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Narrator: You are listening to AirJesus.com and TheOnLineWord.com.  
This message is #5316, that’s #5316.  The title of this message is 
‘Be Prepared’ by Nathaniel Bronner, and now for the message. 

 
Nathaniel Bronner:    Welcome to Brothers of The Word, because brother, you need 

the word. 
 
[Applause] 
 
 And today, I just want to tell you two words, just two words but 

these two words will take you a long way in life.  It is a -- it is a 
philosophy and it is a slogan and a principle that anyone who 
has ever participated in scouting, in the Boy Scouts of America, 
they understand these two words and they understand the 
simple principle of “be prepared”. 

 
 Turn to the person next to you and tell them, “Be prepared” [Be 

prepared].  Be prepared, it’s the motto of the Boy Scouts.  Be 
prepared for what?  Someone once asked Baden-Powell, the 
Founder of Scouting, while for any old thing said Baden-Powell 
the training you receive in your truth will help you live up to the 
scout motto. 

 
 When someone has an accident, you are prepared because of 

your first-aid instruction because of life-saving practice, you 
might be able to save a non-swimmer who is fallen into deep 
water. 

 
But Baden-Powell wasn’t thinking just of being ready of 
emergencies.  His idea was that all scouts should prepare 
themselves to become productive citizens and to give happiness 
to other people.  He wanted each scout to be ready in mind and 
body for any struggles and to meet with a strong heart, 
whatever challenges might lie here.  Be prepared for life to live 
happily and without regret, knowing that you have done your 
best.  That’s what a scout motto means. 
 
I participated in as a boy scout when I was a young boy and we 
learned and understood the principle of “be prepared” and you 
see with life, success really does not come to those who want it 
because everyone wants success, everyone wants to be happy, 
everyone wants to have good relationships, good health, good 
money, everyone wants those things. 
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Success does not come to those who want it.  Success comes to 
those who are prepared for it.  Turn to the person and tell them 
“be prepared” [Be prepared].  And you see we have to understand 
that the old adage that success is when preparation meets 
opportunity.  If opportunity comes and if you are not prepared 
for it, opportunity will ether pass you by or you will not even 
recognize the opportunity. 
 
You want money?  Unfortunately, so many relate money to 
success, but just even using money as an example that all of us 
can relate to, you won’t get money unless you are prepared for it.  
And your preparation and your mentality of having proper 
preparation, it can either draw money to you or cast it away 
simply because we are not prepared or because we are.  It’s a 
frame of mind and a frame of thinking. 
 
I was counseling someone just a few days ago with a property 
situation and they had an instance where their property was 
about to be foreclosed upon and they were coming to me for 
counseling and for help and I asked them the details of the 
property, and after I asked them all of the details of the 
property, I got all of the facts and got how much the property 
was worthy and how much equity was there and what was their 
credit situation and all of the natural logical details of the 
situation and when I got everything, I said, look, you have no 
equity in the property. 
 
Your credit is already ruined so a foreclosure is not going to 
make any real difference with that.  Your cash flow is already 
strained else you would be in the foreclosure in the first place.  I 
said by all logic, you need to just go ahead and let this property 
go and get out from under the strain of it. 
 
And they said, well, Pastor Bronner, you don’t understand.  You 
see I just spiritually feel that I needed to keep this property.  I 
said you spiritually feel it but none of the stuff goes along with 
logic.  I said and you have to be very careful when wisdom tells 
you one thing and if you don’t have clear spiritual confirmation 
to go against wisdom. 
 

00:05:00 
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I said wisdom says you need to let that property go and I am not 
feeling anything in my spirit that you need to keep that 
property, you need to let that property go. 
 
And -- and -- and what they told me at the end was the thing 
that I want you to understand.  They told me this, they said, 
look, if you get some lottery numbers, will you give those to me, 
and the reason they asked me that question I preached the 
sermon years ago and in the sermon, I actually called out some 
lottery numbers and I told the people, these numbers are 
guaranteed to hit. 
 
