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Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother, you 

need the word.  And today I want you tell you, for those of you 

who think life has passed you by and there are dream that you 

have that are unrealized.  I want to simply tell you that it’s not 

too late to be what you could have been. 

 

 This is the 5th message in a series of seven messages called 

“Walking With a Tiger” and this messages originated from when 

I took my 9-year-old son, Nathaniel III to the tour championship 

here in Atlanta and they are the top 30 money winners in the 

world, golf professionals competed and we went there primarily 

hoping to see one man the -- what experts called the greatest 

golfer who has ever lived, Tiger Woods and as we followed him 

and as we walked around the course, revelation after revelation 

came and as God let me just to speak on the revelations 

obtained from the golf course. 

 

 Today’s message came out of a statement as I was standing 

there and I was there a company accounted Emmanuel Dupree 

was there and C. Elijah was there along with my son Nathaniel 

III and as we were standing there, a gentlemen walked up who 

C. Elijah knew from the past and they shook hands and they 

knew each other from golf long ago and he asked C. Elijah, 

“What are you doing here?” 

 

 And C. Elijah simply said, “I’m just here to see what I could 

have been.”  And later C. Elijah explained to me, he pointed out 

one of the gentlemen on the tour, one of the top 30 money 

winners in the world and his name was David Love III.  And as I 

look back David Love’s name and saw his ranking and later 

found out that so far for the year, he had earned 2.5 million 

dollars on the tour and that’s not counting endorsement, that’s 

just price money.  And C. Elijah told me, he said, “David Love 

Jr. who was David Love III’s father, he said, “David Love Jr. 

taught me when I was a teenager and I attended a golf camp 

and there with the golf camp, David Love Jr. saw me playing, he 

analyzed and he saw my swing and David Love Jr. told me, he 

said, “One day I expect to see you on the PGA tour.  C. Elijah 

was just that good.  As a matter of fact, his picture as a teenager 

was even in Golf Digest. 

 

 So here, the magazine had his picture and here one of the top 

pros of that time and one of the great teaching pros of that day 

had seen the talent and had it recognized within C. Elijah that 
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here was a young man who has the ability to not only make, but 

to excel on the PGA tour.  And here was C. Elijah there 

watching the other top 30 money winners of the world and when 

his old friend came up to him, C. Elijah said, “I just came to see 

what I could have been.” 
 

 And I’m here to tell you today people, it’s not too late to be what 

you could have been.  There is so much stuff that’s inside of and 

I know some people within this very church and you’re talented 

beyond measure.  So many gifts are locked up inside of you.  

There are so much that you can do.  You are anointed in so 

many areas but I’ll tell you, so many of you are not nearly what 

you could have been because you have not used the talents to 

the fullest that God gave you.  And C. Elijah, as I told him I was 

writing a mountain wings issue about that, and C. Elijah is 37 

years old now. 

 

 In the arena of professional sports, 37 is kind of over the hump.  

It doesn’t mean that you can’t do it, but 37 means that 37, you 

know, it was the number of years that the man laid by the pool 

of Bethesda before he got his healing.  And C. Elijah told me 

that he had just started back taking lessons from a pro.  So 

when he went to the tournament and when get a round all of the 

other folk who had done and who were what they could have 

been and something shook on the inside of C. Elijah and he 

decided, I’m going to go and take me some lessons again from a 

pro and I’m going to just see how far I can go to be what I could 

have been. 

 

00:05:13 

 

 And see, there are so much and actually even though of all of my 

father, son, so many of us are ministers, we’re businessmen but 

my dad, his real passion was God.  That’s why C. Elijah was at 

the golf camp because he sent all of us to golf camp but there 

was one who stood up where the recognition of the spark of 

genius, they saw within him and he said, “Boy, you can be one of 

the greats.” 
 

 How many of you all have had people to tell you to see within 

you?  To say, “You know, you’ve got a talent in that.”  And you 

know what often a lot of us will say within our minds and -- I’m 

nothing.  I’m nothing.  And they will tell us and speak even a 

prophetic word over us, they can sense within us what often we 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5287.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5287.mp3 

cannot see and they’ll tell you, “You know you better have a gift 

of God, you know you really can do this, you really can do that.  

