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Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word.  And today, I want to tell you that I can do 

nothing.  I can do nothing.  And this is a realization that all of 

those who truly become close to God and reach a certain level of 

spiritual understanding will realize that I can do nothing. 

 

 And I want you to open your bibles up to the book of 

Deuteronomy in the 8th Chapter and I want you to listen as I 

read and to try to hear and understand what God’s word is 

speaking unto us.  And understand what I mean when I say that 

I can do nothing.  And in a world of self-empowerment and self-

esteem and grandiose proliferation and all of this.  In a world 

that tries to build us up and there’s a part of life where that is 

necessary but yet it is important to understand.  And the true 

scheme of things that we really don’t have the power that really 

when we ball(ph) it down, we can do nothing.  When we 

understand that everything that we have been given and 

everything we have been graced with and every ability that we 

think we have, when we really understand it, we’ll understand 

that it is all a grace and all a granting and all a gift from God, 

and really we don’t hold the real power for much of anything in 

our hands.  And when you begin to understand that, it begins to 

shape your view of the world and how we have to act with the 

world and it will begin to shape the confessions of our mouths. 

 

 And here in Deuteronomy Chapter 8, beginning at the first 

verse.  I’m going to be reading the New King James version and 

a good bit of scripture, but I want you to understand and just a 

feel of this.  And I want you to understand and listen to the 

blessing that God is granting and the understanding of the 

grantor and the grantee, and I want you to understand that as 

the blessing is granted, listen to what God says happens a lot of 

times when He grants us with blessing. 

 

 Every commandment which I command you today, you must be 

careful to observe.  That you may live and multiply and go in 

and possess the land of which the Lord swore to your fathers.  

And you shall remember that the Lord, your God, led you all the 

way these 40 years in the wilderness to humble you and test 

you.  To know what was in your heart whether you would keep 

His commandments or not.  God told the people, “You got to 

remember that I led you these 40 years to send you through a 

test.” 
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 Turn to the person next to you, ask them, “Did you pass the 

test?”  See, many of you, you’ve been through the wilderness.  

You’ve been humbled and you’ve been struggling and you’ve 

been strained.  He said, “I sent you through this to humble you 

and to test you to know what was in your heart whether you 

would keep his commandments or not.”  Because oftentimes, 

people, you can really only find out whether it’s on a person’s 

heart at extremes.  And you’ll find this out at the end of the 

strings of both -- you find this out if you give a person a very 

little and stress him and strain him and make him go lack you, 

you’ll find out what’s in their hearts. 

 

 You’ll flip it on the other end and you just pour blessings on 

them.  Give them abundance.  Make them where they got more 

than ever dream possible.  Put them up on a pedestal.  Make 

them where they got plenty of money, plenty adoration, plenty 

power -- you’ll find out what’s in their heart (00:03:53).  You’ll 
find out what really is in a person’s heart if you ever put them 

on either extreme.  It’s the same thing we used to do in 

advanced mathematics.  If you wanted to prove a theorem, you 

always put an extreme number.  Either extremely small or 

extremely big and test us -- it test it at the extreme.  So, God 

said, “I’m going to send you through some stuff to see if you keep 

my commandments when stuff gets rough.” 
 

 And do you really follow and praise God when stuff gets rough?  

That’s why even in marriage, do you really love your wife or 

your husband when stuff gets rough?  You didn’t take much of 

love when a stuff is smooth.  I mean, when you get love enough 

on you and kissing you and praising you and all, it doesn’t take 

much love when you get everything.  What it really takes you to 

real love is you know when -- you understand?  I don’t even have 

to go into the details.  That’s when it really takes love is when 

the thing has hit an extreme. 

 

00:05:03 

 

 So, we humbled you, allowed you to hunger and fed you with 

manners, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, 

that he might make you know that man shall not live by bread 

alone. 

 

 The modern vernacular for bread is money.  And some people 

feel if they have enough money, you don’t say enough money.  
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Now, enough money is significant but a lot of people feel that if 

they have enough money, they can just about solve any problem.  

