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Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother, you 

need the word.  And I want to talk with you today about the 

voices of flesh and spirit.  It’s something that all of us wrestle 

with and all of us deal with. 

 

 And today, we’ll be studying from Matthew Chapter 16, 

beginning at the 13th verse and this is the story that virtually 

all of you are familiar with but it is a story of a battle that we all 

deal with almost on a daily basis.  And Matthew Chapter 16 

beginning at 13th verse in the King James version.  

 

 And it reads, “When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea 

Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, “Whom do men say that 

I the Son of man am?” And they said,” Some say that thou art 

John the Baptist; some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of 

the prophets.” He saith unto them, “But whom say ye that I 

am?” And Simon Peter answered and said, “Thou art the Christ, 

the Son of the living God.”  And Jesus answered and said unto 

him, “Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath 

not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.” 
 

 And I say also unto thee, “That thou art Peter, and upon this 

rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not 

prevail against it.  And I will give unto thee the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth 

shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on 

earth shall be loosed in heaven.  Then charged he his disciples 

that they should tell no man that he was the Christ.” 
 

 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, 

how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of 

the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be 

raised again the third day.  Then Peter took him, and began to 

rebuke him, saying, “Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be 

unto thee.”  But he turned, and said unto Peter, “Get thee 

behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou 

savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of 

men.” 
 

 And here in these 13 verses or 10 verses in Matthew, here you 

see Peter go from one extreme to the other.  You see the instance 

of where Jesus asked Peter.  He said -- and it’s interesting what 

Jesus asked Peter.  Because when Jesus asked Peter who he 
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was, he also told him who he was.  He said, “Whom do men say 

that I the Son of man am?” 
 

 So, when Jesus asked Peter who he was, he told him who he was 

and then when Peter answered, “Thou art Son of the living God, 

Thou art the Christ.”  He said that surely flesh and blood have 

not revealed this to you because I told you who I was.  And yet, 

you gave me back an answered different from what I told you.  I 

asked you, “Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?” and 

you said that I am the Son of the living God, Jesus the Christ. 

 

 You gave me back an answered different than what flesh and 

blood told me.  The voice of flesh and spirit.  Do you know 

sometimes people can tell you that there’s one thing but your 

spirit picks up another, sometimes a person can tell you, “You 

know I love you” but your spirit picks up another.  “You know, I 

really only want the best for you” but your spirit picks up 

another.  They will tell you they’re one thing, but there is 

something in your spirit that picks up that they’re something 

else. 

 

 And Peter was able to discern not from what Jesus said of the 

flesh of who he was.  He was able to discern his true nature and 

who he truly was.  Do you know people, if you just have the gift 

of discernment of spirit, do you know that it’ll keep you at a 

whole lot of trouble?  If you can just look into the hearts of men 

and the hearts of women, and if you can just have the 

discernment of spirit to know who someone really is and what 

their real intentions are for you, do you know that will keep you 

out of a whole lot of trouble. 

 

00:05:09 

 

 If you can just see the true person, the voice of flesh and spirit, 

but often times, we are so in the flesh, we cannot heed the spirit 

because usually with other people, we cannot see beyond the 

flesh.  Do you know if a woman looks a certain way?  Men has a 

hard time trying to find the spirit 

 

 If her chest is jotting out in his face, the man can’t see the heart 

but the chest.  Now, I don’t want to get detail into that, but you 

all get the gentle gist of it.  The man is blinded because he 

cannot see spirit because of flesh and flesh has a loud voice.  The 

voice of spirit is subtle and soft.  Flesh will speak it.  It vibrates 
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and reverberates all through your whole being when someone 

really just hits you, that thing shakes you all through. 

 

 I mean, you understand, you just feel it all through, but the 

voice of flesh, when it’s something that you really want, when 

the flesh reacts.  If you go by a restaurant or someone cooking 

and you smell something that is real good, your mouth begins to 

salivate and in your mind begins to think it and see that the 

saliva starts to flowed just from the smell of the food.  The flesh 

reacts strongly and there will be something in your spirit which 

may say, “You know that you do not need that.” 
 

 But the flesh, it’s so much louder than the spirit, but yet, there 

is a voice of flesh and there is a voice of spirit and there is a time 

when you need to truly be able to hear them both because your 

flesh talks to you and we’re able to listen and discern even of the 

flesh, it’ll keep us out of a lot of trouble.  Do you know there’s 

hardly anything as a sudden illness? 

