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Narrator: You are listening to AirJesus.com and TheOnLineWord.com.  
This message is #5315, that’s #5315.  The title of this message is 
‘Pull The Trigger’ by Nathaniel Bronner and now for the 
message.    

 
Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of The Word, because brother, you 

need the Word. 
 
[Applause] 
 
 And today I am going to be speaking from the subject of ‘Pull 

The Trigger’.  I have a gun here and I am going to be taking to 
you today about pulling the trigger.   

 
Open your Bibles to 2 Kings, 13th Chapter and that’s where we 
are going to take our verse from, and fundamentally, I preached 
the last message was called ‘Son of A Bone’ and today almost 
continues on with a similar theme of ‘Son of A Gun’ and I want 
to just show you some things and why some of you now need to 
pull the trigger. 

 
 2 Kings, Chapter 13, beginning at the 14th Verse, and I will be 

reading the New Living Translation where it will read clearer.   
 
 2 Kings 13:14-19 
 

“When Elisha was in his last illness, King Jehoash of Israel 
visited him and wept over him.  “My father! My father! I see the 
chariots and charioteers of Israel!” he cried.  Elisha told him, 
“Get a bow and some arrows.”  And the king did as he was told.  
Then Elisha told the King of Israel to “Put your hand on the 
bow,” and Elisha laid his own hands on the king’s hands.  Then 
he commanded, “Open that eastern window,” and he opened it.  
Then he said, “Shoot!” So he did.  Then Elisha proclaimed, “This 
is the Lord’s arrow, full of victory over Aram, for you will 
completely conquer the Arameans at Aphek.” 

 
 “Now pick up the other arrows and strike them against the 

ground.” So the king picked them up and struck the ground 
three times.  But the man of God was angry with him.  “You 
should have struck the ground five or six times!” he exclaimed.  
“Then you would have beaten Aram until they were entirely 
destroyed.  Now you will be victorious only three times.”” 

 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5315.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5315.mp3 

 Now, Elisha told the king, he said get a bow and arrows and I 
want you to just shoot out of the window, and see people, you 
have to understand that the bow and the arrow, they were 
equivalent in our modern terminology to a rifle; a sword would 
have been equivalent to a pistol.  A sword was designed for 
what’s called close range or close in personal combat and a rifle 
was designed for long distance, where you could shoot a man 
from a distance. 

 
 They were weapons that killed people.  They were weapons of 

war, weapons of destruction, yet weapons of defense and 
weapons of offense, because sometimes you have to defend 
yourself.   

 
You know, even Jesus told the disciples at one point, go and get 
a sword.  The disciple came back and he is like I have got two of 
them, and Jesus said, that’s enough.  There are times in life 
when you need both offensive and defensive weapons at least 
figurative, if not sometimes literally.   
 
And Elisha told the king, go and shoot the rifle or shoot the 
arrow.  He said aim it and shoot it out of the eastern window, 
and he shot the arrow, and he shot the arrow and he said now 
pick up the other arrows and strike them against the ground.  
He picked up the other arrows and he struck the ground three 
times.   
 
And Elisha became angry with him and he said, you should have 
struck it five or six times.  In other words, what Elisha told him 
was you only half did, and oftentimes -- and he said, and 
because you half did it, you are going to have to deal with these 
enemies.  He said, if you had completely done it, you would have 
totally destroyed the enemy, but because you only half did, you 
are going to have -- and when you go and you read that 13th 
Chapter of 2 Kings and you understand what the Israelites were 
going through, they first of all had sinned, and because they had 
sinned, God let the enemy come in and conquer them, and king 
after king after king sinned and as a result brought all type of 
condemnation on the people because they were sinning. 

 
00:04:51 
 
 And Elisha said well, just shoot out the window and then strike 

these arrows on the ground, and he only struck it three times 
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and Elisha said, you should have -- and you see people, what 
happens with us in life is that when we are dealing with things 
and when we are trying to do something, we strike out because 
we only strike three times. 

