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Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother, you 
need the Word. 

 
[Applause] 
 
 And today, I am going to speak from the subject of simply Get it 

Back.  For those of you who have lost some things and have had 
some things taken from you, there comes a time where you just 
need to go and you just need to get it back. 

 
 And our scripture today comes from the story of David in 1 

Samuel, the 30th Chapter and it’s the first through the 25th 
Verse.  I am going to be reading the NIV version and I am just 
going to be reading just selected verses from that passage.  So it 
won’t follow along exactly.  But this is the story of where David 
had to go and get it back, and it begins. 

 
David and his men reached Ziklag on the third day, now the 
Amalekites had raided the Negev and Ziklag, they had attacked 
Ziklag and burned it, and had taken captive the women and all 
who were in it, both young and old, they killed none of them, but 
carried them off as they went on their way.  When David and his 
men came to Ziklag, they found it destroyed by fire; and their 
wives, and sons, and daughters captive.  So David and his men 
wept aloud, until they had no strength left to weep. 

 
Basically what happened, David got back with the men and 
what they found, they found their family gone and all of their 
stuff gone.  So here they were facing two of the greatest crises 
that you will ever face.  The disruption and the taking of family 
and the disruption and the taking of material things and to have 
both of those happen at one time was traumatic. 

 
But, you know, oftentimes, we face both of those things at one 
time.  If you go through a serious breakup, do you know it will 
take your family and your money?  So here David came back and 
he said, and here the mighty warrior, the man who had killed 
the bear and who had killed the lion and who had the killed the 
lion but yet when his wife, actually he had wives but that’s 
another story but when his wives and his children and all his 
stuff was taken, all the men, all these mighty warriors could do 
was just fall down and just weep. 
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David’s two wives had been captured.  David was greatly 
distressed because the men were talking of stoning him, each 
one was better in spirit because of his sons and daughters.  But 
David found strength in the Lord, his God, the King James said 
and David encouraged himself. 
 
All of the folk, you know when you are in leadership and stuff go 
wrong, do you know folk, you want to just, you know, everything 
points to the leader and as you where the fault is in one form or 
another.  So here all of the men stuff had been taken, they just 
wanted to kill David because they were in such a distress and 
it’s like in this country, see when the economy is just booming 
and when there is no war and when everyone has got plenty of 
money, the president gets re-elected real easy. 
 
They didn’t even have to campaign hard.  But you let stuff go to 
happen, you let jobs going to be in loss and folk can’t pay the 
bills.  Everybody blames the president and everybody wants to 
get to the president out of office because they blame him for all 
of their stuff being taken. 
 
David was the president and when all of the stuff was taken, 
they wanted to just, not get him out of office, they wanted to kill 
David.  Then David said to Abiathar, the priest, the son of 
Ahimelech, “bring me the ephod.” Abiathar brought it to him 
and David required, inquired of the Lord, “Shall I pursue this 
raiding part?  Will I overtake them?” 
 
You know, sometimes, you just have to ask God do I even go try 
to get my stuff back?  All David’s stuff is gone but David had to 
ask the question, this mighty man, Lord, do I even go and even 
try to get my stuff back?  And people, that’s a good question, 
turn to the person and tell, that’s a good question. 
 
You see sometimes, when you have lost some stuff, you need to 
know whether you really need to go and get that stuff back.  
Some of that stuff is best so let folk keep.  And you really need to 
know whether you need to go and even try to get your stuff back.  
So David had sense enough to inquire of the Lord.  Lord, do I 
pursue, do I go after, do I even try to get my stuff back? 
 
The Lord answered pursue them.  You will certainly overtake 
them and succeed in the rescue.  David and the 600 men with 
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him came to Besor Ravine, where some stayed behind for two 
hundred men were too exhausted to cross the Ravine.   

 
00:05:00 
 

But David and 400 men continued the pursuit.  David left with 
600 men.  And when he got to a certain point, 200 were just too 
tired to go on.  Sometimes, trying to get your stuff back can just 
wear you out.  And 200 of the 600 were, look David, I am just 
tired. 

