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Welcome to the Brotherhood of the Word. Because brother, you need the Word. 
Amen. 
 
And upon this day, we are continuing a series of four messages taken from 2 Kings 
6:1-7. As I read, please follow along.  
 
Now the sons of the prophets said to Elisha, "Behold now, the place where we dwell 
with thee is too straight for us. Let us go, we pray thee, on to Jordan and take with 
every man a beam, and let us make a place there where we may dwell.” And he 
answered, "Go ye." And one said, "Be content, I pray thee, and go with your 
servants." And he answered, "I will go." So he went with them; and when they came 
to Jordan, they cut down wood. But as one was felling a beam, the axe head fell into 
the water; and he cried and said, "Alas, master! For it is borrowed.” And the man of 
God said, "Where fell it?" And when he showed him the place, and he cut off a stick 
and cast it in hither, and the iron did swim. Therefore, said he, "Take it up to thee." 
And he put off his hand and took it. 
 
And there is a series of four sermons entitled, “It is Fallen, and You Can not Get It 
Up.” There are some things in life that when it falls, or drops, or when you have lost 
it, you break it, it is beyond your power to restore it. And this deals with 
restoration, and some of the things you’d be dealing with in your life.  
 
The first sermon, sermon number 5249 “…and the sons of the prophets said unto 
Elisha, ‘Behold now, the place where we dwell with thee is too straight for us. Let 
us go, we pray thee, on to Jordan and take with every man a beam, and let us make 
a place there where we may dwell.’” That first message, 5249, is entitled You Need 
A Better House. You could go to AirJesus.com and hear the first of this series. 
 
The second message, from verse 5, the message that you will hear today; But as one 
was felling a beam, the axe head fell into the water; and he cried and said, "Alas, 
master! For it was borrowed.” And the message you will hear today is entitled, 
“When You Have to Get a Loan”, number 5250. 
 
The third message, “And the man of God said, ‘Where fell it?’ And when he showed 
him the place, and he cut off a stick and cast it in hither, and the iron did swim”. 
The third message, number 5251, How to Make Iron Swim 
 
And the last message in this series, “Therefore, said he, ‘Take it up to thee.’ And he 
put off his hand and took it.” Number 5252 entitled Take It Back. You can go to 
AirJesus.com and listen to this series 5249, 5051, and 5252 absolutely free! 
 
And today’s message, from 2 Kings 6:5 “But as one was felling a beam, the axe head 
fell into the water; and he cried and said, ‘Alas, master! For it was borrowed.’” 
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 When you have to get a loan, there are some times in life, people – even in ministry 
– when we have to get a loan. Many times you will hear ministries say, “We built 
this new sanctuary”, “We built the new building”, or “We did not get a loan from the 
bank.” That is true, but in every case that I know, that is not the whole truth. Its 
true that, yes, the building was built cash, and it was built without a loan, but that 
is not the whole truth. In every case I know, the whole truth was, they could not get 
a loan from the bank. So when they could not get a loan from the bank there was no 
option but to raise the money and try to build the building cash as you go. That is 
the situation in every case that I know. So there are times when even ministry must 
get a loan, not necessarily, because we want to, but because we have to. You can not 
get a loan when you do not have enough cash to pay for it upfront. And I am going 
to show you a natural foundation, and then correlate that with the spiritual 
foundation. 
 
I was on the bank board here for years. I sat on the bank board, and I sat there as 
we made decisions on loans from individuals and businesses. And there were three 
criteria that our bank used, and they are the same three criteria that most lending 
institutions will use when you go to get a loan. Almost all of us, in one point or 
another, in the natural and the spiritual, will need to borrow something that we do 
not have, that we cannot pay for, and we will need to go and get a loan, and I’ll give 
you the criteria that man uses when you go to get a loan.  
 
We use what is commonly called in the banking industry the Three C’s. And the 
first C is Character. When you go to get a loan, the first thing they are going to look 
at is your character. The bank boards use, as a measure of your character, your 
credit report. The credit report, in essence, it is a factual report of your keeping your 
promise. Everything is on your credit report. If it is in your credit report, it is there 
because you signed a note promising to pay. And what a credit report does is it 
shows whether you have kept your word or not. That is the essence of character. 
And your credit report will follow you throughout life. I was speaking with someone 
the other day and they were saying, “You know, I went to get a job, and did you 
know they pulled my credit report? What did they need my credit report for if I am 
going to get a job?” I told him, “My son, I know exactly what they needed your credit 
report. I know why they needed your credit report, because I pull credit reports 
when I get ready to hire people.” And they said, “Why?” I said, “Because a credit 
report determines character. And if you would not handle a man’s money right, I am 
not sure if you will handle mine right.” And I do not put anyone in a high position of 
management or trust, then I look back over their credit report and I see, “they did 
not keep their word to pay this person”… and it is a whole line of bare R9’s on the 
credit report. That is a reflection of character.  
 
