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Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word.  Because brother, you 

need the word.  Amen, amen.  And today -- and I didn’t even 

realize -- even as God spoke that brother, you need the word.  

When we’re at the recent seminar, it was some people who 

would come here from a very, very long distance.  And they said, 

“I’ve been watching you on TV for a long time.”  And they said, 

“The main thing I want -- they say, “Can you just do that, 

“Brother, you need the word” for me?” 
 

 So, it does stick with people but today, we’re going to be 

studying from the book of 2 Corinthians, 8th Chapter, beginning 

at the 18th verse.  And you can just listen as I read because I’m 

going to be reading the New Living Translation version today so 

that you can understand it a little bit clearer. 

 

 2 Corinthians, 8th chapter, beginning at the 18th verse.  New 

Living Translation.  “We are also sending another brother with 

Titus.  He is highly praised in all the churches as a preacher of 

the good news.  He was appointed by the churches to accompany 

us as we take the offering to Jerusalem —a service that glorifies 

the Lord and shows our eagerness to help.  By traveling 

together, we will guard against any suspicion for we are anxious 

that no one should find fault with the way that we are handling 

this generous gift.  We are careful to be honorable before the 

Lord, but we also want everyone else to know we are honorable.  

And we are also sending with them another brother who has 

been thoroughly tested and has shown how earnest he is on 

many occasions.  He is now even more enthusiastic because of 

his increased confidence in you.” 
 

 And today, I want to talk from the subject of Unquestionable 

Integrity.  Unquestionable Integrity.  And this really -- it sort of 

stands from recently, I found out that the university, 

Northwestern University office for research integrity, they had 

taken one of my quote and made it basically the theme for their 

department.  And for those of you who are familiar with 

Northwestern University, you know that’s a huge university 

complex and they have a tremendous research department 

there.  And on their office of research integrity website, they 

have my quote at the top of every single page.  And the quote, it 

reads, “No one will question your integrity if your integrity is 

not questionable.” 
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 And they took this quote and actually, I published it in a 

Mountain Wings issue, and people read Mountain Wings in all 

walks of life, all levels, all over the world.  So, evidently, 

someone at Northwestern at that department read Mountain 

Wings and they chose to make that particular quote the theme 

for their department.  Because when doing a research, often 

times, the integrity of the researcher and the integrity of the 

research comes into place, and people will question the research.  

So basically, they wanted to use that quote and basically, that 

no one will question your integrity if your integrity is not 

questionable. 

 

 And do you know sometimes, some of us can develop a 

questionable reputation as far as integrity goes.  There are some 

people whose integrity is so solid that you don’t even question 

them.  And yet there are other people, if they tell you something, 

you have to go and check it even if it seems obvious, because 

their integrity is questionable.  And when you have -- You see, 

let me tell you how a person’s integrity gets to be questionable.  

It gets to be questionable whenever they have lied to you just 

once.  Whenever someone has lied to you just one time, you kind 

of wonder if they’re telling you the truth the next time.  And in 

the next time, in everything they tell you, you have to put on a 

magnifying glass because you basically question their integrity. 

 

 And here’s what Paul was saying.  He was like, “Look.  We’re 

going to send some -- we’re taking this offering, this generous 

gift that you have given us.  We’re going to take this to 

Jerusalem.  But just so you won’t be able to say we did anything 

unquestionable with the money, we’re going to send someone 

with them.”  Now understand, these were apostles.  These were 

people who are setting up churches.  They were (00:04:40) 

bishops.  They were going and setting up and starting -- these 

were the fundamental foundational apostles of Christianity and 

as they were going throughout the land, setting up and teaching 

and preaching but yet, Paul said, “Look, I’m going to send some 

folk with these folks just to make sure that you can’t even say 

we did anything funny with this money.” 
 

00:05:04 

 

 Because Paul knew two things.  He first of all knew that people 

will question money.  That’s the first thing Paul knew.  So, he 

was going to send someone -- he sends on a brother with them 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5305.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5305.mp3 

and (00:05:20) send in another brother who has earned our 

trust.  So, he had them surrounded on both ends by brother and 

with that money.  He knew that people would be questionable 

whenever someone had a large sum of money going anywhere 

with it.  Paul knew that people would question the money.  

