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Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother, you 

need the word. 

 

 And today I want to ask you a question.  And the question is 

both a question and it is the title and subject of today’s message 

and the question is simply this, “When did you die?”  When did 

you die? 

 

 Death is perhaps the strongest memory impact that can impact 

the human mind.  Of the things that we shall deal with 

psychologically on the psychological trauma scale, the roughest 

thing that we will ever do as a traditional thing is death of a 

spouse.  It’s the hardest thing you’ll ever have to deal with.  

Now, this is of course assuming that you love the spouse and you 

didn’t kill the spouse.  But as a general psychological rule, death 

of a spouse is the hardest thing that we will ever have to deal 

with, and second to death of a spouse, actually, second to that is 

something else, but third to death of a spouse, divorce is the 

second thing, but third thing you will have to deal with is death 

of a child.  So, of the top three things that we’ll ever have to deal 

with that is psychologically scarring and traumatic, death is two 

of those top three. 

 

 In business, I used to basically handle much of the advertising 

creation and design for the company and I studied everything 

that I could get my hands on about advertising and the proper 

way and the most effective advertising.  And the most effective 

advertising is a type of advertising called subliminal 

advertising.  It is the type of advertising where you can 

influence a customer and they don’t even know they’re being 

influenced.  It’s the same stuff the devil uses best.  That’s why I 

say he was the most subtle creature in all of the garden.  

Anytime you can get something pass what is called the conscious 

guard and the conscious gate, you will have people doing stuff 

they don’t even know why they’re doing it.  All they know is 

they’re just doing it for some inkling and they don’t even 

understand it. 

 

 Well, there are two major mechanisms utilized in subliminal 

advertising.  The first of the major mechanisms and perhaps the 

one that you see and recognize the clearest is that of sex, where 

they’re selling a car and beside car, they’ve got this woman in 

this bikini selling the car.  Now, what does a woman in a bikini 

have to with the car?  It has nothing to do at all with the 
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performance of the car but it grabs attention.  It sells because 

sex simply sells.  And it even sells to Christian folks, do you all 

know that?  Sex sales is just -- it sells.  Well, sex is an obvious 

and a very commonly used mechanism out in the world, and to 

be honest about it, it’s used in the church too.  But it is the most 

common mechanism that is utilized. 

 

 The second mechanism that is utilized that people don’t 
recognize, it is one of the most subliminal and one of the most 

defective.  The second one that’s utilized in advertising is death.  

And you say, “How in the world is death used?”  If you know 

what to look for, you’ll see it.  And oftentimes when they are 

designing stuff and you look in the shadows, you see a picture of 

a dead face.  And they do it because they know that death is the 

strongest memory impact.  And see, all they want to do is to get 

you to memory to somehow burn the image of the product in 

your mind so that when you get to shelf, something about it 

makes you remember this product.  No matter how they can do, 

all they want to do is to get you to remember it.  And if they can 

get you to remember it, when you get to the grocery store or to 

the drug store, or to the automobile show room, when you get to 

the point of purchase, you will remember.  Well, death is one of 

the strongest triggers for those of you who are old enough, who 

remember on the day that President Kennedy was assassinated.  

Most everyone who’s old enough to remember, can remember 

exactly what they were doing. 

 

 I was walking down a hill coming from school on Rockmart 

Drive when someone pulled up beside me in a car.  I remember 

the hill, I remember the location, I remember the time of day, I 

remember even the spot on the hill and they told me President 

Kennedy had just been shot. 

 

 There’s something about death that burns itself into your mind, 

but when did you die?  See, all of these other deaths are older 

folks’ deaths.  But when did you die? 

 

 One of the most memorable deaths in the old testament is 

simply the prophet Isaiah. 

 

00:05:04 

 

 In Isaiah 6:1 where he says, “In the year that King who?”  You 

see, everybody that you see, you don’t know anything else about 
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King Uzziah, but he died.  And most of you knew and your 

familiar with the verse of Isaiah and this is when he really saw 

the light that in the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord.  