They can just about handle anything.  They feel like if they have 

enough bread, you all thought that was a new phenomenon.  But 

some folk, they say to -- “If I can just get me some money.  If I 

can just get me some money --”   You know they feel if they can 

get them some money, they can get them all of the other things 

in life.  But God said, “Look, man cannot live by bread alone.” 
 

 Now, you do need some bread.  Turn to the person next -- “You 

do need some bread.”  What God said was, he said, “They could 

not live by bread alone.”  So, you do need some bread, but He 

said man cannot live by bread alone.  But man lives by every 

word that proceeds from the mouth of the Lord.  Your garments 

did not wear out on you nor did your footwear these 40 years.  

You should know in your heart that as a man chastens his son, 

so the Lord your God chastens you.  Therefore, you shall keep 

the commandments of the Lord your God, to walk in His ways 

and to fear Him for the Lord your God is bringing you into a 

good land.  You all say, “Good Land.”  A land of brooks of water, 

of fountains and springs that flow out of valleys and hills.  A 

land of wheat and barley, or vines and sanctuaries, of palm 

grain.  It’s a land of olive oil and honey.  A land in which you 

will eat bread without scarcity.  In which you will lack nothing.  

You all say, “Lack nothing.” 
 

 God said, “I’m getting ready to take you into a land of which you 

shall lack nothing.”  Can you imagine a land of which you shall 

lack nothing?  I mean nothing.  You all say it again, “Nothing.”  
A land in which you shall lack nothing.  A land in which you 

shall eat bread without scarcity.  Nothing.  A land with stones or 

irons and out of those hills, you can dig copper.  When you have 

eaten and are full, then you shall bless the Lord your God for the 

good land which He has given you.  Be aware that you do not 

forget the Lord your God by not keeping His commandments, 

His judgments and His statutes which I command you today.  

Lest when you have eaten and are full and have built beautiful 

houses and dwelled in them.  And when your herds and your 

flocks multiply, and your silver and your gold are multiplied -- 

when all that you have has multiplied, you can say when your 

money has just multiplied. 

 

 Multiplied generally means that it is increased by a minimum of 

a whole integer number.  Meaning that it is at minimum double.  
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You know, some of you right now, if you’re salary double, do you 

know you all get an attitude?  I’m serious.  I’m talking about 

right -- if your salary doubles, some of you all would really have 

an attitude.  I’m just telling the truth from what I know and 

from what I see. 

 

 See, right now, many of you with your salaries right now, you’re 

in a land sort of(ph) scarcity.  But if your income doubles, you 

would immediately go into plenty.  And once a person moves 

from scarcity into plenty, things change.  They change.  It’s not 

just the things change, they change.  And some of you right now, 

if you just went to the first integer level -- I’m not even talking 

about siphoning of funds, I’m just talking about the first integer 

of multiplication.  If you just went to double, some of you right 

now -- first of all, some of you wouldn’t show up in church.  If 

your salary just doubled, some of you wouldn’t show up in 

church because you don’t need church right now because you 

need some help because you (00:09:06).  If your salary just 

doubled right now, some of you wouldn’t show up in church.  

And don’t mention triple or quadrupling. 

 

 So, God, He (00:09:16) after all that you have has been 

multiplied.  “Be aware that you don’t forget me.”  And when your 

heart has lifted up and you forget the Lord your God who 

brought you out of the land of Egypt from the house of bondage, 

who led you through that grave and terrible wilderness in which 

the forest serpents and scorpions and thirsty land where there 

was no water, who brought water out of you out of the plenty 

rock, who led you, fetched you in the wilderness with mana 

which your fathers did not know, that he might humble you and 

that he might test you to do you good in the end.  Do you all 

understand that?  To humble you and to test you to do you good 

in the end.  You all say, “In the end.” 
 