That’s the first thing Paul knew.  You all say “first thing.”  
That’s the first thing Paul knew.  Anytime you are entrusting 

with a large amount of money, people will have questions about 

that money.  That’s the first thing Paul knew. 

 

 The second thing Paul knew was this.  He knew he better send 

somebody with them with that money.  See, the second thing 

that Paul knew, he knew human nature.  And here, even with 

Jesus, with his 12 disciples, the very one who betrayed him was 

the very one who was entrusted with the money.  Judas was the 

treasurer.  So, Paul knew human nature and Paul knew that if 

he was sending someone with a huge amount of money, Paul 

knew that he better send somebody along left side and on the 

right side just to make sure that they didn’t get tempted with 

the money, because what could happen? 

 

 See, my daddy always used to say -- he said, “You need to put 

good guidelines and safeguards in place.”  Because he said about 

25% of the people are just honest.  They won’t steal.  They won’t 
do anything -- they’re just honest.  He said, “25% of the people 

are just dishonest.  They’re just looking for an opportunity to rip 

you off.”  But he said, “50% of the folks, it depends on the 

circumstances.”  It really depends on whether the brother went 

on looking over their shoulder.  It depends on the circumstances.  

So, he said, “That’s why you need to have good guidelines into 

place because 75% of the folk, it really depends on what’s in 

place and who’s looking at them whether or not they would do 

something crooked.” 
 

 But you see, no one will ever question your integrity if your 

integrity is not questionable.  And we, as the body of Christ, 

need to learn how to have unquestionable integrity.  Wherein 

people see you -- there’s not a question, there’s not a doubt in 

their mind that this is a person that I can trust. 

 

 Let me tell you how bad it is even in the church.  Whenever you 

go to a large gathering and they call for salvation, what is the 

other sentence they will put on the end to that that you get rid 

of to become well?  Bring your pocketbook.  They will tell you, 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5305.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5305.mp3 

“Get up and come on.  Look, this isn’t church.”  So, everyone who 

is there is in church, but they were universally saying, “You all 

get up and come on down.  Anyone who wants to receive Jesus, 

get up and come on down.”  But when you get up, get your 

pocketbook, then you have to learn how to read between the 

lines.  What they were saying is, “Get your pocketbook and bring 

your pocketbook with you.”  But this is what is between the 

lines, because the person who is sitting to the left of you and the 

person who is sitting to the right of you, even though they are in 

church, even though they may be dressed up, even though they 

may look like a saint, the person to the left of you and the 

person to the right of you, you cannot trust them with your 

pocketbook.  So, get your pocketbook and come on down and 

receive Jesus. 

 

 We need to have unquestionable integrity.  Where within the 

body of Christ, where when people hear that you are a 

Christian, they need to have unquestionable integrity.  

Unfortunately, it’s just not their way right now.  That when 

people hear that, they don’t have some questions.  And Paul 

said, “I don’t even want to give the appearance to the people of 

unquestionable.  I want to make sure that absolutely no one 

anywhere that can question anything about this money.”  And 

see, just even Paul understood something, even within the 

church. 

 

 Do you know you need to be able to have the church records 

where people can come and look at them if they want to?  I told 

you, open it before.  Anyone in this church who wants to come 

and see every detail of the finances is welcome but you got one 

criteria.  You’re going to have to be in covenant yourself.  So, 

you’re not a convent, don’t even ask because I’m not going to 

show them to you, because you don’t have a right to see it.  See, 

you want faithful with your stuff and you want to come here -- 

So that’s first rule, you need to be faithful with your stuff. 

 

00:10:08 

 

 Because see, some who are not faithful with their stuff, they like 

to start up a whole lot of mess.  I just know that just from track 

records, just dealing with other stuff.  Folks who are not faithful 

with their stuff, they just love it.  But anyone who is in 

covenant, and you wanted -- the only thing that you cannot see 

is you cannot see how much everyone else has given, but I will 
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give you permission if you want to see how much I give and I’ll 
give you permission to see that.  But no one else. 

