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Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother, you 

need the Word. 

 

 And do you need some stuff returned and brought into your life?  

Well today, I’m going to be speaking from the subject of The 4 

Types of Return.  We’ll be studying today from the Book of Luke 

chapter 6 and the 38th verse.  It is a verse that most of us are 

very familiar with, and it reads so: 

 

 “Give, and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed 

down, shaken together and running over will be poured into 

your bosom(ph).  For with the measure you use, it will be 

measured to you.”  The 4 Types of Return. 

 

 Now in this verse, Jesus is talking, and He actually uses the 

word measure three different times, but they’re actually three 

different words in the original language.  The first, a good 

measure, it’s actually the word metron, and it means measure, 

or an instrument for measuring.  It’s the first part of a -- the 

four types of return is, first of all, the type of measure or the 

instrument that you use to measure width. 

 

 Just turn to your neighbor and ask them, “What are you 

measuring with?”  And I just want to use just as an illustration 

for those of you who are watching via television, and those of you 

live, who you can see this.  For those listening electronically, 

you’re just going to have to imagine within your mind, but I 

have four different measuring devices here with me.  I want to 

just show you these devices. 
 

 The first one is this, and I’m holding up in my hand an 

eyedropper.  Some people use in life to measure an eyedropper.  

Do you know some people that, if you go up to them to get 

something or to ask something from them, what they’re going to 

use to measure out to you what they’re going to give to you, is an 

eye dropper.  And they will dip into that reservoir, take one 

squeeze and tell you to hold out your hand, and they will, very 

carefully and very meticulously, squeeze you one drop of 

whatever it is you ask for. 

 

 If you go to them for whatever it is -- and people, this verse 

oftentimes it is preached in the context of material things, but it 

applies to everything.  Do you know some people that just to be a 

friend, do you know their friendship, they use an eyedropper to 
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dispense their friendship?  So, this is one of the first levels.  

Jesus says, “A good measure, or a good measuring instrument.” 

So, the first thing you have to do is almost even look at to see 

exactly, “Well, what kind of measuring instrument am I using?  

What do I use in life?”  Given and it will be given to you, a good 

measure.  “What do I use to give throughout life with?  Is it an 

eyedropper?” 

 

 The second measuring instrument that we’re all familiar with, 

and I’m holding up in my hand now, a teaspoon.  Some people 

will use more than an eyedropper and basically a teaspoon will 

hold approximately a hundred drops.  So, even though a 

teaspoon is relatively small, it’s still a hundred times more than 

some folk use.  Some of us use a teaspoon bigger than a drop, 

but we use a teaspoon to measure out in life that which we give. 

 

 The next instrument, some of us will use a cup.  A cup holds 

roughly 48 teaspoons.  So, you can put almost 50 teaspoons in 

this cup, and it’s a whole type more than an eyedropper.  But 

what do you use in life to measure out the things that you give?  

Is it an eyedropper?  Is it a teaspoon?  Or is it a cup? 

 

 And here I have, finally, this is a pitcher, holds about a quart.  

And some folk who really give, some people who are really 

generous, some people who are really lavish with the sustenance 

that God has graced them with, they use a big pot, a big jug in 

life. 

 

00:05:06 

 

 This is what they use to give with, and as a result, it takes -- you 

can take an eyedropper and putting this eyedropper, it’ll take 

about 20,000 drops to fill up a quart pitcher.  Turn to the person 

next to you and ask them, “What are you using to measure 

with?” 
 

 I mean, for those of you who are married, what does your 

husband, or what does your wife use to dish out affection to you?  

Just look at them and just smile at them, and see, right now, 

you will know whether they are an eyedropper person, you’ll 
know whether they are a teaspoon person, you’ll know whether 

they are a cup person, or you’ll know whether they are a big jug 

person and you know it right off the bat.  Some of you can’t even 

get a good kiss on the cheek.  That’s eyedropper.  Some of you, 
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the minute you get home.  “Hey, honey, how are you doing?  

Come here and give me a big hug.”  That’s a jug. 

 

 So, you’ve got all the way in the extreme from an eyedropper, all 

the way over to a jug.  What do you use to measure with?  And 

you see, the Bible says, “A good measure, a metron, the 

instrument that you use to measure.  For with the measure, the 

metron, that you give out, it’s the same thing that’s used to give 

back into your life.”  And if you use an eyedropper to give out to 

God, then He says, I’ve got to use an eyedropper to give back to 

you.  So if this is the way you squeeze it out to me, if you just 

take an eyedropper and dip into what I have already given you, 

and just take an eyedropper to squeeze it back to me, He said, 

“This is the same instrument that I have to give and I have to 

use to give back to you.”  Are you giving with an eyedropper? 
 