 
 And most of the things in life that will require us to really put 

forth effort to become successful; oftentimes you just don’t get a 
home run on the first swing.  You have to keep going.  You have 
to basically -- and I got the title today subject ‘Pull the Trigger’, I 
got a MountainWings prayer request a while back and it was 
from a fellow who was a day trader. 

 
 A day trader is basically a stock trader, they trade stocks and a 

day trader, you don’t hold the stocks for a long period of time, 
you trade it just to make an incremental amount of money and 
they will make several trades a day.  And he wrote a prayer 
request in and he said, I am a day trader and he said, but the 
problem is fear has come upon me, and he said I am scared to 
make a trade, and in day trading when you make a trade, when 
you buy or sell a stock, it’s called pulling the trigger.  And he 
said I need prayer, because I am scared to pull the trigger.  

 
And there are instances in our life, just like this king, where we 
either are afraid to pull the trigger or we don’t half pull the 
trigger, and whenever you are trying to do anything, it takes 
some energy, it takes some effort, and people, whether you know 
it or not, it oftentimes takes failure before you would ever 
succeed. 

 
 In business, the average businessman or businesswoman has 

failed 4.5 times before they succeed, which means that if you are 
trying to go in business, and you try three things, and stop; 
statistically, your success does not come until two more times.  
But oftentimes three strikes and it will mess most people up, 
because they become tired, they become discouraged, they 
become despondent, they see all of the failures and they say 
Lord, I have failed.  

 
And you see people the only time when you truly fail is when 
you quit trying.  And if the enemy can ever get you to the point 
where you are like that man who wrote in with the prayer 
request and he was a day trader, but he was just scared to pull 
the trigger, and some of you right now, because you had failures 
in life in one area or another; some of you have been in 
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relationships and because you were in a bad relationship, you 
are just scared of any relationship, you are just scared to pull 
the trigger. 

 
 Now, in some instances you don’t need to pull the trigger.  You 

see, you must understand that even with pulling the trigger, 
that’s why, you know, Elisha told him look, he told him where to 
aim his arrow.   

 
The very definition of the word sin comes from an ancient word 
which means missing the mark.  So it means -- and see 
sometimes what happen with people, they are pulling the 
trigger, but they don’t know how to aim, and they just shoot and 
they don’t aim.  And that’s why a lot of people can never have 
success is because they lack focus.   
 
And oftentimes I counsel people and they will come to me with 
an idea and I will say, you know, that’s not a bad idea.  You may 
be able to make that work.  And they call me two days later, 
they have got another idea.  I said look, you don’t have resources 
to do all this stuff, you are trying to do 10 different things and 
haven’t done one successfully yet.  You need to take aim, focus, 
and pull the trigger on one thing first. 

 
 And they try to become basically jack of all trades and master of 

none, because they fail to point out of the window and properly 
take aim, they fail to aim before they pull the trigger, but I will 
tell you people in most of the things in life, you will have to try 
some stuff multiple times before you will ever succeed at it.  You 
will have some failures, but you don’t look at failures as failures, 
you look at them as very expensive learning classes.   

 
And whenever you have a failure, you need to be able to take 
note of the failure, you need to keep the receipt on what the 
failure cost you, you need to study where you went wrong so that 
you will make sure that you will not make that ever again.  
There is nothing wrong with failing, but there is something 
wrong with keep doing the same thing that caused you to fail 
the first time over and over and over and over and over again. 

 
00:10:01 
 
 And we have got to learn how to even get out of the fear that 

just because we have failed, there is nothing worse than seeing 
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someone who has gone through something and their whole -- 
their whole initiative, their whole faith, their drive, their 
ambition, everything is just gone, they are so beaten, so ground 
up in life, they don’t want to try anything else.  They don’t even 
want to move.  All they want to do is sit and just, you just don’t 
understand pastor what I have gone through.  You don’t know 
what has happened to me, you don’t know what -- and what it 
boils down to, it’s like Elisha when the king only struck three 
times and he said, man, you should have kept striking. 

 
 Turn to the person next to you and tell them keep striking. 
 