 

 So, the church records, even they need to be open because the 

church often don’t have anything to hide.  The church records 

are going to be open so no one can say, “I wonder what they are 

doing with the money.”  And as long as you are doing what 

you’re supposed to be doing with your money, then you have the 

right to come and see what is being done with your money 

within this organization and within this body of Christ.  And I 

just want to give you -- just kind of a few keys so we can learn to 

develop unquestionable integrity, so that that without a doubt, 

people would have confidence and they have faith just in us as 

Christians. 

 

 John said -- when the publicans came to him to be baptized and 

they asked him, “What should they do?”  In Luke 3:13, he says 

this, “And he said unto them, exact no more than that which is 

appointed to you.”  John told them basically, he said, “Look, 

don’t take anything that you’re not supposed to.”  Turn to the 

person next to you and say, “Don’t take what’s not yours.”  Just 

that one little rule will go a long way in developing integrity.  

Just that simple little rule.  John told them, “Look, don’t take 

more than what is appointed unto you.”  He said, “Don’t take 

more than what you are supposed to get.”  Because what was 

happening, they were collecting taxes and they would collect the 

tax -- a drop for Cesar and yet a drop to put in.  A drop for Cesar 

and a drop from --  

 

 Do you know those were the public and those were the 

politicians?  Do you know that stuff still going on today?  Yes, 

even in the political realm.  If they could just learn from what 

John said, “Don’t take what’s not yours and don’t take what’s 

not appointed unto you.”  If you’re not -- don’t take it.  There’s 

some old stuff. 

 

 See, you all thought this stuff was new among the politicians.  

This stuff isn’t new, it was the publicans were doing it back 

then.  That’s why Paul had to send those brethren along with 

Titus because he knew human nature.  So, John just told them 

just that simple thing.  And if we learned just that simple piece 

of information, “Don’t take more than what is appointed unto 

you.”  And see, people, this is not just for politics, it applies to 

everything.  And you find people taking really what you’re not 
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supposed to touch in everything.  That’s what the tie is about.  

You’re not supposed to touch what you’re not supposed to touch. 

 

 And people, when you find folk just taking what is not theirs 

and it happens in business, it happens on the job.  Folk just 

taking stuff that’s not yours.  That’s why if you go to the police 

station and you go back in the lockers, all the police station has 

locks on their lockers.  But don’t look down on the police, that 

they have to put locks on their lockers in the police station, 

because you have to take your pocketbook when you come down 

for salvation in the church.  And it is because that we have 

questionable integrity and we don’t trust people because people 

have violated our trust, and we need to get back just basic, basic 

integrity. 

 

 In Luke 16:10, Jesus says this.  He says, “He that is faithful in 

that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust 

in the least is unjust also in much.”  Let me read that in the 

NIV.  “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be 

trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with the little will 

also be dishonest with much.”  If a man would steal a dime, he 

will steal 10 million, as simple as that.  If you will still a dime, 

you’ll take a fortune.  If you can trust the person with just a 

small amount, you can trust him with a large amount.  But if 

you can’t trust a man with a few nickels, rest assured you can’t 
trust him with a whole lot because the nature is simply -- you 

know, that’s even -- we wonder how sometimes people get on 

hard drugs.  They get on hard drugs because they’ve been on soft 

drugs.  Anytime, you’ll never find someone who just goes that 

even a little life and just go down, go straight to hell.  You just 

don’t find it.  They don’t just do that and just take a shot of 

crack. 

 

00:15:10 

 

 It doesn’t happen like that.  They start with smaller stuff.  They 

first of all start smoking cigarettes.  And then they all move on 

to something -- they go to weed.  For you all who don’t know 

what weed is, just ask your neighbor.  Just ask your neighbor if 

you don’t know what weed is.  But they just don’t go -- I know 

some of you all maybe wonder what -- there’s one little lady back 

in the back, “What does he mean?”  But that’s about all just a 

little lady in the back. 
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 See, the problem is not only do mostly you all know what weed 

is, I don’t even know that because I’m talking today about 

integrity.  I’m talking today about integrity.  If you can be 

trusted with a little, you can be trusted with a lot.  And that’s 

why Jesus even said, “If I cannot trust you with unrighteous 

mammon, then how can I trust you with the true riches of 

heaven?  I can’t even trust you with money.”  And that’s why 

even a lot of the basis from the New Testament dealing with 

integrity, it deals with money because if you can’t trust a man 

with money and usually that integrity, it’s an external sign of an 

internal corruption.  But that stuff will usually show up in 

money.  If you track a person and you track that money really 

good, that stuff will usually show right up just in money.  But if 

you can be trusted with a little, you can be trusted with a lot.  

