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Nathaniel: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because, brother, you need the 

word. 

 

If you are going through some mountains in your life, I want you 

to listen to this message upon this day.  Today’s message is simply 

entitled The Mountains of God.  And all of us at one point or 

another in our lives, we will face mountains – mountains that we 

have to climb, have to go around where they stay stuck blocking 

our paths.  And today, I just want to speak to you for a little while 

on the Mountains of God and just to go through some scripture 

where you see just in the New Testament where Jesus taught so 

much and dealt so much with mountains.  Just follow along with 

me real quick.  You don’t have to turn -- for example first in 

Matthew 5, it says, “And seeing the multitudes, He went up into 

a mountain, and when He was set, His disciples came unto him 

and He opened His mouth and taught them, saying, ‘Blessed are 

the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.’” And these 

are where the Beatitudes came forth on the mountain. 

 

Matthew chapter 15 beginning at the 29th verse, “And Jesus 

departed from thence, and came nigh unto the sea of Galilee; and 

went up into a mountain, and sat down there.  And great 

multitudes came unto him, having with them those that were 

lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others, and cast them 

down at Jesus’ feet; and He healed them.  In so much that the 

multitude wondered, when they saw the dumb to speak, the 

maimed to be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to see: and 

they glorified the God of Israel.  Then Jesus called his disciples 

unto him and said I have compassion on the multitude, because 

they continue with me now three days, and have nothing to eat: 

and I will not send them away fasting, lest they faint in the way.” 

 

Matthew Chapter 17, “And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, 

James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high 

mountain apart, and was transfigured before them: and his face 

did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light.  And 

behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with 

him.” 

 

Matthew 28 beginning at the 16th verse, “Then the 11 disciples 

went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus anointed 

them.  And when they saw Him, they worshipped Him: but some 

doubted.  And Jesus came and spake unto them saying, All power 

is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore, and 
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teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 

of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all 

things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 

always, even until the end of the world.” 

 

Mark Chapter 3 verse 13, “And He goeth up into a mountain, and 

calleth unto him whom he would: and they came unto him”. 

 

The Mountains of God.  And if you’ll notice even with so many of 

Jesus’ teachings, He taught from mountains.  You don’t hear 

where Jesus taught in the valley.  The only two places that you 

hear really where Jesus taught was on a mountain or in the 

church in the synagogue.  And you have to ask yourself why did 

Jesus always teach when he was outside of the church 

predominantly from a mountain.  There are easier places to teach 

from. 

 

I don’t know how many of you have ever gone mountain climb and 

I have.  And mountain climb and it’s not particularly easy.  And 

can you imagine people that if we had to come to church to learn 

the Word of God every day, can you imagine what it would be like 

if we had to climb a mountain just to hear the word of God?  But 

yet when you look at where Jesus taught outside of the 

synagogue, most of the time, he was on a mountain.  Why didn’t 

He teach from the valley?  Why didn’t He just teach where it was 

comfortable?  Why did He teach where the people had to struggle 

and where the people had to strain, the people had to climb and 

the people had to risk it and they had to struggle up in steep 

mountain?  Why did he teach from a mountain instead of teaching 

in the valley? 

 

00:05:00 

 

Why couldn’t God has given Moses the Ten Commandments on 

level ground?  Why did he have to go up into the mountains for 40 

days to be changed and to hear the word of God and to bring down 

the law?  Why couldn’t God just give it to Moses where He was 

comfortable?  Because sometimes folks, you have to go up a 

mountain and you have to transverse and you have to climb and 

you have to struggle, and you have to strain because oftentimes, 

we cannot learn in the valley of comfort.  God has to take you up 

on a mountain.  But the problem is given our choice, we prefer not 

to fool with the mountain.   Given the choice between having to 

climb and go way up on this.  See, the only mountain that we 
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really have fundamentally in the metropolitan area of Atlanta is 

Stone Mountain.  And for those of you that have walked up Stone 

Mountain, it’s about a couple of miles just walking up the 

mountain.  And by the time you get up Stone Mountain, you know 

you have done some walking. 

 

More people take the sky car up the mountain where they just sit 

down and the motor turns the big wheel and the cable car just lift 

them up and there they get to the top of the mountain.  But 

people, do you know it’s a different appreciation from the top 

when you walk versus when you’ve taken the cable car?  But yet, 

when it comes to the word of God, we want to learn and we want 

to have revelation and understanding, and we want God reveals 

from the comfort of the valley.  Yet so often, God will only reveal 

himself on the mountaintop and you have to understand the 

mountains of God even when He (00:07:03), when He landed near 

to hear and to see God, and after, he had to go to the mountain of 

God.  Traveling 40 days through the desert before you could hear 

the still small voice of God. 

