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Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word.  Today, we are going to be studying from the first 

book of the Bible, Genesis Chapter 18 and I'm going to show you 

some things that perhaps you’ve read but again, may have never 

seen.  But it’s going to apply to everyone’s life who is listening or 

who is here today.  If not now, it’s coming Genesis Chapter 18 

beginning at the first verse the King James Version. 

 

 And the Lord appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he 

sat in the tent door in the heat of the day; And he lift up his eyes 

and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and when he saw 

them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed 

himself toward the ground. And said, My Lord, if now I have 

found favor in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy 

servant: Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your 

feet, and rest yourselves under the tree:  And I will fetch a 

morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after that ye shall 

pass on: for therefore are ye come to your servant. And they 

said, So do, as thou hast said.  And Abraham hastened into the 

tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly three measures 

of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth. 

 

 And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetch a calf tender and 

good, and gave it unto a young man; and he hasted to dress it.  

And he took butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, 

and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree, and 

they did eat.  And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife? 

And he said, Behold, in the tent.  And he said, I will certainly 

return unto thee according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy 

wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the tent door, which 

was behind him. 

 

 Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well stricken in age; and 

it ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women.  

Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am 

waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?  And the 

Lord said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, 

Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old? Is anything too 

hard for the Lord? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, 

according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.  Then 

Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not; for she was afraid. And he 

said, Nay; but thou didst laugh.   

 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5291.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5291.mp3 

 

  Sarah laughed at the promise and we all know so well about 

Sarah and how she laughed at God’s promise of a child and we 

can understand how and why Sarah would laugh because the 

Bible said that Sarah had ceased to the manner of women.  

Meaning that she had stopped menstrual cycle and once women 

go through the change of life, they understand and even though 

they may not have understood ovulation and they may not have 

understood  the diagram of the fallopian tubes.  And they may 

not have understood the estrous cycle but they knew that once a 

women stop menstruating they knew she could no longer get 

pregnant. 

 

 It says that Sarah had ceased to be like in the manner of 

women.  They knew that she had stopped menstruating.  She 

knew it, so when she heard she was going to have a child, and 

she knew she was no longer fertile.  Sarah in her mind said how 

can this be so, plus she knew Abraham was 100 years old. 

 

 And she said, can my lord give me this pleasure?  Now I don’t 
want to get into what she meant by “My lord can I have this 

pleasure?” understand at that time, there was no Viagra, that 

there was no Cialis, there was no Levitra and Abraham was 100 

years old.  The Bible says they were well stricken in age. Now, 

me, I don’t want to get graphic with this but when a man gets to 

be a hundred years old, they’re doing good just to get up the 

stout.   

 

00:04:58 

 

 So, here, Sarah saying, “Look, I'm 90, my husband is 100, my 

body isn’t working and his dick(ph) isn’t working.  So, can you 

understand why Sarah would laugh?  And we have heard 

countless messages dealing with the laughter of Sarah and now 

Sarah laughed at the promise.  But yet, there was another 

message that I’ve never heard preached before.  Never heard 

and expressed from -- but I'm not saying that it hadn’t been 

done.  I'm simply saying I’ve never it. 

 

 As long as I have been listening, I have never heard it and this I 

what I want you to see and I want you to turn to Genesis 

Chapter 17, that’s the chapter right before 18 and starting at 

verse 15.  This is the part I want you to see this portion.  

Genesis Chapter 17 beginning at the 15th verse. 
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 And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt 

not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be.  And I 

will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless 

her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of people shall 

be of her. 

 

 This verse 17 is what I want you to see.  Then Abraham fell 

upon his face, and laughed.  We heard all this preaching about 

Sarah and how Sarah laughed, Sarah laughed within her heart 

behind the tent door.  The Bible says that Abraham, when God 

said -- he said the lord appeared unto Abraham standing right 

before him.  When God told Abraham that he was going to have 

a child by Sarah, the Bible did not say that Abraham laughed 

within his heart.  Sarah, you could see someone and you know 

that and you can kind of tell that something is -- sometimes my 

wife will see me smiling and say, “What are you laughing 

about?” 
 

  I'm not laughing out loud, she can see the smirk and she will 

want to know what’s going on in my mind that’s causing me to 

smirk.  That thing have been how Sarah -- but don’t say that 

about Abraham.  Abraham laughed so hard the Bible said that 

he literally got down and fell on his face.  This man -- you know 

how it is when somebody laugh -- they just stand up and -- God 

said, “Look man, you’re going to have a child, you’re a hundred.” 
 