And if we recognize the gifts that were imparted into us that 

were divine and God give it. 

 

 You see people often times I have seen that really success in life 

in not a matter of talent, it is a matter of a full utilization of 

what you have been given.  I was talking early before church to 

Derek Norris and he was telling me even at the Ford plant 

where he works.  And Ford is is getting ready to close down a 

large number of their plants here in the US and that’s one of the 

plants that will be closed down but Mr. Norris is not worried.  

He said, “I’ve been there a long time but every since I’ve been 

there, I’ve been going to school.” 
 

 He said, “Pastor, they will pay 100 percent for all of your 

schooling.”  He said, “But only two percent of the people there 

take advantage of it.”  They’ll pay fully for the school, but they 

have never taken advantage and as a result now when the plant 

is getting ready to close down, they’re worried to death.  He said, 

“I’ve been going to school and getting educated and degree after 

degree and training after training so I’m prepared because I saw 

what I could be.” 
 

 And see people, my father saw and he wanted so much for one of 

his sons to be a professional golfer and all of us know that if 

anyone of us had really set our minds and said, “Daddy, we want 

to be a golfer.”  My father would have spared no expense to send 

us anywhere in the world because he believed in golf.”  And we 

knew it without a doubt.  The matter of fact my daddy wanted 

us to play, we got sometimes just tired of playing golf because he 

saw in it and my father was a very logical man. 

 

 He said, “Son, golf exercises every muscle in the body, it builds 

coordination, it is a social game, you can do so much business on 

the course.”  He understood all of the benefits of the game.  He 

said, “This you can play for the rest of your life,” and he wanted 

so much for one of his sons to be a golf professional.  He would 

have spared no expense; he would have given us the education.  

All we had to do was reach out and take it. 

 

 And do you know that a lot of you right now, you got jobs and 

the jobs are paying for your education, you won’t go to school 

and you complain about the job.  See, unless you are taking 
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advantage of everything that -- and will complain about, nobody 

give me -- sometimes people will give you some, you just won’t 
take it. 

 

 Now, see the problem people want -- they want them to give 

them just some free money and they give you free education, you 

don’t want that because you got to pull some work out with that.  

See, that is the part of development, you don’t want that.  He 

said, “98 percent of the people at the job will not take advantage 

of the free school and they’ll pay for you to go just about 

anywhere to learn anything and they just won’t take advantage 

of it.  And do you know how much school costs but it’s not even a 

matter of how much it costs, it’s how much it’s worth. 

 

 There’s an old business saying that goes, “A man who knows 

how will always have a job.  A man who knows why will always 

be his boss.”  And you have to understand even to go and just to 

get the knowledge so that we can go to the next level and so that 

we can be beyond where we are and we can be what we could 

have been. 

 

 God wants to take you to a level beyond where you are because 

God can see so much in you.  It’s not too late to make the pros 

and I’m not talking about sports; I’m talking about the pros of 

whatever it is you want to do.  You’re not too old.  Do you know 

how old Moses was when he went to Pharaoh?  Moses was 80 

years old.  Colonel Sanders was in his 60s when he started 

Kentucky Fried Chicken.  You’re not to old, as long as you have 

breath in your body, you are not too old to do what God has 

destined for you to do, what God sees in you. 

 

00:10:24 

 

 Now, you may not be too old but I’ll put stuff straight as it is.  

You may not be too old but you might be too lazy.  Because 

laziness causes no age range.  You may not be too old, but you 

might be too lazy.  Turn to the person near you and ask them, 

“Are you lazy?”  See, you might be too lazy and that makes a 

difference so you have to really -- you have to have some get up 

and go, some entrance(ph), some got you.  You have got to get 

out and do something.  God is not going to just hand stuff to you, 

you will find everywhere on the Bible when people got stuff, 

when they learned, when they were spiritually advanced or 

materially advanced, they had to go through something.  
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Breakthrough is not going to come until you break through.  All 

of us sitting back waiting on a lottery to hit.  Waiting on an 

uncle to die.  You understand? 

