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You are listening to AirJesus.com and TheOnlineWord.com. This message is 

number 5314, that’s 5314. The title of this message is “The Eulogy of Effie Thomas” 

by Nathaniel Bronner. And now for the message: 

 

 

 Reverend Crommey asked me if you would be so kind as to turn off your cell phones 

or either put them on vibrate. He says he’s hearing a lot of phones ringing. I’m here 

to tell you that God has other ways of putting a call on your life than making your 

cell phone ring right now. 

 

But I am indeed honored to be here. I am appreciative of Pastor Crommey and our 

other pulpit ministers, and Reverend Hayworth Tucker and other ministers who 

may be here with us. I thank you for opening up your house unto us upon this day. I 

thank you Vissie Mc Kissick for inviting me here to perform the eulogy. 

 

I don’t have any paper with me, nor do I have a prepared message. I’ve never given 

the same sermon twice in all of the years that I have been preaching, and 

oftentimes God will send me to a place and He will simply say, “Don’t take any 

paper, don’t prepare anything. I’ll give you a message as you stand there.” And that 

happened to me most recently. I had to speak actually in Ukraine, which is in 

Russia, and I had to go up in front of thousands of people: the people didn’t look like 

me, they didn’t talk English, I had to speak through an interpreter, and God told me 

to go there with no paper and no prepared message. I said, “Lord, You sure about 

this?” But I’ve understood that when God has a message for you, He will pour it 

forth onto you. 

 

And I am here to tell you that eulogies, they are not for those who have 

transcended. Nor are funerals. If you understand even the very root word of the 

word ‘funeral’, the root word of it is ‘fun’. And funerals originated and they derived 

when people transcended and passed on. It was a fun time: they had a carnival, 

they had a party because they understood some spiritual truths. And even in the 

Bible, Ecclesiastes chapter 7 says, it says, “The day of one’s death is better than the 

day of one’s birth.” And it takes some living to really understand that, and you have 

to go through some things. 

 

Many times when I have to counsel people and deal with things within my 

congregation and among the people, to be perfectly honest about it, there are some 

situations that I really can’t relate to. I’ve had some stuff happen, and I’ve had some 

people go through some stuff, and to be honest about it, in a word it was just weird. 

Some stuff that I just had no experience with, all I could do was counsel them out of 

intellect and counsel them out of what I had studied, but I have never gone through 

some of those kinds of things. I’ve never gone through drug addiction, so I cannot 

relate to what it’s like to withdraw from drugs. There are some things that my 
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limitation of experience just has a concrete barrier and I can’t get there. But I can 

tell you this: I’ve been through this.  

 

In 2000, I had a brother who was 38 years old, who suddenly passed away. And 

there is a difference in the traumatic impact between a sudden transition as 

opposed to when someone lingers for a long time with an extended illness. 

 

When my father passed, he was in the hospital for 9 weeks, so we were prepared. 

God had ministered to us. But when my brother passed, I got a 911 pager call on a 

Sunday morning. And I rushed to the hospital before I was to preach that morning 

and I saw the doctor come out of the Emergency Room and I saw him shaking his 

head; and when he shook his head, the gesture, the meaning was clear yet the 

understanding of it was so absurd because he was a vibrant man, he was 

something, he had 5 children. He was what we thought – he was in the best of 

health. It wasn’t supposed to happen to someone so young. So it was a traumatic 

thing and on February 6, year 2000, it was the most traumatic event that I had ever 

experienced in my life. 

 

It was the most traumatic event that I had ever experienced in my life, but it was 

the best thing that ever happened to me. Let me go to explain what I mean by that, 

and when you understand what Ecclesiastes is talking about, it will not only change 

the way that you view death, it will change the way that you live. And see that’s 

what the Bible is really about. That’s what Christianity is really about. That’s what 

Jesus really came for is to change the way that we live. 

