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Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother, you 
need the word. 

 
And I want to talk to you for just a second about the prayer of 
Jabez.  Many of you are familiar with the book which sold 
millions of copies and it was based on one particular verse in the 
Bible, it was in First Chronicles, Chapter 4 Verses 9 and 10 and 
it reads thus… 
 
“And Jabez was more honorable than his brethren: and his 
mother called his name Jabez, saying, Because I bare him with 
sorrow.” And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, “Oh that 
thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that 
thy hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me 
from evil, that it may not grieve me!  And God granted him that 
which he requested.” 
 
And I want to speak on that one phrase that Jabez prayed, he 
said, Oh that thou would bless me indeed and he said and 
enlarge my coast. 
 
How many of you all want your coast enlarged?  He said if you 
would enlarge my coast, if you would enlarge my territory, if you 
would give me more area to have dominion over, and I want to 
talk to you today from the subject of when God stretches you. 
 
So we all want our coast enlarged, we all want more to handle, 
we all want more dominion, we want more stuff but in order to 
have your coast enlarged, you have to be stretched and 
whenever God stretches that’s where the problem comes in.  You 
see because even if you read in the prayer of Jabez, Jabez was 
named that because his mother said, because I bare him with 
sorrow, we all want the enlarged coast but none of us wants the 
baring with sorrow.  See we want the baby, but we don’t want a 
belly stretch.  We don’t want the stretch marks, we don’t want 
the pain of delivery.  We want their fruit but we don’t want to go 
through the process of the harvest. 
 
So when God stretches you, there are some keys and there are 
some principles to understand that if you ever want your coast 
enlarged, to understand the principle of God’s stretching you, we 
went recently, all of the Bronner brothers get together once a 
year when we go off on a trip and this year we went to Colorado 
and we went up in the mountains and there we were in -- and 
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we spent days, almost a full week there together and when I got 
back my brother Bishop Dale Bronner called me the next day 
and he said, I am going to speak, I have to speak in Ukraine and 
I have got to go there in a few months and he said, I want you to 
go with me.  He said, the man that he has passed is a church 
that has 30,000 members and they are in a State in the Ukraine 
where they just come out of communism and the economy is all 
torn. 
 
He said, the pastor, he wanted someone to talk to the people 
about practical business and how to set up and how to run and 
the principles of commerce and business as he said, you are the 
man, I want you to go with me.  I said till Ukraine?  He said, 
yeah.  I said that’s Russia!  He said, yeah, yeah, that’s Russia.  I 
said -- I said, well, what do the people speak in Russia?  He said, 
they speak Russian and Ukrainian over there.  I said, they can’t 
understand what I am saying?  He says, well, you are going to 
have to teach through an interpreter.  So -- and he want to tell 
me, how you have to teach through an interpreter and the 
difficulties that are involved teaching through an interpreter, 
and I said, well, are they having a little (00:04:09)?  I said, yeah, 
in the middle of a revolution. 
 
I said, good, grace!  I said, I have got to teach through an 
interpreter, they are in the middle of a revolution and it’s a 
communist society.  I said, well -- and then I said, where we are 
going, he said we are going in the dead.  What if below zero over 
there?  And then I said, well, how long do I have to teach?  He 
said, you are going to have to teach for four full days.  I said, 
four days, I am not used to it.  I mean, the maximum I am used 
to teach is -- four days.  You all see when God stretches you.  See 
when God stretches you, He will take you.  We all want our 
coast enlarged.  We all want to say I want to reach more people.  
I want to do more stuff for God.  I want to get the word out. 
 

00:05:01 
 
But when people go to talking about, you got to go way over here 
in the middle of a resolution, in the middle of a coast talking to 
the people through a translator for four full days.  He said, oh-
ho, wait a minute, wait, wait, wait a minute.  I wanted you to 
stretch me God but I didn’t want you to just pat me.  I didn’t 
want you to pull me from limb to limb, because to be honest 
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about it, I was not equipped to handle that, had never done that 
before. 