I told them it is absolutely guaranteed to hit.  I said, but the 
problem is, are they that guaranteed to hit, I said it may take 
you years for them to hit and I was trying to explain to the 
people the foolishness of playing the lottery and that if you have 
a three-digit number, there is a one in one-thousand probability 
that will hit so just about natural law of mathematical 
probability, the number will fall every three years, just every 
thousand days is going to fall just as a match. 
 
But the problem is, because the lottery pays 500 to one, but it 
only has a one in one thousand chance to fall, you end up 
spending double to get back half, it’s a fool’s bet.  So that’s what 
I was trying to tell the folk and I was telling, I just -- I will give 
you some numbers so I hollowed that three numbers. 
 
Now the problem was, you all say the problem [The problem].  
The problem was that was a Friday evening that I was 
preaching, and the problem was one of the numbers fail on 
Saturday.  Then went an ad on television, the next number fails, 
it aired a third time and the third number fails so a folk was 
calling them into the church wanted to know what’s up with this 
and why these numbers were -- 
 
So they remembered that sermon and they asked me could I give 
them some numbers to help get them out of their mess.  And 
people, we need to be prepared for life’s situations.  The lottery 
is not going to get you out of your mess.  And unfortunately, our 
preparation sometimes, it is a fool’s preparation in life, we 
prepare by going to the convenient store, buying some lottery 
ticket, that’s not a preparation for your future, that’s not going 
to get you out of the jam, that’s not going to solve the issues in 
your life.  You are going to have to be properly prepared. 
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Now, I don’t negatively talk about the lottery, there is nothing 
that is spiritually wrong with playing the lottery, but it’s a fool’s 
bet and if God did give me some numbers to play them at big 
pick sixes, when I walk down to the lottery office and played 
those numbers, no, I wouldn’t do it.  I would run down then 
playing. 
 
So it’s nothing that is spiritually wrong, but you have to 
understand there is a difference.  See, often things are not 
spiritually prohibited, but they don’t go along with wisdom and 
there is no one -- no one -- there is no one I know who plays the 
lottery on any regular basis who is broke, busted and disgusted, 
no one. 
 
I don’t know anyone who plays the lottery who is broke, busted 
and disgusted.  So it’s a category and it’s a group that you just 
don’t want to fit yourself in and if you want to change some 
situations, you have to be prepared and you have to understand 
proper preparation.  For those of you who are young, you need to 
go and stay in school, that’s the preparation for the future, that’s 
why things come to those who are prepared for it. 
 
And if you are not prepared for it, it will not come to you.  You 
have got to be prepared for some stuff.  When you get out of, I 
mean, people, we see all of the stuff that we want, and yet, we 
will not follow the practical procedures.  Do you know, God was 
a practical God that’s why He had people planning, that’s why 
he said, in the season, there is a season for planting and there 
was a season for reaping, you cannot reap if you don’t plant.  
You’ve got to be prepared for something. 
 
I hear people talking about they are waiting on a ship to come in 
and never send a ship out, you have got to be prepared for some 
things.  If you are not prepared for some things in life and if you 
don’t make preparations, it’s not going to be come to you.  Your 
salvation even in a financial realm is not going to come through 
some miraculous deliverance. 
 
Too many of us are waiting on a miracle and we refuse to work.  
The people and the children of Israel as they were going through 
the wilderness, they were sustained by miracles every day 
because it rained manna from heaven, but at the end of a day 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5316.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5316.mp3 

and the next morning, the manna had worms in it.  They could 
store up nothing. 
 
And oftentimes, people we live and there is nothing wrong with 
miracles but there is something wrong with depending upon a 
miracle every single time. 

 
00:10:02 
 
 It’s not the way God wants us to live, it’s the way that He fed the 

people while they were in the wilderness, but we are not meant 
to live in the wilderness, our destiny is for the promise land and 
the promise land is not an over-miracle every day. 

