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Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word. Because, brother, you 

need the Word. 

 

 And today, if you have a six-figure balance in your checking 

account, if you have a personal financial advisor who calls you 

every week about your investment, if your house is paid for and 

you buy your cars cash, if you’ve got buildings named after you 

because you donated so much money that they just named the 

building after you, if you have no financial worries and excess 

cash, then this message is not for you. 

 

 This message is for the other folk whose checking account is not 

quite that big, whose finances are not quite that -- who is really 

running in some tight situations.  This message is for the other 

folk. 

 

 And I'm speaking today from the message of “Check to Check.”  

And so many of you who are under the sound of my voice right 

now, you are under the situation that, to be honest about, the 

majority of people and the majority of families are under in that 

you are living from check to check.  Often times, the statistics 

are quoted are saying, “America is one paycheck away from 

being homeless.”  Meaning, that if you missed just one paycheck, 

you can't pay your rent or you can't pay your mortgage.  You’re 

living from check to check. 

 

 And I want to speak with you today on a few things of just the 

check to check phenomenon.  And some people even recently just 

wrote in on MountainWings with prayer request and I wanted to 

just read a couple of them.  “Pray for me and my family.  I am in 

need of financial health.  I pray and I need prayer to help me 

just to be able to be comfortable instead of living check to check.”  

And this is out of Brooklyn, New York.  That sound familiar to 

anyone? 

 

 Next one, “I had surgery one year ago last April and things have 

gone from bad to worse with my hospital bills.  It was open heart 

surgery and all of the bills -- I took early retirement without any 

money saved, have very little income.  I do tithe and give what I 

can as offerings, but I seem never to be able to make ends meet.  

And very little left for extras.  I'm depressed over these bills.  

And I can't seem to rise above this feeling of doom and gloom.  I 
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have 18 grandchildren and no money for Christmas gifts.  Please 

pray for me and my family.”  Check to check. 

 

 First of all, check to check is not just a low-income phenomenon.  

A lot of people will think that’s just for people struggling, 

making minimum wage and on welfare and on disability.  No, 

check to check is not a low-income phenomenon.  It’s a matter of 

fact, the vast majority of bankruptcies filed in this country are 

filed by people who earn over thousand dollars a week.  Check to 

check is not a low-income phenomenon.  I’ve had two direct 

experiences with check to check with basically people in great 

big houses. 

 

 When we first got married, my wife took on a project from 

selling a nutritional product and it was sold by a cassette tape.  

And she went and she put cassette tapes in mailboxes 

throughout the posh section of Atlanta.  And she only chose 

houses that were big with two fancy cars because she didn’t 

want to waste her tapes. 

 

 She had five people calling her who wanted the product.  The 

problem was, and the product costs $100 for the entire kit, the 

problem was not one of the five people had $100.  Not one.  The 

person said “Look, I want to get this product but I had to wait 

until Wednesday when I get my check.  I want to get this 

product, but I only have $25 right now.  Can I bring you 25 and 

just bring you over the 75?”  None of the five people.  And my 

wife said, “How can these people be in these crazy big houses 

with these fancy cars and they don’t have $100 to spare?” 

 

 Because they are living check to check.  It’s not a low-income 

phenomenon.  It’s a psychological thing, people, that has so 

many of us bound up and wrapped up no matter how much 

money we make.  We have a tendency of living check to check.  

The thing is true even of businesses. 

 

00:05:01 

 

  A whole lot of businesses can't pay accounts payable, waiting on 

a check from a customer to come in to pay it, it’s check to check.  

Happens with a whole bunch of businesses.  So it is business 

and it is personal that we are used to living life check to check. 
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 In Exodus Chapter 16, I will be the reading New International 

Version beginning at the first verse in Chapter 16.  “The whole 

Israelite community set out from Elim and came to the Desert of 

Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the 

second month after they had come out of Egypt.  In the desert 

the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The 

Israelites said to them, ‘If only we had died by the Lord’s hand 

in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food 

we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to 

starve this entire assembly to death’.” 