 

 Hardly anything as I said, your body’s been trying to tell you 

long before you have a massive heart attack something wasn’t 
right.  You’ve been getting a burn here, a headache here -- 

you’ve been having all kind of issues before massive go -- you’re 

just generally never find anyone who just suddenly, without any 

warning drop dead.  The flesh even tries to talk to you and to 

tell you something is not right within but the flesh has a voice 

and the spirit has a voice and we need to be able to heed, hear 

and understand and discern them both to be able to understand 

the voice, flesh and of spirit. 

 

 And you see, the voice of flesh is so powerful and it works so well 

in our lives in terms of controlling us.  Because the voice of flesh 

will generally speak unto the things that the flesh wants and we 

live in the flesh 24/7.  We’re not in the spirit all of the time.  I 

don’t know anyone who dwells in the spirit all of the time.  You 

know, I don’t care how spiritual you are if someone pushes your 

button the wrong way, long enough.  I don’t care how much in 

the spirit you are, there’s something about flesh that would just 

rise up. 

 

 I’m one of the calmest people that I know.  I can control myself 

almost better than anyone I know.  I can keep my -- but then 

there’s sometimes and there’s just some situation, when you 

know folk can -- do you understand what I’m talking about?  I 
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mean that I don’t care how spiritual you are, there are just some 

situations when flesh rises up and it almost becomes blinding.  

It is so strong.  The voice of flesh is loud.  The voice of spirit is 

soft. 

 

 That’s why only Peter, out of all the disciples could hear the 

voice of spirit even though they all walked with Jesus and the 

voice of flesh will lead us into things that we naturally want and 

it will also lead us into the path that is naturally easier.  

 

 You all know we just came back from abroad and I had an 

interesting experience while I was there in Ukraine, over near 

Russia, and as we got there, the first day, we had an opportunity 

to just tour the city and see some of the things that the ministry 

had that we were going to minister to him.  We saw that drug 

rehabilitation center and they had a soup kitchen where they 

fed people. 

 

 But later on, that night we were supposed to go and all three of 

us, we were speaking at different churches. 

 

00:10:01 

 

 And God had already spoken into my spirit that which I was 

going to speak on and I had my notebook computer there in the 

hotel room and I had typed it all out and typed it up and took it 

down to the business office to see if they could print it out, and 

they were able to print out my sermon and I had it in a plastic 

folder.  And I was there in the lobby alone because C. Elijah and 

Dale had already gone to their respective churches that they 

were going to preach, the driver picked them up. 

 

 And I was sitting there in the lobby, sitting on the sofa alone 

and a man walked in and he walked over to the counter in the 

hotel and then he immediately turned and walked over to me 

and just grabbed my paper and tried to rest it out of my hand.  

And I’m sitting there shocked that this man would come over 

and just grab my paper and try to put it out of my hand.  And he 

was a big Russian.  You all say, “big Russian.”  He was a big 

Russian. 

 

 Now, I’m not a small man and I’m not a weak man, but I’m just 

was not prepared for a big Russian at the time and he 

practically grabbed --  and because it was in the plastic folder, 
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that’s the only reason it didn’t tear because he put so much 

force, but I’m not weak, so I held on.  And then he was grabbing 

and pulling and I was holding, so what in the world? 

 

 And the hotel staff came over and grabbed him, two or three 

men and they took him back in the room in the back, and then 

one of the people came up to me and they said, “We’re sorry, but 

he’s just been drinking.”  And maybe he had been drinking and 

maybe not because I was different.  I was from a different 

country and they were differences there.  And sometimes, when 

you’re different, folk don’t like you. 

 

 And then as soon as that incident was over, the driver came in.  

Actually, it was the interpreter and she came in and we went to 

the street to wait on the driver, and finally, the driver pulled up 

and he was on a black S500 Mercedes.  So, we got in the 

backseat, headed to the church and as we went there, traffic was 

heavy and the traffic was stopped.  And all of a sudden, the man 

just yanked the car to the left, jammed on the gas and shut 

down near the side of the street and this was in the opposite of 

traffic, the light hadn’t change yet so the lane was clear. 

 

 He yanked the car out to the left, jammed on the gas and just 

shut down and speed about 95 miles an hour and he went back 

over.  I said, “What in the world going on here?”  I mean, both 

myself and the interpreter went down and checked our seatbelts 

and the man did that about five or six times.  He would just 

yank, barrel down the street and traffic coming, and we could 

see cars and he would just -- I say, “What in the world are?”  
 

 You see, the Mercedes 500, it has a big engine.  It has a power.  I 

have an S430 and that car is fast as I don’t know, but the 500 

even has a bigger motor and the man, that -- just jerked, he just 

be going through, pushing us and the man was just shooting 

down on the roadside of the road and went back in.  I’m sitting 

there.  I said, “What in the world?”  Finally, got us to the church 

and I was just glad to get out of that car and I was glad to get 

back to the United States. 