You don’t know a thing else about King Uzziah but did he die?  

There’s something about just the poetic beauty of that verse, 

something about the grandeur of it that here, you know that 

Isaiah saw the Lord in the year that king died.  Something 

about it is impacting and it burns itself into the conscious mind, 

dealing with death. 

 

 It is a thing that most of us fear.  We view it as the worst 

possible thing that can happen to us is that we die.  If we get an 

accident, as long as we survive and even if we’ve broken a couple 

legs(ph), as long we survive, the worst didn’t happen because we 

didn’t die.  We view death as the absolute possible worst thing 

that can happen to us in life and yet it is not so(ph) because if 

you don’t understand, and if you don’t know, and if you can’t 
recognize when you die, you will never truly live. 

 

 In the book of John chapter 12 verse 24, the bible says is, 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you.  Except a corn of wheat fall into 

the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth 

forth much fruit. He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that 

hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal.  If any 

man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall 

also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father 

honor.”  And here, Jesus says, “He that loveth his life shall lose 

it, and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto the 

eternal.” 
 

 It’s a deep verse but many of the things that Jesus say is deep 

and it’s contrary to the material existence.  He said, “Any man 

who just loves his life in this world, but he who hated his life, 

he’s the one who’ll be able to get eternal.”  But everyone of us is 

scared to death, to die.  And yet, you’ll never enter the Kingdom 

of Heaven, either literally or figuratively, unless you first die. 

 

 There was a preacher once preaching and he told everybody, he 

said, “Everybody who wants to go to heaven, come on down.  

Come on down if you want to go to heaven.”  And everyone else 

in the church just got up and they rushed down.  And there was 

man sitting back in the back who just didn’t move.  He thought 

that maybe the man was a little hard to hear.  He said, 
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“Everybody who wants to go to heaven, come on down!  Come on 

down!”  He just sat there like a lump on a log, wouldn’t move. 

 

 And after service, the preacher went up to the man and he said, 

“Did you hear me when I said, ‘Everyone who wants to go to 

heaven, come on down’?”  And he said, “Yeah, I heard you.”  He 

said, “Well, don’t you want to go to heaven?”  He said, “Yeah, but 

not right night now.” 
 

 See, the problem is everyone wants to go to heaven but no one 

wants to die.  No one wants to die.  And you will never get into 

eternal life, you’ll never get into the Kingdom of Heaven, you’ll 
never get true joy, you’ll never get true knowledge of God until 

you first die.  And there are some things within us and there are 

some things that are inherent within the flesh itself that until 

we learn how to die, those things will never be able to truly live 

under Christ. 

 

 See, the whole New Testament teaches us that it’s better on the 

other side, but no one wants to cross to the other side.  I’m not 

talking about physical death, even though that is a part of it.  

You cannot transcend into the true spirit world until you leave 

this body.  There’s just no two ways about it, you’re going to just 

have to die.  For eternal life, this body has a built-in self-

destruct time clock.  I mean, I could eat raw food and drink pure 

water and exercise for two hours.  I can do all of that stuff.  I 

could live out in rarified air of the mountains and I probably 

could extend the length of this body to a full 120 years, but even 

with doing everything that is absolutely correct or the natural, it 

still has a time clock. 

 

00:09:58 

 

 This body, no matter what I do, I can only prolong its demise.  I 

can’t stop.  Basically, some people say that good health and 

perfect health is simply the slowest possible rate in which you 

can die.  And that’s about to science a very pessimistic way to 

look at it, but it’s true.  You’re going to leave this body so you 

need to understand some things and you need to be able to 

actually ask yourself the question, “When did I die?” 
 