 

 “Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I will rain down bread from 

heaven to you. The people are to go out each day and gather 

enough for that day. In this way I will test them and see 

whether they will follow my instructions.’” 

 

 Now, understand this.  The people were just released out of 

slavery a couple of months.  And understand it, it should have 

taken the children of Israel 90 days to get from Egypt to the 

promised land, it should have taken them 90 days.  So here they 

were in the second month, it should have taken them 90 days!  

And they were grumbling and they were complaining.  That’s 

the first problem.  They were grumbling and they were 

complaining in the Desert of Sin. 

 

 People, if you’re living check to check, you need to first of all ask 

yourself, are you in the Desert of Sin?  Because if you are in the 

Desert of Sin, you’re going to even have more problems than 

check to check.  You need to ask yourself.  And that’s why even 

here at the offering.  God has instructed me, “I don’t push you, I 

don’t pound you, what we do is take 10 seconds to tell you to bow 

your head and to ask God what you should give.” 

 

 Are you in the Desert of Sin?  Are you following God’s laws and 

His commands that He has placed into your heart and spirit?  

Are you living by this Word, or are you in the Desert of Sin? 

 

 And see, people, we automatically know when we’re in the 

Desert of Sin.  We know many of the problems that are caused 

in a check to check situation.  When you go and analyze the 

situation, we found we’re way out of God’s will.  Just look at the 

house and you’ll see you're way out of God’s will.  You don’t even 

have to go into detail so everyone knows their own situation. 
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 And we’re living in the Desert of Sin, not being obedient to God; 

man won't listen to God, woman won't listen to the man, 

children won't listen to the parents, and it goes right on down in 

the Desert of Sin.  And we wonder why we’re on a check to check 

situation.  Because it's not really God’s way. 

 

 God was taking care of the children of Israel.  But He said, I’ve 

got to leave them in this check to check situation to test them, to 

see if they will obey my instruction.”  Let me ask you the 

question, how do you think the children of Israel did on the test?  

How do you think they did on the test?  Turn to the person next 

to you and ask them, “How are you doing on the test?”  God said, 

“I got to leave them in this situation to test them.” 

 

 The 11th Verse, the Lord said to Moses, “I have heard the 

grumbling of the Israelites. Tell them, ‘At twilight you will eat 

meat, and in the morning you will be filled with bread. T hen 

you will know that I am the Lord your God.’ That evening quail 

came and covered the camp, and in the morning there was a 

layer of dew around the camp.  When the dew was gone, thin 

flakes like frost on the ground appeared on the desert floor. 

When the Israelites saw it, they said to each other, ‘What is it?’ 

For they did not know what it was.” 

 

 The King James version says, “And when the children of Israel 

saw it, they said one to another, ‘It is manna: for they wist not 

what it was.  You see, “Manna” is Hebrew for “What is it?” or 

“What is this?”  Anytime you have people doing that much 

mumbling and grumbling, complaining, seeing God’s glory and 

provisions, not only did they say, “What is it?”  Some people put 

some cursed words in there.  And they saw that manna on the 

ground and some folk said, what the blank is this?  What do 

they blankity-blank expect me to do with this blankity-blank 

stuff.? 

 

 Look.  Whenever you’ve got that many folk and that much sand 

on that much – you have some curses on that crowd.  They didn’t 

just pick this stuff talking about “What is this?”  You have some 

folk talking about, :”Did this blank-blank expect me to eat this 

blankity-blank stuff?” 
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 You have some folk, trust me, when you get people doing all that 

kind of things, they don’t say, “What is this?” No they didn’t.  No 

they didn’t.  These folks were saying some of everything when 

they saw that manna. 

 

 And, see, people, the provisions that God has given under us, 

even in our check to check situation, we often look at our checks 

that we get and say, “What is this?  What am I going to do with 

this?  Look at this sorry thing.”  We’re the same way that the 

children of Israel -- and you see, it wasn’t what they wanted, but 

it was what God gave them to survive.  And often in your check 

to check situation, see, people, when people tell me that they’re 

living check to check, it’s not the best way, but it is a way, and 

it’s sure better than no check. 