 I’m not just talking about money, but money is one thing that 

does matter.  Sometimes, you can just look down the Church 

giving roll, and you can see eyedropper, you can see teaspoon, 

you can see cup, and you can see big jugs.  Just looking down 

even the church -- and that’s the same instrument that God has 

to use to give back to you. 

 

 You see, sometimes people, it has really nothing to do with how 

much you are really given, or how much you are blessed with.  It 

has to do with the measuring instrument that you use.  Do you 

know, sometimes people who are really given very little in terms 

of material, but yet you know they are big givers?  Their hearts 

are big.  There’s something about those type of people, they’re 

never in lack.  They never complain about it very much.  They 

always seem to have enough.  They get a joy out of giving and 

the joy out of helping, yet, others have been blessed with a great 

abundance. But they’re eyedropper people. 

 

 As a result, even though they have been blessed with great 

abundance, their hands are clutched so tight, that they’re 

always in want.  Not that they’re always in need; they’re always 

in want.  Always want more, never really satisfied with what 

they have because of the eyedropper mentality.  God cannot 

pour back in with a greater measure than the instrument than 

you use to measure out to. 

 

 For with the measure, and that second measure, for with the 

measure, and that’s metrio, that you give out, that you deal out, 
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that you apportion with, that same measure.  The third one is 

called antimetrio(ph), which means, measured in return.  It will 

be measured unto you. 

 

 Now, can you imagine people, that you’re giving the terms what 

is given back unto you?  And I want you to just think and ask 

yourself, “What have you given just in the past week?”  See, 

most of us, we are so focused on the getting and the receiving, 

but what have you given just in the past week?  Sometimes, I’m 

not talking about you going way over to Africa, or way over to 

India to look at -- sometimes, you don’t have to go out outside of 

your house to just simply ask the question, “What have you truly 

given?”  And see, people, we meet people in need every day, 

every place that we go and it’s not a matter of money.  So, get 

out of the money mode, but what you will find is, the same mode 

that governs money, governs everything else. 

 

00:09:58 

 

 What you find is, people who stand you with money, they stand 

you with everything else.  People who are generous with it, 

you’ll find they’re generous with everything else.  My mother 

perhaps is one of the most generous people, if not, the most 

generous person I know, just in terms of money.  But you know, 

she’s generous with everything else.  She’s going to praise you in 

knowing you.  I mean, just lavish praise on, just tell you how 

good you look at. 

 

 So, you see, the thing it carries through with everything.  So, 

because her pot is big, it pours out blessing in all manner.  But 

when you’re using an eyedropper -- you know, you could be 

dressed in a tuxedo, have your hair done, your shoes shined, be 

sharpened, and have a cat.  And some folk, you can’t get a 

compliment out of what -- you understand what I’m saying?  

Because they’re eyedropper mentalities. 

 

 Sometimes, my mother, she can find beauty, and just you 

dressed in raggedy jeans and everything, she’s, “Ooh, your teeth 

look so pretty.”  And it’s just because she gives with a joke!  But 

it is no wonder that when she -- she’s told me, well, she said, “I 
am just so blessed.  I’m so blessed, I just can’t believe how much 

God has put --” He’s poured it on her because this is what she 

uses to pour out unto others. 
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 So, if you want God to truly pour out into your life, and I’d say, 

people, get past the finance of this.  Think past money.  If you 

want God to pour out into your life, you need to get you a bigger 

measuring vessel to pour into the lives of others.  Whatever it is 

you’re short of, pour that into someone else. “Folk just don’t love 

me.”  You haven’t loved anybody.  “Folk just don’t appreciate 

me.”  You haven’t appreciated anybody.  “Folk always talking 

about me.”  So, if you get a bigger vessel and understand this, 

people.  This thing does not just work for good, it works for the 

bad. 

 

 See, if you’ve got a whole lot of -- you know, some people have 

eyedroppers of good, but they have jugs of mess.  So, if you’re 

always pouring out big jugs of mess, what do you think comes 

back into your life?  See, it comes back in the same measure, 

with the same measuring criteria, that you put it out with.  Give 

and it shall be given unto you. 

 

 See, actually, people, this law, this principle of sowing and 

reaping, its taught in other places in the Bible.  2 Corinthians 

chapter 9 verses 6 and 7: “Remember this, whoever sow 

sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously 

will also reap generously.  Each man should give what he has 

decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 

for God loves a cheerful giver.” 
 

 Galatians 6: 7 and 8 says, “Do not be deceived, God cannot be 

mocked.  A man reaps what he sows.  The one who sows to 

please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction.  

The one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap 

eternal life.”  So, this law applies in the natural world and it 

applies in the spiritual world.  What measure are you using?  An 

eyedropper?  A spoon?  A cup?  Or a big jug?  What you measure, 

and what you use to measure, is going to determine your level of 

both expectancy and satisfaction. 