 Jesus said, John 3:3, “Jesus answered and said unto him, 

‘Verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born again, he cannot 

see the kingdom of God.’  Nicodemus saith unto him, ‘How can a 
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man be born when he is old?  Can he enter the second time into 

his mother’s womb, and be born?’”  Nicodemus was a master.  He 

said, “Jesus, you’re a master, you don’t know these things.”  
Some of this stuff is deep, you’re a tentative(ph) person.”  He 

said, “Some of this stuff is deep.  Some of this stuff is deep.  And 

Jesus said, “You have to be born again.”  But how are you going 

to be born again unless you first die?  And that’s the problem, is 

the rebirth process and even that, it’s deep and Nicodemus 

didn’t understand what in the world Jesus was talking about.  

He said, “Look, do I have to go back?  How can I go back into my 

mother’s womb and come out again as an old man?  How can I 

do this?  What is this stuff all about?  What do you mean you got 

to be born again?  What do you mean I got to do -- how can this 

be done?” 
 

 See, basically, most of the world’s religion in terms of afterlife is 

divided into two different trains of thought.  You have the 

Judeo-Christian-Islamic religions which stem all from the same 

Abrahamic tradition and they all believe fundamentally that you 

die and you go heaven or you go hell.  There are the Eastern 

religions who believe that you die and that you are reborn, 

what’s technically called the transmigration of souls or what’s 

commonly called reincarnation. 

 

 So, it’s a hole and the world is almost split right down the 

middle.  Half the religions believe you just die and go to heaven 

or hell, half the religions believe that you die and you’re reborn 

again and the position in which you’re reborn again is 

determined by what you did in your prior life.  To be perfectly 

honest about it, the Bible does not answer the question in 

reincarnation and you can interpret it, but to be honest about it, 

it doesn’t really answer the question.  Some of the disciples 

actually indicate that they believe.  Do you remember the man 

that was sitting out by the gate blind and he asked Jesus, he 

said, “Lord, who sinned?”  And he was born blind.  Who sinned, 

this man or his parents?  Now, the man was born blind.  So, if 

he’s born blind, how is he going to sin when he’s born blind? 

 

 There was a popular belief among the times of transmigration of 

souls.  And the Bible didn’t answer it because Jesus didn’t 
answer that question.  But this is the point, you are going to die.  

Turn to your friend and say, “You are going to die.”  And to get 

into heaven, you do need to kill some things within you that are 

not good.  You need to slay some things within you that’s 
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creating some problems and some issues in life.  You need to die 

and you need to be reborn again. 

 

 It’s the deep question that Nicodemus couldn’t understand and 

even at the time, see, even the Sadducees and the Pharisees, 

even they were split primarily over the question of what 

happens after you die.  So, that’s not a new issue.  It was an 

issue even among those in Judaism, even between the 

Sadducees and the Pharisees.  They couldn’t figure it out.  But 

one thing is clear, and you see, no matter which tradition, and 

just, even for the sake of arguments, say, even if the (00:13:57) 

had a grain of truth -- not saying they do but even if they did, 

still born out in heaven.  You don’t do right, you will catch hell 

one way or the other. 

 

 So, no matter.   What you’re arguing about is mechanism, but 

the truth of it, both of them say, “If you don’t do right, you’re 

going to catch it over and over and over and over for a long, long 

time.”  So, no matter which tradition you happen to subscribe to, 

the bottom line is you got to do right.  You got to do right.  And 

Jesus said, “You can’t enter the kingdom of heaven unless you 

are reborn.”  And I began to understand even on the deepest 

sense a lot of times that rebirth, because to be honest about it, 

people, a lot of bad stuff is put on us by our parents and I had 

the best of talents.  But do you know that was some stuff my 

daddy did I just say I just couldn’t do? 

 

 My daddy was a rough man.  My daddy sometimes had to go 

cussing.  Not cursing -- cussing.  My daddy will come home from 

work sometimes heart beating, my daddy would come and he 

would just -- that man because he would sometimes get like he 

would apologize, but sometimes, that man would just do some 

straight cold-heart cussing. 