 

Some of you right now, you are dealing with mountains in your 

life and God wants to speak to you, but he can’t do it in the valley. 

He’s got to take you up a mountain and the only problem with 

that is that the mountain is just not easy.  And some of the 

situations that God has to put you in so that you can learn and so 

that you can get close to him.  Turn to the person sitting next to 

you and just tell him, “It’s just not easy.”  Some of the situations 

God has to put you through is just not easy.  You see, even in the 

academic world, all of the classes where I really learned, all of the 

teachers who really taught me, who really made an impact, they 

were the classes everyone else tried to avoid.  They were the 

teachers whom the students said, “Don't get in their class.  Man, 

they will work you to death.  They will put some hard stuff on 

you.”  But that was where I learned. 

 

 And God has to take us through some situations and up some hills 

and some footpath so that we can learn and so that we can hear 

his voice and so that we can come to know God.  That’s why you 

don’t have churches named after valleys.  They had just as many 

names of valleys as they did mountains, but no one goes to the 

valley church.  Every church that’s named after a place is named 

after a mountain: Mount Etna(ph), Mount Carmel First Baptist 

Church, Mount Calvary, Mount Sinai, Mount Table, Mount Nebo, 

Mount Zion.  Every one of the church is named after places named 
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after a mountain because there was an understanding of the 

principle that if you really want to know God, you got to go up the 

mountain just like -- and Stone Mountain is a fairly low piece.  

I’ve  gone up some really tall mountains and the tallest mountain 

that I ever went was actually out in California, and there was this 

mountain; it had an 11,000 and somewhat foot peak to it and it’s 

about six or seven miles up to the top of that mountain. 

 

00:10:00 

 

And when I saw it, there’s a warning, “Do not attempt this if you 

have heart conditions, prone to stroke, faint.” They had all this 

listed (00:10:10) this mountain if you’re not in good shape.  

(00:11:19) no liability if you drop dead trying to get up this 

mountain.  That’s just (00:10:16) inside of me.  And I set out going 

up that mountain.  By the time I got to the top of that mountain, 

my feet were sore up.  I was just about out of breath because the 

air was thin.  It was so hot.  The problem was I felt the blisters 

coming on my feet, and matter of fact, my ankle looked like it was 

hurting and twisted, and there I was and I’ve made it to the top, 

but the problem was there was no cable car going back down and 

I had to limp all the way back down that six or seven miles getting 

back down that mountain.  And when I got to the bottom of that 

mountain, I was beaten.  How many of you all have been beaten 

by the mountain? 

 

I mean, the mountains of life that you are dealing with by the 

time you have gone up and down that mountain, you are sore, you 

are hurting, you are tired, and if there was a way you could have 

called a cable car in the middle and gone up that mountain, you 

would have.  And the only reason you made it, the only reason 

that you didn’t stop is because there was just no other way.  

Because if I could have caught a ride, I would have.  If I could 

have taken a helicopter, I would have.  That was the only reason 

I walked the rest of the way on that mountain is because there 

was no other way.  And many of you were in a situation right now.  

God has placed you between a rock and a hard place, and you have 

no other way but to stay on the mountain and to go through that 

mountain and to go over that and to learn the lesson that God is 

trying to teach you. 

 

And there are just seven key things about the mountain of God, 

and I want to first of all deal with the mountain of God because I 

want you to understand the devil has mountains, too.  Everything 
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God has, the devil has a counterfeit.  As a matter of fact, the first 

mention of the word mountain in the New Testament is actually 

the devil’s mountain.  Matthew 4:8 says, “Again, the devil taketh 

him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the 

kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them.”  Don’t you think 

there -- So, every mountain that people live, some of this God has 

nothing to do with it.  That’s the devil that gets you on that 

mountain.  So, I’m talking about God’s mountain. 

 

First thing about God’s mountain is it’s never going to be crowded.  

Whenever you go up on a mountain, you’re never going to see a 

whole pile of folks.  So, you won’t see a whole pile of anything.  