I spoke out-of-town once and I had a lady call back to Atlanta. (And as a matter of 
fact, the lady prophet was from Alabama.) She said, “Pastor, I heard you speaking, 
and you were talking about some business thing. I got several businesses here. But 
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I am single, and I want a good man. Pastor, how do I determine what is a good man 
or not?” And I said, “Look, I cannot tell you all of the things, but I’ll give you one 
key, just in the natural. You have a business. I would pull his credit report.” She 
said, “What?” I said, “Pull his credit report. It has nothing to do whether or not he is 
nice. It has nothing to do with whatever; he can be as nice as he can be. But if you 
want someone who is going to be faithful to his word, I’ve those things correlate, 
time after time after time. That credit report is really tied into character.” Now 
there are some situations where, in the event of a catastrophic sickness or loss of a 
job, they can just been there for a while. You know folks they just would not pay. So 
that was the first C that the bank used is character. 
 
Second thing of the Three C’s is Collateral. Collateral simply means if you have 
something of value, that is a greater value than the thing that you want to borrow, 
you can put your collateral up and get a loan off of it. The easiest and the lowest 
level is collateralizing something is when you take something to the pawnshop. And 
you can take something to the pawnshop, if you have a ring, and it is worth $500, 
you can take your $500 ring to the pawnshop and they will lend you some money for 
your ring, but they’ll keep your ring as collateral. If you want to buy a house and 
you have property, or they’ll use the house itself as collateral. As long as you have 
some property that is more valuable than that which they are lending you, then 
they will lend you based upon your collateral. And they will keep the collateral, or 
keep a lean on the collateral, until you pay the loan, or you go and redeem your 
collateral.  
 
The third thing of the C’s is Cash Flow. They will look at your income versus your 
expenses, and determine whether or not you have enough money to pay the note on 
the loan. And if you are going to buy a house, they will take your overall recurring 
expenses. And they will go anywhere from 36% to 41% of your total expenses, 
meaning what your house note would be, what your car note would be, your credit 
cards, whatever. And they look at your income and see if you have enough cash flow 
to pay all of that.  
 
And those are fundamentally the three areas that we look at in the natural when 
you got to go and get a loan. And every loan will have a term, and then you will 
have a grace period in the loan. Usually it will run anywhere between five and 
fifteen days. For those of you that rent apartments, if your rent is due on the first, 
you have a grace period until the fifth. On the sixth, we get a warrant or a late fee. 
On the fifteenth, you get a warrant. So if you have a grace period with a loan and 
after your grace period expires, they are going to foreclose you. And I had an 
experience recently. I had some business property that I had a mortgage on, and 
they sent me a default notice. And I was like, “What did I get a default notice? This 
thing is paying automatically every month.” I call up the people. I said, “Listen, I 
pay you people early every month. What do you mean you are sending me a 
default?” They said, “Listen Mr. Bronner, the note changed about three months ago. 
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It went up 5 dollars. So look, if your note is one penny short, then that note is 
marked as unpaid.” So they had the note every month before time, but it was five 
dollars short. So for three months they had me as not paying the note for three 
months because it was five dollars a month short.  
 
So that is another thing. If you do not pay everything man demands of you, you do 
not get any mercy at all. And that is the way, in a very brief synopsis that loans 
work. And you see, even us as Christians, there are times we just have to get a loan. 
Sometimes, I heard some ministers preach that you should have any debt 
whatsoever. Even when you get ready to buy a house, you should buy all cash. And 
to be honest, I do not preach that because I can not do it. And God told me, “do not 
preach to the people anything that you can not do.” I can not do it. And that is why 
you have to understand what Scripture actually means. And oftentimes it is taken 
from the verse of Romans 13:8 where it says “Owe no man anything but to love one 
another, for he in his love for another has fulfilled the Lord.” And sometimes we will 
take that to the extreme to mean, “Just do not have any debt whatsoever.” Now, it 
is best to be debt-free, but until you get to the point when you can be debt-free that 
is kind of difficult. And if you read that in the other translations, you really 
understand what it is talking about.  
 