00:10:00 

 

 See, some of you are in the middle right now, and you cannot see 

the good that God is doing because you’re in the middle.  It’s the 

same way in school.  It’s the same way when we run through 

test.  And I tell you, just from scholastic experience, all of the 

stuff that I really learned were from tough professors.  The easy 

classes rarely taught me much at all.  It was the tough stuff that 

(00:10:22).  But see, in the middle of the test, in the middle of a 

difficult study, in the middle of a trial and in the middle of the 
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tribulation, you couldn’t see the end because you are in the 

middle. 

 

 See, some of you are aware, you’re in the middle of stuff and you 

cannot see the end of where God is ambling and where God is 

testing you because you are in the middle of a hard class.  Then 

you say in your heart, after He’s given you all of this stuff, my 

power -- did you know, you didn’t take much to move from that?  

“My power and the might of my hand have gained me this 

wealth.”  “And you shall remember the Lord, your God for it is 

He who gives you power to get wealth.  That He may establish 

his covenant which he saw to your fathers as it is this day, then 

it shall be, if you, by any means, forget the Lord your God and 

follow other god and serve them and worship them, I testify 

against you this day that you shall surely perish.” 
 

 “My hand and the might of my mind has done this stuff.”  It 

doesn’t take hard -- it doesn’t take much -- see, we’re in trouble, 

“Oh, Lord, help me.  Help me, Jesus.  Help me, Jesus.”  But the 

minute we double, triple, quadruple, my might and my hand has 

done this.  Now, gentlemen, when you double, triple and 

quadruple, you don’t have to have a hand in it.  But I’ve been in 

life and I’ve been in business long enough to understand and to 

come to the realization that I can do nothing.  The only thing I 

can do is do what God tells me to do.  And to be honest about it, 

I’m a pretty smart fellow relative to average intelligence 

quotient’s test.  I recognize it.  I’m just being straight with you.  

And the test score showed -- when I graduated from elementary 

school, the principal called me and said, “You have the highest 

IQ of anybody in the whole school.”  So, when I graduated from 

elementary, I had the highest IQ of anybody in the whole school.  

When I went to high school, I was in the honors class all the way 

through.  My test scores were in the top 20 in the city.  So, I 

knew I was smart. 

 

 But the more I learned, the more I realized how dumb I was.  

And I realized -- see, all of man’s wisdom is foolish in the sight of 

God.  And sometimes, you have to live and understand and 

experience some of this stuff.  And even though by the IQ test. 

by the test scores, I was extremely intelligent.  When I began to 

see it, when I began to look at life, when I began to see what I 

understood compared to what God understood, I began to see 

how little I really knew.  Even in science, the more you 

understand science, the more you understand how little you 
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really know because science breaks stuff down to a point where 

all of the scientist can get up and say, “I don’t understand that.” 
 

 I mean, we can break stuff down where we can take our human 

body and you can break it down into component after component 

after component and you can go down to the molecular level.  

But that is the point, where all science can do and shake their 

heads and say, “I really don’t understand that.”  They will never 

put it in those exact terms.  But that’s exactly what it means.  

And science will understand when it gets to a point, maintain 

your vein(ph).  It can create the first blade of grass. 

 

 When you understand truth, you’ll understand how little you 

really know in the cosmic scheme of things.  And you’ll 
understand how little power you truly have.  All God has to do is 

just cut off his (00:14:19) for two minutes and I’m gone.  And see, 

you think you’re pretty strong and you think you’re pretty 

powerful until you get a chest pain and then you realize you can 

be taken out of here in a snap.  You think you’re pretty regular 

until you drive along on a highway and all of a sudden you see a 

truck of trailer coming at you, head off, and then you realize how 

little power you truly have. 

 

 So, there are instances -- see, if you think you’re that great, just 

live long enough and life will come around and life will put some 

stop on you to let you know that really, you don’t -- the only 

thing you can do is do what God says. 

 

00:15:02 

 

 And I began to understand and I began to realize that I can’t do 

anything, smart as I was, as much business experiences I had.  

