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Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word.  Because brother, you 

need the word. 

 

 And today is message number 6 of 7 in the Walking with a Tiger 

series.  And this series of messages came from when I took my 

son to the tour championship where the top leading 30 money 

winners in golf competed.  And as we walked around and 

followed Tiger Woods, there was just revelation after revelation 

that came just in the golf course.  And on the course, from the 

Parables of Golf. And I want to bring and relate these to you, 

and today’s message is the sixth message in the seven-series 

group.  You can listen to the complete message, or send anyone 

any one of the messages.  Just go to airjesus.com, click sermon 

search, and just type the word “Tiger” in the search box.  And 

you’ll be able to listen to all of the messages.  Number one was 

entitled, “Like a Lion.”  Message number two, “Hazards on the 

Course of Life.  Number three, “The Power of Amateurs.  

Number four, “The Caddy.”  Number five, “It’s not too late.”  And 

today’s message is message number 5288 called, “Eye on the 

Ball.”  
 

 And this originated as we were walking around, and as we 

watched Tiger tee up the ball, and we would hear him hit. And 

each time he hit, there would be this loud pop.  And my son and 

I would look to see how far down the fairway the ball went.  And 

on every hole, the same phenomenon happened. And I would ask 

my son, and he would ask me.  And the problem was, neither of 

us could see the ball.  Every time he hit it, it wasn’t going into 

the sun, it wasn’t hazy.  We could hear it, we almost heard it as 

it goes by, as it went by, but we couldn’t see it.  And I know that 

my eyes are not as sharp as they used to be, but then they’re not 

as bad as they used to be, either.  I had some surgery on my 

eyes, probably 15 years ago, where they just had to take, they 

took a razor blade and they put six slits in my eyes.  Sometimes 

for you all to see better, you need some surgery, some spiritual 

surgery.  And they had to literally cut my eye so I could see 

better.  Sometimes you wonder why life seems to be cutting you, 

sometimes it’s so you can focus a little better, so you can see 

better.  

 

 But anyway, I still have pretty good vision now, but I knew my 

son had better vision, and I asked him, “Where did the ball go?”  
He said, “Dad, I can’t see it.”  And I began to see something with 

that.  That we could not see the best God for us in the world, we 
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could not see His ball.  People, sometimes when there is a great 

vision, and when you have a mission and when you have a 

purpose, no one will be able to see the thing but you.  Only Tiger 

knew where his ball was.  We’re on the sideline, we couldn’t see 

it.  And we have to learn some things, and just as I watched him 

swing, I want to just go through and show you just ten principles 

just dealing with the Swing of God, and how they apply to your 

life.  And how we need to keep our eye on the ball and on our 

goal, so that we can become -- and not necessarily the best in the 

world, because it’s not about that.  

 

 And one of the things God had to deal with me with was, He 

didn’t want me competing.  It’s not about competing, it’s about 

fulfilling the destiny that God has for you.  It doesn’t matter if 

you come in number 100 out of 101, if that’s where God has you 

destined to be.  Everybody cannot be number one in everything.  

First of all -- and sometimes, just to come in number 100 out of 

101.  Do you know if you run the Boston Marathon, and you 

come in last place, you’re still doing pretty good?  I mean, just to 

even be in the race.  Sometimes God just wants you in the race, 

and you were about trying to win.  He just wants you in the 

race. 

 

 So it is a matter of understanding and being able to fulfil the 

destiny that God has for you.  But these principles, and just the 

swing of golf will help you.  We’re going to be studying from 

Proverbs Chapter 4.  You don’t have to turn that, I’ll read this 

real quick.  Proverbs Chapter 4 Verses 25 through 27.  This is 

the New Living Translation.  And this is what it says: “Look 

straight ahead and fix your eyes on what lies before you.  Mark 

out a straight path for your feet, then stick to the path and stay 

safe.  Don’t get sidetracked, keep you feet from following evil.” 
 

00:05:05 

 

 I just want to show you just in the swing of golf, how even this 

few verses, these few verses of Proverbs, how they deal with 

just, first of all, keeping your eye straight and fixed, and your 

feet solidly planted and away from evil.  And this is a golf club.  