And as I saw that doctor come out of that emergency door and I saw that door 

swing, I heard God speak to me- He said “I want you to spend 24 hours with him in 

the funeral home.”  And I and my youngest brother, we spent 24 hours in Sevel 

Brother’s funeral home with a dead body.  Now many of you have never stayed up 

all night with a dead body- some folks scared!  But to be honest about it, it’s not the 

most comfortable thing, all night long in the middle of night in a funeral … there’s 

the noises, there’s some stuff moving, there’s some things.  And even though a 

lifeless body cannot harm you, just like no one in the cemetery can harm you, there 

are very few people who are comfortable in a cemetery at night.  There’s something 

about it that gets to our very psyche, dealing with physical death that we are 

uncomfortable with so when God told me- “You spend 24 hours …in that funeral 

home with your dead brother,” and I went in first of all, with the concept  and with 

the mentality to try to resurrect my brother.   

The bible says that those who believe will be able to lay hands on the sick and they 

shall get well, there’s indeed greater things than death to yield you.  So I went in 

with the concept and I went in with the mentality to lay hands on my brother and to 

resurrect my brother and to get him off out of that slumber.  And I went in with the 

mentality that the reason God wanted me to spend a whole 24 hours with him was 

for the purpose of resurrection.   
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And as I stayed- and there’s something you’ll understand even about the flesh- 

there’s nothing that get’s as cold as a dead body.  I mean there’s a level of coldness 

that you have to touch and feel to really understand.  There’s something about the 

coldness, transcends even a block of ice.  It’s just cold- once the spirit has left its 

flesh is colder than dead meat.  And when you touch it, and when you constantly lay 

hands on it- there’s something about it that just sends a chill though your entire 

soul.. And I, I laid hands on my brother all night long, praying all night long- “God 

bring him back”. Over in the middle of the night, darkness all around, strange 

sound all by ourselves, I began to hear the voice of my brother.   

Now the bible, to be perfectly honest- doesn’t deal a whole lot with the other side.  

Doesn’t tell you a whole lot about heaven, everything that the bible says specifically 

about heaven- you can see it on less than one page in the bible.  Doesn’t tell you 

much about hell, doesn’t tell you a whole lot about the other side, doesn’t tell you 

really any detail about the other side.  So when I heard my brother’s voice it was 

strange to me.  And I heard him speak these words—he said “It’s a hundred times 

better over here.”  And you see, you have to understand my brother Darrel- he had 

the best of everything, he didn’t really have a heinous life when this…He had the 

prettiest life, he drove the sharpest car, he dressed in the fanciest clothes.  He was a 

cool big daddy; he was the coolest of all of the brothers.  So he had the best in life on 

this side, and yet I heard him said “it’s a hundred times better over here.”  As I laid 

hands on him, and as I prayed, I heard him speak and I and I heard him say “look- I 

don’t want to come back,” and it changed-that night in that funeral home, that’s 

why people sometimes, we will think God has one purpose for us, but in reality he 

has another.  I felt God was sending me into the funeral home to change my 

brother, I didn’t realize he was sending me into the funeral home to change me.  

[Applause] 

And I’m a scientist by basic nature and educational training, and my youngest 

brother he’s a computer engineer- so both of us we’re logical.  We were trained in 

mathematics and science and logic and as I told my brother what I was hearing he 

said – how do you know that’s Darrel?  He said how do you know who that is?  I said 

I don’t, I don’t know who it is.  And he said you need to ask him something that only 

he would know.  I said look if that’s you, I said tell me something that only you 

would know.  He spoke two things to me and one I asked his wife, I said – Does this 

make any sense to you?  And she said yeah- that’s the picture hanging in our foyer, 

it’s an abstract and only he and I knew what it meant.  So I still don’t know it was 

him, but I know it wasn’t me.  So that I do know and the other thing he told me for 

the other person- when I told her that she said- Only he knew that!  So I knew it 

was beyond this plane of existence I knew that it was not me and I knew that what 

he was trying to speak to me was simply this- “Look don’t worry, this side is a 

hundred times better.”  [Inaudible] C’mon you people, we’ve got some stuff on this.. 

