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Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of The Word, because brother, you 
need the Word. 

 
[Applause] 
 
 And today I want to, first of all, tell you about a gentleman 

named Charlie Jones.  Charlie Jones was a sportscaster, who 
back in the Olympics here in Atlanta, in 1996, he was assigned 
to cover the water sports events that involved primarily rowing, 
canoeing and kayaking and the oarsmanship dealing with 
rowing sports during the Olympics. 

 
 And as he went to the water to interview all of the participants, 

all of the great Olympic athletes who were participating in the 
boating sports, he began to interview them and he began to ask 
them question after question after question, and he found one 
consistent pattern as he would ask the participants of the sport.  
And he would ask them, you are getting ready to go out into this 
river and I notice that the currents are flowing from left to right 
and that has a tendency to sweep you off course.  What are you 
going to do about the currents, what do you think about that.  
And the answer would be that’s outside of my boat.   

 
And he would ask them well, the weather, the sun is burning 
down, it’s going to sap all of your energy, it’s hot and you have 
got to do all of this heavy run, what about the weather 
conditions just in terms of the temperature, what about that?  
And the answer again was that’s outside of my boat.   
 
Well, what about your competition, you have got competitors 
here from all across the world, what are you going to do about 
all of these great athletes that you are competing against, and 
again, the answer as he asked boater after boater after boater 
and he asked all of the sportsmen, they all gave him the same 
answer, that’s outside of my boat. 

 
 And then he began to understand the training that these 

topnotch world-class athletes are going through.  And there was 
one axiom, there was one maxim, there was one parable of life 
that they all lived by and they lived by the simple philosophy 
that the only thing that they could control was the stuff inside 
their boat.  There was nothing that they could do about all the 
external circumstances that was happening outside of their 
boat, and the coach had trained them that if you handle what is 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5308.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5308.mp3 

in your boat well and if you handle what is in your boat to the 
best of your ability, if you train, if you practice, if you focus on 
the things that are in your boat, if you focus on the oars that you 
have a grip of, if you focus on your stroke, if you focus on the 
direction of the boat, if you focus on what you can handle on the 
inside of your boat, then you can win the race. 

 
 But if you are going to concentrate on all this other stuff outside 

that you can do absolutely nothing about, you are setting 
yourself up for defeat.  So he saw that they were trained to 
simply focus on what was inside of their boat. 

 
 And I want to talk to you today from the subject of Inside the 

Ark, and in particular, we are actually preaching inside of a 
literal boat, because this pulpit in this church, the Ark of 
Salvation is actually shaped like an ark.  For those of you who 
are listening and you don’t have visual, the pulpit is actually in 
the frame of, it is actually in the shape of a literal boat.  So I am 
actually preaching from inside of the boat, from inside of the 
ark, and if we can learn to handle things inside of the ark, we 
will take our lives to an entirely new level.  

 
00:04:45 
 

And just going back to Noah, as he first was instructed to build 
the ark, I just want to just give you an idea of what was going on 
back in those days.  Genesis Chapter 6, beginning at the Fourth 
Verse and the Fifth Verse it says:  
 
“There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after 
that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, 
and they bear children to them, the same became mighty men 
which were of old, men of renown.  And God saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually.” 

 
 You see people, we think that stuff is just bad today and anyone 

who thinks that stuff is just bad today, they are either one or 
two things, they haven’t lived very long or they don’t know 
history, one of the two.  There has been the same stuff that man 
has dealt with all throughout history. 
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And here God says that there were giants in those days, men of 
renowned and all that they were thinking about was evil 
continually.  Do you know there are still giants in the earth 
today? 
 
Now, we don’t have the Nephilim or at least I don’t -- well, to be 
honest about it, I don’t know whether they are here or not, to 
tell you the truth, there is a whole lot of stuff dealing with the 
spiritual stuff, I really don’t know, I don’t know whether they 
are here or not, but I can tell you that we have at least the 
symbolism and the practical manifestations of giants that all of 
us interact with and deal with everyday. 
 