 
 Now, I live by miracles every day, because every breath that I 

take is a miracle.  But I -- but I don’t live by miracles based on, 
Lord, I am not going to make any plans for the future, I am not 
going to prepare, I just know you are going to take care of me.  
No, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, if I don’t go to work there is some 
bad stuff going to start to happening.  Do you understand that?  
So -- so you have to -- you have to be prepared for this life, and 
you will find that it’s true in every single arena, in every area of 
our lives. 

 
 You will find that people who get the best are the best prepared.  

They will -- they’ll just come to you.  We have several lawyers 
here who in the office, who in the audience, and do you know 
lawyers who win the cases are prepared for the case?  You want 
me -- I have had some legal situations when someone sued me 
and I lost the case, but my lawyer just wasn’t prepared.  The 
other lawyer just grounding up like (00:11:21), he came and that 
he had case and citation after this in precedent, and my lawyer 
got up with an essay.  I mean, I said, oh my goodness, this man 
is not prepared, and I saw what happened with preparation 
versus non-preparation, and -- and if you are not prepared, the 
world will eat you alive and see, we are (00:11:48) we are moan 
about this, that and the other people, you have got to get 
prepared for some stuff.  If you want acceptance for a path of 
success. 

 
[Applause] 
 
 Turn to your neighbor and you just ask him, what are you 

getting ready for?  [what are you getting ready for?].  You see, it 
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makes a difference and you can tell where someone is going by 
just how they are getting ready.  See, if someone is getting ready 
to go to a real high-class, fancy function, you can look at them in 
the restroom, in the bathroom, and you can tell by how they are 
getting ready where they’re going.   

 
 So, what are you getting ready for?  And you can tell path and 

destination by preparation, whenever God would send people or 
do some -- he took people who he knew he could prepare and we 
have got to be prepared if we ever -- see the problem is, instead 
of being prepared too often, we’re too busy being repaired, and if 
we get prepared we won’t have to spend so much time getting 
repaired. 

 
 I deal with so many situations that are -- and you have to deal 

and everyone needs fixing every now and then, but if you have to 
stay in there, it’s like a car, if you have to have a car in the 
repair shop too often, if you have to spend too much time of our 
life in a state of reparation, and being repaired, then we really -- 
you know, sometimes many -- many of us -- we talk about 
reparations.  Do you know what reparation means?  It means 
really it comes from preparation.  When you really understand 
the root of the word, and it really means just given you stuff to 
be prepared.  You need to be prepared, not depending upon 
miracles. 

 
 Now I believe in miracles but I don’t miracles to sustain me, 

because you spend too much nervous time waiting on a miracle.  
You -- you really do.  You spend some nervous time waiting on a 
miracle.  I don’t want to live by miracles, I believe in them, and 
it’s just like if I ever get sick, I want a miracle. 

 
 But in order to keep from getting sick, you need to be prepared 

for health, because if you are not prepared for health, sickness is 
waiting on you.  So it is a matter of a conscious preparation.  
You don’t get sick because you come in contact with the germ, 
absolutely not, germs are all around us.  Anyone who studied 
biology or microbiology, if you take a Petri dish, open it up for a 
minute and close it back up and come back in four to eight 
hours, all kind of stuff is growing in, just from opening that 
thing up to air for just a few minutes, because there is all kind of 
germs and pathogens in the air right now. 
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 The reason that we get sick is because our body becomes weaker 
than the germs.  So if you don’t want to get sick, you have to 
prepare your body, so that your body is not weaker than the 
germ.  Most of our illnesses now are not even based upon 
infectious diseases, they are degenerative diseases.  That’s why I 
am not scared of getting old. 

 
00:15:01 

 
Oh, I am not scared of getting old because I am prepared for old 
age and the way that I prepare for old age, there is a pattern 
and there are some things that you do see, you know you are 
going to get old, there is no way around it.  You know you are 
going to get old but there is a huge difference between some who 
are old and can’t move and involute state versus some who are 
just as vibrant, just as alive, just as bouncy, what are you 
getting ready for. 

 
 Turn to the person again next and ask them, what are you 

getting ready for?  [what are you getting ready for?] And so you 
can tell where we are going by just the simple thing of what we 
are getting ready for. 