 
 When -- when God stretches you, He will take you and pull you 

to a point where you don’t even think you can handle it.  But 
God knows what’s in you and He will never put more on you 
than what’s in you, but He has to pull and He has to stretch in 
order to get it out of you. 

 
 And when He does that it’s uncomfortable, and just the 

stretching part sometimes is a big trauma.  Of course, I just 
want to briefly use to illustrate Moses and what Moses had to go 
through when God took him from one position to the leader of a 
nation and some of the stretching processes in Exodus beginning 
in the first chapter of the Book of Exodus on the 22nd verse, it 
says, “And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, Every son 
that is born ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye 
shall save alive”.  Pharaoh said, kill every boy, take him and 
throw him in the river.  First rule because he was afraid that 
there would come a deliverer and that the children of Israel 
were going too strong. 

 
 So He said, take every man child and throw him in the river.  

First principle is this, the world will always try to keep you 
confined.  The world didn’t want your man stretched.  The world 
doesn’t want your economy stretched.  Do you know the world 
does not want you debt-free?  The world wants you in debt.  Visa 
and MasterCard wants you.  And American Express don’t want 
you to be able to leave home without it.  The world wants you 
confined, bound up and shame, it does not want you free. 

 
 So that is the first principle even when God has to stretch you 

and that the world will pull you the other way, because the 
world always wants to keep you confined. 

 
 In Exodus 2nd Chapter the first verse, “And there went a man of 

the house of Levi, and took to wife a daughter of Levi.  And the 
woman conceived, and bare a son: and when she saw him that 
he was a goodly child, she hid him three months.” See some 
people -- sometimes people, the world will see that you are a 
goodly child, and you know something as they have a (00:07:43) 
good always, because the world sees that you are a goodly child, 
and it’s so that he was a goodly child and hid him three months. 
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 And when she could no longer had him, there comes a point 
people, when you can’t have any longer, she took for him an ark 
of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with pitch, and put 
the child therein; and she laid it in the flags by the river’s brink.  
And his sister stood afar off, to wit what would be done to him.  
And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself at the 
river; and her maidens walked along by the river’s side; and 
when she saw the ark among the flags, she sent her maid to 
fetch it. 

 
 Second principle of God’s stretching is this, people.  There are 

times when you will be a basket case.  There are times when you 
will be a basket case and you are going to need some help from 
somebody else.  There are times when your strength will run 
out, there are times when your joy -- I know we preached to have 
a ton of joy, but sometimes, people, life can bust you side the 
head over and over and over, and by the -- I am just being real 
now, I know what we are supposed to have but we are fleshed, 
and there are sometimes when life can bust you side the head 
and hit you with a baseball bat, there is somebody taken a brick 
and hit you with it, there is somebody shuck you side of the head 
and a tree then fell on you, you know, a car is fallen, by the time 
you get through bloom or through -- sometimes that joy has left 
you and you just feel like a basket case.  And you just need some 
help. 

 
Your money has run out, your line of credit has run out.  Your 
credit card all meshed up.  Creditors calling you, you don’t know 
what you are going to do.  And landlord not going to only know 
but his money, the light cut out, the water cut off, the heat cut 
off, your car out of gas.  You get down sometimes when you are 
just a basket case.  Your hub was acting up, your children acting 
up, you down in the back, you down (00:09:52) eyes blurry.  So 
there are sometimes when you are just a basket case.  And no 
matter how strong you are. 

 
(00:10:04) 
 
 There were some situations in life where it just gets you down, 

even Jesus Himself -- after He had gone through so much even 
Jesus Himself say it, God, where are You?  Why have You 
forsaken me?  There are sometimes, people, when life can beat 
you so much that you become a basket case and you just need 
help.  Pharaoh said cast all the male babies in the river and God 
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had taken Moses -- do you know where He took Moses?  To the 
river bank.  The other principle of the stretching is this.  What 
you go to and through destroys others but stretches you.  See the 
other babies were taken to the river, you all never knew what -- 
how they killed the babies, they threw them in the river.  So all 
the other babies were taken to the river.  Moses was taken to the 
river too.  What often destroys others stretches you and 
sometimes, people, one of the principles that you need to learn 
in business is this, you need to be able to find opportunity that 
sometimes exist in disaster.  What are you talking about 
opportunity?  Every time there is a disaster somebody needs 
some help.  Every time some goes wrong someone is looking for a 
solution.  Every time someone got a disease somebody is looking 
for a cure. 