You have got giant corporations in business now.  It is extremely 
difficult for a small business to survive.  There are some areas 
where the difficulty is so great, because you compete against the 
change.  In the old days, if you wanted to open up a store, you 
could just open up a store in the corner, you can’t do that 
anymore, you can’t open up a little corner grocery store because 
now you have got to compete against the Walmart Supercenter. 
 
So you are dealing with giants now.  In the old days you can 
open you up a restaurant with no problems; now you have got to 
compete against all of the chains that have 500 stores and major 
advertising.  In the old days you can open up a service station 
and a gas station on the corner; nowadays you have got to 
compete against the Amicos and the Shells and you have got all 
-- you are competing against giants. 
 
So there are still giants in the land in so many form and in so 
many fashion.  My family’s company, we make hair products, 
and now, just to even get on the shelves of most of the major 
retailers, you have got to be big just to even get on their shelf, 
because the first thing you have to have is a huge insurance 
policy. 
 
Most small companies can’t even afford to insure to even go in 
business, to even compete on a large scale.  So there are so many 
things now that you deal with.  We still literally have to deal 
with giants in one form or another.  And oftentimes the giants 
that we deal with, they have evil on their mind continually.   
 
Oftentimes, to be honest about it, the giants don’t have your best 
interest at heart.  They only have interests at heart about how 
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much and how long can they continually extract your life’s 
substance from you, that’s really the -- they don’t really have 
your best interests in heart.  It’s only how long and how much 
can they squeeze out of you.  So it’s a full self-serving, self-
interest.  
 
And oftentimes even if you work for a giant, if the bottom line 
can be made prettier and better by eliminating your job, you are 
gone.  If the bottom line can be made prettier and better by 
sending your job overseas, you are gone.  We deal with giants 
still today, it’s no different than in the days of Noah and the 
giants, to be perfectly honest about it, do not have your best 
interests at heart.  Things have really not changed.  
 
And continuing on in Genesis 6:11 and 12, it says, “The earth 
also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with 
violence.”  You all think it’s violent now, it was -- God says the 
earth was filled with violence.  “And God looked upon the earth, 
and, behold, it was corrupt.”  You all think it’s corrupt now; “for 
all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.” 

 
00:09:52 
 

In the 14th Verse of that Sixth Chapter, God instructed Noah.  
 
“Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the 
ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch.”  
 
God said look, make me an ark of wood and you are going to put 
rooms in it, and I want you to put pitch or tar on it so water 
can’t get in.  I want you to waterproof it on the outside and I 
want you to waterproof it on the inside.  I want you to make it 
for all of the stuff of the earth is not going to get into this ark.   
 
Do you know sometimes people, you have to waterproof your 
world so that all of the stuff from the outside will not seep in, 
creep in and sink your boat?  And inside the ark is where we 
live, it’s where we breathe and move and have our being.  And 
we have got to -- have to understand -- have some understanding 
about how to handle some things on the inside of the ark, the 
things that we are destined and ordained to control and the 
things that we have dominion over.  
 
In that 16th verse, God says: 
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“A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou 
finish it above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side 
thereof; with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make 
it.” 
 
One window, one door, three stories.  This is the first mention of 
the word window in the Bible.  Now, you would think with such 
a big boat, they would have more than one window.   
 
I have a boat that I keep docked up at Lake Lanier; it’s nowhere 
near the size of the ark, but it’s got more than one window to it.  
It has about 10 windows on it, it got little portholes, windows 
upfront, you can see out.  This big boat and he said put one 
window in the whole thing, right up at the top, about 18 inches; 
a cubic is the distance from the tip of the man’s fingertips to the 
elbow, so about roughly 18 inches from the top of the boat, stick 
one window in.  This is the first time God mentioned the word 
window.   
 
There is a principle behind that.  God doesn’t need you looking 
out through a whole lot of places.  Sometimes you have to -- 
whenever you go into a divine destiny, you need to have a 
singularity of vision.  You just cannot have what’s called just a 
panoramic view and be looking out of a whole lot of different 
windows, with a whole lot of different philosophies, a whole lot 
of different theories, you get all confused.   
 