When the young man spoke and he said, he said he saw rings around her eyes and 

rings around the eyes that may indicate some type of struggle, they indicate some 

type of lack of sleep.  If I were to ask every one of you right now to raise your hand- 
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how many of you out there are going through something?  Every hand in this place 

go up.  [Applause] 

Even the best of us.  I don’t care what you have, I don’t care who you know, I don’t 

care what your bank account looks like, I don’t care how  young you are, I don’t care 

how old you are, I don’t care how pretty your wife is, I don’t care how handsome 

your husband is, I don’t care how famous you are, I don’t care how well you can 

speak, I don’t care how many degrees you have, Or I don’t care how big your house 

is, how fancy your car is, how sharp your clothes are, how smooth your hair is—

Everybody goes through something!  [Applause and cheers of agreement] and not 

only do you go though something, you’re going through something.  It is the nature 

of this existence, and of this life.   

The bible says that man born of woman- that’s the only way you can be born. Even 

Jesus had to be born of woman.  The bible said that “Man born of woman is of few 

years and full of trouble.”  Is trouble on the left, is trouble on the right, is trouble in 

the middle, it’s trouble if you do right, it’s trouble if you do wrong, it was trouble 

yesterday, it’s trouble today, it’s going to be trouble tomorrow. You know, this life it 

just has stuff- so I can understand when my brother got to the other side, and I can 

understand why Ecclesiastes Chapter seven says that “the day of one’s death is 

better than the day of one’s birth.”  I can understand it because people, you see the 

problem that we have here, is that we really have nothing to relate to on the other 

side.  This is all we know.  And because this is all we know, and see Christianity 

teaches us of the beauty, and the joy, and the peace of heaven.  But you know there 

was a preacher, preaching once and he said “Everyone who want s to go to heaven- 

Come on down!”  And everybody got in the church and they came down, and yet 

there was one man in the back who just didn’t move.  And the preacher saw him in 

the back, and he said “Everyone who wants to go to heaven- Come on down!”  And 

he still didn’t move, and he said well maybe the man’s a little hard of hearing, let 

me pump up the volume a little bit- he said “EVERYBODY WHO WANTS TO GO 

TO HEAVENNNN COME ON DOWN!”  And still the man didn’t move.   

And after church, the pastor went up to the man, and he said, didn’t you hear me 

say that ‘Everyone who wants to go to heaven-come on down?” and he said yeah I 

heard you.  He said well is there something about that, that you didn’t understand?  

Yeah I understood.  He said well don’t you want to go to heaven?  He said yeah but I 

don’t want to go right now.  So the problem is- Everybody wants to go to heaven, but 

no one wants to die.  And it is a doorway that is simply there from our birth.  You 

see when a child comes into this world.  The child comes into this world, in the 

midst of pain, crying and blood.  I have four boys, and I was there in the room with 

my wife on the delivery of each one.  And on each child, my wife was in so much 

torment and in so much pain as that child came out.  The transition from one world 

to another is painful.  And so it is, with the transition from this earth to a spiritual 

plane.  It’s painful, and always somebody on one side is crying, because we don’t 

know what’s on the other side, and if we understood- and that’s why when I left out 
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of that funeral home I had an entirely different view of life.  Because it came alive, I 

mean reading the bible is one thing, but hearing that thing and going to-see people, 

stuff changes when you have experience  versus what’s called just reading about it.  

There’s a whole different level when you experience something, and when I came 

out of that funeral home, I had a different belief, I really, not just from an 

intellectual point, I believed it from my soul.   

There’s a difference, some of you all believe it intellectually, you heard the preacher 

say it but you don’t really believe it, you don’t really have faith, you think that once 

you leave this plane, that you, you think that this is it.  But let me tell you 

something people- the bible promises you another world, but it promises two 

directions.  And just as my brother said-“on this side is a hundred times better” see 

on that downward it’s a hundred times worse and really today, there are some of 

you right now… and I can tell you, you going in the wrong direction.  And if you’re 

not headed in the right direction, when you leave this earth- and you don’t know 

when it’s going to be, and when you leave this earth if you’re not in the right 

direction, it’s gonna be a…. see I’m not worried about death, and I can live my life at 

peace simply because I’m not worried about death.  Now I’m going to do everything 

in my power to keep my body in good shape to live a long healthy life, but I’m not 

worried about death.  I know that I’m going to leave here, and I know that it’s going 

to be a relatively short time cause the other thing about it- people time flies.  I was 

just getting outta college thirty years ago.  I’m 50 years old right now, do you know 

time flies, I remember when I was just walking down high school graduation, time 

flies.  So it is not going to be long before I look around and I’m 80, and once I’m 80 

you know, you on a banana peel, once you hit 90- stuff suppose to happen, so it’s not 

going to be long.   