 

 You see, the prayer requests that I read where people are telling 

me that they can barely make it, they say, “I just got enough to 

pay my bills.”  I’ll often write them back.  I’ll say, “If you have 

enough to pay your bills, you’re blessed.”  Because most of the 

folks and most of the prayer requests I get are talking about, 

“I'm getting ready to get evicted.  I don’t know how am I going to 

pay my bills.  I lost my job.  I have no check.” 

 

 So, you see, if the people and if the children of Israel, that’s why 

God says I'm going to test them.  The first test that God really 

put them through was to see how they would behave with the 

check in the first place.  When they got this provision, would 

they say, “Thank you lord for this manna from heaven?”  Even 

though I don’t know what it is even though I may want 

something else, even though that this is the thing that Thou has 

sent to sustain me. 

 

 No, you’re not making as much as you want to make.  No, you 

don’t have everything that you want. Yes, you have struggles.  

Yes, stuff is tight.  Yes, you have to budget.  Yes we have to 

economize.  Yes, you don’t have a whole lot saved up of anything.  

Yes, when the time and the month comes you just can pay the 

rent and you don’t have anything left over. 

 

 See, that was a thing about the manna, God said if they go out 

and get it for the day, and if they tried to save any of it, it had 

max in the morning.  You can’t save.  When your check comes, 

by the time you pay everything, it’s like the maggots have eaten 
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it all up and there’s nothing left, nothing left over.  At the end of 

the month, it’s all gone.  At the end of the week, it's all gone. 

 

 And it’s manna.  It’s check to check.  It’s in the wilderness.  Yet, 

it is God’s provision.  And you don’t understand how good bread 

tastes until you have no bread.  And though check to check, it is 

not God’s best. 

 

 Do you know, the children of Israel didn’t get sick while they ate 

the manna?  See, they didn’t like it.  They didn’t want it.  They 

grumbled.  They complained.  They cussed Moses out.  I know 

some of those folks cussed Moses out.  I don’t even have to 

wonder.  I know they did.  Because Moses said, “Lord, these 

folks, they're complaining.”  They were just mumbling.  Some of 

folks were cursing Moses.  “You no good – You blank – You – ” 

 

 Now, the problem is, some of you all have filled in those blanks 

pretty graphically.  Some of you all have put some words in 

those blanks, they just popped in your head.  Some of you all 

have really put some long double-compound curse words in those 

blanks.  Let’s bow our heads and pray for those folks right quick.  

Hey, some of you all have really filled in those blanks with some 

pretty rough words.  Check to check. 

 

 Then Moses said to them no one is to keep any of it until 

morning.  However, some of them paid no attention to Moses.  

They kept part of it until morning, but it was full of maggots and 

began to smell.  So Moses was angry with them.  Each morning 

everyone gathered as much as they needed and when the sun 

grew hot it melted away. Every day God has provided you, 

people, God has provided you.  And I want to just give you four 

keys on how to break and help break the check to check cycle. 

 

 See, verse 35 of that 16th Chapter says The Israelites ate 

manna forty years.”  That’s two whole generations.  “Until they 

came to a land that was settled.  They ate manna until they 

reached the border of Canaan,” or the border of the Promised 

Land.  Then in the next chapter, “The whole Israelite 

community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place 

to place as the Lord commanded.”  So they crawled with Moses 

and said, “Give us water to drink.”  They fussed from one thing 

to another, complaining, complaining.  I'm going to give you four 

keys that’s going to help 75% of the people. 
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 First of all, how many of you all would be in good shape if you 

just had $10,000 cash in the bank right now?  A good number of 

hands going. I'm going to tell you how to get $10,000 in the bank 

right now.  The problem is, you’re not going to like it.  Turn to 

the person and say, “You’re not going to like this.  You’re not 

going to like this.”  I know already, I haven’t met you, and you're 

not going to like it.  See, that’s the problem, you’re not going to 

like what I'm about to say but I'm about to say it anyway.  But I 

know without a shadow of a doubt, you’re not going to like it. 