 

00:15:16 

 

 And I had to deal with that and I had to look and see, none of us 

do that.  We have to be reborn from that.  There are some things 

that you will see your mother and your father do that you’re 

going to have to be reborn from.  And see, none of us are perfect. 

 

 There are some things that my children will see me do.  There 

are some habit patterns that I will have that my children will 

have to say, “Look, I am going to be better than what daddy was.  
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I am going to do some things differently than what my parents 

did.  I am going to take --” but in order to do that, you’ve got to 

be reborn. 

 

 And so, often, even dealing with counseling, when you go back 

and you start dealing with each, you find the same issues in the 

parents because they never got reborn just with what mom and 

daddy put on.  And sometimes, people, we could put some real 

mess on our kids.  Every attitude, they get how to handle life 

from how they see us handling life.  And if they see us handling 

life, fussing about everything, whining about everything, cussing 

about stuff.  Just if they see us handling life like that, they think 

that’s the way you’re supposed to handle life and some of you all 

have seen your parents like that and you’ve got to get reborn. 

 

 Some of you seen your parents with mom and daddy fussing and 

fighting all day long.  That’s all you know.  Some of you seen 

your daddy coming in drunk every day and that’s all you know.  

You got to get reborn.  And even the best of parents will put 

things on children because none of us in the flesh are perfect 

and that’s why we can truly not follow any men fully because we 

just got too many flaws. 

 

 But, people, the problem with being reborn is the same problem 

in the natural as it is in the spiritual.  See, even in the natural, 

when a child is just born the first time and crossing the barrier 

from womb to world, did you know that’s an issue?  Crossing the 

barrier from womb to world is an issue.  It’s an issue for the 

mama, it’s an issue for the baby.  The mama is hollering --.  My 

wife, as she was delivering the first child, the second child, the 

third child, and the fourth child, and she was delivering each 

child from womb to world, crossing the barrier from water into 

air, and she was delivering that, my wife was, “Whoohoo!  

Whoo!”  My wife just had to tell the nurse, she said, “I’m just 

sorry for acting like this.”  She said, “I’m sorry I’m cussing up 

this way.”  But my wife, and she just -- I mean, you all 

understand if you’ve had a child.  Men can only imagine.  But 

my wife, she was just, “Whoo!”  And she said, “I just don’t want 

to have any more babies because this thing is too rough.” 
 

 Crossing the barrier from womb to world is a difficult thing.  We 

don’t want to cross the barrier coming into the world and we 

don’t want to cross the barrier going out of the world because we 

just don’t want to see -- it’s not that heaven’s scares, but the 
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death.  Death scares us.  Death!  I just don’t want to die.  Death 

scares us even though Jesus says, “Look, our Father with a 

house with many mansions.”  Even though he got all these 

mansions up in heaven, even if we were living in an apartment 

down here, we don’t want to cross the barrier. 

 

 The things in us that we know need to die, we don’t want to 

cross the barrier because it hurts to change.  It hurts to 

eliminate some things.  Some of you all hate some folks right 

now.  I mean, you all just don’t like them, you hate them.  And 

maybe there’s a good reason.  I’m not saying that it’s not 

justified.  Maybe they just did to wrong, stabbed you in the back, 

twisted the knife, talked about you, lied on you, stole your 

husband, cheated with your wife.  They may have done 

something and you just hate them.  You just hate them. 

 

 Do you know to cross the barrier from hate to love?  You all say, 

“Whoo.”  That thing, to cross that barrier, Jesus said, “Love 

thine enemies.”  When someone has done you so wrong and 

slapped you so hard and the fingerprints are still on your face, 

do you know it is hard to go from hate, from this life from 

animosity to move from there, to cross the barrier of birth into 

love?  Do you know that’s hard?  But yet, until we can die to 

some of the things of the flesh, we will never truly ever enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but it is difficult and most people can never 

get across the barrier because they would not die to themselves. 