 

 We’re waiting on everything else out in the world to take us to 

the next level instead of looking in the mirror and saying, “Why 

don’t I be all than I can be?  Why don’t I take it to the next level?  

Why don’t I do?”  And this the point.  And to be honest about it, 

this is not popular preaching.  Popular preaching is like, “The 

Lord is going to send you a breakthrough.  I’m going to 

prophesize over you right now; you will get a check in the mail.”  
That’s what we want to hear. 

 

 We want to hear a free check in the mail, it doesn’t work like 

that.  Now there are some miracles where it does work like that 

but as a general rule, when those kinds of miracles come, they 

don’t last and you need another miracle tomorrow.  So, you need 

to make some changes and to understand some things and to go 

and to be at a level to be more than you ever thought that you 

could be. 

 

 Open your Bibles to the Book of Judges, 6th Chapter.  I just 

want to show you some things about this particular man that 

may relate to some of the things within your life and I want you 

to take and follow the examples.  C. Elijah, even at 37, he is 

going and he has taken a lesson and he is going at life swinging.  

So, C. Elijah said no matter how, I’m still having it and I still 

can do it, it’s not too late. 

 

 And in Judges beginning at the 6th Chapter at first verse and 

this is a story that we’ve heard numerous times concerning 

Gideon the fleece and his worry of mentality. 

 

 “And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord: and 

the Lord delivered them into the hand of Midian seven years.  

And the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel: and because of 

the Midianites the children of Israel made them the dens which 

are in the mountains, and caves, and strong holds.  And so it 

was, when Israel had sown, that the Midianites came up, and 

the Amalekites, and the children of the east, even they came up 

against them; And they encamped against them, and destroyed 

the increase of the earth, till thou come unto Gaza, and left no 

sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass.  For they 

came up with their cattle and their tents, and they came as 
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grasshoppers for multitude; for both they and their camels were 

without number: and they entered into the land to destroy it.  

And Israel was greatly impoverished because of the Midianites; 

and the children of Israel cried unto the Lord.” 

 

 The children of Israel were crying because they were 

impoverished, they were poor that devoured other folk had 

gotten all of their money, that’s what the cattle and the lamb 

and all that stuff.  All of the increase people came and just 

devoured and just soaked it up.  Have you all ever had 

situations where it looked like all your stuff was just soaked up 

and just gone and just devoured and there they were crying out 

because it says they were impoverished but you always have to 

understand the reason for things. 

 

 Do you understand the reason why they were impoverished, the 

beginning of that first line of the 6th of Chapter Judges?  And 

the children of Israel did evil in the side of the Lord and the 

Lord deliver them into the hand of Midian seven years.  And as 

a result, they were in poverty because they had not done what 

God had told them to do. 

 

00:14:56 

 

 Turn to the person and next you ask him, “Have you done what 

God told you to do?”  And see, they were crying out to God.  

Lord, help me my money is out, I can’t pay my bills, my rent is 

due, I can’t pay my utility bill, I can’t pay my car loan and they 

had done evil in the side of God.  And too often, we want God to 

correct the stuff and we don’t want to correct the evil. 

 

 See, we want to get the blessing but we don’t want to do right so 

that’s why you must understand the order of things if stuff is not 

going right in your life, then you need to really look and to make 

absolutely certain that you are doing right by the word of God 

because the Bible says plainly this is a curse does not cause 

(00:15:41) and poverty is a curse.  There’s no two ways about 

and I chose some stuff created(ph) out in your life, that stuff is 

not going straighten out in a whole lot of areas. 

 

 Continuing on in Verse 7.  “And it came to pass, when the 

children of Israel cried unto the Lord because of the Midianites, 

That the Lord sent a prophet unto the children of Israel, which 

said unto them, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I brought you 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5287.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5287.mp3 

up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the house of 

bondage; And I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, 

and out of the hand of all that oppressed you, and drave them 

out from before you, and gave you their land; And I said unto 

you, I am the Lord your God; fear not the gods of the Amorites, 

in whose land ye dwell: but ye have not obeyed my voice.” 
 