But I’m not worried because I know where I’m going , and as I got to the church 

today, one of the Deacons was outside, and he saw me walking up and he pointed to 

me and he said- I know you, I seen you on television, I know you.  And I said yes I’m 

coming, I’m to do the Eulogy today.  He said come with me, let me take you on 

inside.  When you leave this body, and when you transcend, when you meet Jesus, 

he better be able to say... I know you. [short applause]  Because there will be some, 

and Jesus said they came, they said many came and they said- “Lord, Lord, didn’t 

we prophesize in your name, didn’t we do miracles in your name?”  And Jesus said 

“Get away from me you workers of inequity, I never knew you.  When you leave this 

body and you will, rest assured that, and you will.  When you leave this body, you 

better make real sure that when you get to that other side, that Jesus will be able to 

look at you and say “I know you, follow me, come on in.”   

This service today, it’s for those who live and I just want to invite you right now- if 

there is someone within this place, and you need to commit your life to Christ right 

now…Pastor Cromley do I have your permission?  I just want to- if there’s just one, 

if there’s just one, and you know, don’t wait till you get out of here and say I’ll just 

do it next Sunday because next Sunday might not come, you just don’t know.  If 
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there’s one in the place right now I just want you to stand and just come on down In 

front, if there’s one person right now you want to give your life to Christ, don’t wait, 

don’t let life pass you by, because you need to be able, when you get to that other 

side, have Jesus say “I know you, come on in.”  [Applause]   

AMEN— Come on down! Amen, Amen!  [Inaudible]  The bible said there was more 

rejoicing in heaven over one, who inspired 99, than there are 4. Amen, Amen, Amen.  

Pastor Cromley, as you are the Shepherd and the head of this house,  I would like to 

ask if you would enter and lead them into the prayer of salvation, they’re here, this 

is your house, I respect the leadership of this house and amen, but people this … Oh 

he said he’s comfortable. Amen, Ok, Ok.  I’ll go ahead and do it, Amen, Amen.  

I just want to, let me just come down there … because sometimes I like to.  Amen.. 

If you would just lift up your hands and just repeat after me. 

Dear heavenly father, I stand before you a sinner, but I want to get right.  I’ve done 

wrong; I’ve walked the wrong path.  Father I have not been as faithful as I should, 

but today is a new day.  Lord I want to turn around, I stand before you as a new 

‘me’ and Lord today I accept your son Jesus, as my personal Lord and Savior.   I 

believe that he died for my sins, I believe that he arose, I believe that he is my 

Savior, and I believe that if I believe, I am saved.  And this day, at this hour, this 

person accepts Jesus to Christ.  And thy son Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

[Applause] Amen, Amen, Amen, God bless you.  And as you leave this church, you 

go and you find the church of your choice, and you become faithful in that place.  

The declaration is the first part, it’s like getting married but you got to be faithful.  

So go and find the church of your choice and if you don’t like the church that you 

find, you go and you find another one, and you find another one, and you find 

another one, and sometimes I know, sometimes when you’ve  been at a church, 

there’s some preachers you don’t trust- that’s all right there’s some preachers I don’t 

trust.  But there are some trustworthy preachers out there.  Find one!  And just like 

your money, there’s some counterfeit money out there, but you don’t throw away all 

your money, just coz there’s some counterfeit money.  Find the real, find the 

genuine, and get in that church, and be faithful.  And you never know, how the 

timing of things has to be, she may have had to go at a particular time, so it would 

bring someone else and it would affect their life eternally. God bless you.   

[Announcer]: This ends message number 5314, by Nathaniel Brunner.  To hear 

other messages or to send this message, number 5314 to a friend, simply go to 

OurJesus.com and TheOnlineWord.com.  This has been message number 5314.  

Listen to OurJesus.com and TheOnlineWord.com often and keep your spirit charged 

up.   

 