 Abraham knew.  See, a man knows his stuff.  We all say a man 

knows his stuff.  A man knows his stuff so Abraham knew his 

stuff.  God said, “Look, you’re going to have -- you’re a hundred 

years old, but you’re going to have a child with your wife, Sarah, 

who is 90.”  And Abraham, I don’t know what kind of shape 

Abraham -- but Abraham evidently wasn’t in real good shape.  

So,, when God told Abraham this, Abraham with his cane 

wobbling, and God said, “You’re going to have a child, you and 

your wife, Sarah.” 
 

 See that may have been why he fell on his face because he may 

not have been as strong as they were stricken in age.  So, he was 

all red and weak to start with.  So, here, God tells Abraham that 

he and his wife is going to have a child.  He’s already weak to 

start with, already wobbling on the cane.  That thing was just so 

preposterous, just so funny to Abraham.  Abraham couldn’t even 

stand up, at least.  But you’ll see, at least, Sarah stood up, at 
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least Sarah.  It was so funny to Abraham, Abraham couldn’t 
even stand up. 

 

 The Bible said he fell on his face and laughed.  And this is what 

he said in his heart.  Shall a child be born onto him that is and 

hundred years old and shall Sarah, that is 90 years old, bear?  

And Abraham said onto God.  Ishmael might live before them 

and God said Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed.  And 

though shall call his name Isaac.  And I will establish my 

covenant with him for an everlasting covenant and with his seed 

after him.  And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee, behold I have 

blessed him and will make him fruitful and will multiply him 

exceedingly.  12 princes shall he beget and I will make him a 

great nation but my covenant while I establish with Isaac which 

Sarah shall bear onto thee at this time next year. 

 

00:10:02 

 

 

 And he left off talking with him, and God went up from 

Abraham. And my sermon title today is simply, “The Laughter 

of Abraham and Sarah.” 
 

 First of all, Abraham was the first one to laugh.  See, Genesis 17 

came before Genesis 18. Abraham was probably laughing so loud 

that Sarah first of all probably heard Abraham laughing.  And 

the first principle is that the man sets the president in the 

house. That’s why Sarah called Abraham “my lord.” And that 

God even set that order in the house. Christ is the head, then 

man and then woman. Sarah said, “my lord,” so she saw the lord 

laugh. She saw her lord laughing at the preposterousness of 

them conceiving and having a child. 

 

 So, when Sarah smirked and smiled and laughed on the inside. 

She had already seen Abraham down on the floor. She had 

already seen that Abraham what they call busting his gut down 

on the floor laughing at what God had said. The leader always 

sets president in faith and if the leader can’t believe it, how 

would you expect everyone else to believe? If the leader is shaky, 

how would you expect else to believe?  See, that’s one thing.  

That’s the key principle people that you need to learn about 

leadership, is you have to become the faith image for your 

family.  
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 Men who are head of households, you are to be the faith image 

for your family. And I know sometimes, see, and this is the issue 

people that I want you to understand as we delve deeper into the 

laughter of Abraham and Sarah.  All flesh doubts, Abraham is 

known as the father of what? The father of faith. If you ask 

someone about faith in the Bible, the first name that pops up is 

Abraham.  He is known as the father of faith.  Now, here was 

the father of faith, standing face to face with God.  Here, God is 

telling Abraham this direct about the promise and what He has 

got to do.  He says, “There isn’t anything too hard for the Lord.”  
His God is telling Abraham direct, the father of faith, and he 

falls down laughing. 

 

 All flesh when presented with sufficient statistical improbability 

has doubt creep in.  There have been some things that God has 

told you, but because you have now advanced in age, because the 

time is long, because your body and spirit doesn’t feel as strong 

as it used to be, because it appears that the resources the Lord 

because there is nothing in the bank, because they are more 

miles behind even in front of you, even when God has given you 

a promise, even the father of faith himself, he didn’t feel like he 

could make a child.  He couldn’t stand up even, shaking on a 

cane, laughed so hard he probably (00:13:22) and fell that he 

didn’t feel like he can make a child. 

