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Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word. 
 
And I want to talk to you today from a subject that God spoke to me recently. I was 
sitting here on the pool and realized, he was preaching and God spoke to me and he 
said I want you to teach on the tools for climbing the mountain. And when he spoke 
that, things began to vibrate within my spirit and he wanted me to just teach you 
on just the meaning and the tools necessary to climb a mountain because so many of 
you right now, you are other facing mountains or you will face mountains. You have 
some big things that you have to climb. You have some big things that you have to 
conquer. There were some big things that God want you to do in and they are often 
like mountains to us. We see them looming before us and sometimes they make us 
shake and they make us shiver and they make us wonder. If we are capable, they 
make us question “Lord, how am I going to get through this?” because we have 
mountains of life to deal with and even the daily inspirational e-mail that are 
published everyday is called mountain wings. 
 
Wings over the mountains of life and everyone have them but so often people are 
not able to climb them or get around then. And we end up not being on the 
mountain but we end up with a mountain on us. And you can make a choice of 
whether you will end up climbing the mountain and conquering the mountain or 
whether you will end up with a mountain on you, because it can go other way. And 
too often even within the church, we end up burn down and heavy laden because the 
mountain is on us and God wants to just show you the explanation of the tools 
necessary to climb and to conquer the mountain.  
 
And on yesterday, what I actually did, I actually went to the store. I went to that 
one which is one of the largest sellers of sports goods in the world. They are over a 
billion dollar company and I have been there before but I remember seeing on their 
billboard, they had a bearing sports specialist that they specialize and I remember 
in my mind there on their billboard is the this mountain. So they specialize in 
mountain climbing and rock climbing equipment. So I went there yesterday and I 
asked “where is the mountain climbing department?” How many of you all need to 
go for the mountain climbing department? 
 
And I asked, “Where is the mountain climbing department?” And I went there and 
there was gentleman there and he was in the department and he asked “Can I help 
you?” And I asked, “Are you an expert on mountain climbing? He said, “No, I am not 
an expert but I might be able to help you”. I said, “Go get me the expert” 
 
See when you have to deal with the real mountain you do not need someone who 
just left. You know ladies we are coming over just feel the needs. 
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 See if you got to really deal with a mountain you need an expert in how to climb the 
mountain. I said, “Go get me the expert in mountain climbing”. So I had to wait on 
the expert to finish and I sat there patiently just waiting. So finally the expert came 
and he was a short fellow with a long ponytail but he looked like he could climb 
some mountains. 
 
And I told him absolutely, “I am a Pastor of a church and I am getting ready to 
teach a series on how to climb a mountain. I need you to tell me every essential 
piece of gear that I would need to successfully climb a mountain and I want you to 
explain to me how it works and I going to buy all of these gears from you but I want 
to know what I need and I want to know how it works and then I want a book on the 
subject on mountain climbing. I want to become a mountain climbing at least semi-
expert at least in theory so I could translate this to the people”. And he began to 
just go through and explain the varying pieces of equipment. I began to see the 
correlation and I began to see what God wanted me to teach the people and I began 
to understand the equipment that we will need to successfully climb and conquer 
the mountains of life that we are faced with because I read the book. 
 
The book basically said there are three essential pieces of equipment that you need, 
everything else is secondary. But there are three essential pieces of equipment that 
you will need to successfully climb a mountain. And the first equipment that the 
book named is the type of equipment that I am going to talk about today. The 
subject of today’s message is entitled These Shoes Aren’t Made For Walking. 
 
And if you notice today, for those of you listening over the internet or through CDs, 
you would not be able to see this but the shoes that I have on today, they are not 
typical dress shoes for the pulpit. They are blue with yellow laces. They are 
mountain climbing shoes and the first piece of equipment that the expert said that 
you needed is you needed the proper shoes. And when I look up shoes in the bible, 
there is a rule in the bible simply called the “The law of first mention”.  
 
And whenever God mentions something the first time in the bible it is always an 
extremely significant point and occurrence of the thin. And the first mention of 
shoes occurs in the book of Exodus Chapter 3. You do not have to turn there because 
you have heard the story and this scenario numerous times. And this is Exodus 
Chapter 3 beginning with the first Verse, “Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro, his 
father-in-law the priest of Midian, and he let the flocks to the back side of a desert 
and came to the mountain of God, Horeb, and the angel of the Lord appeared unto 
him in a flame of fire out of the mist of a bush. And he looked and behold, the bush 
burned with fire and the bush was not consumed.  
 