 
So if you sometimes you can kind sometimes your salvation went 
in disaster, what was one man’s disaster was another person’s 
salvation; what destroys one stretches another.  And when 
Moses went to the riverbank, he was not destroyed, Moses was 
stretched and when she could no longer hide him she took him 
an arch of bulrushes.  The other key is this, you need to be an 
arch. 
 
See, had not Moses had been in the arch, he would have got 
destroyed.  See the problem was the people were thrown in the 
water with no boat.  Whenever you leave outside of God’s 
protective covenant you are into water on your own.  As long as 
you remain inside, that’s why it was even called the arch of the 
covenant, as long as you remain inside of God’s covenant, and in 
every instance, see people, that’s why you need to understand 
sometimes it’s not God stretching you, it’s causing effect, see it’s 
not God stretching you, if you go to the doctor and the doctor say 
they found cancer in your lungs, and you have been smoking 20 
years, that’s not -- that’s not God stretching you, that’s caused 
an effect.  It’s where you have stepped outside of either plain 
wisdom of God’s covenant.  So if you stay inside of God’s 
covenant there is a protection even though storms will come 
there is a protection that is afforded you just for being in God’s 
covenant, Moses was in the arch. 
 
In exodus 2:11, And it came to pass in those days when Moses 
was grown, that he went out unto his brethren, and looked on 
their burdens: and he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one 
of his brethren.  And he looked this way and that way, and when 
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he saw that there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid 
him in the sand.  And when he went out the second day, behold, 
two men of the Hebrew’s strove together: and he said to him 
that did the wrong, Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow?  And he 
said, Who made thee a prince and judge over us?  intendest thou 
to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian?  And Moses feared, and 
said, Surely this thing is known. 
 
Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses.  
But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land 
of Midian: and he sat down by a well. 
 
The next principle is this, sometimes to stretch you God has to 
move you.  Oftentimes He cannot even stretch you within the 
same dwelling place and in the same situation, Abraham is often 
considered to be one of the wealthiest and the most blessed man 
of all, God had told him to get up, get your stuff together, get 
away from all of your kin, folk and you go into a land and I am 
going to show you.  Sometimes to stretch you God has to move 
you.  The problem is, people, we get so comfortable where we 
are, we want to be stretched but we don’t want to be moved.  
Turn to the person next, tell him, you have got be moved.  We 
want to be stretched but we don’t want to be moved and 
sometimes God would have to do something, He will have to 
bring something drastic into our world in order to get us moved 
into position and into the place where we want to be. 
 

 But oftentimes, it’s hard to move us because we have grown 
roots where we are and He has to uproot us through one 
mechanism or another just so He can move us. 

 
00:15:20 
 
 And Moses said unto God, Exodus 3:11, “Who am I, that I should 

go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of 
Israel out of Egypt?” 

 
 The next principle of stretching is this, God has to let you know 

who you are, He has to let you know who you are.  Too often, 
people, we can’t do, we can’t be, we can’t go because we don’t 
know who we are, and because we think we are so insignificant 
and ineffective and undeserving, and people, let me tell you, you 
will never get what you feel you don’t deserve, and if you do get 
it, you won’t keep it. 
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 You will never get what you feel you don’t deserve and 

oftentimes, people, and the reason -- you all want to know some -
- why some of you all have not gotten a better person because 
you don’t think you deserve one.  Deep down in your soul and in 
your gut, you don’t know who you are and as a result you take 
mess because you think that’s all you deserve. 