You won’t see a whole pile of animals.  You’ll see flocks that will 

inhabit the plains in the low lying areas, but the higher you go, 

as far as the population get both in both animal life and even in 

plant life, the higher you go -- and that’s why when Moses went 

up to the mountain, who (00:13:41)?  There’s was no one there.  

 

 When Elijah went up to the mountain, there was no one there but 

him because when they went up into the mountain of God, they 

were all alone.  When you really start going up higher into God’s 

presence, you will never be where the crowd is.  You will often 

have to abide alone because oftentimes, not only will people not 

even go with you, they don’t even understand you.  That’s the first 

(00:14:10), it’s not crowded. 

 

In Matthew 14:23, “And when he had sent the multitudes away, 

he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and the evening was 

calm, he was there alone.”  If you want to get alone, just go up 

into the mountain of God.  (00:14:27).  Just go up into the 

mountain of God.  You’ll be there and you’ll have solitude and 

you’ll be able to hear the voice of God.  Whenever you get way, it 

is really crowded(ph).  I mean you’re really crowded.  Oftentimes, 

God is not going really to be there alone.  You have to get in the 

rhythm(ph), you have to get alone and you have to get where other 

folks won’t go.  You can’t -- oftentimes, a big movement (00:14:54) 

popular.  But if you really -- that’s why even when Jesus starts 

going way up on the mountain, most His disciples left.  We start 

getting into the deep stuff if it is too heavy for me.  It will never 

be crowded. 

 

00:15:08 
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Number two, mountains are never easy to climb.  People, you will 

never ever know your real faith until  it has a chance to be tested.  

How do you really know you got faith?  I mean you really don’t 

know until it’s tested.  I mean it’s easy to say.  I mean it’s just like 

if you had to go in for a major operation, you don’t want a surgeon 

who has never had some difficult cases.  I mean if I had to have a 

major operation, I want a surgeon that has gone into some -- dealt 

with some crazy stuff.  I want a surgeon who’s had to take people 

and reroute this tube into that tube and has stuff just buzz(ph) 

loose on them.  I don't want a surgeon where everything is just 

going hunky-dory.  

 

If I have to take a flight, I don’t want a pilot that’s never had 

(00:16:10).  I don’t want a pilot where if he sees a dark cloud, he’s, 

“Oh, goodness!  I’ve never seen.  Oh!”  I don’t want someone who’s 

never had the experience of rough weather.  If I have to put my 

life in their hands, I need someone who have handled some things.  

Even in business, I don’t even want a manager who has never 

dealt with tough situations because the only thing that will really 

test and try your faith and hone your ability is when you have to 

deal with some mountains.  But mountains are never easy to 

climb.  In the midst of a climb, it will try you and it will test you 

and it will make you wonder if you are all alone and where is God.  

Mountains -- sometimes, people, when we deal with mountains, it 

doesn’t even feel like we are on the mountain.  It feels like the 

mountain is on us, the mountains of God. 

 

 Third thing is this – you’ll learn a lot more on the mountain than 

you will in the valley.  It’s like that experience factor.  They are 

just some things, people, that only tough situations can really 

teach you.  There are some things that smooth sea will never 

teach you how to sail.  You really have to be on that mountain to 

truly learn.  Do you know I have learned far more in business 

from my failures than I have from my successes?  (00:17:45).  

Successes, they just don’t teach you quite as much as those 

failures do.  Those failures are training if you listen.  Turn to the 

person sitting next to you and tell them, “If you listen.”  See, that’s 

the real part about experience.  A lot of times, people will go 

through mountaintop experiences and still never learn.  They end 

up doing the same thing over and over and over and over. 

 

 Let me explain to you a spiritual principle, people.  God took 

people to the mountain, but He never meant for them to live there.  

They only changed(ph) that.  God will take -- he took Moses to 
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mountain, but that was not where Moses was supposed to live.  

Jesus taught people on the mountain, but it was not where they 

were supposed to live.  The mountain top was for training.  It was 

to teach you how to live, but it was not for you to live there all of 

the time.  And some people get it stuck in their head and “I’m 

supposed to just go through this.”  Oh no!  You were not.  If you 

were living(ph) on the mountain, something’s wrong.  You go on 

the mountain to get empowered, and Moses got empowered and 

he came back to the valley. 

