be a long time. 

 

Do you know if you put your finger on a hot stove and leave it 

there for three seconds, that’s a long time?  So, when things are 

unpleasant, you know time goes real slow so I don’t want any of 

my years here to be unpleasant.  So, this message, it will help you 

to get through life gently.  And to get to your destination of peace 

and merry joy in your heart. 

 

00:29:08 
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