 
 Have you all ever gotten to the point where you just got, just 

tired.  You have been pursuing so long but you just got tired.  
And he had to just leave 200 men there at the Ravine and the 
Ravine is basically, it is a very deep valley or sometimes just a 
deep crevice in the earth, something that you aren’t -- if you 
aren’t careful, you fall down and kill yourself and they saw this 
deep Ravine and they had to often climb down and then climb 
back up and they looked at the Ravine and 200 of the men said, 
David we are just too tired.  We come with you this far but now 
we have got this big Ravine, you want us to go across, we have 
been all this way, we have been all this fine, I just don’t have 
any more fight left in me. 

 
 Have you all ever gotten to that point?  Well, just didn’t have 

any more fight in you, you get tired.  You have been battling all 
these giants and all this stuff and here you come to this deep 
opening, you got one more big thing and you get tired. 

 
 See, people, all this stuff that we face today it’s nothing new and 

these were big strong hairy chested men but they were just tired 
and they just told, David, look, we just can’t cross that Ravine.  
We have come this far and I can’t go any further.  But you see 
the difference in the 200 and David in the balance of the 400 
was David had encouraged himself into Lord. 

 
 You see there are some things, people, where when you have 

fought a battle for so long and when you have been up against so 
much opposition, you have to encourage yourself, and you see, 
David did not call for his advisors to come in and encourage him.  
He didn’t even come for the musicians to come in and play him a 
hot song to relax, he didn’t call for his trusted counsels.  He 
didn’t call for anymore.  It says David encouraged himself into 
Lord. 
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 See sometimes people when you have gone so long and you have 

gone so far and fought such a hard battle, you have to learn how 
to encourage yourself in the Lord and it was make the difference 
in whether you can cross the Ravine and go own or whether you 
just say I am just too tired.  There is a limitation of a human 
strength both physical and psychological.  There is a point 
where all of us will get to where we just cannot go beyond of our 
own strength, that’s just a point.  There is a point where you 
doesn’t had too -- and you get of your own strength, you know, 
my favorite cartoon as a young boy was Popeye, The Sailor Man; 
and Popeye, The Sailor Man, his adversary was Brutus, and 
there was the point when Brutus had just beat up on Popeye 
and Popeye got to a point and Popeye said, I had all I can stance 
and I can’t stance no more. 

 
 There is the point that you will get to where you give -- you had 

all you can stance and you can’t stance no more and see the key 
to this is there is a limitation to how much you can stand 
because your legs, your shoulders, your spine, your muscles it is 
limited by what you can carry.  There is a limitation to how 
much you can stand, but see, you have to stand on the one who 
understand and who provides upright standing, you have to 
stand on something stronger than yourself.  You have to 
encourage yourself and the Lord. 

 
 There is a point that you will get to where you will stand at the 

gully, where you will stand at the Ravine and you have had all 
you can stand and you can’t stance no more, you are going to 
have to get on on your knees and you are going to have to 
encourage yourself and the Lord.  So you can keep going. 

 
[Applause] 
 
 There are only two types of people in this world, just two; those 

who succeed and those who don’t.  And the difference between 
those who succeed and those who don’t is really only one thing.  
Those who don’t succeed quit trying, that’s the only real 
difference.  See you only fail when you stop trying.  So if you 
have gotten some stuff that has been taken from you, and you 
are on the journey to go and get it back, the only thing, the only 
time you truly fail is when you just quit trying and here they 
were at the Ravine. 
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 And David had to leave a third of the men there at the Ravine.  
They found an Egyptian in a field and brought him to David.  
They gave him water to drink and food to eat, for he had not 
eaten any food or drunk any water for three days and three 
nights.  David asked him, “To whom do you belong and where do 
you come from?” 

 
00:10:03 
 

He said, “I am an Egyptian, the slave of an Amalekite.  My 
master abandoned me when I became ill three days ago.  We 
raided the Negev of the Kerethites, and the territory belonging 
to Judah and the Negev of Caleb.  And we burned Ziklag. 
 
David asked him, “Can you lead me down to this raiding party?” 
He answered, “Swear to me before God that you will not kill me 
or hand me over to my master, and I will take you down to 
them.” 
 
What David asked him, he said, can you take me to the folk who 
got my stuff.  Let me ask you a question, do you know where 
your stuff and your need is.  See you can never get it back until 
you really know where it is.  David said, I need to know who got 
my stuff and where it is. 
 