 

 Now, when I got to the church, and when I got up to begin 

preaching, I began preaching for my sermon outline.  And let me 

tell you, the other side of the story.  You all say, “the other side 

of the story.”  What you have just head is the fleshly side of the 

story.  Let me tell you the spirit side of the story.  As I was 
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typing out my sermon from the message that God had given me, 

God spoke to me and He said, “You don’t need that paper.”  I 

said, “Well, Lord.  I know.  I mean, I never look.  I’m over here 

on another country, I don’t speak the language.  I’m different.  

I’m a different nationality than everybody around me.” 
 

 I said, “Look, this paper will make sure that I don’t forget stuff.  

I have to go to a translator” and I said, “This is the first time I 

will ever have spoken to a translator.  This paper will keep me 

on trace.” He said, “You don’t need that paper.”  I said, “I’m 

going to carry this paper along.”  You all understand that?  You 

all understand?  See, that’s the force.  I’m going to take this 

paper.  This paper is security so just in case my mind goes 

blank, I know I have this paper.  I’m taking this paper. 

 

 You see, when the big Russian came and tried to snatch the 

paper out of my hand, it looked like the devil. 

 

00:15:03 

 

 He wasn’t the devil and it wasn’t until later that I understood it, 

as I began preaching and after about 10 or 15 minutes, you can 

feel the vibration of the crowd and I was able to feel something 

was cold.  So, what I have to do, I took that notebook.  I closed it 

up and I walked away from the podium and the minute that I 

did that, everything changed.  The whole spirit in the place 

changed.  By the time I got through, the pastor stood up and 

then he fell down on his knees, in front of his wife and he began 

almost just weeping and crying out to his wife, making a 

confession. 

 

 And then he turned around towards me, got down on his knees 

and he’s a pastor, “Would you please just lay your hand on my 

head and just anoint me.”  And then he said, “Look, I want to 

just take up an offering for this man.”  And they began to take 

up an offering and everyone in the church came about and God 

spoke to me. 

 

 He said, “You shall not take one dime from this church.”  He 

said, “You put this back in and see, and I’ll multiply it back into 

your life a thousand folds.” And that’s why often times people, 

we don’t understand to be able to listen to the voice of spirit and 

God will have to send a big Russian into our lives.  And see, the 

man did not attack me, he attacked the paper.  The man was 
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just trying to do what God had already told me.  God told me, 

“You don’t need that paper.” 

 

 So, the big Russian, all he was trying to do was pull the paper 

out of my hand.  He wasn’t drunk.  He was operating under the 

wisdom of God.  He was operating -- that man was a servant of 

God.  For all that I know, that was an angel and I was wrestling 

with an angel.  You don’t understand that when God is bringing 

something into you, but I was operating with the voice of flesh.  

God was speaking to me in the voice of spirit. 

 

 But sometimes, people, we are scared to move into the voice of 

spirit for so many reasons.  Flesh is comfortable.  Flesh is what 

we want to do.  Flesh is something that it grants us some more 

stuff, grants us some control.  It’s what we want.  That voice of 

spirit sometimes but you have to lay yourself on the -- you don’t 
know what’s going to happen. 

 

 And as I was walking out of the church, an old lady came up to 

me and the interpreter was with me so she had to talk to the 

interpreter and she looked at me and she said, “Pastor, I do not 

have any money but I want to give you something” and she took 

from her bosom.  She took an ink pen and she said, “Would you 

please just accept this ink pen?’ 
 

 I said, “God told me not to take a dime he said nothing about an 

ink pen.”  And often, I knew that, it would bless the lady 

because she wanted to give and that was all that she had.  She 

had no money and this lady was just like the widow’s mite, it 

was all she had and I could tell that the ink pen, it was not Marc 

Blanc, it was one of those free ink pens, you could tell one of 

them free plastic, cheap ink pen, but it was all she had. 

 

 And she was in the essence saying to me, “I don’t have any 

money.”  And she did not know that I have not taken any of the 

money from the church because I only told the pastor that.  So, 

she thought the offering that everyone had put in, she didn’t 
know that I didn’t have any church’s money.  So, she said, 

“Please, would you please just take this ink pen.  Can I give you 

this?” 
 