Audience Members: Keep striking. 
 
Nathaniel Bronner: Do you know before his home run records were broken 

recently, Babe Ruth held the home run record for the longest, 
and he was the home run king, but what people do not know 
about Babe Ruth is not only did he hold the home run record, he 
held the strikeout record, and the reason he held the strikeout 
record was because he kept pulling the trigger.  And just 
because Babe Ruth got up and swung once and swung twice and 
swung three times, and the umpire said, you are out, just 
because he struck out, it did not keep him from getting back up 
the bat.   

 
And this is the part that we have to understand that in life we 
will have some situations and we will have some things that we 
will strikeout at, completely flop and completely fail with, but 
you have got to pull that trigger, keep going, and keep working 
at it.  That’s the learning experience of life.   
 
How many of you all drive a Honda automobile, raise your hand 
if you have a Honda?  We have got several people in the 
audience.  I just want you to listen to the story of Soichiro 
Honda, that’s his name.  And I want you to see what happened.  
I don’t have a Honda, but I had a Honda motorcycle, my first big 
motorcycle was a Honda. 

 
 I preached a sermon called ‘The Beauty of A Scar’ about the 

experience of what happened when I fell off of the Honda.  But 
even though I fell off of the Honda, torn my clothes to shreds, 
scraped my skin off and, you know, just -- and my mother when 
she saw me, she said boy, you are never going to get on the 
motorcycle again.  No.  But I struck out because I went around 
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the curve too fast, I was acting a fool, I pulled the trigger and 
struck out. 

 
 But I got back on that motorcycle; I still have and ride a 

motorcycle today, but I don’t act a fool on the motorcycle.  Do 
you understand?  I did not -- I didn’t stop riding motorcycles, but 
I did stop acting the fool on the motorcycle.   

 
And that’s the point.  See, it’s not a matter that you stop, that 
you give up, but you do need -- and I analyzed, I said now why 
did I fall off of that motorcycle when riding that curve, and then 
when I analyzed it, I was going 87 miles an hour; that’s the first 
problem. 

 
 And see sometimes people when you get to the first problem, you 

don’t even have to go any further.  See, when you get to your -- if 
you start analyzing why you messed up and you get to that first 
problem, oftentimes you don’t even have to go past the first 
problem to figure out why you messed up.  So you don’t just keep 
pulling the trigger without understanding why you have made 
an error and why you messed up, but you have got to learn how 
to keep pulling the trigger, how to keep at it.  Don’t let failures 
stop you because failure is just success delayed if you can just 
keep at it. 

 
 Listen to what Mr. Honda went through.  Like most other 

countries, Japan was hit badly by the Great Depression of the 
1930s.  In 1938, Soichiro Honda was still in school when he 
started a little workshop developing the concept of the piston 
ring.  His plan was to sell the idea to Toyota.  He labored night 
and day, even slept in the workshop, always believing that he 
could perfect his design and produce a worthy product. 

 
 He was married and he pawned his wife’s jewelry for working 

capital.  Ladies, if you are married to a dreamer and sometimes 
you are married to a dreamer.  I had -- a lady wrote in the 
prayer request about her husband and she said my husband, he 
is just trying this venture after venture and he is losing all our 
money and she said pastor, pray for me, pray for this rascal to 
stop that stuff and pray for this rascal to straighten up. 

 
00:14:48 
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 And I wrote her back, I said ma’am, I understand the vision of 
the dreamer.  I said you don’t understand how many women I 
get prayer requests from whose husbands have drunk all the 
money up, whose husbands are out spending all the money up 
on other women, whose husbands are hooked on drugs or whose 
husband just took up and left and left them with all the bills and 
no money.  I said so your husband is working at a vision and you 
have got to be able to understand the vision, and even if he has 
failed three or four times, every single billionaire that you ever 
talk to, they have a whole string of failures.  You only just hear 
about the successes, you don’t hear about all of the failure.   

 
I said so hang in there with your husband, as long as the man is 
trying to do the right thing, you could be married to a potential 
multimillionaire, but if you kill his dreams, he will stop pulling 
the trigger. 