So there is a point that when you have lost something, when the 
devil had stolen something from you, you need to first of all 
know whether God intends for you to go and get it back.  Second, 
you need to know where it is and who got it. 
 
So David told him, I won’t kill you if you just take me to where 
my stuff is and ‘He led David down, and there they were, 
scattered over the countryside, eating, drinking and reveling 
because of the great amount of plunder they had taken from the 
land of the Philistines and from Judah.  David fought them from 
dusk until the evening of the next day.’ 
 
Do you know that when the eve is about?  It’s that David fought 
him from dusk which was basically when the sun is going down.  
So he fought him from when the sun going down on one day to 
the sun going down, that’s a lot of fight, you all say, that’s a lot 
of fight.  Sometimes, to get your stuff back and to get back takes 
a lot of fight. 
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They were fighting from sundown to sundown, and it also meant 
they were fighting in the night.  See some of you will fight, and 
to be honest about it, some of your biggest fights are in the dark, 
some of your biggest fights is when there is no sunshine.  They 
were fighting all and see they start fighting when the sun was 
going down and it fought all night long. 
 
See, it’s one thing when you have to fight in the middle of the 
daytime, and understand this is what soweth and shield that 
close up hand to hand arm combat.  It’s another thing when you 
got to go fight in the middle of the night, there are some battles 
in life and it occurs in the midnight hour. 
 
Some of your biggest battles, you land up by yourself, talks 
internally, you got some of your biggest battles in the midst and 
in the darkness before dawn.  David fought them from dusk into 
the evening of the next day and none of them got away except 
400 young men who rode off on camels and fled. 
 
‘David recovered everything the Amalekites had taken, 
including his two wives nothing was missing, young or old, boy 
or girl, plunder or anything else they had taken.’ 
 
In other words, the Bible says that David got all, you all say all 
[all] all of his stuff back.  Not only did he get all of his stuff back 
but he got all of the stuff that he had taken from the other folk.  
So he came back with more than he had before the stuff was 
taken from him. 
 
See anytime you actually go and recover and restore, you always 
come back with more than you had before because the major 
thing about it, you appreciate what you had.  See sometimes, we 
lose stuff and we allow stuff to be taken from us because we 
don’t deem it as valuable.  When you got to fight all night for, 
when you got to go through the Ravine, you appreciate that 
thing that there is something about having to go through. 
 
I used to have cars that were always used when I was young.  
My first car was a 1966 Corvair, not Corvette, Corvair and then 
I had a 1971 Toyota Corolla, both of them required an extreme 
amount of mechanical engineering to keep running, and there 
was a difference when I had worked on that motor all night long, 
when I got in that car, it cranked up and I could drive. 
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Do you know I had an extreme appreciation just for that car?  
Now see now when I get in my cars, now I don’t really 
appreciate the fact that they crank up and run smooth.  But 
when I had worked on that motor all night long, and that thing 
would crank up and get me where I wanted to go, I was -- it was 
just an appreciation. 
 
I remember once, when I did finally buy Corvette, the handle 
broke on the driver’s side.  In the Corvette, it had a funny 
mechanism, you had to push down into the door to open the door 
with a latch broke and it was a real expensive thing to work on a 
Corvette.  So I didn’t get the thing fixed for months but what I 
would have to do is go around to the passenger’s side, open the 
door, reach over, unlock it, open the door and then go back to the 
other side. 
 
When I finally got the door fixed, every time I open that door, I 
was appreciated (00:15:00). 

 
00:15:00 
 
 How many of you all, just when you open it, how many of you all 

just appreciate it with your car door open?  It is stuff.  You see 
you don’t appreciate the stuff until you have had to fight a very 
fierce battle to get it back. 

 
 So when you get it back, it’s always more than you had before 

because now you appreciate it, because you have had to go 
through so much stuff to get your stuff back.  600 men that he 
took with. 

 
 And I just want to give you just from a -- from the psychologist 

and from even -- this is even from some business rules and, and 
guidelines, whenever you have lost something of the sixth and 
seventh steps that you will go through to get some stuff back, 
that if you go down this guideline and outline it will help you to 
get some stuff back. 