And Moses said I will now turn aside and see this great site why the bush is not 
burned. And when the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called unto 
him out of the mist of the bush and said ‘Moses, Moses’ and he said ‘Here am I’”. 



 - 4 -

 
How many of you have heard God called you out of a mist and you have heard God 
calling your name and you knew God wanted something with you. Turn to the 
person next to you and tell him God wants something with you. 
 
He is not just calling your name for nothing. You have heard the voice of a Holy 
Spirit calling you and you know that God wants something with you but many of us 
are scared to answer the call of God because we know God wants something from us 
and God wants to do something with us, but it is like sometimes when my children 
will hear the voice of me or they will hear the voice of their mother. You can tell 
when your parent wants some from you. And my children can tell about the voice of 
a parent when the parent wants something and they know me. 
 
And that is my son that is making all the noise in there. He heard his daddy. And 
sometimes when the child hears the voice of the parent, they know when their 
parent wants them to do something and oftentimes when the child hears the parent 
and they know the parent wants them they do not answer. And I hear a parent, 
“boy don’t you hear me?” 
 
Yes they hear you. They do not want to answer. So here Moses heard the voice of 
God calling him and he said “Hear am I” and He said “Draw not thy heaver”. Put off 
thy shoes from off thy feet for the place where on thy standing is holy ground”. 
Moreover he said, “I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac 
and the God of Jacob.”  
 
And Moses hid his face for he was afraid to look upon God and God said “I have 
surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and I have heard their 
cry by reason of their taskmasters, for I know their sorrows, and I have come down 
to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that 
land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey, unto 
the place of Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites and the Perizzite and 
the Hevites and the Jebusites. Now therefore, behold, the cry the children of Israel 
have come unto me and I have also seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians 
oppressed them. Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou 
mayest bring forth thy people, the children of Israel out of Egypt.” 
 
See this is what God wanted with Moses and yet when God heard Moses and saw 
Moses and spoke Moses his name and Moses says “Here I am”. God first told Moses 
a situation and oftentimes, people we hear situations. My father always had a 
statement that he would always tell his employee. He said, “Look, do not bring me a 
problem, bring me a solution”. See oftentimes we talk about situations. When you 
get in the presence of God, God will start talking about solution but often the 
problem with the solution is that you are smack in the middle of the solution. 
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God told Moses, “Look I have seen he affliction of the people. I know what they have 
been going through. I know what they have endured these 400 years. I have seen 
the affliction of my people but I am going to send you to deliver them”. Now this is 
the issue and this is the problem. And God told Moses, “Look, take off your existing 
shoes before you even come into my presence because I getting ready to send you off 
a mountain”. 
 
And God even told Moses, and going on that 11 Chap Versus and Moses said unto 
God, “Who am I that I should go into Pharaoh and that I should bring forth the 
children of Israel out of Egypt”. “Basically Moses look, who in the world am I to 
tackle this mountain. I used to living in the valley. Who am I to do all of these? I 
don’t have this key top will.  I am a steward. I got all these defects, all these 
problems. I am a murderer. Who am I to go and who am I to go before pharaoh? 
Who am I to deliver the people?” God had to tell Moses take off your shoes because 
shoes they indicate something about you. You see even when I was backed in the 
dressing room and Jeroh he is the media director for upscale magazine. He goes and 
talks to big executives everywhere and he was looking at my shoes that I had on 
and I told him these are special shoes for my sermon but normally I wear a different 
type of shoe. You can often tell the kind of man you got by the shoes he wears. 
 
And you it does make a difference. That it tells something about the man just by the 
shoes that he wears. I told him “Look I wear normally rockports and that is all that 
I wear either rockport dress shoes or rockport casual shoes and I have New Balance 
tennis shoes. That is the only kind of shoes I buy in and actually that is all that you 
will ever see me in a rockport”. He said “But rockports they are not at all for 
sophisticated, all for stylish shoes.” I said “I knew that, I can see. I have known that 
I am not stylish. No I do have some stylish shoes. I have got some in all kinds of 
colors and that if I really want to be sharp and impress people, I put on new shoes 
but the problem with those shoes is that they are not comfortable.” 
 
See the rock and it is the way to pass the ease, I would rather be comfortable than 
conforming. 
 
See I would rather make sure my shoes in my feet feels good than worry about how 
somebody looks but he said “Look if you got to go and you got to impress someone 
and you have to go make a sale you need to have and use some Ferrogamo. Well I 
said “I do not have any Ferrogamo but if I did have to go and impress someone, I 
would have to let Siste to get me some Ferrogamo and I can sit out in the lobby and 
take off my rockport and put on my Ferrogamo and make my sale and then put my 
rockport to only  get back the way I am going. 
 