Do you know when you are driving you can only look out of one 
window at a time, because if you end up trying to look out of a 
whole lot of different windows, you are going to crash into 
something, because you would get misdirected and you will have 
no clear focus or vision.  So God says put one window in the 
place and put one door.   
 
Now, it’s the second mention of the word door.  The first mention 
of the word door was when God was speaking to Cain and he 
said “Sin lieth at the door.”   
 
So the window was to look out of, but sin lieth at the door, 
because that door represents the stuff that either comes in or 
exits from your world.   
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And then He said put three stories, put a lower, a middle and an 
upper one.  Do you know all of us have three stories in our 
world; we have got the lower story, the middle story and the 
upper story.   
 
Let me tell you what the upper story is.  The upper story is the 
real good stuff we do.  All the exalt -- the things that we can get 
up and get the microphone and make a testimony of.  You know, 
the -- I mean it’s the stuff that -- that you can write a book on, 
it’s the stuff that we are proud of, it’s the stuff that exalts us, 
that’s the upper story.   
 
Then there is the middle story, that’s just the everyday stuff.  
That’s just the going to work and then coming back and then 
cooking done, and then seeing about the kids, working around 
the house, that’s just the mundane, the everyday, the normal 
level stuff, that’s the middle level stuff.  
 
And then there is the lower story.  Everyone has lower stories, I 
don’t care who you are.  Everyone has some lower stories.  Some 
of you out there on the cane, can barely walk, it’s been a long 
time, but even you remember some of those lower stories.  
Everyone has lower stories, way below the window, way below 
deck, stuff that’s in the dark, stuff that all of us have done, all of 
us have thought, there are lower stories in every life, I don’t care 
who you are.  You live long enough you have got some lower 
stories.  One window, one door and three stories.   

 
00:14:52 
 

The Seventh chapter, that first verse, “ 
 

Genesis 7:1-6 
 
“And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house 
into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this 
generation.  Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by 
sevens, the male and his female: and of beasts that are not clean 
by two, the male and his female.  Of fowls also of the air by 
sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed alive upon the 
face of all the earth.  For yet seven days, and I will cause it to 
rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and every living 
substance that I have made will I destroy from off the face of the 
earth.  And Noah did according unto all that the LORD 
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commanded him.  And Noah was six hundred years old when 
the flood of waters was upon the earth.” 

 
 All this stuff was going on outside of Noah’s world.  More 

concentrated evils than the world has ever known, but Noah had 
to focus on and Noah had to work inside the ark.  He had to get 
the ark built.  He could not be worried about all of the 
corruption, about all of the sin, about all of the folk talking 
about him, about all of the stuff that was going on, on the 
outside of the ark and outside of the framework of the ark, Noah 
had a job to do.  

 
You all have a job to do.  You have a mission to accomplish and 
you have to know your mission and you have to focus on your 
mission and you have to not worry about the stuff outside of 
your boat. 

 
 For some of you the mission is to deal with all of the corruption 

and the mess that’s outside in the world, that may be your 
mission, but that’s not everybody’s mission.  Some people have a 
mission to go out and rescue drug addicts, and go out and rescue 
prostitutes, and go out and minister full-time in the prison and 
that’s your ministry; if that’s your ministry, that’s your boat. 

 
 But if it is not your boat, if it is not your mission, you have to 

focus on what God has directed you to do and you have to handle 
what is inside of your boat.    

 
 Noah had a lot of stuff he had to handle.  First of all, he had to 

get all those stinking animals in the ark.  And it wasn’t just two 
of each animal, it was seven pairs.  Some theologians say they 
are not sure whether it was seven of each animal, which would 
have been three pairs and one spare or whether it was 14, but it 
was -- there were a whole lot of animals he had to deal with.  
Noah had -- and he had all this stuff to deal with, he had -- and 
see, that was his boat.  Noah had to focus on the animals, plus, 
Noah was 600 years old, he was old.   