And I just -- I went through business and God had to send me 

through a period where he showed me -- look what would 

happen if I close the faucet and open the drain.  He said, “No 

matter how hard you work--” And I know some of work ethic -- 

you see, that’s all a part of what God told me to do in the first 

place but work won’t solve all your issues.  Now, you need to do 

what God says because that was literally the first thing that He 

told you to do.  “What do you mean?”  If you look at the 10 

commandments, that’s the first thing He told you to do. 

 

 See, the first commandment -- he said, “Thou shall not have no 

other gods before me.”  The second commandment, he said, 
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“Thou shall not make any graven images.”  The third 

commandment, he said, “You shall not use the name of the Lord 

in vain.”  But the fourth commandment is this:  He said, “You 

shall remember the sabbath day and keep it holy.  Six days 

shaltby labor and do all that work.”  So, see, if you can’t keep the 

sabbath day holy, and would not work in the first six days.  So, if 

you can’t keep the sabbath day holy, and would not work in the 

first six days.  See, all of the first three commandments are 

really, they are lumped into one.  Basically, you’re honoring God 

and everyone of those as a negative command.  He told you not 

to do this.  “Thou shall not have any other gods before me.  Thou 

shall not make any graven image.  Thou shall not take my name 

in vain.”  But you shall work six days a week. 

 

 So, the first -- see, all of the stuff was what He told you not to do.  

So, the first thing God got to and told you to do was to work six 

days a week.  So, when you meet that principle -- the bible even 

said, “If a man shall not work, he’s not even (00:17:00).”  So, if 

you value(ph) that principle and I don’t care how holy you’re 

trying to get, -- look, if you value the basic principle, that’s the 

first thing in the command -- it’s six -- it’s not really 10 

commandments, those are the first 10 commandments.  It’s 613 

of the same -- the first thing God told you to do was to work six 

days a week. 

 

 So, even with my work, and no matter how hard I work, no 

matter how smart I work, our serving God turned off that faucet 

and open that drain, what do I do?  What am I going to do?  And 

you see, people, there are some things when you understand life.  

When the divine is coming in and when the divine closes that 

faucet and pull the plug out that drain, I don’t care what you do.  

Nothing you can do about it.  And I had to just say to a folk -- I 

said, “Lord, I cannot do anything without you.  No matter how 

hard I work, no matter how smart I work, I can’t do anything 

without You.”  And when I get in line with what God tells me, I 

start to see blessing happening and I start to see myself blessed 

beyond folk who’s smarter than me. 

 

 So, who(ph) got just way more money than me.  And we started 

to just see blessings channeling our way and just coming 

because you’re simply doing what God said to do.  And when you 

don’t do what God says, and that’s all you really can do, is do 

what God says.  All the rest of the stuff is going to be irrelevant 

if you don’t do what God said. 
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 Jesus said in John 5:19, He said, “And He said unto them, 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, 

but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he 

doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.”  Jesus, he said, “I can’t 
do anything.  But just what I see my daddy do.”  Now see, I can’t 
do nothing but I see God doing a whole lot for me. 

 

 Do you know, I have a vision of what I see my father doing for 

me. This is just awesome.  And I see God doing some things for 

me as I am in his will is just mind-blowing.  I believe every bit of 

the prophecy that is coming my way.  I remember I was sitting 

at the airport waiting in the terminal and a gentleman walked 

over to me because I have my ticket and I was flying in coach.  I 

always fly in coach.  And he came over and he said, “You’re the 

first pastor who’s recognizable that I’ve ever seen who flies in 

coach.  Everybody else fly first-class.”  And he was just, you 

know, shaking my hand because -- and I’m just not paying extra 

money to see that (00:19:38). 

 

 And the reason I wouldn’t do it, because I saw my daddy do it 

that way.  And my daddy wouldn’t pay all that extra money, 

neither will I.  But what the man did not know is what God -- I 

have seen what God has shown me is that I’m going to have my 

own private jet so then I’m going to be able to sit anywhere in 

the jet I want to sit. 

