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Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother, you 
need the word. 

 
[Applause] 
 
 And I want to ask you, have you ever been in a situation where 

it looks like you just couldn’t see God or couldn’t see the 
presence of God and I am going to talk to you today from the 
subject of when it looks like God isn’t there. 

 
 Have you all ever been in situations and it just -- it just looks 

like God just isn’t there?  And I want to deal with this today and 
we are all familiar with the 23rd Psalms.  Many of us can quote 
it verbatim the entire thing, “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall 
not want.  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he 
leadeth me beside the still waters.  He restoreth my soul”.  We 
know the 23rd Psalm by heart and we have often known it from 
the time when we were children. 

 
 But I want you to flip one chapter before the 23rd Psalm, to the 

22nd Psalm and I want to show you something in just the 22nd 
Psalm, that the Psalms were written primarily by David and 
this is again another Psalm of David.  David wrote the 23rd 
Psalm, but he also wrote the 22nd Psalm. 

 
 And this is a Psalm that most of us are not really familiar with, 

none of us virtually know by heart, but yet it has some very 
critical words in it that deals with even when it looks like God 
isn’t there, and I am going to read this from the NIV version, 
Psalms 22, a Psalm of David. 

 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  Does that sound 
familiar?  “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  Why 
are you so far from saving me, so far from the words of my 
groaning?  Oh my God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer”.  
Have you all ever cried out to God and yet there was just no 
answer?  He said, I cry out by day but you do not answer by 
night, and I am not silent. 

 
 “Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the praise of 

Israel.  In you our Fathers put their trust; they trusted and you 
delivered them.  They cried to you and were saved; in you they 
trusted and were not disappointed. 
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 Then he said, but I, you all say but I – 
 
Audience: I. 
 
Nathaniel Bronner: But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and 

despised by the people”.  Can’t you see he was in a bad 
situation? 

 
 All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads.  

And you (00:03:00) by someone and just (00:03:01) um, uhm, 
um?  Have you all get going by just, um, uhm, um?  And he said 
the people were just going by him when they saw him just 
shaking their heads.  “He trusts in the Lord, let the Lord rescue 
him.  That’s what they are saying to him.  They say this, this 
fellow -- have you all ever heard people say, look, you know, 
Christian, you ought to be in better shape than this.  Why 
everything happened and you so called a child of God.  He said 
the people were saying he trusted the Lord, let the Lord rescue 
him.  Let him deliver him since he delights in him.” 

 
 “Yet you brought me out of the womb; you made me trust in you, 

even at my mother’s breast.  From birth I was cast upon you; 
from my mother’s womb you have been my God.  Do not be far 
from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help.  Many 
bulls surround me; strong bulls of Bashan encircle me.  Roaring 
lions tearing their prey open, their mouths wide against me.  I 
am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint.  Say 
I have been pulled from left to right (00:04:12) filthy in front, I 
have just been pulled (00:04:15).  My heart has turned to wax; it 
has melted away within me.  My strength is dried up like a 
potsherd, that’s a -- a potsherd basically is a piece of clay pot, it’s 
a fragment.  He is just as dry as a piece of, dry piece of clay, and 
my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you laid me in the 
dust of death”. 

 
 And then it still goes on, dogs have surrounded me, a band of 

evil men has encircled me; they have pierced my hands and my 
feet.  I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me.  
They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my 
clothing.  Does that sound familiar? 

 
00:05:01 
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‘But you, Oh LORD, Be not far off; o my strength, come quickly 
to help me.  Deliver my life from the sword, my precious life 
from the power of the dogs.  Rescue me from the mouth of the 
lions; save me from the horns of the wild oxen.  I will declare 
your name to my brothers; in the congregation I will praise you.’ 

 
That’s the 22nd Psalm, that’s the full of the 23rd.  Here David was 
going through of this trial and all of this turmoil and he began, 
but God, have You forsakenly, well, what is it like when you can 
see God, when it looks like God, just isn’t there. 
 
And all of us will have times in life where life will come at us 
and we want to be deliberate but the pain won’t stop, the build 
won’t stop, the money won’t come, all of the stuff, the turmoil 
and the storm won’t stop in the midst of it and at that time, 
people, whose faith is on the edge and understand that David 
was firmly rooted in God. 
 
Jesus knew God better than any man whoever lived, but yet, 
when the real pressure hit, when the darkness came, they both 
said, father, father, why has thou forsaken me?  He said, God, 
where are you? 

 
Have you all ever just cried out in the midst of the night, God 
where are you when you -- it looks like God isn’t there.  And I 
want you to turn over to Judges’ Sixth Chapter and -- and hear 
another man who went through maybe not as much turmoil, 
maybe not as much disaster, maybe not as much destruction, 
but see, people, even though Jesus and even though David, say 
his -- all their bones were out of joint, they appears hands and 
feet, everyone was mocking them. 
 