You read it in the New Living translation, where it says “… pay all your debts 
except the debt of love for others.” The NIB says “Let there be no outstanding debt” 
which means if you are going to have a debt, pay it as agreed, especially if you are 
Christian. Because, do you know you lose your witness to someone when you owe 
him money and you have not paid him like you are supposed to? And – Lord, have 
mercy – preachers, especially. We need to have our credit good. Because do you 
know you can not really witness to bear good if you owe a fellow some money and 
you have not paid him like you are supposed to? It cuts your witness really short. 
And most of the time when we have to get a loan, the biggest loan that we will ever 
get, in general, is for a house. We spend more money, spend a larger percentage of 
our income, spend more time working for a house than generally more any other 
possession. And as a general rule, most of the time, we will get a house note that 
will last us for thirty years.  
 
That is, if we get just a first mortgage on it. Sometimes after a few years we go and 
put a second mortgage on it, and a third mortgage. But at least with a first 
mortgage, it is going to last us, as a general rule, from 15 to 30 years. And if you are 
going to buy a house, and you have to get a loan, there are the three general rules of 
real estate about purchasing property. You all know what the three rules of real 
estate are? Any real estate agent needs to know the three rules of real estate on 
property. The first one is location. Anyone know the second one? The second one is 
location. Anyone know the third one? Location. (And you all catch on real quick.) 
Those are the three prime rules of real estate purchase. It is location, location, 
location. Where you buy your property will determine more of its value more than 
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anything else. And did you know the main house that I am struggling for, and 
working for, and saving for- the main house, do you know where it is located? In my 
Father’s house, where there are many mansions, and people all say, “I want a 
mansion in my Father’s house” I did not want a shack down here on Earth; I sure do 
not want one up in Heaven. I want a mansion. In my Father’s house are many 
mansions. So as I apply the same principles to my home purchase on Earth, when 
you go to the bank or when you go to the lending institutions to see if they’ll give 
you a loan, they’ll tell you, “Do you qualify?” Let me see if I qualify for my mansion 
up in Heaven, and let me use the same criteria that man uses on Earth. Let me just 
check see if I qualify, even beginning with the Three C’s. Let me check my 
character.  
 
And if I go to check my character, what will I find out about my character, about the 
ability to purchase my eternal home up in Heaven. You know what I find out when I 
look myself in the mirror and when I go over my character score, and when I look at 
my worth for its eternal home up in Heaven? You know what I find out? I find out – 
just as Isaiah said over in the Old Testament in 64, 66 verses – “we are all as an 
unclean thing. And all of our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.” That is what 
Isaiah said, and that was back in Isaiah’s day. But you know, the rags have not 
changed much. So even when I go to check my character – and I believe when 
compared to the norm, I have excellent character – according to God, I got my flaws. 
You know, I’ve got issues. Now how many of you all got issues that you are dealing 
with? I am talking about anything. You see, I’ve got issues, and when I see my 
credit rating, it would not pass to get me a mansion in Heaven. And I am not 
talking about some stuff on my credit record from seven years ago. See, man’s credit 
record stays on for seven years anytime you have a negative mark on your credit 
record, ten years if it is a bankruptcy. I am not talking about seven years, eight 
years ago. I am talking about last week.  
 
I’ve had some stuff going through my heart last week. I have some thoughts in my 
head that were not fully Christ-like last week. You know, I do not have to go back, 
talk about, you know, back to my younger days. No, I do not have to go back to 
when, I can go back to last week and I’ve some issues. Most of you can go back to 
last week, or since you woke up this morning. You seeing someone, or you thought 
some stuff, and you see it. I mean since you woke up this morning, you had some 
stuff run through your spirit that was not of Christ. You have some blotches and 
some blemishes on your credit record, so if you had to depend on your character, 
and if you had to depend on your record to get you that eternal mansion up in 
Heaven, your credit score, it will come back if you are not good enough.  
 