 
 He was married and he pawned his wife’s jewelry just to get 

some working money.  Finally came the day that he completed 
his piston ring and he was able to take it to -- a working sample 
to Toyota, and they told him that his piston rings didn’t meet 
their specifications. 

 
 So he had to go back to school and the engineers just laughed at 

his design, but he refused to give up.  He refused to stop pulling 
the trigger.  And see, my cap is not even stopping, and 
sometimes you are going to have that, and your cap won’t even 
start; as a matter of fact, your cap ring gets stuck, sometimes -- 
and this is what happens, you just run out of bullets. 

 
 Sometimes you are pulling the trigger, and you have been 

pulling the trigger, you are out of energy, you are out of money, 
your enthusiasm gets low, (00:16:35).  I mean if you all had just 
been like -- you are pulling the trigger, it won’t fire.   

 
So sometimes that just happens and what you have to do is go 
and get you some new -- I had a whole ring of cap, you have got 
to go and you have got to just reload, and that’s what happens.  
And see, that’s what church is about and that’s what faith is 
about, you have got to reload.   
 
You come to church and you come to hear the Word of God so 
that when you are empty, you can refuel yourself and you can 
revitalize yourself and it’s a renewing of the spirit every day.  So 
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when you run out of ammunition, you come and you get 
reloaded, to keep going and keep pulling the trigger.  
 
He refused to give up.  And rather than focus on his failure, he 
continued working towards his goal.  Then after two more years 
of struggle and redesign, he won a contract with Toyota.  By now 
the Japanese government was gearing up for war.  With the 
contract in hand, Honda needed to build a factory to supply 
Toyota, but building materials were in short supply because of 
the war.   
 
Still he would not quit.  He invented a new concrete making 
process that enabled him to build the factory.  With the factory 
now built, he was ready for production, but the factory was 
bombed two times, so he was going through all this stuff, and 
then the country went to war and blew up his plan. 

 
 Can you imagine the kind of discouragement that Honda went 

through after going through all of this, finally getting the 
contract, then he couldn’t get the concrete because -- so he 
invented a way to make the concrete, got that, and then finally 
got his plan up, and here comes the Americans and just blew it 
up to pieces.  Can you imagine the kind of discouragement and 
disheartening turn of events that would have among -- on 
anybody.  

 
Steel became unavailable.  Was this the end of Honda?  You 
know what he started doing?  He started collecting gasoline cans 
discarded by the US fighters.  He called them gifts from 
President Truman.  Since steel was running short, they left gas 
cans when the planes were -- and he started collecting those and 
melting to make his own steel, and they became the new raw 
materials for his rebuilt manufacturing process.  
 
Finally, an earthquake destroyed the factory.  Now, for those of 
you who have Honda automobiles, when you see a Honda, I 
want you to just know the story of Mr. Honda, an earthquake 
destroyed the plant.  After the war an extreme gasoline shortage 
forced people to walk or use bicycle.   
 
Now you have got to imagine, the war is over, the man has gone 
through all this stuff, finally got the contract, got the contract, 
couldn’t get the concrete.  He developed a way to make the 
concrete.  Finally got the plant deal, the Americans blew it up 
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two times.  Finally got that rebuilt with the steel from the gas 
can, an earthquake came and destroyed the plant. 

 
 Now, you know people, with most of us, we would have simply 

said look, that’s just it, I have had it, I have had all I can stand, 
I have gone through all this failure, and it looked like the very 
forces of the universe were against me. 

 
00:19:56 
 
 Have you all ever had a situation -- now see, when an 

earthquake came, you have got to admit, after the plant blew up 
two times, you have got to admit, he is going through all that, 
and the earthquake came, you would go, look, wait a minute, 
this is just too much.  Now Lord, I can deal with -- I can deal 
with -- with the Americans blowing up, but now God himself has 
opened up the earth and swallowed up my plant. 