 

00:20:00 

 

 So, it’s not so much -- and see, some of you all right now, you’re 

sitting in coach, or you may even on the bus, but you got to be 

able to see what God has seen for you, and when you can see 

what God has seen for and all I’ve got to do is just do what God 

says. 

 

 Turn to the person next to you, just tell them, “All you got to do 

is do what God says.”  That’s all you have to do is just do what 

God says.  And when you do that, stuff in life will change.  Now, 

I’ll tell you this.  Obeying God, it’s not always popular, pleasant 

or painless.  Obeying God is not always popular, pleasant, nor 

painless.  Obeying God is a job.  It’s a job.  It’s a job.  But yet, I 

realize it, I can do nothing on my own.  But when I line up with 

God’s will, and double just the fake material things, that’s going 

to affect every area of your life. 
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 You know, God says, when He says that, “Thou shall work six 

days a week,” now, all of the medical experts are coming out and 

saying, “That’s the number of days you need to exercise for 

optimal health.  You need to work the body six days a week.”  
And you know, I never find anyone sick who works out six days 

a week.  See, that’s the first thing He told you to do in the 

commandment.  That’s the first thing He told you to do, six days 

a week should I work.  Anybody got any physical problems right 

now, start exercising six days a week and give it two or three 

months.  Now see, that’s the other thing that happens.  We’ll 
start doing what God says.  We start doing what God says, but 

did you check that within a month later -- and if what?  We’ll 
start doing what God says. 

 

 See, that’s why God needs some village of people who will 

continue to do what God says.  And when you continue to do 

what God says, -- because I’ll tell you this right now, people, I 

don’t want an intermittent blessing.  I want my blessing 

continuously.  I don’t want to be feeling good this week and 

down next week.  I don’t want to be able to pay my bills this 

week and can’t pay them next week.  I don’t want intermittent 

blessing then I ought not to be an intermittent server.  I ought 

to be consistent and oftentimes, even in our prayer life.  We only 

pray when the stuff has hit the fame(ph). 

 

 And then we’re down on our knees all day long.  Then we go to 

read our bible.  God wants a diligent, a diligent -- sometimes, 

when folks serve in church, you know some of them going, 

seriously wrong.  When you see them walking the door, I know 

something is going wrong in that world right now.  I know 

something is going wrong.  So they won’t show up in church if 

something is going seriously wrong. 

 

 So, God is looking for some diligent people because just like me, 

I can’t do anything on my own and I’m pretty smart and have a 

pretty heavy amount of resources and I can’t do anything on my 

own, neither can you.  And you may think you can yet it isn’t 
flourished by your effort, but God can -- He can take the 

dumbest person in the world, disobedient into His world and 

blossom that person.  And it doesn’t always have to be some big 

thing when the folk can see, it’s just the matter of just -- peace is 

the most valuable possession you’ll ever possess.  It’s the most 

valuable possession you would ever possess.  Trust me, I know.  
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The house is next door to me.  The thing is 23,000 square feet 

and is full of -- actually, it’s empty right now because (00:23:49).  

So, the house is up for sale.  But everybody is now blessed that 

up. 

 

 So, on this big old house and no peace, the greatest possession 

that you will ever possess is peace, but you will not have peace 

until you start doing what God says because when you’re outside 

of the will of God, even if you have what looks like temporary 

success, there just won’t be any peace in the thing.  And when 

you’re in God’s will, you can be out like John the Baptist in the 

wilderness, out in the jungle with camels around, but yet it is as 

peaceful, you’re just as glowing, you’re just as happy, you’re just 

as fulfilled because you are in the will of God.  If you’re out of 

the will, you’re up in a mansion just can’t sleep at night. 

 

 I can do nothing, and neither can you.  But the one thing I can 

do is do what God says.  And when I do what God says, it’s in 

God’s hands from then on out.  And see, as long as it’s in God’s 

hands, I’m alright.  There are some things in life -- 

 

 My time is up right now.  I’ve got to go but you can go to 

airjesus.com.  I’ve got just a few more minutes and hear the rest 

of this.  This is sermon number 5306, “I Can Do Nothing” at 

airjesus.com.  We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of 

the Word, because brother, you need the word. 