 

 First of all, the check to check situation, and when you study the 

Bible, most of the things dealing with prosperity and most of it 

dealing with famine and money and economy, it actually dealt 

with food.  See, all that is dealt with is food.  Everything they 

were complaining about, the majority of the stuff was dealing 

with food. 

 

 I had a situation recently where a minister came to be and he 

said he had not going out during the holiday season, he had 

spent all day taking turkey dinners to families and all.  I told 

him I didn’t take any turkey dinner to anybody.  And he said, 

“Why not?”  I said, “Because they didn’t need them.”  I said, 

“Everyone you took a turkey to, I can guarantee you without 

knowing who you took them to, everyone you took a turkey to, 

everyone who opened the door was overweight. 

 

 He looked at me, he rolled his eyes, and he said, “Come to think 

of it, you’re sure right.  Every single person.  I had been 

delivering turkey all day long, and every single person that 

opened the door that got them --”  I said, “That’s why I'm not 

taking turkeys to anybody.  They don’t need them.  Because 

everything you’re taking to the folks is going to fatten them up 

even more.  I’d take them a fruit basket.  But I'm not going to 

take them all that fat and stuff.” 

 

 Now, listen.  And try not to get offended.  I'm dealing with just 

truth.  I love you.  And I'm trying to take some of you out of the 

check to check situation.  Listen to me.  In the demographics of 

America, the poorer you get, the more overweight you get.  This 

is just some flat truth.  Any statistics anywhere.  You don’t even 

have to take my statistics.  If you drive from rich to poor sections 

of town, you’ll see it. 
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 It is perhaps because when we lack certain things, esteem and 

things, we eat to compensate.  The average person eats three 

full meals a day.  You all say, “Full meals.”  Three full meals a 

day.  Health experts say, and a lot of religions even teaches, that 

your better of your health with just eating one meal a day. 

 

Now, listen to me.  I already told you you weren’t going to like 

this.  Listen to me.  If you cut down and just ate breakfast, just 

ate your good-hearted breakfast, and skip lunch and dinner, do 

you know how much you’ll save every day?  I mean bare 

minimum would be $10 a day; bare, bare minimum $10 a day. 

 

 You take $10 a day, that’s $3,650 every year.  You multiply that 

it by three years, that’s well over $10,000.  It will put $10,000, 

all you can save that money, it will put $10,000 in your bank 

account.  You would be healthier.  You would look better.  But 

you just don’t this, do you? You're all like “--” 

 

 And you see, I understand.  I understand why Jesus had to – do 

you know when Jesus told the folks something about eating they 

left him?  He said, “Look.  You’ve got eat my flesh and drink my 

blood.”  “--” That’s what the folk did.  They just said, “--.”  And 

some of them walking out, some of them cursed. 

 

 I can just see it, because you know, Peter cursed.  Do you know 

the three denials of Peter?  The first time he saw the servant 

and the third time he cursed.  So some of them cursed, “That --  

you think I’m going to eat –”Don’t you all fill in these blanks, 

please. 

 

 But some of them I believe even cursed.  So even when Jesus 

talked to them about what they should eat, they got mad and 

left.  So I'm telling you, that's the first thing, that will put 

$10,000 plus in your bank account if you just follow that.  You 

would be healthier.  You would look better.  And you would be 

able to take that money.  If you had $10,000 in the bank right 

now, for 80% of the people, it would take them out of a check to 

check situation.  It will keep you out of the hospital if you just 

followed it.  The problem is it’s difficult. 

 

 But understand this people.  If you’ve been in something for a 

long time, don’t you think it’s going to be easy getting out of it. 
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 I just can't lay hands on you and change your whole – you’ve got 

to take some trouble and take some discipline and do some of 

this stuff yourself.  You’ve got to say, “I am tired of this.  I want 

to get out this wilderness.  I'm tired of living like this.  I'm going 

to take some control over my life myself.”  You’re going to have 

to do it.  I can't put my hands on you and do it myself. 