So shoes will tell you a lot. This is a pair of my rockport. I got to go to a photo shoot 
when I leave. I will have to squeeze into my rockport but actually I got so many 
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rockports. Some of you may have seen me in a rockport in the past, I have only one 
pair shoe. I got a whole lot of these. I have so many rockports. 
 
When I go by my shoes, I literally buy them by the dozen and I will go and buy my 
shoes, I get a dozen of pair of shoes. I got so many that are just a like. I have 
numbers on the bottom of my shoes. I really do. 
 
And this is the way I keep up. This is 26AO, this is 26 or this is pair number 26 left 
and right. So if I got in shoes line rock, I look at the bottom and there is a number 
at the shoes. I got a rare of a system. 
 
But shoes, I am more of a utilitarian person than I am a person of style. So you will 
understand a lot about a man just by the shoes that he wears. And when God wants 
to move you into a different position, he will often change your shoe. He will change 
how you walk. He will make you slip on something different and I learn something 
when I went in and I began to study the mountain climbing shoes. 
 
Now there is a whole in this 12 Verse, he says again “Certainly I will be with thee 
and this shall be a token unto thee that I have sent thee when thou has brought 
forth the people out of Egypt, yeh shall serve God upon this mountain.” God says, 
“When you deliver the people you would not come back to this mountain”. So the 
shoes were all tied into the mountain. 
 
But I just want to tell you a little bit about mountain climbing shoes and you will 
understand what God wants you to see about mountain climbing. I knew nothing 
about mountain climbing shoes before yesterday but when I went there, I began to 
see what God meant by the tools of being able to climb a mountain. And one of the 
keys is this example, when I went to get the equipment to climb a mountain. When 
I got to the shoes the expert he says “Look, you need to have a shoe. The smaller 
than what you normally wear.” He said, “You need to have anywhere from size of 2. 
I said, “Size of 2?” He said, “Yeah”. I said, “Why?” He said, “Because mountain 
climbing shoe, you cannot afford to have slit room in a shoe”. He said, “You are 
standing in 500 feet on a ledge. You got to put your foot in a crack to move. You 
cannot afford to have your foot slipping around in your shoe. So the shoe has to be 
real tight”. People, there are some mountains that you have to climb. You cannot 
afford to be sloppy and slippy. You got to have some things tight on you.  
 
And let me tell you that when I got to the shoe and the man put the shoe on. I took 
actually a portable recorder with me so I could record everything that the expert 
says. So I could go back and listen to it and make sure that I had all of the facts 
right. Well, I had the recorder only when I tried the shoe on and if listen to the 
recording yesterday I had to just laugh myself as I listen myself trying on those 
shoes. 
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When God has something for you to do it often did not fit comfortable. It is strange. 
It is tight. It stretches. It makes you hurt your foot. Pete could you put up that. This 
is the actual recording of me yesterday trying on this mountain. Turn up so they 
can hear it real good. This is the actual recording of the past. You are delaying too 
hard. 
 
But this is the actual recording of the Pastor trying on yesterday those mountain 
climbing shoes. Go ahead please. 
 
Do you have a 13? 
 
We got no sizes on, that is 12-1/2. 
 
Do you have to go size under? 
 
For those to work, yeah. When you put your feet on those, you do not want any 
movement in stepping you ankles. So this is going to be a little tighter. It is to hold 
you back over here. So really fit that they got to be snug. 
 
So it got to be snug. Pull them up with back on your heel until stretched.. 
 
Yeah you got it. Pull and stretch thing there. Pull and stretch. No more socks. 
 
Oh you do not.  
 
Right. 
 
Say you take off the socks. Oh man these things are bending my toes. 
 
I understand that is not too hard. 
 
They are bending up. 
 
That is what you want 
 
Oh my goodness. 
 
So in the beginning, there is a hair at the toe. 
 
I cannot understand the principle. These are bending my toes back. I got to have a 

little bit bigger than this. 
 
That is what is supposed to be. 
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Oh I cannot walk in these. 
 
Get the sock off and try. 
 
Oh my goodness. 
 
You are not supposed to hold on. That is the largest that we have. 
 
That is the largest you have? 
 
Try it out for a second, for a second. I am going to call this. 
 
Oh my goodness. 
 
That is why it just flies out. 
 