 
Some of you want a good mate, you got to be prepared for a good 
mate, you got to prepare for the stuff.  I gave you the scenario of 
how my wife and I kind of got together.  I didn’t even go over the 
story of how I got together but my wife was prepared when I 
came along. 

 
 She was ready for me.  Do you understand that?  She was ready 

for me and I was ready for her and both of us were ready for 
each other, so if you want anything in life, you have to prepare 
for what you want.  It does not come automatically.  It does not 
come arbitrarily, and see, if you are not prepared to receive it, 
often you will lose it because you are not prepared for it. 

 
 God can send the blessing on you but because you are not 

prepared for it, you will lose the blessing just because you are 
not prepared for and -- and you really need to ask yourself 
serious of the question, what am I getting ready for ?  What am I 
getting ready for?  And you can tell by your actions, by just what 
you did yesterday, what you are getting ready for?  You are 
getting ready for prosperity or poverty, just by what you did 
yesterday.  You are getting ready for help or sickness, just by 
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what you did yesterday, you are getting ready for a great 
relationship or you are getting ready for heartbreak, just 
because of what you did yesterday. 

 
 See, there are some things that you know lead one direction or 

another and we need to be like the Boy Scouts.  Jesus’ whole 
message was basically get prepared.  Opportunity comes just 
like Jesus when we often are not expecting it.  You don’t know 
when you are going to meet your husband, you could be out 
shopping in the grocery store or in the produce section, and he 
could walk by, and do you know, if you are not ready, if you are 
not prepared, if your spirit is not right, if you are not looking at, 
so you ought to be prepared at all times for everything. 

 
 You never know when someone will have the ideal job for you 

and will see you somewhere and will recognize.  I have often 
seen people and I have seen people performing their job so well 
that I walk up to them and give them a card, I said.  look, I 
really admire the way you are doing your job.  If you ever decide 
to change careers or leave this company, give me a call because I 
can use the person like you. 

 
 And you never know who is looking at you, your preparation and 

your preparation for both present and future, what are you 
getting ready for?  And once we make up our minds, see there 
are some things I want in life both today and tomorrow and I am 
getting ready for it right now, I am getting ready for my 
financial, I am getting ready for relationship. 

 
 See, when I presented those 12 gifts to Puddin, don’t you know 

that smoothes away for relationships, don’t you know that 
prepare.  See, when a man comes home and a woman live all 
stuck, you are not prepared for that stuck out prior, that stuff 
just didn’t pump it, that stuff is a matter of preparation.  You 
see a couple riding down the street, the man hanging out by the 
fault out of this door and the woman hanging, that’s 
preparation. 

 
 See, they have prepared, you prepare for happiness just like you 

prepare for loss, all that stuff is preparation.  So you have to 
prepare, you have to be prepared for whatever you want.  And 
see the problem is, people, we are often such an instant 
gratification generation, we want our stuff right, we don’t like to 
spend.  Our food is like that now, all the food is instant and it’s 
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killing us and making us sick because we won’t take time to 
prepare it.  And when we prepare it properly, but it takes time 
for preparation, and we want an instant and it’s just not going to 
work that way, instant is grease good for nothing, I started this 
good for nothing but you know, sometimes women will throw hot 
grease on a man, those instant grease don’t stick like the old 
times grease they just slide out. 

 
 Now, when you take time and really prepare a grease, a man -- 

they don’t even stick like those old time grease. 
 
00:20:00 
 

So the instant stuff just doesn’t work as well.  It takes time for 
preparation and we must learn to give our lives and we must 
learn to give our -- if you drop out of school you are preparing for 
failure.  So it’s no surprise, you can’t get a job, it’s no surprise 
when you drop out of school, you are prepared for it, you set the 
pattern, you set the plan, and the day you decided not to go was 
the day that you said, I am preparing to struggle the rest of my 
life, you prepare for this stuff.   

 
 And there are some things in life that we make a difference on 

by just what we are getting ready for.  God is trying to speak to 
us not about just preparing for this life, but there is another life 
that I am far more concerned about than this.  Luke 12:39 says, 
“And this know, that if the goodman of the house had known 
what hour the thief would come, he would have watched, and 
not have suffered his house to be broken through but be ye 
therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour when 
ye think not. 