 
You all say he was old.  

 
Audience Members: He was old. 
 
Nathaniel Bronner: Noah was old; some of you all are old, and there’s no two 

ways about it, some of you all are old.  You are past your prime.  
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You are no longer 21; you have got aches, creaks, cracks, bends, 
scrapes, sprain, you understand?  You are old.  And yet, even 
though you are old, you still have a mission to accomplish.   

 
Noah could not sit around and say, well, you know Lord, I am 
600 years old.  I am too old to build this ark.  Here I am as old as 
I can be, you want me to go out and get all of these animals and 
(00:18:23) the crowd who is full of sin, who doesn’t believe me, 
it’s never rained before, you want me to do all this? 

 
 And God simply told Noah, focus on what you are supposed to 

do, build that ark, get those animals in here, and save you and 
save your family, inside of the ark. 

 
 You see, I don’t know and I cannot name all of the animals that 

Noah had to bring in, and you all don’t have to deal with literal 
animals, but there is one species that you do deal with.  And I 
don’t know, this is not the correct biological term for the species, 
I don’t know the genus or the exact species name of it, but you 
have all heard of this animal.  It is a member of -- really of the 
mammalian family, it is a type of bear, and it’s called a Bubba 
Bear.   

 
 And see, all of us have to wrestle with Bubba Bears, and there is 

just no two ways about it.  I can’t say I have ever seen one at the 
zoo, but I have dealt with them.  And all of us have to sometimes 
deal with several pairs of Bubba Bears that we are responsible 
for in one form or another, that we have inside of our boats, but 
there are some that are inside of your boat, there are some that 
are outside of your boat, and you have got to focus on the stuff 
that you can handle, focus on the thing that God has destined 
for you to do, even in the ministry. 

 
00:20:03 
 

That’s why God had to give me a focus on some things, because I 
was getting ready to go in some direction that appeared to be 
good, but it wasn’t where he wanted me to go.  He said this is 
the boat that you are to handle and this is what I want you to 
do, there is a lot of other stuff out that is good, but that’s not in 
your boat, and you have got to understand.  
 
See, a lot of times people, it’s why we can never truly accomplish 
what God really has for us to do, because we are trying to do 
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stuff that’s outside of our boat, that God has never destined for 
us to do.  And I just want to give you three just quick keys on 
just -- of the stuff inside of your boat. 

 
 Number one is to focus your energy and time on the stuff that 

you can control.  There is a lot of stuff that you just absolutely 
cannot control.  You cannot control the gas prices; those are 
controlled by the giants of the earth.  The giants are controlling 
the gas prices.  There is absolutely zero you can do about it.  So 
there is no sense.  And you are getting all worked up, spending 
all of your energy trying to worry about the gas prices.  There is 
just absolutely nothing that you can do.   

 
There is nothing that you can do about all of the conflicts and 
the wars that are going on in the earth.  Jesus told you that.  He 
said -- He said -- He said don’t fret yourself over that stuff.  He 
said there will be wars and ruins of wars.  Jesus said it’s coming 
and there is nothing you can do, it’s going to be here.   
 
So there are some things that you cannot, you absolutely cannot 
control, and see, one of the things that will help you 
tremendously in focusing on the things that you are controlling 
is to watch your windows.  The television is perhaps our largest 
window in the world right now, and if you spend too much time 
in front of television, you will completely get defocused, because 
it will send so much stuff into your boat that you cannot control.  
It will capsize your boat, trying to worry about all this other 
stuff.  Focus your energy and your time on the things that you 
can control. 

 
 You cannot control the weather.  We have had some blistering 

days this summer, it’s gone over 100 degrees, it’s not one thing 
you can do about turning down the sun, it’s not one thing you 
can do about turning down the sun, but what you can do is get 
your air conditioner fixed. 