And that’s the principle just even a bad integrity.  If you go and 

you’re buying something at a store and someone gives you back 

too much change, don’t go back to me, hallelujah, hallelujah. 

 

 You need to do the honorable thing with integrity because that 

cashier -- and you never know what impact it makes on a 

person.  And they can see -- well, to be honest about it, folks 

don’t want to hear you preaching.  They want to see some stuff.  

They want to see an example.  And if you just in a small stuff, 

and there are little things -- We had an experience, my wife and 

I, we were out in a large store.  And there, in one of the sections, 

my wife saw someone had -- you know how when people shop, 

they pick up -- and they had a couple of items and they set it 

down and there in the midst of it, was like two 20-dollar bills. 

 

 And my wife looked at it and my wife said, “Oh my goodness, 

someone has left their money here.”  And she said, “I don’t know 

what to do.  I can’t take it.  I just wouldn’t touch it.”  So, my wife 

went over and told one of the sales clerks and told them that 

someone had left their money and that they need to put it up 

and surely, they will come back.  And we are walking and a man 

came up to me and he said, “You know, the clerk that you went 

in -- your wife went and told about the money?”  I said, “Yeah.”  
He said, “I saw them going pick that money and put that money 

in their pocket and go on by their business.” 
 

 You never know who’s watching you.  And you never know the 

impact of what it will make and see what the man saw, and he 

knew I was, I didn’t even know if anybody saw us.  Now see, if 

my wife had picked up that money and put that in her 
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pocketbook, then he would have said, “Look at that.  That’s the 

pastor’s wife and she’s just taking that money.  Look at that.”  
And you see people, what we will often do is we’ll look around to 

see.  But do you remember what happened to Moses?  Moses, 

before he killed the Egyptian, he said he looked around and no 

one saw.  He thought no one saw but a whole city knew about 

this. 

 

 You will think no one sees you when you’re messing up with 

your integrity issues.  You’ll be surprised and sees you and what 

an impact it will make when you’re supposed to be a Christian.  

And to be honest about it, see, if you go out and do all that mess, 

it brings a bad light on the arc of salvation.  Folk will say, “What 

in the world are you preaching over there?  What does that 

rascal do?  What are they preaching?” 
 

 I’m going to tell you all right now.  If you don’t see some -- that’s 

not me, that’s him.  Look, Jesus couldn’t get all the folks think 

or obey me because Jesus couldn’t get them free(ph).  So, I’m 

doing the best that I can, but if you all see some arc of salvation 

members, dipping and diving into that, that’s not my fault.  I 

told them just like Jesus told us.  I wouldn’t let folk out there 

know.  If they see any of you all where you’re not supposed to be, 

doing stuff that you’re not supposed to do, all I can do is tell you 

the word just like Jesus and the Lord -- that’s all I can do.  You 

all said that’s all he can do.  That’s all I can do. 

 

00:20:06 

 

 But we need to be careful and we need to be cautious of our 

integrity.  And you see, oftentimes, people, let me tell you.  See, 

the higher you go up in society, the blurry of the lines get on 

integrity.  See, if a man goes out to Walmart and steal $5 worth 

of stuff, he gets locked up, probably put in jail, but yet, another 

man way up can steal $5 million.  He got a good lawyer.  Do you 

know the biggest theft in history was the savings and loan 

scandal back in the 1980’s.  Took the US Government over $1 

trillion to bail out all of that mess.  The money that the 

government spent would have bought 5 million average houses, 

just to bail that out.  And yet, one of the main people in it was 

George Bushes’ son, Neil Bush, never spent a day in jail. 