See, you don’t have to go through just total destruction for you to 
know where God is.  All you have to go through is wonder how 
you are going to pay your rent, you got an eviction notice, the 
sheriff has just pulled up, you don’t have to go through all that. 
 
All you have to go through is have the doctor said it just found 
the big mass in your body and it’s cancerous.  You don’t have to 
go through everything for you to wonder where all you have to 
do is have a child to die and then you wonder, Lord, where are 
you.  You don’t just have to go through your whole world from 
this, all that has to happen is just a few bricks fall and you will 
begin to wonder, Lord, if you be God and if I will be your child 
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then why have I gone through this, why am I -- why did you let 
this happen to me? 
 
So many people turn away from the church and so many people 
turn away from God because they said, if there be a God then 
why is there war in the world, why is there crying in the world, 
why are people starving, why are people getting sick and dying, 
why are people going through misery, why is all this turmoil, if 
there be a God, why can’t I see Him? 
 
So it is not something that is unique to the saint, nor is it 
something that is unique to the sinner, it is unique and it is 
common to all flesh when we go through just a whole lot of stuff 
that pulls and stretches and tasks, and we cannot see God 
working in our lives because the pain is so great. 
 
In Judges Chapter 6, beginning at the 13th verse. 
 
‘And Gideon said unto him, Oh my Lord, if the Lord be with us, 
why then is all this befallen us?’ 
 
Said to the Lord, if you are with us, why in the world is all the 
stuff happening to us? 
 
‘And where be all his miracles which our fathers told us of, 
saying, Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt?  But now 
the Lord hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of 
the Midianites.’  When it looks like God isn’t there. 
 
And here Gideon said Lord, look, if you are with us, why in the 
world has all this mess happened with us? 
 
Do you know, people, there are some times when God has to 
simply move out of your immediate peripheral vision so you can 
go through some stuff. 
 

00:09:55 
 

My sons are here today and they take swimming lessons and the 
deep is to children a fearful place and when they had to get in 
the water and they would get in the water and their feet could 
not touch the bottom, it was a terrifying thing and I would be 
there and there would be the instructor and there would be my 
sons and I will place them in the water and he would cling to the 
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wall and the instructor would go out and what, he said, come 
here, and no, no, no, and they would clean, oh no, and they 
would -- and there would be daddy and they would just go to 
crying, looking up at daddy and they didn’t want to get out into 
the water, they didn’t want to let go on the wall and they didn’t 
want to let go of daddy. 

 
 And finally the instructor told me, he said, look, in order for me 

to effectively teach your children, I need for you to move out of 
their sight because when they see daddy they will get their eyes 
off a man, they will get their eyes off of what they are supposed 
to be doing and all they will see, they want, they holler for you 
and they want you to take them out and they will never on earth 
and say, could you please just stay out of their sight so I can 
teach them. 

 
 And I would go up into the natatorium and I would go up into 

the bleachers and I would step back and I would be able to look 
at them but they couldn’t see me.  And that they would push off 
into the wall and sail in the deep and here it looked like they are 
about to drown, water going into their mouth, can’t touch the 
bottom, can’t swim -- daddy, where in the world are you? 

 
[Applause] 
 
 You have left me out here to drown, where in the world are you, 

not understanding from a perspective of a father that the father 
had to move outside of their sight so they could grow.  But to 
them, it was father, father, why have thou forsaken me. 

 
 And here Gideon was in the same circumstance, drowning when 

it looked like God just isn’t there.  And you see actually the 
question that Gideon ask in that 13th verse of the Sixth Chapter 
of Judges, God had already answered in the first verse of that 
chapter. 

 
 And if you look back at the first verse, it says this, ‘And the 

children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord: and the Lord 
delivered them into the hand of Midian seven years.’ 

 
 If you read the NIV version of that same verse and it puts one 

additional word there that adds a new meaning, it says, ‘Again 
the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD’. 
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 Turn to the person, just tell them again.  See, you haven’t just 
saying one time.  It said again, the children of Israel did evil in 
the sight of the Lord and the Lord let them be under the -- the 
oppression of the Midianites for seven years.  See, Gideon had 
forgotten that part and oftentimes, see we -- we can easily recall 
when it looks like God has forsaken us but we forget when we 
have forsaken God again. 

 
We easily remember look like when God has left us in the 
wilderness but we conveniently forget when we walked away 
from his commands, when we walked away from his 
instructions, when we walked into the camp and into the 
territory of the devil, we forget that part, all we remember is 
that God doesn’t look like he is here right now to pull us out of 
the mess that I have walked and stepped into. 