 

 Do you know, people, even in the old days, your action is 

measured by body parts, because that’s where the measure of 

foot came from.  People would actually measure it by counting 

how many steps or how many feet.  They were put there toe to 

heel and toe, and walk that off, and they would measure.  So, 

that’s really -- that their version of where foot came from, and 

feet in measurement.  Well, the Bible, when God told Noah to 

build the ark, He said, “You build it based on so many cubics.”  
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Well a cubic, the cubic is a distance from the elbow to the tip of 

the middle finger.  Well, the measure is different for every man.  

Some men wear a size 8 or 9 shoes.  So, for them, going 15 feet is 

a certain distance.  I wear 13.  So, if I go 15 in my feet, it’s 

longer.  So, the measure -- I have long arms, so the cubic from 

my elbow to the tip of my finger is going to be different. 

 

00:14:58 

 

 Every person has their own measuring criteria, and see, the 

reason, people, that some of you have not as much as you truly 

want in varying areas is because your measuring sticks are too 

short. 

 

 Do you know the story of how Elijah and the widow came up to 

him, it’s in 2 Kings chapter 4.  She was coming, she said, “Look, 

I’m out of money, my husband is dead, the creditors are about to 

take my two sons,” and he told her, he said, “Look, what you do 

is, I want you to get all, go just get a pile of jars.  Bring the jars, 

and take this one jar of oil that you have and fill it up.” 
 

 If you read the story, she began to fill up all of the jars.  The 

Bible said, she filled the jars until all the jars were full that she 

had, and the minute she filled the last jar, the oil stopped.  Now, 

what do you think this woman thought as she filled that last jar 

and that oil stopped?  She said to herself, “If I had gotten more 

jars, I could’ve had more oil.”  And some of you don’t have as 

much as God intends for you to have because your jar is too 

small.  Even your level of expectancy, your container is too 

small, your vision is too small.  God says, “Look, you need to get 

you a better measuring cup, a bigger cup.  But you start with 

what you give out.” 
 

 Too often, the world gives us just simply measuring pots on 

what we take in.  God said, “You start with what you give out.”  
So, you start by expanding your measuring pot by what you give 

out.  That’s why when Elijah went to the widow woman, and she 

said, “Look, I don’t have anything but a piece of flour and a little 

oil, and we’re going to bake this little stuff, eat this little stuff 

and die.”  Elijah said, “Look, go, go, go, you know, make me some 

cake.  Give it to me.  Get me some water.”  He made her give.  

Once she took and gave all she had, then her oil never ran out.  

God is trying to take us to the level of where He’ll expand our 

giving and then He can expand our receiving. 
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 See, first level, then He says, “A good measure. “You’ve got to 

have something to measure with, big and good.  Second, He 

says, “Pressed down.” 
 

 Now actually, they used a lot of agrarian symbology, and 

pressed down was actually when they were packing grain.  The 

modern equivalent of pressed down -- see, in order to really 

press something down, we have to have one thing straightened 

out in our lives in order for the stuff to really press down.  We 

have to have the drain closed. 

 

 See, in so many of our lives, we try to press the stuff down, the 

problem is, the drain is open.  Have you all had the experience 

where you’re making money, but the problem is, it’s draining out 

faster than you make it.  The drain is open.  There is a point -- 

even where God, He speaks about that in Haggai.  It says, “Then 

the world of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai, it is 

time for you yourselves to be living in your panel houses.”  It 

said, “It is a time for you yourselves to be living in your panel 

houses, while this house remains a ruin.” 
 

 Now, this is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought 

to your ways. You have planted much, but have harvested little.  

You eat, but never have enough.  You drink, but never have your 

fill.  You put on clothes, but are not warm.  You earn wages, only 

to put them in a purse with holes in it.” 
 

 Have you ever tried filling up a bathtub with the drain open?  If 

that weighing up and it won’t press down until we first of all 

close the drain.  Imagine you get a little extra money, say, your 

transmission falls out.  That’s the drain.  Sometimes, we will 

notice one thing after another.  It looks like it drains our 

resources.  When you get in, and what Haggai says, he said, 

“Look,” he said, “You’re living in these panel houses, and you’ve 

got the house of God in ruin.  In your priorities, you haven’t 
given properly.” 

 

 Press down.  In order to press it down, you had to have that 

drain closed in your life.  Then He says, shaken together.  That 

again refers to grain.  You used to have to shake the grain to 

make it settled to get the air out.  Too often, before God can 

truly pour blessing into our lives, He has to shake us up to get 

the air out.  Because do you know we can get pretty puffed up?  
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There’s nothing that will get you in a position to receive a true 

blessing from God than for God to shake you up and get the air 

out.  See, when God sends you through a shaking, your pride, 

you’re not quite as proud, coming out of that thing. 

 

00:19:59 

 

 God can shake you to bring you down to earth.  But before He 

can bless you, He’ll have to shake some stuff up in your world. 