 And I took the ink pen and I thanked her for it and I looked at 

it, but I couldn’t read it because it was written in Ukrainian.  So, 

whatever was on it, I couldn’t even read it.  And the next day, as 
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we were sitting there in the room, all of us together and the 

interpreter was there.  I asked, I said, “Look.  Can you -- “ I 

brought the pen, I said, “Can you tell me what this pen says 

because I can’t read it.”  And he took it and he said, “This is from 

our mayoral election and it is the slogan of the mayor that he 

used in the campaign and the pen says this, “You have a right to 

a better life.” 
 

 And it was something about it, when I heard it.  There was 

something that just hit me about this thing.  “You have a right 

to a better life.”  This lady had given me something that told me 

that I have a right to a better life.  And this lady was operating 

out of spirit. 

 

00:20:00 

 

 See normal wisdom and that of the flesh would have said.  She 

knew that I was from America.  She knew that this was a cheap 

give away pen.  She knew that (00:20:08) coming up to a Pastor 

and giving him just a cheap give away ink pen would have been 

enough but there, she was following spirit and when I heard 

what was written on the pen, it hit all of us in the room and as 

we were driving back, they all kept saying, they said, “That lady 

really gave you something.” 
 

 And he said, you know, “I think that’s the name of your next 

book.”  And I said, “Sure is because it’s on a pen.”  Just turn to 

the person next to you and just tell them, “You have a right to a 

better life.”  And if we learn how to listen to the voice of spirit, 

and this loud clinging, clamoring, pressing, forcing voice of flesh.  

If we can learn to listen to God’s spirit that He has placed on the 

inside of us, and there’s so many answers as people where we 

deal with people every day. we deal with thing every day.  And 

there will be an inner voice that will tell you, “Don’t react like 

that.  Do this the way Jesus would do it.  React with love.  Lord, 

it got my blood boiling.  That’s the voice of flesh. 

 

 And if we can just learn to listen to the voice of spirit, we won’t 
have to deal with those big Russians and those dangerous cars.  

And you see, I realized that by having the paper with me, I had 

something with me that violated God’s word.  And whenever you 

have something with you that violates God’s word, you place 

yourself directly in the path of danger.  And because it was just 

with me, I mean, you said, “Well, Pastor, that’s just a piece of 
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paper and it had God’s word and the message.  Yup.  God told 

me not to take it.” 
 

 See, no matter how good it may look, no matter how good it may 

sound, if it is something that is against God’s will for your life.  

Now, see, C. Elijah could have taken the paper, fine.  No 

problem.  He could have a whole encyclopedia with, it would be 

no problem.  See, and sometimes, God will tell you write your 

stuff up and you outlined it and you get it together and you put 

on these note cards, but the key is not what it is, is it in line 

with what God has spoken unto you. 

 

 And when you learn to become sensitive to the spirit of God, it 

will keep you out of so much trouble.  It will keep you out of 

places where you should not be and if you are in a place, if you 

listen to the spirit of God, he’ll get you out of it.   I mean, I’ve 

been in some situation.  I never will forget, there’s a fellow in 

the street and he needed some money and I gave him.  He said, 

“Look, can you just take me to get some gas out my car?”  And 

so, I remember he got in my Corvette, drove around to some 

apartment.  He went in to get the gas can and God spoke to me 

and he said, “Get out of here now.” 
 

 Now, I have no idea whether the fellow was coming back with -- 

I don’t even what, I don’t know what would happen. I just don’t 
know.  And you know the reason that I don’t know, because I put 

that car -- almost like that man in Ukraine, back it up.  When I 

spoke that to me, he said, “Get out of here now.”  The fellow 

looked all right.  I look like I was in much better shape.  I looked 

like I could have taken it. 

 

 If it boiled down to it, I felt like I could have taken it, but that 

wasn’t the point.  When God spoke the word, “Get out of there 

now.”  It was the voice of spirit and there some things about the 

voice of spirit that when you learn to become sensitive to it, it 

will keep you out of things.  And it will take to things of where 

you are supposed to be but you must be able to hear the voice of 

spirit and you must be able to let that over ride the voice of self 

and the voice of flesh. 

 

 People, you have a right to better life.  You have a right to a 

better life.  It’s what the constitution of the United States says.  

You have the inalienable right for the pursuit of happiness.  It 

didn’t say you have the right to happiness; it said you have a 
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right for the pursuit of it.  But I’ m here to tell you, you have a 

right to a better life, but you will never have a better life if you 

don’t learn to heed and hear the voice of God. 

 

 Who do you say that I am?  And people, it’s not going to matter 

what the rest of man say Jesus is.  It’s going to matter who do 

you say. 