 
 First thing is this.  You need to identify the most pressing, 

whether it is personal or professional, this same set of strategies 
works whether you’re dealing with a personal issue or whether 
you’re dealing with a business issue.  You need to identify the 
most pressing issue, in other words, the real issue. 
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 My daddy always used to say, you always got to be able to 
determine the real reason from the good reason.  (00:16:15) tear 
you to good reason but a real reason. 

 
 So even in your own world you need to first of all be able to 

discern the real reason.  You -- they say a problem identified is a 
problem it’s already half solved.  That’s why you go to the doctor.  
You know folk go to the doctor, they got some aching right here, 
some filling in front right here, some going on right here.  The 
big problem is just to identify what’s going on.  And half of the 
time doctors misdiagnose what you really got. 

 
 So if you can first of all just identify the problem, half of the 

problem is already solved if you can correctly identify the real 
problem.  And you have to sometimes step back and be able to 
think what was called a third party analytical mind to really 
identify the real problem. 

 
 Because oftentimes when we identify the real problem, what we 

try to do more or less is look at it from our side.  You got to be 
able to step back and be able to look at the thing from an -- from 
what’s called a third-party viewpoint if you don’t ever identify 
the real problem. 

 
 So first thing, identify the real problem.  Second thing, ask 

yourself to just clarify your problem what’s going on, how long 
has it been going on, and how bad is it? 

 
 Anytime you have an issue with something that has been taken 

from you and something that you are struggling with, ask 
yourself the questions, what’s going on, how long has it been 
going on, and how bad is it? 

 
 And ask yourself, and these, see people, these are -- these are 

problem-solving techniques that will help you get through 
almost anything whether it’s business or personal, what’s going 
on, how long has it been going on, and how bad is it. 

 
 And when you actually -- and it’s best people when you go 

through, write this stuff down, write it down, and when you put 
it on paper, people who effectively solve problems they are able 
to first clearly identify the problem and a series of steps to solve 
the problem. 
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 Some of us sometimes just -- we have an aversion, we’ve got 
pencilitis.  We just have an aversion to write stuff down.  Write 
down your stuff, what it is, how long has it been going on, and 
how bad is it.  And just the how long has it been going on or till 
your whole life. 

 
 If you got something been going on for 30 days that’s one thing.  

Sometimes you got something going on for 30 years.  That’s 
another thing. 

 
 And the solutions are different just based on an inflammation of 

how long it’s been going on. 
 
 Third thing is this, determine the real impact that it’s having in 

your life.  Oftentimes my old Pastor, William Holmes Borders, 
used to put it like this.  He said oftentimes we will major in 
minors and minor in majors.  You need to really accurately 
determine the real impact of really what the issue has in your 
life. 

 
 Sometimes when you really determine the real impact, you find 

that stuff really didn’t have much impact to your world at all.  
Some of you all the time go out for (00:19:11) what will impact 
the (00:19:14). 

 
 Sometimes you really need to put in what real impact does this 

thing and, somebody get your parking spot.  Somebody sit in 
your favorite seat.  And you know, some of these things are 
things that would actually worry some folk literally to death.  So 
you need to accurately determine what is the real impact of 
thing? 

 
Let me tell you one, one quick way of telling whether something 
is truly a major impact in your life or not?  Ask yourself simply 
the question, will this make a difference five years from now?  
And if it won’t make a difference five years from now, more than 
likely it’s not really a major impact in your life, and just that one 
little question will, will take so much strain out of your life, 
because most of us spent so much time worrying about stuff that 
that really it had a very minor impact within our lives. 

 
00:20:05 
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 Fourth thing you need to do is this, you need to determine the 
future implications.  If nothing changes with this thing, then 
what will happen?  What will happen if I take action for me and 
others?  You need to be able to forecast out the pros and the cons 
and what’s called the final results of things. 

 
 When Donald Trump had a philosophy about business deals, 

and this is what he said, he said, he always ask himself what’s 
the worst that can happen if I do this deal?  And he says, if he 
can live with the worse, he go on with the deal.  You need to ask 
yourself even with some things that you are about to do or 
trying to get better. 