 
 God has to let you know who you are and when you know who 

you are, it will change what you will accept and it will change 
what you allow to remain in your world, you got to know who 
you are and let me just show you how important this is with God 
even and the way that God dealt with Moses in order to let 
Moses know.  In Verse 12, Chapter 3 of Exodus, this is what God 
says. 

 
 And He said, He said, “Certainly I will be with thee --” I am 

going to have to translate this into modern because the thee and 
the thou and all that’s old but yee and that means you. 

 
 He said “Certainly I will be with you; and this shall be a token 

unto you, that I have sent you: When you have brought forth the 
people out of Egypt, you shall serve God upon this.” 

 
 You see how many times God told Moses “you”, He said, look, 

you man, you, you don’t do that and you have done that.  You 
see, people, what God has to do into the earth, He is going to 
have to do it through you.  And in some situations, we are sitting 
there waiting on God and moving God prompts us get up you, 
He prompted telling you to get up and do something, he has got 
to wait on you to move to get the things done, you have got to 
know who you are.   And one of the greatest things that 
can ever keep people back is just have the knowledge of who 
they are. 

 
See, people, I know that I am a child of the living God and do 
you know that changes what I expect into my world, it really 
does.  It changes what I tolerate in the world, see I believe that I 
am a child of God, I don’t believe I am supposed to be sick 
because it’s me, I don’t believe I am supposed to be broke 
because it’s me, I don’t believe I am supposed to be in an 
unhappy relationship because it’s me.  I believe God has looked 
out on me and said, you are a child of mine and I am not going to 
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make you understand as you might go through some stuff but 
you will not understand it. 

 
 So whenever I get into a situation I can always look and say, 

daddy, didn’t that go to me because that’s me, that’s me, and you 
don’t -- that’s me.  And I know I am not perfect but I know I am 
a child of God. 

 
See everyone of my children, they have certain rights and they 
have certain privileges and they have certain possessions 
because they are a child of mine, none of them are perfect.  But 
because they are a child of mine, there are certain things even 
when they made that they are entitled to it.  You got to know 
who you are.  Turn to the person and tell them, you got to know 
who you are.  You got to know who you are. 

 
 Exodus 3:20 and He says, “And I will stretch out my hand, and 

smite Egypt with all my wonders which I will do in the midst 
thereof: and after that He will let you go.” 

 
 Next principle is this.  When God stretches out His hands, stuff 

happens.  You all say “stuff happens.” When God stretches, do 
you know what God did when He stretched out, He said, you 
know stuff happened and the stuff wasn’t pleasant.  See 
sometimes God has to stretch out His hand over your life 
because there are some things and there are some places, there 
are some stuff you won’t do unless He stretch out His hands. 

 
 And sometimes He just stretch out His hands, you know what 

that’s equivalent to?  Pow!  That’s what just a good solid slap 
side of the head.  And some of us adults to be perfectly honest 
about it, we really need God to just punch free out in the cloud 
and just. 

 
00:20:06 
 

I mean, do you all know someone right now?  Do you -- don’t look 
at anyone, and don’t point anyone, but do you all know someone 
right now -- and they just need a good solid old-fashioned holy 
ghost slap by the head.  Do you understand what I -- that’s 
basically what does it mean? 

 
So what God had to do, when God stretched out His hands stuff 
happened.  For God, for God’s sake (00:20:34) got boiled, the 
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water turned red (00:20:36) whoever, when God stretched out 
His hands stuff happened, and He can stretch out His right 
hand and bring the blessing or He can stretch out His left hand 
and bring the curses. God will do whatever is necessary to 
stretch you to the point where you need to go. So when God 
stretches you stuff happens. 
 
Exodus 4:1 and Moses answered and said “But behold, they will 
not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The 
Lord hath not appeared unto thee”. And the Lord said unto him, 
“What is that in thy hand?” and he said a rod. 
 