 

00:25:03 

 

 And when you learn, and some of you say, “Well, Pastor.  I just 

can’t hear the Lord.”  It’s in the Word.  See, if you just follow 

what says here, you don’t even have to worry about finding a 

whole lot of stuff, but the voice of flesh and all spirit.  Learn to 

heed what God is speaking to you people and you will have a 

better life. 

 

 I thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word.  If you 

would like to hear this message again or send it to a friend, you 

can hear it again or email it, absolutely free at airjesus.com.  

This is message number 5299.  Go to airjesus,com, enter sermon 

number 5299, “The Voices of Flesh and Spirit.”  We thank you 

for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word. 

 

 Amen.  Amen.  And people, I just hope that you learn to listen to 

what God is speaking unto you today.  If you heed it, it will 

change your world and understand this, the voice of God does 

not necessarily send you through an easy way, but it is always 

the easiest way.  It’s not necessarily an easy way but it is always 

the easiest way.  God spoke some stuff to me.  He said, “Look, 

you have a destiny to fulfill and you’re going to do it, the easy 

way of heart when you choose and I can tell you people, the hard 

ways --  

 

 The easy way is not easy, but it’s the easiest way.  The hard way 

-- and some of us just have to go through just almost getting our 

head knocked off to learn, to listen to the word of God.  It’s not 

easy but it’s the easiest because it will save us so much trouble 

and turmoil and disaster and disruption of spirit.  Because when 

you listen to the voice of God, even in the storm you got peace.  

There have been some things God has just told me.  He said, 

“Just don’t say a word about that.  Just ignore it.” 
 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5299.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5299.mp3 

 I was at my house and they were doing some construction and 

there’s a lake in my backyard and with the construction, they 

were muddying  and up the lake and everyday I would look out 

on my window, I love the beauty of looking at the lake and it’s 

full of mud and God says, “Ignore it.  Don’t say a word about it.”  
Every day, I get up -- You don’t understand my face -- He said, 

“Don’t say a word about it” and I would pass the people doing 

the construction, the person in charge of it and I would hear the 

voice of God. “Don’t say -- “  I wanted to pull over so bad. 

 

 Have you all just wanted -- just so bad.  Yeah.  Messing up the 

lake -- That’s what I wanted to say.  You all say, “So bad.” I 

wanted to do it so bad and God said, “Ignore it.  Don’t say a word 

about it.”  The inspector even came up to the house and because 

we were doing some way and he was asking about the lake and 

he said, “That lake is muddy” he said.  And I wanted to tell the 

inspector so bad, “That ain’t lake supposed to be like that.” -- I 
wanted to say it so bad, but I heard God’s voice again simply 

saying, “Ignore it.  Don’t say a word about it.” 
 

  I still don’t know the full purpose of that, but I do know this.  It 

helped to train my spirit, to learn to be able to ignore stuff.  It 

really will not make a difference anyway.  You know, when you 

really look -- the lake was muddy.  It’s crystal clear now and 

sometimes we have to even ask ourselves, what difference is this 

stuff going to make five years down the road? 

 

 See, some of us have muddy water and we sit there and fuss and 

complain and some folk would just gone to war over that muddy 

water, instead of being thankful that I have a lake view even if 

the water is muddy, so what?  Doesn’t it really make that much 

of a difference?  When you learn to listen and see people, when 

you learn to hear God, that’s kind of some of the stuff He will 

tell you.  You don’t want to hear all of the stuff.  You want to 

have your stuff, your own, -- I have to put a curse word to really 

describe it. 

 

00:30:01 

 

 But your own blank way, I mean, that’s really the way.  I mean, 

sometimes --  you don’t want to have a stuff the way God 

describes it.  You want to handle stuff your own way, but our 

own way leads us into trouble and war and turmoil.  God’s way, 
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it will lead you into peace and there would be some things that 

God will just tell you, just ignore it.  Just ignore it. 

 

 “But you don’t understand it”, yes the Lord understands and you 

hear it on your own spirit softly because the flesh is highly 

reliable for you to do something about this.  Say something 

about this.  I saw a commercial not too long ago and it’s a couple 

sitting on one end and there’s a lady on the other end, and the 

lady is picking up the spoon and just looking at the spoon and all 

this kind, just really looking at the spoon, and at the end of the 

commercial, goes off, “When you really didn’t say what you 

wanted to say to your mother in-law.” 
 

 See, that lady was held by spirit because flesh wants to rear up 

and do so much stuff the spirit will tell us.  It’s not the way 

Jesus would handle this.  The voices of flesh and of spirit.  

People, I hope you learned to heed the voice of the holy spirit 

and when you do, you will have their life. 

 

00:31:46 
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