 

 So we’ve got to learn the mountain is designed to teach and it is 

designed to train us, but it is not a place of abode.  It is a 

temporary school where we are supposed to go and to learn, but 

there’s something wrong if you never get out of high school.  It’s 

something wrong if you never get out of college.  It’s something 

wrong if you never get out of university.  You are supposed to go 

to high school.  You’re supposed to go to college.  It’s good for you 

to go -- to get advanced degree, but there is something wrong if 

you’ve been in school for 50 years.  There’s something wrong if 

you never graduate.  There is something wrong if you still sit in 

the same class taking the same stuff just over and over and over.  

There’s something wrong if you never graduate.  The mountain is 

a school.  It is not a home.  So, we have to understand somethings 

about the mountain. 

 

First thing is mountains are dangerous.  You fall off. 

 

00:20:00 

 

I went to the Grand Canyon and I spent a week going down the 

canyon on a raft and I was with another group and they took us 

up to the mountains.  If you ever been in the Grand Canyon, it’s 

deep down and I climbed it up, I was like one on a mountain.  They 

took us up on the mountain and I know I had to go about a 

hundred feet on a ledge about like this walking around that 

mountain and I was saying to myself as I walked through that 

thing, and to be honest about it, I didn’t want to go.  Turn to the 

person sitting next to you and tell him, “He didn’t want to go.” 

 

I didn’t want to go.  The problem was I was with a group of other 

folks and I just didn’t want to (00:20:39).  You know, you didn't 

just want to say, “Look, I’m scared,” then I was with a group of 

other folks.  That’s how peer pressure can get to you.  But I looked 

at that long leg go and I said, “This thing is dangerous.”  If you 
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sneeze, if you get fainted and fall into the hundred feet down to 

solid rocks -- even lying on this or staying like this, no one 

(00:21:01) if I slip, I’m dead because if I fell, if it didn't kill me, it 

was sure enough that’s going to  mess me up and I wouldn’t count 

on angels to pick me up, to keep me from death with my foot 

against the stone.  I knew that if I fell, I was going to be in some 

serious problem.  

 

Mountains are dangerous.  You can fall.  That’s why you need to 

make sure that you have God with you whenever you have to deal 

with a mountain experience.  You need to make sure you have 

God with -- but you still have to watch your step.  Now I prayed 

for our steps on that mountain.  But when I got out there, I was -

- I mean, I prayed, but I was watching my feet.  I went out there, 

“Lord, have mercy.”  I was hanging in that wall in ease and strife.  

I was watching making sure I didn’t slip.  I was making sure there 

was no rock smoothly could slip me up out of watch.  That’s why 

you have to watch as well as pray.  So, when you are dealing with 

a mountain situation you have to watch as well as pray because 

mountains are dangerous place. 

 

 Number five, transfiguration occurs on mountains.  That’s why 

when Jesus wanted to show the disciples something and they 

went to the mounts of transfiguration, when you go on a 

mountaintop experience, when you come down, you will not be the 

same.  You are transfigured.  When you go through something 

and when you come through that thing, and when you know 

beyond the shadow of a doubt that God has brought you through, 

you are no longer the same.  See, it’s one thing about being able 

to talk to people about someone else’s miraculous deliverance.  

That’s a good testimony because -- I know a fellow (00:23:07) God 

brought him through there.  That’s a great testimony but there’s 

no testimony quite like when you’ve been on a mountain and God 

has brought you through it this.  Do you know you have more of -

- there’s more of an impact when God can heal your toe than Him 

healing someone else’s tuberculosis. 

 

 There is more of an impact when you can see a miraculous healing 

with God healing  your corn(ph) than someone else’s cancer.  So, 

when God takes you through and God brings you through the 

mountain, something happens, and you are transformed and you 

are no longer the same, that’s why when Moses went and he saw 

the burning bush and he saw the miraculous then when he saw 
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the supernatural, when you come face to face and you know it is 

a supernatural, you are no longer the same.  You are transfigured. 

 

  Number six, you can talk to God better on mountain.  Do you 

know you pray better when you’re in a mess?  That’s just the 

truth.  With 99.999% of people, you pray better when you are in a 

mess.  Church is a (00:24:24) when a country is a mess.  If you 

want to send the churches out, let’s stuff(ph) be prosperous.  You 

let them walk out the 911 every church in the country (00:24:32) 

folks were down on their knees praying, “Lord--”  You can hear 

and talk to God better on the mountaintop and I wish (00:24:45) 

than it is.  You can just communicate better and more sincerely 

with God when you are in mess.  On the same way when stuff 

really is going -- “I need – Lord, help me.  Lord have mercy.”  You 

can pray and hear a whole lot better on a mountaintop. 