 

00:25:11 

 

 There are some things in life that I’ve had difficulty with and 

God simply said, “Look, you just let me handle it.”  He said, 

“Just shut up.”  That’s the first command He gave me.  Turn to 

the person and just tell them, “Shut up.”  Sometimes, you just 

need to shut up and God just told me -- and see, some of you all -

- that would solve half of some of you all’s problems if you could 

just learn that first word.  If you can just “shut up.” 
 

 So, God will tell -- He told me at some instances, he said, “Look, 

you just shut up and let me handle that.”  So, when you are in 

the will of God and see, as long as I do what? -- Shut up -- you all 

say it.  Because pastors need to shut up sometimes like 

everybody else.  As long as I shut up, God will go and handle it.  

But sometimes, God will speak a word to us about keeping your 

tongue and shutting up.  We just won’t shut up because we don’t 
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feel like shutting up and we feel like we’re going to need to say 

this because they need to hear what we’ve got to say and I don’t 
care what God said.  I need to give him a piece of my mind. 

 

 God will speak to you and tell you to, “Shut up, I’m going to 

handle this.”  And we won’t listen and we won’t obey and we end 

up in just a mess because we won’t listen.  I can do nothing but 

obey the word of God.  But that’s everything.  That’s everything.  

That’s why He said man does not live by bread alone but by 

every word that proceeded from the mouth of God.  And when 

you can learn to listen and to hear you with, the word of God, 

you’ll find that those you can do nothing, you can do everything.  

You can do everything.  God will breathe in your life and into 

your world and He’ll change some things that if you have not the 

power to control or even influence because there’s so much in 

your world that you just need some external help on.  You can’t 
handle it.  It’s too deep for you.  It’s out of your realm and there’s 

just so much stuff in life that only God can handle. 

 

 And I realize that in every single area of my life, there’s nothing 

in my life I can keep total control of.  There’s nothing that I can 

keep.  I’m pretty smart, (00:27:35), I’m pretty smart.  There’s 

nothing in life that I can keep total control.  I need God’s help, I 

need His guidance, I need His power in every single area of my 

life.  Because I can do nothing.  When you understand that and 

live by that principle, you’ll be amazed at the things that will 

open in your world for you. 

 

 Bow your heads.  Dear Heavenly Father, we thank You for this 

word upon this day.  Lord, I pray that you grant all of us the 

servant spirit.  Lord, help us to understand that You made not 

just this world but You made us from the dust and breathe the 

breath of life, and You still hold that breath, You still hold that 

life.  And Lord, we have to even realize that even the dust is still 

yours.  Everything that we are, everything that we have, every 

step that we make, every breath that we take, You have 

empowered us.  And Lord, it is only when we have difficulty 

breathing, when we have difficulty walking, when we have 

difficulty talking, it is then that we realize that it is Yours all 

along and that it is then that we come to You to give us back. 

put your grace just with in the beginning. 

 

 Lord, I pray now that we’re able to see before we must be 

humbled.  Before we must be sent to the test, before we must be 
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sent to the wilderness, help us to see, Lord, that it’s all Yours 

from the beginning to the end.  And the Ye even as we stand in 

the middle, it is all Yours.  Your intelligence is infinite beyond 

our comprehension.  Or can the pack(ph) understand the 

pattern?  And Lord, we’re spinning on the will of life, spinning 

on this globe called “Earth,” can’t speed it up, can’t slow it down.  

Can’t turn its angle of direction, one-minute degree, because we 

are in the potter’s hand. 

 

00:30:07 

 

 And just as the clay pot, lacks the intelligent comprehension to 

understand the wheel and direction of the potter, so are we.  

Lord, I simply pray that you grant us the servant spirit, to 

simply obey Thy will.  That Thou may bless our lives in waves 

that we have yet to imagine.  And Thy son Jesus’ name, we pray.  

Amen. 
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