 
 What’s the worst you can have with this thing and if you can’t 

live with the worst, you don’t need (00:20:48).  So you need to 
sometimes ask yourself that the implications of being able to 
forecast what will happen based on varying decisions in your 
life.  Some might will you some drugs to take, you need to ask 
yourself that what’s the worst that can happen if I take these 
drugs?  You don’t want to live with those consequences. 

 
 Do you know if so many of us ask ourselves the question, what’s 

the worst that can happen if I do this, we wouldn’t have done 
that stuff.  Before you slept with that person, what’s the worst 
that can happen?  I can catch age.  I don’t think about now.  You 
know, so if you ask yourself what’s the worst that can happen, it 
will slow you up on a whole lot of stuff that you really have no 
business doing and it will help to lead and to guide. 

 
 These are just -- these are just practical, see when David 

inquired of the Lord, God told him to go and get his stuff back 
but he had to use practical military strategy to get it back.  You 
noticed he didn’t inquire the Lord when he got really, he used 
logical military strategy and some evidence and walk that to get 
it back but he had to ask God was he even supposed to go and 
pursue to even try to get it back? 

 
 The fifth thing you need to do is this.  You need to ask yourself 

what did you have to do with it?  You need to ask yourself what -
- turn to the person next to you, ask them, what did you have to 
do with it?  See now, in the instance of where David had lost all 
of this stuff when you trace it back, it was because Saul had 
disobeyed God and if you look back in 1 Samuel 15:3, God told 
Saul, ‘Now go, attack the Amalekites and 
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totally destroy everything that belongs to them.  Do not spare 
them; put to death men and women, children and infants, cattle 
and sheep, camels and donkeys.’ 

 
 Now, that’s pretty harsh, that’s rough but this is God.  God said 

look, go in and kill everybody and everything, that’s a lot of stuff 
and 15, Verses 8 and 9, he says; 

 
 ‘He also took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and all his 

people he totally destroyed with the sword.  But Saul and the 
people spared Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle, the fat 
calves and the lambs, everything was good, these they were 
unwilling to destroy completely.  But everything that was 
despised and weak, they totally destroyed.’ 

 
 Saul said some of this stuff is too good to destroy.  And because 

he didn’t do what God said, they grew up and came back and 
attacked the children of Israel because and see God knew the 
stuff that was going to happen 20 years down the road.  Saul 
said too, some of this stuff, see some of you -- some of the reason, 
that some of you all have not done what you should have done 
because some of you all are saying, shu, that’s too good to let it 
go. 

 
 And that’s what keeps us in a lot of things.  Some of us have 

some stuff, we just feel even though God has spoken it into our 
spirit, we just feel, this stuff is just too good to let go.  And as a 
result we hang on and that’s what happened to Saul and it 
attacked the next generation.  So you always got to ask yourself 
what did I have to do with this stuff?  And when you can 
honestly and truthfully face your part in it, you are much closer 
to Saul. 

 
 And the sixth thing you need to do is you need to -- you need to 

write down the vision of the ideal outcome of what you want 
with the thing, write it down, that’s why I always do my stuff.  I 
have a vivid imagination and I imagine, just like I spoke to you 
about the books going to be bonds and nobles and every major 
book, I have got a vivid imagination of exactly what I am going 
to get, how am I -- my stuff is exact. 

 
 So you have got to envision the way that you want things to be 

exactly. 
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 And the last thing you have to do is you got to just do it.  See 
God could have told David all day long, yeah, go and get your 
stuff.  If David had never gotten up to go get his stuff, he never 
would have gotten his stuff.  You got to get up, you got to go 
after, you won’t have to fight, you won’t have to cross the 
Ravine, you won’t have to bell all day and night and you won’t 
have to sweat, strain and do whatever is necessary to go and to 
get what God has determined and ordained for you. 

 
 If you need to hear this message again, simply go to 

AirJesus.com, this is message #5310, Get It Back.  If you know 
someone who needs to go and get their stuff back and to hear 
this message, go to AirJesus.com.  You can email it to them 
absolutely free, message #5310. 

 
 We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word 

because brother, you need the word. 
 
00:25:17 
 
[Applause] 
 
 Amen!  Amen!  And Amen!  God wants some of you all to get 

some of your stuff back and to go and you are going to have to 
fight and go through some Ravines but God has some things 
that are for you.  Amen!  Amen! 
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