Well let me check the second one. Let me check my collateral to see how I am doing. 
What do I have that I can put up for an eternal mansion in Heaven? What do I have 
that is worth more than that? What do I have that is even worth a fraction of that? 
What do I possess that I can sign on the dotted line that says “For this I will put up 
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in lieu of that in case if in case I decide to default?” What do I have? First of all, 
when I go through the inventory of my stuff, I found I do not even have any stuff.  
Even the breath that I take is borrowed. God has been lending and putting the air 
in even before I take it in, and when blow it out. It is borrowed it is not even mine. I 
am living every second of borrowed time and borrowed it out. So even all the stuff 
that I say is mine, when I really go to categorize it, I do not even have any 
collateral. Do you know that even in 1 Corinthians 6:20 says, ”For ye are bought 
with a price: therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which of God.” 
God even “bought” my body, I did not even pay for that! So I dot even have any 
collateral to put. 
 
Well, what about the third C? What about my cash flow? What do I have in terms of 
my cash flow? Jesus says, “Store not your treasures on Earth, where thieves will 
break in and steal, and where moth and rust will corrupt it. But store up your 
treasure in Heaven…” Well, how much treasure have I stored up in Heaven to pay 
up for a mansion forever? Do you know how much mansions cost here on Earth? 
When we on to a brother’s retreat, we went to Scottsdale, and we stayed in the 
Presidential Suite. We were able to get the suite at a fraction of its cost. But how 
big was that suite, Elijah? About 2000 square feet. James, have you ever gone 
anywhere like that before? Do you know the cost of that suite per day? About $4000 
a day. Now, that is just an Earthly suite, and it has no comparison to a Heavenly 
mansion. So if I said this little suite had no comparison to a Heavenly mansion, 
then I could not have put up nearly enough up there. So when I look at character, 
when I look at collateral, when I look at cash flow, when I see all those things, I 
realize, I can not pay the loan.  
 
We had children here recently and they were saying a speech, and I heard my son, 
and I heard him make a glitch. But do you what? I loved him, and it did not matter 
how many glitches he made. It did not matter if he did not say a word. That was my 
son! I was just as proud of him, I loved him just as hard. And God looked down, and 
said, “Look, they are messing up. What, they got glitches here and there. Lord, have 
mercy, they are not keeping my word! Look at what that one is doing.” And God 
looked down and sees all of these stuff and He says, “I’ve got a mansion for them, 
but  they can not pay their bills! Their characters are not good enough. Their 
collateral is not good enough. Their cash flow is not good enough. They can not pay 
their loans. I’ve got to send someone to redeem the loan!” 
 
We could not pay it, because we’re not worthy. We had to make the loan to get the 
house, but we can not pay it back. We could not even get the loan in the first place. 
We have to have, what we call a co-signer. (And the Bible says do not even sign your 
name for another man’s loan, that is some really good advice. Do not ever sign your 
name for a loan or something that you do not want to pay back yourself.) A co-signer 
basically says, “If they do not do right, I’ll bear the burden. I’ll take full 
responsibility.” So God has to look down and he saw his children. And He said, “I’ve 
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got to send a Redeemer,” and He came and took our loan. And all we had to do is 
have Jesus co-sign on our lives. And if you have a co-signer, you can get your loan. 
And this is what Jesus said. He said – in the First Commandment – that you should 
love the Lord thy God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength.  
 
Look, I am a preacher. And I am pretty good as far as character of preachers go.  I 
do not love the Lord with all my heart, my soul, and strength. Because you know, I 
do not think about the Lord every day, every minute. I’ll be perfectly honest about 
it. And now all, means all. There’s some other stuff I think about. I’ll be perfectly 
honest with you, it is the other stuff I think about. And it is the other stuff you 
think about. As a matter of fact, you are all ready to get home right now! What 
about the Second? I love thy neighbor as thyself? I do not do that either, because I 
do not love my neighbor as much as I do myself. I can just be honest about it. I do 
not love my neighbor as much as I love myself. Now you may, but I do not. I am 
working on it, but I do not. I am out of time! (But if you need to finish listening to 
this series, simply go to AirJesus.com to hear this message and all of the four 
messages of this series at AirJesus.com. I thank you for joining us today at Brothers 
of the Word, because brother, you need the Word. Amen.) 
 
And I am thankful that God has sent a Redeemer to pay what I could not. And that 
is what the Resurrection is all about. And it is not just about this brief seventy or 
eighty years that we have on this plane of Earth, because that time goes by. And the 
older you get, the faster the lines move on the highway of time. It goes by so fast, 
this time is gone. I am not even worried so much about this time. I am worried 
about my eternal mansion up in Heaven. But have not  sent  a note, I can not pay 
the bill for it. Neither character, nor collateral , nor cash flow. And I thank God that 
God has a longer grace period than man.  
 