Have you all ever had some stuff shaken up in your world and 

you become real humble after that stuff gets shaken up?  And 

sometimes, the shaking is right before the blessing, because God 

has to get you prepared for you to even receive the blessing.  You 

got to be shaken up. 

 

 And then He says, “Running over.”  There are different levels of 

return.  Running over.  Do you know, that’s what David said in 

Psalms.  He said, “My cup runneth over.”  Do you know that’s a 

good position to be in when God has poured out so much into you 

that stuff is just running over?  But this is a critical question 

that I want to ask you. 

 

 See, everyone wants stuff just running over.  Where they just 

have excess, where they just have more than enough.  

Everybody, but this is the question that we never really ask 

ourselves, when we want our cups running over, but we never 

ask ourselves this question, “Where does the overflow go?”  We 

never ask ourselves that.  We always want our cup running 

over, but we’ve never asked ourselves the question, “Where will 

the overflow go?”  If God ran your cup over today, what would 

you do with it?  Where would your overflow go? 

 

 See, oftentimes the reason He came running the cup over, 

because we have not even prepared ourselves for the overflow.  

How (00:21:32).  That does not meant, when God wants to 

overflow you just so you can do -- and see, oftentimes, this is all 

we can think of if our cup runneth over.  All we can think of is 

what we will buy for me.  This is why when even people get the 

overflow, if they’re not prepared for it, the psychological studies 

have proved it over and over and over again, that virtually 

everyone who wins the lottery, a year later, they are more 

miserable than they were before they won. 
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 Now, why do you think that is?  How can a person win two, 

three hundred million dollars, and a year later, here they are, 

their lives in a mess, and they’re miserable.  How can that 

happen?  Because they don’t know and they haven’t planned on 

how to handle the overflow.  We all want the overflow, hadn’t 
given a bit of thought to how we’re going to properly handle the 

overflow.  So, God cannot even return a lot of stuff into your life 

until you have made some proper wise decisions even on how 

you’re going to handle the overflow. 

 

 What would you do with $10 million?  I can tell you one thing 

that you’d do with $10 million.  You will do a magnification of 

whatever you’re doing with what you have right now.  That’s 

exactly what you’re going to do.  If you are cutting the fool with 

your money right now, you will be the biggest $10 million fool 

out there.  So, you will do a magnification of whatever you’re 

doing with whatever you have right now.  Some of you said, 

“Lord, I just don’t have much right now.”  You would do with a 

huge amount exactly what you are doing with the small amount.  

It’s just magnified. 

 

 See, if lot of times we look at the drug epidemic, a cocaine addict 

is nothing but a wino with money.  That’s all the difference.  

That’s the only difference.  We’re looking at all -- that’s all that 

epidemic was.  That’s the only difference.  See, it doesn’t change 

from being a non-drug user to a drug user, all that happens 

when you put money on it, you go from ripple to expensive 

cocaine.  That’s the only difference. 

 

 When God pours things into your life, people, you need to be 

able to handle the overflow.  God wants to bless us really beyond 

where even our minds can conceive, and most of us beyond what 

our spirits can handle.  I really believe that God wants to begin 

to prepare us to be able to handle the return.  We all love the 

sermons when we hear, “But oh, God’s getting ready to just bless 

you.”  He’s going to overflow you, He’s going to bless you, you’re 

going to be wallowing in just riches and money.  Some of you got 

an eyedropper, and you expect for God to flood all of this stuff in, 

and you’ve got an eyedropper.  We’ve got to gear ourselves to 

where we’ve got a jug to be able to handle the overflow.  Amen. 

 

 I really believe that even some of the things that have been 

spoken, and I really believe this is going to be one of the most 

prosperous congregations in the world.  But God is going to have 
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to get us up to the jug level because there’s nothing worse that 

you can do as a parent than pour a whole lot of stuff on a child 

who’s spoiled and can’t handle it. 

 

00:25:08 

 

 You mess them up every time.  Just turn to your neighbor and 

tell them, “I got to get my jug.”  I got to get my jug.  I got to get 

my jug.  So, as you leave out here today with your giving, not 

your receiving, with your giving, first things first, get your 

giving.  As you leave out here today, start pouring out, out of a 

jug, not out of an eyedropper, out of a jug.  If people ask someone 

about you, they can be able to honestly say, “Oh, that person’s a 

giver.  That person is a giver.  That person is a giver.”  Because 

God wants to bless you.  But it shall be measured out unto you 

as you measure out unto others.  Amen. 

 

 The 4 Types of Return.  If you know someone who needs to hear 

this message today, simply have them go to airjesus.com or you 

can listen to it again in its entirety.  It is message number 5280, 

5-2-8-0 at airjesus.com.  We thank you for joining us today at 

Brothers of the Word, because brother, you need the Word.  

Amen. 
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