 

 And I can't just preach a sermon that’s going to make you feel 

good.  It will make you feel good for a minute, but you wake up 

in the morning in the same mess and you have no idea how to 

get out of it.  So that’s a simple thing, but it's not easy. 

 

 The second thing you do is, you do is this, you need to shop a 

GoodWill(ph).  Some, “What?”  You need to go to GoodWill., 

plain and simple as this.  You need to go get at Goodwill(ph). 

 

00:20:07 

 

 One of the things that Gerald who teaches the Render My  

Money class and handles the financial advisor, he said, “I never 

had anyone who came to me in financial trouble who shopped a 

Goodwill.”  You need to go to Goodwill and get your clothes.  And 

sometimes people will come to the church who want money for 

clothes and they want to buy all brand-new high-fashion brand-

name stuff.  You need to go to Goodwill. 

 

 I shop at Goodwill myself.  Now, I don’t buy my clothes there, 

but in mentality, I do that.  Because a lot of the stuff, if I had to 

buy something, the first place I’d go is eBay online, all that’s 

stuff used.  I’ll buy me some stuff used.  I did not buy a new car 

until I was 45 years old.  Every car I bought was used. 

 

 Some of you all are too proud to buy some used stuff.  The same 

suit you go out to the mall and pay $100 for, you can go to 

Goodwill and get that thing for $9.  And the suit’s in good shape, 

they’re dry cleaning them,  The only thing wrong is pride.  But it 

will keep you in the Desert of Sin. 

 

 The third thing you need to do is this, you need to do like my 

grandmother in the holiday season.  C. Elijah, what are you 

going to get for my grandmother this year, for Christmas?  

Anybody here, what are you going to get? 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: A pair of socks. 
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Nathaniel Bronner: Now, that’s C. Elijah. Wait a minute, that’s just C. Elijah.  

Now, let me check with Pastor James and see what he’s going to 

get.  Now, this is my grandmother.  My grandmother is in good 

financial shape.  She’s always been in good financial shape.  My 

grandma is not a fool.  Grandma is 96 years old, but grandma is 

not a fool.  Go on, James, what kind if gift you’re going to get 

this year from Grandma? 

 

Male: Some shorts. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Right, a pair of shorts.  And not are they going to be -- He 

showed you all a pair.  Those are light brown socks.  They’re 

black.  They're the same pair.  Grandma is going to buy a dozen 

pairs of socks, she’d buy socks for the boys and she’d buy panties 

for the women.  And that’s what you’re going to get our 

grandma. 

 

 And people, after the holiday season, we are broke, busted, and 

disgusted because we’ve gone out and spent all that money.  

Don’t you spend and buy anybody anything that you do not have 

the cash to spare to buy.  Go out and get these folks a pair of 

socks or a pair of bras.  I mean, excuse me, underwear.  Don’t 

spend all your money, don’t you waste all your money, don’t you 

sit there while the people who have the money plan on you so 

they can get all your money and leave you broke.  Use some 

sense, people.  Use some sense. 

 

 The fourth thing is this.  Stop complaining.  Stop complaining.  

If you start blessing the manna, you start seeing the blessings of 

the manna.  You start seeing that this is what God has provided.  

And see, people, when you start appreciating things, it changes 

your whole mentality.  Because let me tell you something.  

there’s nothing wrong with check to check if that’s where you 

are.  It's the blessing.  It’s a blessing just to be able to make it 

from check to check because that check is a blessing in no 

uncertain terms.  And you can live for your 100 years, just check 

to check.  But if you’re thankful for it, it changes your whole 

mentality. 

 

 For those of you who are watching me by television or listening 

on AirJesus.com, if you know someone who needs to hear this 

message, it’s message number 5278, 5278, “Check to Check.”  

You can go to Airjesus.com and email it to a friend absolutely 
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free.  Or you could hear this message again in its entirety at 

airjesus.com.  We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of 

the Word.  Because, brother, you need the word.  Amen, amen, 

and amen. 
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