I need some grace and mercy. I need grace and mercy, people, because I have fallen 
off the horses too many times. Now it doesn’t mean that God has an endless grace 
period, because he doesn’t .Sometimes God gets out, folks. That is what the Flood 
was all about. “Sometimes all are accountable, and I am so tired of being wicked, 
folks, I am just going to kill all of you.” But he had given them hundreds of years of 
grace. God gives you a tremendous amount of grace and a tremendous amount of 
time to straighten up. But I know that if he had not sent the Redeemer, cause I can 
not go into the pawnshop anymore, get my soul, cause I do not have enough to pay 
for it. I had to have someone who’d go in with the ticket, and said “I want to redeem 
Nathaniel Bronner.” God, I thank you for sending Him. And I understand what a 
sacrifice it must be. Because if I had to sacrifice all of my children – and imagine if I 
had children who had no flaws at all, perfect – for folks on death row, I’d have an 
issue with that. I thank that He sent the Redeemer. And people we have to 
understand that in this story dealing with Elisha and the son of the prophet, he 
said “for it was borrowed”. The axe head had fallen into the water. Our lives get off 
track because we’ve lost the head. And the Bible says it, Christ is the head of the 
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man. And the man is the head of the woman. And God is the head of Christ. That is 
like, those three in the order of the Bible. It is in 1 Corinthians 11:3. do you want to 
go and read it? He gave three orders. He said “Christ has His head God. Man has as 
his head Christ. And Woman has as her head Man”. And two out of three out of 
those have gotten out of order. We’ve lost the axe head, and we will never get true 
restoration until we get the head back in place. You can beat on the wood all day 
long with the axe handle trying to knock the tree down. But all you do is beat up the 
tree and break the handle. We will never get restoration until we get things in 
order. Now see, Christ is in order. That is why he’s saying, “I can not do anything 
unless I see my Daddy do it.” God is the Head of Christ. And when men get to the 
point of where they say “I can not do anything unless I see Christ doing it. If I can 
not see Christ in this thing, I can not do it.” But the problem is our head is thrown 
into the water. And all we got is a handle with no cutting edge on it. And we lost the 
cutting edge.  
 
God has sent the Redeemer, people. And if we do not recognize it, and if we do not 
partake in it, our lives and our eternal life will be lost. Seventy or eighty years 
seems like a long time, but trust me, it is not. That time goes back. I am 49 right 
now, and all 49 of those years, they have gone, but it is a wisp (whoosh). It is 
nothing but a mist, a memory (whoosh). When I hit 59, it will be (whoosh, whoosh). 
And in 69, (whoosh, whoosh, whoosh). 79, 89, 99. And 99 may be a little tenuous, 
but I might just make it to 99. But by the time I hit a hundred, and that is pretty 
much for sure, it is going to be (slow whoosh). It is a mist. And we spend so much 
time and concentration worrying about the little house and little stuff here, that we 
forget about it up there.  
 
And you could see it, that if someone were to come to you and say, “Look, I got a 
deed to a 2500-square-foot, 50-room house, and I am going to sign it and hand it 
over to you. All you have to do is be partners with me and let me be head of your 
life.” When we can understand that  God has sent the Redeemer to pay our debts 
that we could not pay, it is what the Resurrection is all about. When you 
understand that, you will be able to restore some things  that by your own power, 
you can neither restore nor pay for. Some of you have gone through too much mess. 
You have done too much evil –you have done too much sin –for you to pay for it. You 
need somebody to sign that thing and start to pay it in full. And I want to ask right 
now for anyone within the sound of my voice, if you know that you that you need 
Jesus within your life, if you know that your loan is overdue, you do not have 
enough to pay the note. You are past due, the bank’s going in to foreclose you, but 
do not get put out of your house. God has a mansion all reserved for you. And if you 
know that you need Jesus in your life right now, and you want to dedicate or 
rededicate your life to the one who can pay the bill, the one whom God sent as the 
Redeemer for mankind, I ask you to arise now and come forward. For either 
salvation or rededication. There’s no better time than right now because you do not 
know when that last (whoosh) is coming.  