 

 Let me say, sometimes when you feel like, it is stiff.  You know, 

James and Stephanie, they have 6 children, but there was this 

other man, he had 18 children and he went to the doctor feeling 

good and the doctor said, “Look man, you really need to slow this 

thing down.  You got too many kids.”  He said, “What you need 

to ask yourself?”  He said, “The next time you feel like 

propagating, you need to ask yourself can you support another 

child.”  He said, “Doc, when I feel like propagating, I feel like I 

am supporting the whole nation.” That’s a sort of problem.  So, 

Abraham didn’t feel like she could make a child, (00:14:14) in his 

flesh.  The energy wasn’t there.  The members were dead(ph), he 

didn’t feel like he can make a child. 

 

 How many of you with the dream and the promise that God has 

birthed into your spirit because it has been so long and because 

the thing is not coming to fruition, because you have not seen 

the promise, how many of you now feel like you just can’t do it?  

It has been too long, I’m too old, I’m too worn.  Feel like I just 

can’t do it. 
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 And Abraham had two problems.  He has had two problems.  

See, problems generally never comes singular.  Generally, they 

come more.  First of all, he didn’t feel like he can do it.  That’s 

one issue all by itself.  The next problem, he’s looking over to his 

wife.  She is 90 years old, been over. 

 

00:15:01 

 

 So, he didn’t feel like he can do it then he looked over to Sarah. 

Now, women, you all know the difficulty of childbirth.  It is 

perhaps especially in undeveloped countries where we don’t 
have all the modern medicine and technology.  It is the closest 

that a woman comes to death.  It is dangerous trying to carry.  

(00:15:25) young women, it’s hard trying to carry and to deliver 

a child and here, Abraham looked over at Sarah and she had 

been old and 90 years old.  My grandmother is 96, so my 

grandmother is 6 years older than Sarah was, but I could 

imagine even when grandma was 90 and if someone had 

approached grandma and tell my grandma, “The Lord has told 

me that you will have another child.”  Grandma would have 

been down on the floor right beside Abraham. 

 

 So, Abraham had two problems.  He did not feel like he could do 

it nor that he feel like anyone he was attached to could do it.  

Sometimes, it helps you, at least, if you can look over and even 

though you have been beaten, even though you had been 

battered, but hear you partner or you family member, or 

someone else, you see them strong and you say, “At least I know 

if I can’t make it, I can always go to them for help and they can 

pull me up.”  That helps when you have someone that you can 

tie your lifeline to and know that even if you take a risk and 

even if you’ve fallen in the pit, they can help pull you up. 

 

 But the problem with so many people have is they don’t feel like 

they can do it and they look around and everyone else that they 

look around and see in worse shape than they are.  So, they 

don’t have anyone who they are attached to that they can even 

depend upon.  So, Abraham had two problems.  He didn’t feel 

like he can do it and he looked over at Sarah that he didn’t feel 

like she can do it.  

 

 The promised child that they had was named Isaac.  How many 

of you all know what the name Isaac means?  Not a soul.  You’re 
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going to be surprised when you hear what it means.  Isaac 

means “he laughs.”  The name Isaac means “he laughs.”  
Abraham laughed, Sarah laughed and God told him, “You’re 

going to name this child ‘he laughs.’” 
 

 People, there were some things that God wants to do in our life 

that are so ridiculous to us and we can’t see any way in the 

world it can be done.  We laugh at it, “Hey, no way in the world.  

There’s no way in the world it’s going to happen.  You know, I’ve 

been like this for this long, it’s too late now.  I’m just going to 

resign myself to this situation.  You’re too late.  You didn’t tell 

me 20 years ago.  All right, I might listen to you, but now, no 

man.  It’s gone.  It’s over.  I’m so far over to here now, I can’t 
even remember to hunt.”  Do you know what I’m talking about?  

They named the child what God told them to name the child, “he 

laughs.” The father of faith presented with sufficient obstacle 

and lack of physical evidence.  Even he doubted just like you do 

and just like I do. 

 

 There have been some things that God has promised in my life 

that I was (00:18:57).  I have been ready for this thing a long 

time.  I haven’t been asking for stuff and you’ve been ready for 

the long, long time than you have been.  See, now, Abraham and 

Sarah had no children.  The man was rich, had over 300 

servants.  He had all these stuffs yet no children.  Abraham is a 

(00:19:15).  What do you think Abraham said at 60?  When?  65. 

When? 70. Look, what you are waiting? 80. You blessed me with 

all these stuff, I have no (00:19:30).  Look, I will be leaving all 

my stuff to my servant.  When? 85.  It’s getting ridiculous, Lord.  