 
We have got Mr. Sanders here who wants an air conditioner, 
and you can do that.  See, so this is why you focus on the stuff 
that you can do.  Don’t worry about the stuff that you cannot 
control, focus on the things that you can do. 
 
Second thing is this, shut up about the things you can’t control.  
God had to speak to me, and this was years ago, this was back 
when gas had just hit $0.99 a gallon and I was pumping my -- 
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and that’s why see all this stuff is relevant.  I was pumping gas 
and I was just fussing, fussing about that gas hitting $0.99 a 
gallon and God spoke to me just as clear at the pump, He said, 
shut up, shut up.  You know, I would have expected God to use a 
little bit more eloquent wording than that.  My son cease from 
using it.   
 
He just -- He spoke just as plain as day, He told me, He said 
shut up, and stop complaining about the price of gas, and ever 
since -- He said you ought to be thankful and praising Me that 
you can afford to pay for the gas and it turned my whole vision 
around. 
 
So the things that you cannot control -- let me tell you 
something people, there is always a good side of stuff.  See, life, I 
read a MountainWings issue recently called the Attitude of 
Three Hairs, and basically this says a lady woke up one morning 
and she only had three hair on her head.  She looked at the 
mirror and said wait, wait, I can braid my hair today.  And she 
braided those three hairs. 
 
She woke up the next morning, one hair had fallen off, she only 
had two hairs left, she said wait, wait, wait, I can part my hair 
today, and she parted it right down the middle, with two hair, 
one hair on each side. 
 
She woke up the next morning and another hair had fallen.  
Now she had one strand of hair left on her head, she looked in 
the mirror, she is like wait, wait, I can wear a ponytail today, 
and she just let it straight back down her head. 
 
She woke up the next morning and that last hair had fallen off 
and she looked in the mirror and she said, awesome, awesome, I 
don’t even have to do my hair today.   

 
[Applause] 
 
00:25:02 
 

Most of the stuff, it is attitude about how we feel things.  So if 
we just shut up about the things that we cannot control, it will 
make a world of difference.   
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Third thing is this, if you find the positive in everything that is 
in your world, it will change your attitude.  Do you know there is 
something positive about everything?  I mean even though there 
is a war going on right now, and I am not going to even tell you 
what year this is, because someone may hear this 10 years from 
now and there is still going to be a war going on, so it doesn’t 
matter.  You can find something good about that.  
 
Well, you say, well, pastor, what’s good about that, they are over 
there shooting folk, they are killing folk, people are dying.  You 
are not dead.  I mean that’s the reality of it.  You are waking up 
in a warm safe bed every day, with (00:26:02), you are not there.  
So even if you read about it, you should say thank God Lord, you 
got me over here, you got me safe, thank God for that.  
 
So there are just -- there is a value in every single thing in life if 
you can find the beauty behind it.  And when we learn to refocus 
and if we can get The Attitude of Three Hairs, it will change the 
way that we view our world, but God has given each and every 
one of us a boat and we need to focus on what’s inside our ark 
and we need to handle that well.   
 
Stop worrying about all this other mess that’s outside, because 
there is nothing we are going to be able to do about that, that 
stuff was ordained, it’s going to be here, if it’s your destiny to 
change it, then get out there and work to change it, but if it’s not 
-- see, some of this, I know it’s not just my destiny.  Some of this 
stuff, I am not supposed to fool with it, I know I am not 
supposed to fool with it. 
 
I have got to handle what God has given me.  If you want to hear 
this message again, you can go to AirJesus.com; this is message 
#5308, ‘Inside The ARK’.  If you would like to send this message 
to a friend, you can do it absolutely free at AirJesus.com, 
message #5308, ‘Inside The ARK’.  We thank you for joining us 
today at Brothers of the Word, because brother, you need the 
Word.   