For those of you who are watching on television, you can see.  

For those of you listening on airjesus.com or electronic and you 

can’t see but you have to just imagine in your mind’s eye.  But 

the first rule of a good golf swing is a good grip.  And any golf 

pro who teaches you will first tell you, the first thing you have to 
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do is get you a good grip.  How many of you all know people in 

life who just don’t have a good grip on things? 

 

 See, the first thing you have to do is get you a good solid grip.  

That’s why Jesus, when He gave the Parable of the Sower and 

the Seeds.  And He says, some, that when they’re sunk, He said, 

some, they basically stay on top of the ground, and because 

they’re not rooted, they’re plucked up, they’re blown away, they 

never take.  They never get a grip. And see, some of you, you 

would hear the word, but you never get a good grip on it.  You 

hear the truth, but you never get a grip on it. And if you don’t 
grip the club right, even when you take a swing, you can take a 

swing and just the whole club will just fly off because you don’t 
have a grip.  And all of the fundamentals of both golf and life.  

At first, you have to get a good grip on something.  See, even in 

truth, there’s no good if you don’t get a grip on it just a bit.  My 

brother, Dale’s first book was entitled, Get a Grip.  So you have 

to, number one, get a grip. 

 

  And let me ask you this.  Turn to your neighbor and ask them 

this, “What are you holding onto?”  See, some of you, you’ve got a 

good grip, but you’re gripping on the wrong thing.  What are you 

holding on to?  Second thing you need to do is this: you have to 

have a good stance.  In golf, they’ll tell you how to stand and you 

stand at different widths basically based on what kind of swing 

you’re going to take. But basically, they’ll say you take a stance 

roughly about a shoulder-width apart. You plant your feet 

firmly, and in golf, all the pros wear special shoes that have 

cleats under them, so they grip into the dirt.  You become firmly 

rooted on wherever you stand. 

 

  mean, if you’re standing on the word of God, are you really 

standing on the word of God?  Do you really stand on the word? 

Where do you stand on certain issues?  That’s why the Bible 

says, “A double-minded man is unstable in all, he doesn’t know 

where he stands.”  He straddles the fence on some.  Sometimes 

you don’t even know what you truly stand for, what your real 

belief is, what your true purpose.  You don’t know where you 

stand.  So first, you have to get a grip.  Second, you have to have 

solid, deep-rooted stand.  Because let me tell you something, 

people.  Winds will come to knock you over.  And if you’re not 

standing solid and standing rooted on some solid ground, see, 

even if you have a good stance on top of the water, you got a 

problem.  You have to be -- if you’re standing a good stance in 
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quicksand, you have a problem.  You have to have a good stance 

on solid ground.  Because the winds of life, and all of the 

adversities and the trials and the tribulations, they will come.  

And if you are not deeply rooted, you will literally lose a grip on 

life. 

 

 The third thing that you need to do after you get a good grip and 

after you take a solid stance, third thing you have to do is, you 

have to line up with where you want to go.  You see, if I’m 

getting ready to hit the ball, and the hole is that way, I have to 

line up where the arc of my swing and my direction, and 

everything that’s in my body, everything is pointed in the 

direction in which I want to go.  Is your life truly lined up with 

where you want to go?  Sometimes people, what we’ll do, we’ll 
talk one way and line up another way.  Are you lined up, I mean 

really, are you lined up with truly where you want to -- are you 

really lined up with where you want to go?  Whatever in life you 

want to do, are you lined up with where you truly want to go.  

You got to line up with where you want the ball to go. 

 

00:10:07 

 

 Fourth thing after you get a good grip, get a good stance and line 

up with where you want the ball to go, you got to have the right 

instrument for the distance that you want.  Now what I hold in 

my hand is a putter.  A putter is only for when you get on the 

green, when you have relatively extremely short distances to go, 

you don’t have any obstacles to go over.  The green is absolutely 

smooth, it may have some rows in it here and there, but 

basically it’s like carpet. There are some times where you have 

to have a sand wedge to get out of a trap, or a hazard, or out of 

the rough. It takes different instruments in different situations.  

