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Nathaniel Bronner:  And the story of the angels coming to the shepherds to 

tell them about the birth of Christ.  Then, the second chapter of 

Luke. beginning at the eighth verse and I’ll be reading from the 

New International translations that says, “And there were 

shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night, and an angel of the Lord appeared to them, 

and the glory of the Lord shown all around them, and they were 

terrified.  But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring 

you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.’” And I 

want to just tell you and expound upon what the angels told the 

shepherds.  

 

“And an angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the 

Lord shown all around them, and they were terrified.”  The 

shepherds were regular people.  They didn’t have some, you 

know, high and mighty knowledge and some great ecclesiastical 

and naughty.  There were regular folks.  And when the angels 

appeared unto the shepherds, they were terrified.  And a lot of 

times, people, when the divine comes into our lives, it scares us 

to death.  When the supernatural happened -- but the angel said 

unto them, “Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news.” 

 

 See, shepherds are nothing but regular people with regular 

fears, but they are confident from fear by the knowledge of God.  

God came to the shepherds and said, “Don’t be afraid.”  And the 

closer that you walk with God, the less you are scared of the 

stuff on this earth.  Anytime you find someone full of fear, I’ll 

guarantee you’ll find someone far from God.  What’s the worst 

that can happen to you?  If you ask a man and or ask anyone 

what’s the worst that can happen, basically the worst that can 

happen is something that kills you -- death.  But if you’re 

walking with God, you don’t even fear death because if you do 

get killed and if you do die, all you do is go with God.  So, the 

closer you walk with God, the less fear will be in your life. 

 

 Aren’t you afraid to fly and aren’t you -- but I said, “No.”  First of 

all, nothing’s going to happen to me until my mission is 

complete.  And if this plane goes down, God will (00:02:30) to go 

down and all it means I’m just getting to heaven early.  So, I’m 

not afraid of anything man has to (00:02:37) as long as I am 

walking with God and the angels came unto the shepherds and 

said “Do not be afraid.” 
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And when God enters your world, one of the things that He will 

bring onto you is the lack of fear.  The only thing you should fear 

in this earth is God himself.  Jesus said, “Don’t fear men who 

can only kill the body.  Nothing man can do if you kill the body, 

but you feel the one who can take both body and soul.  So, we 

have to understand that the angels came to ordinary man with 

ordinary figures.  They weren’t supernatural.  They were flesh 

and blood just like we are and we are affected by things and 

there are some things that scare all of us, but when you’re close 

to God, you’re not worried about losing your job, you’re not 

worried about the economy, you’re not worried about war. 

 

Do you know how much stuff can just scared you to death?  You 

watch the news and all kinds of tragedies happening 

somewhere, everywhere, and it can just worry you to death.  

You’re scared getting out of your car and pump gas.  Somebody 

might shoot you or someone may hijack you?  Do you know how 

much stuff can just happen to you?  But when you walk with 

God, you say, “I don’t just walk with God, I walk with the 

angels.  And I know without a shadow of a doubt, there are 

angels particularly assigned just to me.  I’m not by myself.”  

That’s the first thing you’ll understand.  When you walk with 

God, the angels are there all along. 

 

You just have an experience that just opened your eyes and all 

you have angels that have protected you because all of you know 

there have been some situations that in a split second, you could 

have been gone, but something pulled you back, something came 

in.  So, the angels are always there, but if you saw one, they 

scare you to death.  And that’s what happened to the shepherds 

and said, “Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy 

that will be for all of the people.”  And the angel said this will be 

a sign to you.  You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying 

in a manger, and you’ll find him wrapped in cloth, not fine 

garment.  See, it is too many of us, but we’re looking for our stuff 

in the fine stuff, and you just won’t find it in there.  

 

00:05:06 

 

We’re saying that, “Lord, if I can ever just get to where I’m 

making a certain amount of money, I’m going to be happy.  Lord, 

if I can ever just get this car, I’m going to be happy.  Lord, if I 

can ever just get, you know, a six-bedroom house, I’m going to be 

happy.  Lord, if I’m getting a house with a three-car garage, I’m 
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going to be happy.  Lord, if I can just get these clothes where I 

can just have my closet full, I’m going be happy.” 

 

 We’re looking for a lot of our salvation in the stuff and our 

salvation is just wrapped in plain cloth.  See, the angles told the 

shepherds where to look for that salvation.  And you won’t find 

it if you don’t know where to look.  And we’re looking for love in 

all the wrong places and we’re looking for our salvation in all the 

wrong places.  And suddenly a great company of the heavenly 

host appeared with the angel praising God and saying, “Glory to 

God in the highest.” 

 

 See, after you have all of this great revelation, after the word 

has been brought to you, and after the revelation and the 

supernatural has come in and you see these things, do you know 

what the shepherd was saying?  The shepherds said, “Let’s go 

and see.”  They said, “Let’s go to Bethlehem.  Let’s go see.”  In 

other words, when the word comes, you need to go see.  If God 

tells you, “Look, if you get me, if you accept me into your life, I’ll 

bring peace.”  And they went and they found the baby Jesus.  

And after they said, “Let’s go see,” they then said, “Let’s go tell.”  

Because you can’t tell what you haven’t seen, and if you try to go 

and tell what you have not experienced, if you try to go and tell 

about the peace of God and you have no peace yourself, if you try 

and go to tell about the love of Jesus and you have no love 

yourself, they had to go see first, and then after they saw, then 

they could go and tell what the angels told the shepherds.  And 

God wants to bring the greatest gift in the world into your lives.  

The love of Jesus, the Christ, and we have gotten so caught up 

in the Christmas commercial spirit that we have forgotten the 

real meaning.  The Christmas season is the largest season for 

depression.  At the time when we should have the most joy, 

we’ve got the most depression because oftentimes, the 

Christmas season will magnify loneliness. 

 

 It is also one of the greatest times of depression because we go 

out and spend all of our money on gifts, and we’re broken in 

debt.  So, it magnifies financial stress and distress.  Or we can 

get gifts that we really want to buy people, and, people, I’ll tell 

this.  Look, if you have to have a friend that’s dependent upon 

you, buying a gift for them, that’s not a real plan(ph).  And the 

greatest thing is even parents sometimes, they’re all upset about 

“I can’t buy my kids what they want for Christmas.”  You need 

to make sure you give your kids what they need all year round, 
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and you won’t have to worry about Christmas because a week 

after Christmas, mostly those toys are torn up and not even 

used, and we’ve got to understand some real truth so that we 

have the real spirit of Christmas.  God wants you happy. 

 

 Imagine, parents, what you want to give to your children for 

Christmas, what do you think God wants to give you?  Do you 

know how much it aches and it pains you when your children 

are not happy and they’re crying and they are in distress?  What 

do you think God feels about you?  But there are points, people, 

that even we as parents, where we have to withhold some things 

from the child because we know when the child is ready for 

something and when they are not.  And if you give them 

something and they are not ready for it, it becomes destructive 

to them.  And we’ve got to understand something that God has 

to free(ph) us just as these children with what He wants to give 

unto in unlimited that He wants you to be a shepherd because 

after you receive the gift, God wants you to share it and that gift 

you cannot buy at Macy’s.  You can’t buy at Neiman Marcus.  

You can’t buy at (00:09:56).  There is no price they can be paid, 

but it always cost you something. 

 

00:09:59 