 

00:20:07 

 

 Turn to the person next to you and ask him, “When did you die?”  
See, if you have crossed into the kingdom of heaven on earth, 

you died.  And if you can’t remember when you died for this 

stuff, you didn’t die and you’re still living in sin and we’re still 

living in the flesh and it’s not easy because there is another 

principle of nature and that is that everything that is alive has a 

built-in self-preservation.  Everything that’s alive, every 

negative foul spirit and thought within you, none of them want 

to die.  They will fight to their last ounce of strength to cling and 

to hold on to you and to your world.  Nothing in nature wants to 

die.  Nothing in spirit wants to die.  Do you all know demons 

don’t want to die?  Nothing in spirit wants to die but yet there 

are some things when you recognize this stuff into your world, 

you got to kill something and you need to be able to answer the 

question on a whole lot of (00:21:07) when you die to this thing? 
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 In Romans 8:35, Paul says, “Who shall separate us from the love 

of Christ?  Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?”  That’s a good 

question.   Yeah, it will separate you.  Everyone with a fancy 

name.  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ, everything 

he named?  Tribulation, does all right.  You’re seeing folks do 

enough stuff, they don’t even believe in God.  You’re seeing folks 

do enough, all of it.  “I get to pray and confess all the time.  I’ve 

been going through so much stuff, I don’t even believe that 

there’s God anymore.”  Yeah, tribulation will separate a folk 

from the love, yeah, it will.  They will say not even God will put 

them through enough stuff, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness.  That’s basically when you show the 

reason, you (00:22:00) show the money long enough.  And will it 

separate them?  Yes, it will. 

 

 It doesn’t mean that Christ stopped loving you, but it does mean 

you stopped loving Christ.  You’ve led enough folk go through 

enough stuff, stuff will separate people from God all day long.  

Yeah, it’ll separate them all day long as it is written for thy 

sake, we are killed all the day long. We are accounted as sheep 

for the slaughter.  Nay.  In all these things, we are more than 

conquerors through him than love does for I am persuaded, and 

see, you got to be persuaded.  It means that he is convinced that 

he is unmovable.  See, sometimes, people, when there’s 

something that you truly know that you know beyond a shadow 

of a doubt and you know that you know.  See, a lot of times, 

people are moved away from God because they’re really not sure 

to start with.   See, anytime, you got to believe that is 

unshakeable no matter what happens. 

 

 Paul said, “For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor 

angels, nor prince of palaces, nor powers, nor things present, nor 

things to come, nor height, nor death, nor any other creature 

shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in 

Christ Jesus, our Lord.”  Know the words of Paul, he said, 

“Nothing.”  But you know there was one thing he left out.  You 

all ask, “What did Paul leave out?” 
 

 Paul said this, he says, “Nor things present, nor things to come.”  
He didn’t say a thing about things in the past.  Some of you all 

are separated from God by the stuff in the past and you let past 
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to keep you from fully realizing and understanding the love of 

God.  I’m here to tell you, people, that stuff has to die. 

 

 Turn to the person next to you, ask them, “When did you die?”  
And if we can just get past stuff cleared.  That’s why Paul says, 

“Looking for surprise, forgetting the things of the past.”  If we 

can just get the past stuff cleared and get a lof of this stuff out of 

our spirit about folk have done to us in the past and die.  Cross 

the barrier from world to the kingdom, you’ll live not only 

eternal, but you’ll live in joy on this earth. 

 

 If you would like to hear this sermon again, simply go to 

airjesus.com.  It is sermon number 5292, When did you die?  

Sermon number 2592.  You can also email it to a friend 

anywhere in the world absolutely free of charge at airjesus.com. 

We thank you for watching Brothers of the Word because 

brother, you need the word. 

 

 Amen, amen and amen. 

 

00:25:02 
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