And you have to know the right instrument to use in the same 

situation.  I am a man probably what I consider to be the 

mildest and the gentlest man that I know.  But there are times 

when I have to come out of a different bag, you all understand 

what I’m saying?   

 

 See, I run two businesses. There are times when I got to pull 

another club out.  And see, sometimes, you, I walk and -- it’s like 

Jesus. You know what happened when Jesus went in all the 

money changers in the temple?  He had a whip going to them. 

Did you know, there are times that -- this is the Man who 

brought you at peace, but He had to go in and come out of 
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another bag.  So you have to know and you have to understand 

even the proper club to use in different situations.  Now the 

problem with, and even with the different clubs, and even when 

you have to come out of a different bag, it’s still is a matter of 

the spirit in which you do the thing. 

 

 And even in business, whenever I have to go to someone, or 

whenever I have to discipline, they know they have really 

messed up. They know I had given them several times, but there 

comes a point. Because I care, people.  Look, I just can’t be even 

better than God, even God got tired of this stuff sometimes. So I 

can’t be better than God.  So I want to at least do the, I’ll try to 

do is, I see my Father, I look at Jesus to see, so I’m going to try 

to follow Christ, but I’ll understand that even they had a point 

and they had a limit.  And sometimes you have to deal with 

some things with a different type of club.  But you must have 

the wisdom, and you must have the discernment to understand 

when you need a very gentle club, which is most of the time, or 

when you need a driver.  And you have to understand the 

difference.  And that’s why a lot of people just use drivers with 

everything.  They only have one tool in the bag, and that’s a 

hammer.   They just – you understand, it’s a sledgehammer at 

that. So some folk, they only have one club in the whole bag, and 

it’s just a hammer.  So you have to understand when there are 

times when you need hammers.  But you must understand the 

right instrument for the distance that you want to go. 

 

 The fifth thing you need to do after you get a good grip, a good 

stance, lined up with where you want the ball to go, and right 

the right instrument for the distance that you want, is that you 

have to plan for the course.  In golf, a large number of courses 

are not straight.  They have what you call a dog leg. They’ll dog 

leg to the left, or dog leg to the right, or they’re even sometimes 

in the front of the hole.  You got to -- you have to sometimes go 

over water, or there’s a sand trap in.  You have to plan for the 

course.  Do you all know, people, that you sometimes just cannot 

get to all goals in life going straight?  You have to take a detour.  

You have to take a pause.  You have to take a sabbatical.  You 

have to give that up and try again.  Sometimes you just can’t get 

to the goal that you truly desire just going straight ahead. 

 

 Life will have – Moses could not just get to be the deliverer of 

the children of Israel straight.  Moses had to spend 40 years on 

the backside of the wilderness.  Sometimes, you will have to take 
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a dog leg around to get to the goal.  So you have to be able to 

plan for the course.  Some -- I want to be a doctor.  Well in that 

case, if you want to be a doctor, you got to start right now on 

some things in planning for the course.  If you want to be a 

doctor you can’t cut school.  You can’t play hooky.  You can’t not 

study.   See, all of this is, see, it’s great to say, I want to be a 

doctor.  That is the power of your words, but you’ve got to be 

lined up to the goal.  You can’t say, I want to be a doctor, and 

you party five days a week. When you look at your life, you’ll 
see, look, they don’t have a good grip, they’re not lined with the 

hole.  No, you’ve got to be lined up with the goal with your life.  

And you plan as best you can. 

 

00:15:02 

 

 Now, all plans don’t go the way we want.  As a matter of fact, 

most of them don’t.  It’s very little that I have done ever in life 

that went exactly like I figured.  I’m an optimist by nature, I 

think it’s going to be much better.  It’s very little that I plan that 

went exactly.  As a matter of fact, most of the stuff didn’t even 

go close to the way I figured.  But when you know the goal, and 

when you know the result, even when you have to take a dog leg, 

even when it takes more time that what you figured, you know 

the course.  And when you are firmly planted, the delay of time 

does not knock you over.  Some people, it could take -- I get so 

many prayer requests, and they just put a time limit on God.  I 

get them all the time.  Pastor, I have to be married by 2006.  I 

mean, you can’t put a -- and see, the problem is, sometimes they 

may go ahead and get married by 2006, and they end up 

divorced in 2007. 