 
 So here Gideon didn’t remember and when you start reading 

that Sixth Chapter of Judges you will see some things, then the 
children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord so the Lord 
delivered them into the hands of Midian for seven years.  And 
the hands of Midian prevailed against Israel because of the 
Midianites, the children of Israel made for themselves the dens, 
the caves and the strong holes which are in the mountains.  So it 
was whenever Israel had some, Midianites would come up also 
Amlicites and the people of the east would come up against 
them. 

 
 Then they would camp against them and destroy the produce of 

the earth as far as guzzle and leave no sustenance for Israel, 
neither sheep, nor ox, nor donkey. 

 
00:15:01 
 
 For they would come up with their livestock and their tents; 

coming in as numerous as locusts, both they and their camels 
were without number and they would enter the land to destroy 
it. 

 
So Israel was greatly impoverished because of the Midianites 
and the children of Israel cried out to the Lord.  What is said in 
a nutshell, they ran out of money?  So that’s what impoverished 
Midian.  They came up to call their produce, to call their profit, 
to call their animals you store all that stuff and basically left 
them broke, busted and disgusted. 
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 Took all list of left and impoverished and that’s why when I 

preach the sermons on the blessings and the curses that God 
enumerated the first of the curses was a curse (00:15:49) of 
money.  They did even on the side of the Lord, God (00:15:54) 
Midianites and left the children of Israel impoverished. 

 
And it came to past when the children of Israel cried out to the 
Lord because of the Midianites that the Lord sent a profit to the 
children of Israel, who said to them, “Thus says the Lord God of 
Israel, I brought you up for Egypt and brought you out of the 
house o bondage and I delivered you out of the hand of 
Egyptians and out of the hand of all who appraised you and roll 
them out before you and gave you their land, also I said unto 
you I am the Lord, your God; do not fear the Gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land you dwell, but you have not obeyed my 
voice.  Turn to the person next and ask him, have you obeyed 
God’s voice? 

 
 And so it’s why even when I -- when we take it off for now I am 

not going to preach you about what you ought to -- I say, 
everyone bow their heads for just 10 seconds and you ask, God, 
what you ought to give and -- and if you truly think you here 
God speaking something to you then of course (00:16:54) going to 
obey it. 

 
 Have you obeyed God’s voice and because they didn’t object 

God’s voice, God led all of the (00:17:00) was coming to just take 
all that stuff.  Now, the angel of the Lord came and sat under 
the terebinth tree which was in Ophrah and which belonged to 
Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon threshed wheat in the 
winepress, in order to hide it from the Midianites.  He had to go 
in and grind his wheat in a winepress to keep the Midianites.  
You will never have to hide your stuff, that’s all Gideon was 
doing with hiding and stuff.  He was in there hiding his stuff 
and the angel of the Lord appeared to him and said to him, the 
Lord is with you, you mighty man of valor!  Now he is (00:17:37) 
hide, hide his stuff and he and angel coming to you and said, 
look, the Lord is with you, you brave courageous man (00:17:44) 
hiding and stuff, and the angel comes and says, you mighty man 
of valor, the Lord is with you and (00:17:51) and God says, I am 
with you, you mighty man of valor. 
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Gideon said to him, oh my Lord, if the Lord is with us why all of 
this happened to us and where are all of these miracles which 
our father’s told us about saying that not the Lord bring us up 
from Egypt, but now the Lord has forsaken us and delivered us 
into the hands of the Midianites. 
 
Then the Lord turned to him and said, go in this might of yours 
and use shall save Israel from the hand of the Midianites.  Have 
not sent you? 
 
Turn to the person next to you and tell him go in this might of 
yours. 
 

Audience: Go in this might of yours. 
 
Nathaniel Bronner: Do you know God has given you strength?  He has given 

you power to have victory over the devil.  He has given you to 
the name of Jesus might and conquering over all of the wiles of 
the devil, you need to go in this might of yours but so many of us 
are just hiding, scared when God has placed within us and 
placed on us all of this might that we have not used. 
 
Continuing on in verse 15, so he said to him, oh my Lord, how 
can I say it is real?  In other words, he said, look, man, I am 
back here high, scared.  Do you have anything, keep in mind, 
look, how in the world can I save Israel?  Indeed my plan is the 
weakest in the (00:19:14) and I am the least in my father’s 
house. 
 
Let me tell you what he said.  He said, look, my family a part of 
the elite, my family is down at the bottom.  I got the weakest 
family in the whole bunch and then I am the weakest in the 
weakest family. 
 
So you can’t immediately go and say, man, well, I got the 
weakest  family in the whole bunch and I am the weakest in the 
weakest family so how in the world are you challenging me to go 
and to save Israel? 
 
Surely I will be with you and you shall defeat the Midianites as 
one man. 
 