 

00:25:05 

 

 The last thing is this when you have a mountaintop experience, 

you learn how to move mountains.  See, how are you going to 

know how to move mountains, you never run your own one.  

That’s why Jesus said -- “And Jesus said unto them, because of 

your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, if you have faith as a grain 

of mustard seed, you shall say into this mountain, remove hence 

to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be 

impossible unto you.” Turn to the person sitting next to you and 

tell them, “Nothing.”  That’s what Jesus said would be impossible 

to you, but how would you ever going to move a mountain if you 

never come up across a mountain? 

 

You will learn when you face mountains and if you have faith 

enough that you can tell this mountain be thou removed and be 

thou casted to the sea.  The mountains of God.  God will send us, 

too, and He’ll send us up and He’ll send us through some 

mountains in our life so that He can speak to us, so that He can 

transfigure us, so that He can build our faith, so that He can let 

us know that He is God. 

 

 I thank you for joining us today on Brothers of the Word.  If you 

know someone who needs to hear this message, simply go to 

AirJesus.com and listen to message 5234.  You can even email it 

to a friend at AirJesus.com message 5234.  We thank you for 

joining us today.  Thank you for joining us at Brothers of the Word 
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because, brother, you need the word.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  The 

mountains of God.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

And some of you on those mountains right now, God is even trying 

to speak to you just in this message.  Listen and pray and seek 

the face while you’re on Mountain and you’ll be just like Moses, 

and you may never see God’s face.  All He’ll let you see is backside 

because you’ll never be able to see the full plan of God.  See, 

Another characteristic of the mountain is that you cannot only 

hear and see God better on the mountain, you can see the world 

better.  When you get into some situations, when you’re really on 

God’s mountain, He will let you see the rest of the world, and in 

the vast majority of the cases, you’ll find your situation not that 

bad in the first place.  Do you know most of the stuff we complain 

about when you really look at it is, is really nothing?  I mean 

nothing and God all let us see.  That’s why when you’re elevated, 

you can see some stuff that you can’t see down in the middle of.  

He has to sometimes take you up out of your situation so you can 

see some things.  And when you’re able to see some things, you’ll 

see that your situation is not that bad after all. 

 

You’ll find out that really what you're complaining about is 

legitimate, but it’s not that significant.  You’ll find out why 

apostles just have any food and raiment, be ye content.  And I 

don’t know anyone who does not have food and raiment.  Most of 

the other stuff that we whine and we complain about is not even 

significant.  God has to take us up to the mountain where we can 

see some of these things and we’ll get a higher understanding of 

His purpose for our lives and our place in this world.  And often, 

the only place that you can truly see that is on a mountaintop.   So 

many things in the valley keep us discontent, so many, and most 

live in the valley.  Very few ever go to the mountaintop and get in 

life and then come back. 

 

Do you know what happened when Moses went up to the 

mountain and he came back he saw all of the sins in the people.  

When you get to the mountain and you come back down, you’ll see 

all of the sins, and Moses came back down after being with God.  

He said, “My goodness.”  He wants to take some of you to the 

mountain. 

 

00:30:00 
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So, you can come back, and even in your own households, you will 

be able to see all of the sins.  Even in your own family.  Even 

around some of your relatives.  Because you will be able to go up 

to the mountain and come back and you’ll see some things in your 

old life is full of sins.  And when you come back down after being 

with God, you say, my goodness, “My goodness.  My goodness.”  

But you’ll be transfigured.  But the road is not easy and not many 

people travel it with you.   God wants to take you to the mountain.  

Are you all ready for a mountaintop experience? 

 

If you want to go listen to the King’s speech, “I’ve been to the 

mountaintop.”  You know that was a speech he made before he 

was killed the very night prior, and he said about all the stuff in 

life.  He said, “It doesn’t matter to me now because I’ve been to 

the mountaintop.” And when you listen to the speech, you can see 

that he -- just knew he is about to die.  And you see death, people, 

is the most traumatic thing that most of us can think of there’s 

nothing than that.  So, here was a man about to go to the worst 

thing that man says that you can endure.  And he had been to the 

mountaintop and he’d seen the worst thing the man said, “It 

doesn’t even matter to me now.”  When you go to the mountaintop, 

it will change you and it will transfigure you, and you won’t even 

be the same person when you come down on the mountaintop. 

 

00:31:37 
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