 

 So you cannot put a timeframe on something that is beyond your 

control.  There are some things that you can put a time deadline 

on, where it is dependent upon you, and where it is dependent 

upon the program that you must become involved in.  There are 

some things you can put a time deadline on, but there are some 

things you cannot.  And you have to, that’s why you have to be 

able to plan for the course. 

 

 I had said I was going to be married by 25 years old.  It took me 

13 years beyond my original deadline.  And if I had known that -

- but oftentimes, God just wouldn’t tell me.  If I had known that, 

I may have taken a different course.  See, when I did get 

married, it was rougher than I figured.  And if I had known that 
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-- see, some of the stuff, see, some of the stuff we’ve – if we had 

known some stuff, we wouldn’t have been in such a big hurry if 

we had known some stuff.  So you plan for the course, and God 

will take us as long as we are firmly seated and grounded in the 

path and the direction.  And in every part of God’s light, I can 

look back and I can see, and I can say, Thank You, Father.  

Thank You, Father for taking -- Thank You for making me wait.  

Thank You for giving me the woman that You did give me.  

Thank You, Thank You for giving me the development.  I can see 

it all.  But it has some hazards in it.  It’s got some traps, and has 

some dog legs to the left and to the right.  But I stand firmly 

rooted.  
 

 Before my wife and I got married, I said, “Look, Puddin.”  I said, 

“This is it.”  I said, ”The only way either one of us is leaving the 

other is if one of us is in a box, and we’re not killing each other.”  
I said, “This is it!”  And people, do you know most couples go 

through that?  I spoke to a group of ministers, and I told them 

how my first two years of marriage, how the thing was so rough 

and my wife wanted to go home to her momma, and I said, “No, 

you’re not. You’re going to stay right here, we’re going to, and we 

end this thing.  And we’re going to be in it, and we’re going to --” 
And the thing about it, after I spoke, I had about a dozen 

ministers come up to me.  Oh!  And they said, “Pastor Bronner, 

you know, that’s the same thing that happened in my marriage.” 
They said, “The only difference was, my wife did go to her mom, 

and then my momma had to go get my wife back and bring her 

back home.”  And you got out of this and this.  And you will see 

this stuff with some modern stuff.  That stuff and they’re -- all of 

us go through stuff.  But if you’re firmly planted. 

 

 And that’s one thing.  Even in marriage when you are firmly 

planted and you speak the word, there’s a vibration that goes 

through.  And I said, “We’re going to be hit, and we’re going to 

be happy and we’re going to make it, and we will be the happiest 

marriage we know.”  And that’s what I said.  And even the same 

with the children, you all know that story.  It’s the same way.  

Puddin had wanted more children, I said, “That’s fine.  That’s 

fine, Puddin, but I don’t call it.”  I don’t call it until such -- it’s 

the power.  And you know destiny.  And when you know the 

path that God has set for you, you become rooted and you never 

speak contrary to that, because you know.  Because you know 

the course ahead. 
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 Number six.  After you get a good grip, a good stance, line up 

with where you want the ball to go, get the right instrument, 

plan for the course.  Number six, in all golf swings, they will tell 

you to keep your head down and keep your eye on the ball.  

When you swing in golf, the natural tendency is, the minute you 

swing is to look to see where the ball had gone.  And whenever 

you do that, you pull up on the club and you toss the ball.  That’s 

why, you ever see people out on the course and they put, it’s 

called duff, and they hit and the ball just bounces and go about 

ten feet. 

 

00:20:00 

 

 Usually it is because they have failed to keep their head down, 

and you have to keep your head down and you do not look up 

until you finish your swing.  And I saw a great principle just in 

spirit.  So many of us fail because we won’t put our head down.  

Stiff-necked. That God just called us as stiff-necked people, 

won’t put their head down.  Won’t bow in prayer, won’t bow in 

humility, just stiff-necked.  Do you know any folk just stiff-

necked?  I mean, just stiff-necked.  And you can never be 

successful in the game of golf or truly in the game of life when 

pride has your neck so stiff that it will not bend and then it will 

not bow.  And you’ll find -- and that’s why the Bible says, “Pride 

goeth before a fall.”  You got to learn how to keep your head 

down.  Spend time every day in prayer, and when you bow unto 

God, you’ll find you’ll get to the course and complete it 

successfully. 