Next principle is this, the place of stretching is often the place 
that you never believed you could go. God has some destiny for 
you people, and to be honest about it there are some things you 
can’t even conceive us and the place that He has for you is a 
place that you don’t even believe you could go. Sometimes 
because no one in your family has ever gone there, so you don’t 
thing you could go because momma, because daddy, because 
brother, because sister, because none of my folk, what has that 
got to do with you. It affects (00:21:48) where they should not 
stop. 
 
That’s why you have to be born again and when you are born 
again you are a new creature and what your momma did, and 
what your daddy did, and what your brothers did all of them 
where all that stuff and that’s why Jesus said in order to get 
into the kingdom of heaven you must be born again where you 
get a new daddy, you will start seeing some possibilities that you 
never dream. 
 
See if all of a sudden you got a letter it said Bill Gates would like 
to adopt you. Do you know your possibilities would change? 
Immediately what you think was possibly change just because 
you got a new earth with daddy. What about if you really truly 
understood you got a new heavenly daddy? Imagine. 

 
[Applause] 
 

Exodus 4:13 and this is probably one of the most significant 
verses in the stretching process, I am going to read this in the 
NIV version so it’s really quick, real simple. But Moses said, “Oh 
Lord, please send someone else to do it” Not only it’s the place of 
stretching often where we never believed we could go. The place 
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of stretching is often a place where we don’t want to go. God is 
trying to take you into some clean living but you are so stuck 
with the mess you (00:23:09). He is trying to take you into a 
wholesome marriage but your soul used to shake enough you 
don’t even want to get married. Sometimes the place that God 
has for you how many of you all have (00:23:27), don’t raise your 
hand. 
 
Sometimes God will place in your heart just to clean up His 
(00:23:32) but the place that God has -- do you know people you 
can get comfortable in the midst of mess and you don’t even 
want to change. Moses said, “Lord, send somebody” I know we 
want to go the place of stretching. 
 
24 verse of that 4th Chapter of Exodus, “At a lodging place on 
the way, the Lord met Moses and was about to kill him.” When 
we are stretched we get in disobedience to God.  We start going 
to church, we just got things of (00:24:05) we stop playing just 
because stuff is getting tough, we stop driving just because stuff 
is getting tight, we stop reading our Bibles, oftentimes, when we 
are pulled, and when we are stressed, and when we are 
stretched, we pull away from God. And it’s God doing the 
stretching in many instances and we pull away from God when 
things get tough we pull away. 
 
The final thing Exodus 13:17. When Pharaoh let the people go, 
God did not lead them on the road through the Philistine 
country, though that was shorter. For God said, “If they face 
war, they might change their minds and return to Egypt.”  This 
is the principle. Even though it may be tough there is not the 
hardest way God could have sent to you. He said I am not going 
to even send them to the Philistine country because I will have 
to (00:24:55) the Philistine I am going to send them along the 
way but they won’t have to face. 
 

(00:24:59) 
 

 Because God said I will send them through the Philistine 
because they are going to have to go and they just love going 
back, so I am going to send them another way that’s longer but 
it’s easier.  You may think you got some tough times with God 
stretching you, but it’s not tough as it could be. 
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 God still is sending you away that you can handle and that you 
can get to but these are some of the things that happen when 
God stretches you because He wants to take you to a new place. 

 
 My time is out!  If you’d like to hear this message again go to 

AirJesus.com, listen to Message #5274 or you can send this to a 
friend absolutely free of charge from AirJesus.com.  We thank 
you for watching Brothers of the Word, because Brother, you 
need the word. 

 
[Applause] 
 
 Amen! Amen! People when God stretches you and He is getting 

ready to stretch us forth and to stretch us out.  But He will often 
send us through some things that maybe uncomfortable and for 
Him to enlarge your territory and give you more, He will have to 
stretch you so that you can handle it and we take (00:26:12) and 
before we ever begin fully practice and we have to stretch 
because if you engage in the fight without stretching, you drop 
something. 

 
 So God will have to get you prepared to what you have to do 

with the stretching, can we pray for.  Amen! Amen! 
 
 You all just stand up and stretch. Amen! Amen! 
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