 
 So here he was after the war, no plant and extreme gasoline 

shortage forced people to walk or use bicycles.  Honda built a 
tiny engine and attached it to his bicycles.  He was riding 
around with a little motor on his bicycle and his neighbors 
started wanting what he had.  And although he tried materials 
were very short and he was unable to supply the demand.  

 
Did he give up?  No.  What he did, he wrote to 18,000 bicycle 
shop owners, asking them to help him revitalize Japan and 
finance his new bicycle motor.  5,000 bicycle owners, shop 
owners responded and advanced him with what little money 
they could to build his tiny bicycle engines.   
 
He said his first models were too bulky to work with, so he 
continued to develop and adapt until finally the small engine, 
the Super Cub, became a reality and was a success.  With 
success in Japan, Honda began exporting his bicycle engines to 
Europe and America and the rest as they say is history. 

 
 This man just kept on pulling the trigger even when his 

ammunition ran out, when his raw materials ran out, when 
earthquake came against him, when war came against him, this 
man still kept pulling the trigger. 

 
 It’s the way that you will have to do in life.  Stuff will come at 

you, take your resources, but see -- see people, resources are 
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always renewable.  It is never the taking of resources that truly 
destroys us; it is the crushing of spirit that destroys us. 

 
 See, if a person can ever crush your spirit, if a situation can ever 

crush your spirit, they can take all your stuff, but as long as 
your spirit remains strong, no matter what happens to your 
stuff, you can keep going and you can rebuild.  But you can have 
all the stuff in the world, but if your spirit is taken, you are left 
despondent and you are left dejected, and we need to take a note 
of just what Honda did.  

 
And you have to understand that you have got to be able people 
to keep going, and you have got to be able to pull that trigger.  
Some of you right now, you have got ideas and you have got 
things that are birthing in you, but you are just scared to pull 
the trigger, and you won’t do anything with the stuff and the 
ideas that God has given you, and sometimes people this thing 
has a timer and you need to move fast. 

 
 How many of you all use a telephone?  Everybody.  Everyone 

knows who invented the telephone was Alexander Graham Bell.  
Well, not exactly.  Actually the fellow who really co-invented the 
telephone was named Elisha Gray, but the difference between 
Elisha Gray and Alexander Graham Bell is that Alexander 
Graham Bell made it to the patent office one hour before Elisha 
Gray.  They both had invented the telephone, but Alexander 
Graham Bell made it to the patent office one hour before Elisha 
Gray, and that’s why you get telephone service through Bell 
sound instead of Gray sound, because of one hour that he 
missed.  

 
So what I am telling you people, when God has birth something 
in you, you need to move.  Turn to the person and tell them, you 
need to move. 

 
Audience Members: You need to move. 
 
Nathaniel Bronner: See, you all have been sitting on this thing for the longest.  

God has birth something in your spirit and you are sitting on it 
and you need to move.  You will be -- you know, what they call -- 
what they call, an hour late or a day late and a dollar short, you 
need to move with the ideas that God has given you, and you 
need to get going with the stuff. 
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 I had a lady, we were leaving a movie screening not too long ago, 
and I was walking and a lady came out, and she said -- she said, 
you don’t know me, but I called you one day and I called you 
with an invention that I had, and the last time I called you, you 
said somebody already had that product patented up, and she 
thought I had given the fellow who had the product her idea. 

 
 I said I gave you an idea.  I said you didn’t do anything with it.  

You didn’t pull the trigger.  And whenever you have an idea and 
you don’t do anything with it, somebody else is going to get that 
idea and they are going to put the thing in action and you are 
going to be sitting there talking about I wish I had.  Or you are 
going to be sitting there talking about I thought of this and I 
came up, because you don’t do anything with it, and because you 
don’t move with it, because you don’t pull the trigger, somebody 
else takes it and somebody else makes a fortune and changes the 
world and leave you mad thinking they stole your idea.  It’s 
God’s idea, they just used. 