 

 Now see, that’s an integrity issue and I know many of you love 

(00:21:07), this is clear and clean(ph) for us be all ourselves.  So, 
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by the time you get -- see, everybody has some issues but when 

you’re in leadership and if you can get by those tool of money 

and sex, those are the two that test most people just doing the 

external with that integrity of just stuff that people can see, 

between money and sex.   And most of the time, when you can’t 
trust a man with money, you can’t trust him with sex either.  

That’s one of the things I found just in business, when a man 

cheats on his wife, you can’t trust him with your money.  He will 

cheat you just as sure, he will lie to you just as sure, because he 

just came out lying to his wife. 

 

 So, if he just go lay up in the bed and lie, what do you think he 

will look across the board when we lied to you back?  It’s the 

same thing.  So, that stuff is integrity and it carries through.  

And I had just found out, if a man is not faithful on his wife, he’s 

going to cheat you every time.  I just guarantee it.  So, that stuff 

becomes a spirit of integrity.  But the higher you go sometimes, 

the more blurry the lines get because you’re more educated.  You 

can pay for higher lawyers.  You’ve got more smooth talk.  But 

God sees all these stuffs.  And we’ve got to have integrity. 

 

 I’m just going to give you seven keys, just write quick.  Number 

1, just tell the truth.  Turn to the person and say, “Tell the 

truth.”  You know, if you don’t lie, that will just keep you out of a 

whole lot of mess right there if you just don’t lie.  So, just tell the 

truth.  Second key is this:  if they cannot be made public, don’t 
do it.  See, sometimes, you get to wonder about -- look, if it can’t 
be made public, that’s a really good sign that you’ve got no 

business doing it.  When you’ve got to hide it, usually it’s 

something wrong with you. 

 

 Number three, if you can’t tell your mom about it, don’t do it.  

That’s a really good key.  If you’re about to do something and 

you can’t tell mom about it -- you know, I’m not talking about 

marriage.  You don’t have to go and tell all the details with you.  

I wouldn’t tell my mother what (00:23:13) I do because -- my life 

would fall out if she knew some of this stuff (00:23:18).  So, I 

can’t be doing all that.  I can’t go in all that.  But what I’m 

saying, at least I can tell her, I can tell they’re -- I can tell them 

to just -- But I’m saying, there are some things if you can tell 

your mom about it, there’s generous on you, you shouldn’t be 

doing. 
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 Fourth thing is, if you can’t tell your wife about it, that’s usually 

a sign that you have no business doing it.  Anytime you have to 

hold it back from your wife -- or women, if you have to hold it 

back from your husband, if you can’t tell them about it, that’s 

usually a bad sign and you probably shouldn’t do it.  Number 

five, if you say it, stick with it.  When you punch your word is 

out, your word is your bond.  In the old days, a handshake would 

do it.  Now, you can have a contract that stick as -- folk still 

won’t stick to the word.  If you say it, stick with it.  Keep your 

word.  That’s one of the basics of integrity. 

 

 Number six, if it isn’t yours, don’t bother.  See, that covers a 

whole lot of areas.  If it isn’t yours, don’t bother.  And number 

seven, if you can’t sleep over it, usually, it’s something you have 

no business doing.  If it’s keeping you up at night, usually, it’s 

something you have no business doing.  So, just these basic 

things, all of God’s work will give you a guide, but this is just 

some practical seven keys about integrity that if we can learn 

just our basic integrity, even within -- I’m not talking about the 

world.  I’m not talking about out in the political arena, I’m just 

talking about in the church where we can at least -- I can say all 

of you who want to receive Jesus, stand up, come on up and just 

leave your pocketbooks right there. 

 

00:25:08 

 

 That’s the way we need to be able to do in the church because if 

you can’t trust folk in the church, where can you trust them?  

But first, you need to be the trusted folk in the house before you 

trust them in the church. 

 

 I think those of you who have joined us today, who are listening 

or watching this message, if you would like to hear this message 

again, you can go to airjesus.com.  This is message number 5305.  

You can send it absolutely free to a friend at airjesus.com.  

Message number 5305, Unquestionable Integrity.  We thank you 

for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word.  Amen, amen, amen, amen. 

 

00:25:57 
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