This is getting ridiculous.  This is getting ridiculous. 90.  It’s 

over.  It’s over.  I am 90, Sarah 80, it’s over.  It’s over, too late.  

It’s over.  It’s over. So, it wasn’t so much that Abraham just 

started feeling like this and God told him.  Abraham have been 

feeling like this for decades. 

 

00:20:02 

 

 It’s over.  It’s gone.  It’s too late now.  Ninety-five, who could 

(00:20:06).  You got to be kidding.  Too many of us have gone 

through so much for so long that we’ve been lost hope that even 

when the Word of God comes to us, we cannot even accept nor 

believe it because it is too preposterous.  It happened to the 

father of faith and he just -- look, just let Ishmael be your 

blessing.  Let Ishmael be -- look, just let what I got to do because 
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I don’t even think I’m going to get what I’m supposed to.  Just 

let what I’ve got to do.  How many of you got to that point and 

you just say, “Look, I’m just making what I’ve got.  I’m not even 

thinking about the promise.  I’m not going to think about what I 

could do, what I could have, what I could be.  I’m just going to be 

what I am.  Well, I’m tired, I’m old, I mean it’s too long.  I’ve 

been beat up side here.  I’m just ready to get out of the ring, 

taking a rest and relax and just let like this go.” 
 

 Do you all know what I’m talking about?  That was life 

(00:21:04) just where Abraham had gotten to, the father of faith.  

That’s where Abraham had got to.  Lord, I don’t understand that 

stuff, some of the stuff can go so long, it beats you so hard, you 

guys have (00:21:18).  Some of you are just using different word.  

But it happens to all for this that we get beat and battered and 

in the state of despair and hopelessness, and it will never 

change and that will never be.  And that’s the lie of the devil 

because God has promised you more.  And even when you look 

at the name, Isaac, Isaac never did laugh confining when or 

about why Isaac laughed.  He was called, “he laughs,” but I 

couldn’t find anywhere in the Bible where Isaac actually 

laughed. 

 

 And Sarah even said once the child was born, Sarah said, “He’s 

brought me laughter” and everyone who hears about it laughs.  

See, the difference is this.  While the promise was coming, they 

laughed because they could not believe it.  When the promise got 

here, they laughed out of joy and that’s the way it works.  It 

looks so ridiculous that you can’t have it, that it won’t come that 

has not come, that it never will be.  But when it comes, you then 

begin to laugh out of joy.  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the three 

who the lineage has through, each had a different name that 

meant a different thing, and it tells us some what?  Of the story 

even of life.  Abraham, the father of the multitudes or the father 

of many nations.  Isaac, he laughs and Jacob mean the 

supplanter(ph) or the cheater. 

 

 We can’t believe it.  God gives it to us.  We laugh, we rejoice, we 

glory in it.  As time goes on, we cheat.  And as it gets far enough 

away from the event, we begin to take credit that belongs only to 

God, the father, the fruit and the supplanter.  And as another 

thing in flesh, it happens to most.  After Abraham had had the 

child and everybody was praying, Abraham’s thought, “We 

didn’t know,” (00:23:32) unless you know.  And that’s true.  See, 
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it’s the truth.  The child couldn’t get here.  You know Sarah and 

I had to -- I may be a 100, it may be no other roof.  You guys 

know what I’m saying?  This is what happened when Abraham 

after a while.  Maybe (00:23:54) because I’m firing the kitchen. 

 

 When God stepped in, he was down on the ground laughing.  

When God brought the miracles and it’s the way it happened in 

so many of our lives, the laughter of Abraham and Sarah and we 

have to be cautious on both of those hands on the laughter, and 

of where a promise has yet to manifest.  And then we have to be 

even more cautious because it’s more difficult on the writing 

after the promise has manifested for us not to cheat God out of 

His glory.  We’re all fathers and mothers in heaven within us, 

things that are to be birth of God.  We’re laughing (00:24:39) in 

joy when it comes, but be careful not to become the soul planter 

and the cheater. 

 

 For those of you who would like to hear this message again, 

simply go to airjesus.com and listen to the message, The 

Laughter of Abraham and Sarah, message number 5291.  You 

can email it to a friend absolutely free at airjesus.com.  Message 

number 5291.  We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of 

the Word, because brother, you need the word.  Amen. 

 

00:25:21 
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