 
 We can sometimes see very easily preparing for this life, but 

what preparation had you made for the afterlife?  This life is 
very short span of time that averages 70 some odd years, but 
what about eternity?  Are you getting ready for eternity, are you 
guys worried about tomorrow?  And see, if we don’t understand 
the real value of preparation or being prepared, the Bible says 
that -- that he will come like a thief in the night when no man 
knows that, and it said, if you knew when a thief was coming 
you would have been on watch for the thief and you wouldn’t 
have broken and stolen your stuff. 
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 See, if everyone knew the exact hour that Jesus was coming 
back exact hour, everyone would be on their best behavior to 
going in repentant right before you had been ready, but he said 
he is going to come with Jesus even said, even he does not know 
the hour only, the Father knows.  So you have to be prepared. 

 
See, many of the opportunities in life, both in the natural and in 
the supernatural, we don’t know the time or the date.  When I 
met my wife, I met my wife 10 years before we ever dated, she 
was my roommate’s niece and he introduced me to her, I was 27 
she was 16, and when I saw her something hit me about her and 
when she saw me something hit her about me.  She was 
preparing herself 10 years before we ever got to get.  You don’t 
know when the opportunity and I had no idea when I saw this 
woman that this would be my wife and she had no idea I would 
be her husband. 

 
 You never know when opportunity will present itself in the 

natural and you never know when God is coming in the 
supernatural.  God could appear in a flash.  I don’t know when 
the time or the places, I don’t know, I don’t know whether it will 
be in one minute and I don’t know whether it will be in a 1000 
years, I don’t know, many prophesied that for the longest and 
still hasn’t gotten.  I don’t know when it is, if I did I would have 
more knowledge than Jesus, I don’t know but I do know this, I 
am going to be prepared, because I don’t know the hour nor the 
date.  So I am going to be ready when Jesus comes. 

 
People, I understand investment and though we focus on the 70 
some odd years of this life, I honestly believe that there is an 
eternity that will make this seems like a flash in the pan, and 
yet we spend no energy sometimes, we spend no effort preparing 
for eternity, preparing for what God has for us, for the rest, for 
truly rest of our lives. 
 
What are you getting ready for?  What are you preparing for?  
Are you ready for the return of Christ?  Are you ready for 
eternal life?  If Jesus were to come and ask you right now how is 
your life, how is your belief, how is your spirit?  What would it 
be like?  Can you pass the test? 

 
 You see, people, when people are nervous about taking test, they 

don’t know the material.  Every time I knew my stuff and every 
time I studied.  Every time I was prepared I was never 
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concerned about the test.  The only time I was worried about 
test when I hadn’t studied.  If I hadn’t studied I worried, but 
when I was prepared and you find that about life, people.  When 
you are prepared, life doesn’t worry you.  When you are fortified 
in spirit and when you know that no matter what Satan brings, 
I know where my faith and strength is. 

 
00:25:06 
 
 When you are prepared, you don’t worry about circumstances.  

When you are not prepared, you are not ready for the stuff in 
this world nor are you ready for the stuff in the world to come.  I 
tell you, people, right now you never know the day, nor the hour, 
what are you getting ready for, you need to be prepared. 

 
 If you like to hear this message again you can go to 

AirJesus.com, simply listen to the message Be Prepared, 
message #5316.  If you know someone who needs to hear it, you 
can email it to them absolutely free of charge at AirJesus.com.  
Simply send the message #5316.  We thank you for joining us 
today at Brothers of the Word, because brother, you need the 
word. 

 
[Applause] 
 
Female Speaker: This ends message #5314 by Nathaniel Bronner.  To hear other 

messages or to send this message #5314 to a friend, simply go to 
AirJesus.com and TheOnlineWord.com.  This has been message 
#5314, listen to AirJesus.com and TheOnlineWord.com often 
and keep your spirit charged up. 
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