 

 Number seven, after you’ve gotten a good grip, a good stance, 

lined up with where you want the ball to go, got the right 

instruments, planned for the course, kept your head down.  

Number seven is this, everything around you must be quiet.  

You notice on the golf course they say, “Shhh, quiet. Please, 

quiet.” Some of you all can’t get done what you want done 

because there’s too much noise around you.  And you just need 

to get quiet.  You just need, that’s why God has me up every 

morning at 5:00. Nobody’s up.  It’s hard to pray in the midst of a 

whole cacophony of stuff.  You can’t, everything’s going on, the 

tv, the radio, the kids.  You need -- how many of you take some 

time just to be with God?  And usually you have to do this in the 

wee hours of the morning, when everyone else is asleep, when 

all the world is quiet.  You have to be quiet when you’re playing 

golf.  If there’s a lot of noise or shout it throws a golfer all off and 
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his shot goes haywire.  You can’t concentrate, you can’t focus, 

you can’t hear the voice of God, because there’s too much noise 

around you.  You got to be quiet. 

 

 Number eight.  You have to have -- in all golf swings, you have 

to keep the left arm straight.  Whenever you notice anyone 

swing in golf, when you by one key, it’s that the left arm must 

always remain straight.  Spiritually the left side always 

represents the left-hand path.  Everything to do with God was 

always on the right-hand side.  The left side is the other side.  

It’s the evil side, it’s the stuff you don’t need to be doing.  It’s the 

stuff you need to stop doing.  You need to straighten that stuff 

out.  The left side, you need to straighten that stuff out.  The 

stuff that you know you have no business doing, the stuff that 

you need to stop doing, you need to straighten that stuff out.  

You need to keep that left side straight.  And whenever the left 

side becomes more dominant than the right side, it pulls us off 

course. And all of us have a left side, it’s intrinsic in the flesh.  

We all have.  All of us have the flesh telling us to do some stuff 

that we know we have no business doing.  Everyone, anyone who 

tells you they don’t have that, they just, one thing they got is a 

lying spirit.  So all of us have. 

 

 The ninth thing that you must do is, in all golf, you must always 

hit behind the ball.  You never hit on top of the ball, you always 

hit about a half an inch behind the ball.  That’s why usually 

you’ll see a little piece of grass come up, called a divot, every 

time a pro hits.  You hit behind the ball.  In life, you have to 

truly be behind something.  And it helps so much when you’re 

behind someone else.  See, so many of us, we want our own, but 

you won’t be faithful to another man, you won’t get behind the 

ball?  All of us want to be just in front of the ball.  No one wants 

to get behind the ball and push, and help, and to boost someone 

else’s enterprise, or someone else’s venture.  All of us want to be 

in front of the ball.  All of us want to be on top of the ball.  

Nobody want to be behind the ball.  The first rule in golf was the 

stroke.  You got to hit behind the ball. 

 

 The last thing is this, and it’s an idiom that my father used to 

always tell us about God, is that you drive for fun, and you putt 

for mon.  Meaning, drive is a long-distance hit.  But most of the 

true winning is done in the short game.  It’s done in the close-up 

situations.  It’s not done in the long 300-yard drives, it’s done in 

the close, short game around the green.  Most of the battles that 
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you will fight, face win or lose, it’s going to be close-in and close-

up.  It’s going to be with the folk in your own house.  It’s going to 

be the folk in your own bed.  It’s going to be the folk in your own 

family.  Most of the battles, and most of you will fight, and win 

or lose, they will be close-in battles.  Not over in Iraq, not in 

Iran, not in Afghanistan.  It’s in your house. 

 

00:25:05 

 

 If you would like to hear this sermon again, or send it to a friend 

who needs to hear it, just go to airjesus.com, send them sermon 

number 5288.  That’s sermon number 5288 at airjesus.com. Eye 

on the Ball.  We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of 

the Word.  Because brother, you need the word.  Amen, amen 

and amen and amen.  

 

00:25:42 
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