 The prophet came just to tell him, “You all haven’t done right.”  
Do you know every time we’ve had a profit here even at the arc, 

they never tell people you haven’t done right.  And I kind of 

understand why because some people come down to hear 

prophetic work, that’s the last thing they want to hear.  They 

just don’t want to hear it.  They don’t want to hear the prophet 

telling them that they haven’t done right.  That they only want 

to hear about, “I see -- oh, see, oh I see, you’re going on a 

vacation?  I see you’re traveling.”  That’s what they want.  They 

don’t want to hear what most of a prophet of God really came to 

tell the people was a word often of correction.  So here they were 

in poverty and when God sent the prophet, the prophet said, 

“You all haven’t done right.”  And straighten up, and when 

you’re straighten up, some things in your life will straighten up. 

 

 “And there came an angel of the Lord, and sat under an oak 

which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the Abiezrite: 

and his son Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress, to hide it 

from the Midianites.”  Now, I want you to understand this, 

Gideon was threshing weak by the winepress to hide it from the 

people who will come to -- this man was hiding back grinding his 

bread.  Does this sound like a brave man to you? 

 

 This man was down way behind the winepress hiding his food so 

the enemies would not come and take it.  Does this sound just 

like a real brave man hiding his food?  Man, it’s like some of you 

sometimes, when you got some stuff in the house that you know 

you’re not supposed to eat and your wife is then -- you just kind 

of put it, you understand what I mean?  You don’t even want to -

- you understand what I mean? 

 

 So, here this man was -- the man can relate to that.  Here, this 

man was hiding with his food. 

 

 “And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him, and said unto 

him, The Lord is with thee, though mighty man of valor.”  The 

Lord is with you, oh thy courageous and brave man.  God is with 
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you, man, just put enough courage, God is with you.  Oh my 

goodness, my brave man, my mighty warrior, my hero, God is 

with you.  And I imagine Gideon said, we’re often scared hiding 

his food and he had to look up as the who in the world is this 

angel talking about.  Here I am only hiding my food and the 

angel said, “God is with you though mighty man because God 

could see some things in Gideon that he could not see in himself. 

 

 And he could see the bravery, he could see the warrior, he could 

see the hero down in him but as far as Gideon knew right then, 

he was scared.  Gideon was just scared. 

 

 “And Gideon said unto him, Oh my Lord, if the Lord be with us, 

why then is all this befallen us? and where be all his miracles 

which our fathers told us?” 
 

 If God is with us and why are we going through all of this?  

Gideon must not have heard a prophet.  See, the prophet told 

him why they were going through all of that stuff. 

 

00:19:55 

 

 “And the Lord looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, 

and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have 

not I sent thee?  And he said unto him, Oh my Lord, wherewith 

shall I save Israel? behold, my family is poor in Manasseh, and I 

am the least in my father's house.” 

 

 This is what Gideon said, he said, “Look man, my daddy is poor.  

All my brother is poor, my mother is poor, my sisters are poor.”  

He said, “My whole family is poor and I’m the poorest one of all 

of them.”  That’s what he said, he said, “Look, my family is poor 

and I’m the poorest of them.”  He said, “I am the least of the 

least.”  See, Gideon was looking at where he was and God was 

trying to tell him where he could be and too often, people, we can 

never get to where we are really destined.  We are never able to 

really reach the height.  We are never able to get to where we 

could be because we’re too busy looking where we are and 

sometimes to be perfectly honest, where we are is not pleasant 

and it’s not encouraging. 

 

 What we’re looking around and everyone around us is doing bad.  

Gideon said, “My whole family is poor.  I came from a poor 

background.  My daddy was nothing.  My momma was nothing.  
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We’ve always had these problems.  We’ve always been like this.  