 
[Applause] 
 
 Amen!  Amen!  Amen!  I hope you learned just to handle the 

stuff in your world and even the stuff in your world, even the 
Bubba Bears is coming in your ark, you know, there is even -- 
there is a beauty even in bears, we can get -- you can get a bear 
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rug from it, you can get some bear meat from it, you know, there 
is some stuff, you know, it has some beauty, if you can just find 
the beauty in whatever is in your world, there is beauty in 
everything that God has made, it’s all a matter of perspective.  
And you can be in paradise and find stuff wrong.  That’s why a 
third of the angels got booted out of heaven itself; they found 
stuff wrong in heaven.   

 
So wherever you are, whatever your circumstances, it’s -- and I 
am a firm believer in that, it's never truly a matter of 
circumstances, it’s a matter of attitude.   
 
Even with gas prices, it’s a matter of attitude, if you travel, gas 
has been $5 a gallon everywhere else for the last 15 years.  If 
you travel, you know that.  So when you plug gas here, you 
know, it’s a good thing it’s $2 cheaper, it’s $2 cheaper here than 
it is over there, you know, it’s attitude, because you can’t change 
it.   
 
But a man who is properly saying thank God, my gas is $2 
cheaper than what they are paying overseas has a whole 
different spirit than somebody mumbling and cussing about 
what it is now.  Same gas, you are going to pay the same amount 
of money, but the vibration through your body and through your 
spirit is a world apart just because of attitude.   
 
So much good in this world and there is a lot bad, you know, 
there are some -- there are Bubba Bears, there are some bad 
stuff, but in this world, in every situation that I am in, there is a 
multitude more to be faithful for than to complain about.  But 
our attitude sometimes, it’s just -- we just have a nature to 
complain about the smallest of things, but if we see the beauty 
of what God has created and given us, we work within our boat, 
we will win the race and we will come out winners every time.  
Amen!  Pastor James is going to pray.  Amen! 

 
00:30:13 
 
James Bronner: Amen!  Let’s give pastor another hand!  That indeed was a very 

powerful message.  It’s something that we all can relate to and 
need in our lives, and pastor is one of the most positive people I 
know.  I will tell you, no matter what the situation, he always 
finds something positive out of it.   
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And I will tell you, you know, whatever you focus on, it will 
expand and grow in your life too.  You focus on negative things, 
all type of stuff start happening in your world.  You focus on the 
positive, opportunities will begin to come onto you.  
 
And even C. Elijah, he started praising God for having the 
money to pay for gas, and God showed him a stock to buy; he 
bought some gas stock and every time his money is just going 
up.  He says (00:31:07) he was crazy, he had profit on that, he is 
like, thank God, this is great.   
 
So everything is indeed a matter of perspective.  I also just want 
to make sure that we do have others things in our arks, because 
my father, he said -- he did a lot of great things in the world, but 
he would always focus on his family, and he never let us go 
neglected, and he said no amount of outside success can 
compensate for failure at home.  And all of us have a home that’s 
our ark, that we have to make sure things are right there.   
 
And a lot of time we are so busy focusing on what’s outside of 
the ark, that we let things go under in the ark.  And even the 
same goes for the church, make sure there is no areas of the 
church that you could be seen as lacking, things you see around 
a church, ministries that need help, you are focusing on all the 
thing outside and leaving that area of ministry, go under.  
 
Even take it literally, even with this ark, amen!  Amen!  
(00:32:22) with heads bowed, there is (00:32:27) you have not 
given your life and dedicated your life to Jesus; you may have 
been in church for years and all of your life, but you have never 
made a firm commitment, now is the time.  I invite you to come 
now, because indeed we all have a time when our years will be 
expired upon this earth, there is a ship that will be going to 
heaven, and if you are not on board, it will be like in the days of 
Noah, you will see the storm.  

 
[Music] 
 

And only those that are inside of the ark will be saved.  You can 
leave here today and (00:33:29).  It will be a matter of whether 
you are on the boat or not, because you know there are two 
boats; one that’s going to heaven and another that’s going to 
hell.  It doesn’t matter which boat you are one, (00:33:47).   
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Come straight over here.  (00:33:59).  You just say I really 
haven’t been living a committed life and I need to (00:34:05).   

 
[Music] 
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