Turn to the person and tell on man.  You know, one man, if God 
can just get one man or one woman in his corner to do what he 
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says to hid his voice, nothing will be able to stand against one 
person doing what God has told them to do. 
 

00:20:08 
 
One man, he said, use the freedom and one man.  Now listen to 
this because this is deep and this is the part everyone knows 
about Gideon putting the fleece out, but no one knows and no 
one has preached on what happened before the fleece.  Verse 17, 
of the Sixth Chapter of Judges. 

 
 ‘Then he said to Him, “If now I have found favor in Your sight, 

then show me a sign that it is You who talk with me.’  This is 
when he is basically pleading for the fleece, when he put it out 
and wet one day and dry the next, you know the next story. 

 
 ‘Do not depart from here, I pray, until I come to You and bring 

out my offering and set it before You.’  And the Lord said ‘I will 
wait until you come back.’ 

 
 Gideon told God, he said, I need a sign but wait a minute, don’t 

go anywhere, let me go get my offering and bring it back to you.  
Gideon had sensed enough to understand and until his offering 
was right, wouldn’t anything going right. 

 
 Turn to the person next to you and ask, is your offering right?  

Now see, if your offering is not right, and if it has been right, 
don’t you see that one a while all this stuff happening to us, 
that’s why in that verse when Gideon was talking about why 
was all this stuff happening to us, when you go right back to the 
first, God told you why that stuff was like. 

 
 So Gideon has sensed enough.  Now, it also tells you another 

thing, if he had to run Gideon’s offering, it meant for whatever 
reason maybe he had to put his offering and when it should have 
been.  So he said, wait a minute, let me bring in my offering and 
let me bring, don’t go anywhere until I get my offering, let me 
bring my offering back then, you can tell me what I need to 
know. 

 
 So I mean, you all need to go get your offering, you want to know 

all about this, you need to go get your offering because some of 
you know you are offering that right, you already know, you 
know you are offering just (00:22:05) your offering (00:22:06) it 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5276.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5276.mp3 

has been right and you want (00:22:09) Gideon has to say, he 
may have been weak, you may have been from a weak family 
but he has (00:22:14) to go get his offering and get his offering 
right as you often look at. 

 
When you really can’t see God, just look around.  The Bible tells 
you over-and-over, just look around.  Romans 1:19, ‘Because that 
which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath 
shewed it unto them.’ 

 
 ‘For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world 

are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, 
even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without 
excuse:’ 

 
 The Bible said just look around and you -- and you can’t see God, 

just look around.  Psalms 19:1, ‘The heavens declare the glory of 
God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.’  Can you see 
God just walk outside and look up in the sky, look at all of the 
air, look at all of the clouds, take you a deep breath, can you see 
God just walk outside and look up? 

 
 Acts 14:17, ‘Nevertheless he left not himself without witness, in 

that he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful 
seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.’ 

 
 Can you see God?  The next time you eat food you think that 

came from Him, walk outside in the rain next time, you can’t see 
God, just look around you, as a matter of fact if you can’t see 
God, just look at the person next to you and you ought to be able 
to see God within them because we are marvelous handy works 
of God. 

 
 But there are times, people, when we will go through things in 

life just as all of the saints have done when it is really detailed 
about their lives and there are times when it will get dark and 
we will go through trial and we will go through turmoil, and we 
won’t understand nor be able to see where God is because he has 
had to go sit up in the stand so he could grow and learn. 

 
 And the father has to do that if he has ever going to make a 

man.  My daddy had to send me off to camp all by myself for two 
weeks when I was six-years-old and I was wondering why daddy 
and mommy but they had to do that to make me a man. 
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 God will have you send you through some things just for you to 

grow up, and often He will have to send you through some 
things just for you to straighten up.  Where is God?  We can’t see 
Him, He is right there looking at us and owe us all the time. 

 
 I know some of you are wondering sometimes where is God?  

You have to think like a parent and my children sometimes will 
holler and scream when daddy has to discipline them and I have 
had times when I have had to lead them in the dark so they 
wouldn’t be afraid of the dark, I could have a man who isn’t 
scared of the dark.  I have had but they were hollering, daddy, 
there is dark in there. 

 
00:25:01 
 
 I had to leave them to make them grow and just one, just one, 

hearing and heating the word of God can turn the devil on his 
heels. 

 
 I thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word.  If you 

would like to hear this sermon over again, simply go to 
AirJesus.com, it is Sermon #5276, that’s 5276.  You can also 
email this sermon to a friend absolutely free, just go to 
AirJesus.com and send then Sermon #5276.  We thank you for 
joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the 
word. 

 
[Applause] 
 
 Amen!  Amen!  Amen! 
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