My grand momma was on welfare, my momma was on welfare, 

I’m on welfare.  My whole family is poor and I just don’t see how 

-- though mighty man and woman of valor.  If you can see what 

God has placed inside of you, then you’ll be able to transcend 

and move beyond some of the places where you are. 

 

 But let me show you what Gideon had to do and you have to 

understand what was necessary to move to that next level. 

 

 “And the Lord said unto him, Surely I will be with thee, and 

thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man.  And he said unto 

him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, then shew me a sign 

that thou talkest with me.  Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I 

come unto thee, and bring forth my present, and set it before 

thee. And he said, I will tarry until thou come again.  And 

Gideon went in, and made ready a kid, that’s a small goat, and 

unleavened cakes of an ephah of flour: the flesh he put in a 

basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and brought it out unto 

him under the oak, and presented it.” 
 

 Now here, Gideon said, “Look, I’m poorest of the poor,” and 

Gideon said, “Wait a minute, hold up, let me go get some, I’ll be 

right there.  Hold up until I get back.”  Gideon went and got a 

goat, some bread, put it in a basket and a pot, some broth and 

brought it back into the angel.”  Here Gideon, a poor man went 

and got a sacrifice to bring it back unto God. 

 

 “And the angel of God said unto him, Take the flesh and the 

unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the 

broth.  And he did so.  Then the angel of the Lord put forth the 

end of the staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and 

the unleavened cakes; and there rose up fire out of the rock, and 

consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes.” 
 

 People, go get what you got and present that unto the Lord to be 

used and God will touch what you got no matter how little it is.  

And the angel told to him, he said, “Look, take the flesh and 

take the bread, put it on the rock.”  He said, “Pull out the broth,” 
you know what the broth was?  A soup, that was the stuff.  He 

said, “Take the best that you have.”  See, all of us have some 

meat, we have some bread and we have some broth.  Broth is 

what you get to when you have -- it’s the least -- it’s a soup 

water.  He said, “Take the best that you have, bring it to me and 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5287.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5287.mp3 

pour the rest of that mess out.”  All of us have some flesh and 

some bread and some broth.  Take the best that you have, bring 

in and let God use that and all of us have some mess, take that 

mess and pour it out.  Leave the mess. 

 

 See, too often, we bring the mess and leave the meat and the 

bread.  He said, “Bring the meat and the bread, pour the mess 

out.”  And if we do that, God would be able to take us and to 

take us to places that we never dreamed before because people, 

I’m here to tell you right now, it’s not too late to be what you 

could have been.  I don’t care how old you are, I don’t care what 

your circumstances are.  It’s not too late to be what you could 

have been. 

 

 And people, it’s not too late for you to get right with God, it’s not 

too late.  And it’s not too late to do what you’ve always dreamed.  

It’s just not too late.  It’s not too late.  Turn to the person next to 

you and just tell them, “It’s not too late.  It’s not too late.  It’s not 

too late.  It’s not too late.”  But you have to believe and you have 

to understand that and you have to get right with some things 

in your life. 

 

00:25:10 

 

 Gideon was called Jerubbaal and the reason he was called 

Jerubbaal because he went -- when you read the story, he went 

and he tore down the altar of Baal in his daddy’s house.  He was 

brought up on a house that was worshiping Baal so all of the 

things God had said about the worshipping the false God, it was 

in his own daddy’s house.  And some of you will have to tear 

down some things that your daddy built. 

 

 Sometimes some of you got molestation, anger issues, desertion 

issues.  You would have to tear down some stuff that your daddy 

built.  And when you tear it down, and replace it with the altar 

of God, then you’ll be able to go places and to bring the things 

that God truly has destined you.  People, it is not too late. 

 

 If you need to hear this message again or if you would like to 

hear all of the messages in this series, just go to AirJesus.com, 

put in sermon search simply the word “Tiger” and you’ll be able 

to listen to these messages or send them to anyone in the world 

absolutely free at AirJesus.com.  This is message number 5287, 

number 5287.  Thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the 
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Word, because brother, you need the word.  Amen.  Amen.  

Amen. 

 

00:27:00 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5287.mp3