 
00:25:09 
 
 We have got to learn people to move when God gives us and 

don’t let discouragement or tragedy.  My father had a statement, 
he said that even death itself would stand still for a sufficiently 
determined will.  Now, you make it up in your mind that come 
hell or high water, nothing is going to stop you from success; 
neither bombs, nor earthquakes will stop you from what you 
have determined to do. 

 
If you would like to hear this message again or send this 
message to a friend, simply go to AirJesus.com.  This is message 
#5315, ‘Pull the Trigger’.  You can send it absolutely free 
anywhere in the world at AirJesus.com, message #5315.   
 
We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, 
because brother, you need the Word. 

 
[Applause] 
 

Amen!  Amen!  Turn to the person and tell them, pull the 
trigger. 

 
Audience Members:  Pull the trigger. 
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Nathaniel Bronner: Pull the trigger.  Now, don’t you all go out and get a real 
gun, but you need to pull the trigger on the ideas and the 
concepts and that which God has laded upon your heart, and you 
make that thing work, and don’t give up, and you keep hanging 
in there, you keep battling it, and success is yours as long as you 
don’t give up.  But if you give up, the devil has won, but as long 
as you… 

 
 Some of you are going to go out right now and you are going to 

go buy KFC, Colonel Sanders was in his 60s when he started 
KFC, so it’s not too late, and some of you all can cook way better 
than Colonel Sanders, but you don’t have his money, and you 
don’t have his success, because you didn’t take your chicken and 
see, I don’t even think that was Colonel Sanders’ recipe.  That 
rascal couldn’t cook that chicken like that, that wasn’t even his 
recipe.  But what it was, it was his vision, and the man with the 
vision will always go farther than the man with the technology.   

 
He had the vision; it was probably a cook back in the kitchen 
who had the technology, but you don’t know her name, you know 
Colonel Sanders, and you haven’t seen her picture, you see 
Colonel Sanders.  He had the vision, she had the technology.  

 
 Some of you God has given both vision and technology, but until 

you get out of the kitchen with it, and until you pull the trigger, 
it will never come to fruition.  And even if you fail, just take that 
lesson, see where you messed up, tell yourself you are not going 
to do that again, you are going to do it different this time, and 
you come back. 

 
 I like a lot of movies and one of my favorite movie lines is from 

Rocky IV, and it was when Rocky fought this real big Russian.  
Some of you remember the movie and he was getting ready to go 
to Russia to fight, but the Russian had already killed Apollo 
Creed, and his wife was -- didn’t want him to fight the Russian 
because he was so tough and he had all this high technology and 
all of this.  And Rocky walked into his house and his wife was at 
the top of the balcony, she said, Rocky, please, please don’t go 
fight that man, because if you go fight that man, he might kill 
you.   

 
And I never will forget the line, because it became just a 
galvanizing point for my life and to understand some things, and 
he said, yes, he might kill me, he said, but to kill me he has got 
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to get in the ring with me.  And he said to get in the ring with 
me, he has got to be willing to die himself.  So this -- this is a --  

 
[Applause] 
 
 So even these circumstances that come against you in life, yeah, 

they may get you down, but -- but if the devil is going to get in 
the ring with me, the devil has got to be willing to take some 
(00:29:26).  So it’s the way you need to view life.  And you need 
to pull that trigger and don’t let stuff stop you.  Get up. 

 
 The old definition of success, fall down seven times, get up eight.  

See, as long as you get up one more time than you fall down, you 
will be successful.  As long as you don’t stay down.  See, 
drowning is easy, but you don’t drown because you fall in the 
water; you drown because you don’t get out. 

 
00:30:02 
 
 Fall down seven times, get up eight.  Pull the trigger.  Don’t you 

let anything in life keep you down, hold you down, and make you 
quit, because it’s not God’s way or His will.  God bless you! 

 
Narrator: This ends message #5315 by Nathanial Bronner.  To hear other 

messages, or to send this message #5315 to a friend, simply go to 
AirJesus.com and TheOnlineWord.com.  This has been message 
#5315.  Listen to AirJesus.com and TheOnlineWord.com often 
and keep your spirit charged up. 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5315.mp3