Oh… 
 
(End of recording) 
 
Let me tell you what the man was saying as I was putting on the shoes and I said 
“Man they were literally bending my toes up” and he said “That is the way they are 
suppose to fit”. I said, “But you do not understand, they are bending my toes”. He 
said, “That is what you want. That is the way they are supposed to fit”. I said, “Men, 
I cannot walk in these things”. Did you hear what he told me, he said. “They are not 
made for walking”. I said, “Wow”. And I began to see what some of the things that 
God has to reveal to you, see look some of you want to go through life and you want 
to tackle some mountain and you want to walk through it. 
 
God said, “Look, there is stock of baggage for you to do. The challenge is that you 
cannot do this thing comfortably. It is not made for walking. You do not have to 
climb. You do not have to struggle. You do not have to strain. Some of the things 
that you want to accomplish, some of the things that he had set up for you to do is 
not meant for walking”. That is why the title of this message These ShoesAren’t 
Made for Walking”. They are going to cash you down so call these boots are made 
for walking but these shoes are not made for walking. They are made for climbing. 
 
Walking is an easy thing that is why even with the exercises, walking is the most 
gentle of all of the exercises. But there are some things that God has for you to do 
and it is not gentle. It is not comfortable. It is in the mid of a storm. It is a strain. It 
is a struggle. 
 
When God called Moses up to the mountain and made him take off his shoes. He 
said, “Look I got to give you some more shoes and these things are not going to be 
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comfortable. What you had to get to do is not going to be easy”. And climbing the 
mountain people is not an easy thing but that is why there are so few people on the 
mountain. If you go to the valley, it is crowded. The higher up you go in the 
mountain, the less and less there is, the less people you will find, the less animals 
you will find but when you get to the mountain, you can see a great distance but it 
is hard to get. 
 
Do you noticed that Jesus taught most of his sermons on mountains and I wondered 
Lord why did teach so many of your messages on mountains? Why did you make the 
people struggle up a mountain? Why did you just teach them comfortably down in 
the valley? Why you make them put on mountain climbing? When God has given 
some, you owe some things, you are whole lot just like I did “Oh it hurt”  
 
“Lord why these, this is bending me oh look. This is a strain. This is painful. Lord 
this is not comfortable.” But there are so many mountains in life that you will have 
to conquer. God will put you in a business. God will put in a job. God will be put in a 
marriage. God will give you children. God will put you in a church and these things 
will not be comfortable when he really plans to expand you and to take you higher 
and you do not understand it. You go to the pain and yet you complain about the 
tightness of the fit because it hurts and is not comfortable. People, these are not my 
rockports. These are designed to climb. 
 
Turn to the person next to you and tell him “design to climb”. See some people are 
designed to climb and some just want to lay in the valley comfortable. No pain, no 
strain but God wants to take his people to the mountain top. Have you ever been 
mountain climbing? It is not easy going up and hardly anything that I really know 
this really worth while. It is really easy. You have to come out of your comfort zone 
and you have to get in some gear that is designed to keep you comfortable. 
 
Now it seems to be uncomfortable but it provides such a high elemental safety. 
These shoes do really three things, first there is no room for your feet to slip and 
slide on the inside. They hold you tight. I had to take my socks off. I have no socks 
on under here because I could not get these shoes on with socks on. I mean they are 
hurting now but they really hurt with those socks on. 
 
So the first thing that I had to do to prepare for mountain climbing, I had to get rid 
of some stuff. I had to get rid of some stuff that I have been next to me for a long 
time. Some of you will have some stuff. It is been next to you. It is been in you for a 
long time and God said before you will ever rise to where I want you to go, you will 
have to get rid of some stuff and there will be some things that has been under your 
skin and on your skin for a long time, you will have to divest yourself of it before I 
will ever be able to take you to the elevation where I have for you to go. I had to 
take my socks off just like Moses had to take his shoes off. I had to take my socks 
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off. I could not wear these shoes at all with socks on because I need it not to be able 
to slip and slide inside these shoes. 
 
Second thing is that when you have real tight shoes on for climbing the mountain, 
you can feel the things around you. He says, “The tightness of the shoe where you 
got to hand up on one piece of rock in your left hand on one piece of rock and right 
hand on the other piece of rock. You can be looking down to see where your feet on. 
You have to be able to feel. If your shoes are loose, you cannot feel very good but 
when your shoes are tight and when they are stretch on, it is almost like a second 
skin. See when you are going up a mountain, you have to be sensitive to the things 
around you. My father always says, “Leaders are sensitive to details”. You have to 
be sensitive to the thing around you. When you wear life too comfortable, you are 
become insensitive. If want to make somebody insensitive, give him a whole life. 
Just give him a whole life. They become insensitive to the plight of those around 
them. So when you tight, you become sensitive you do not feel tight. It changes your 
sensitivity. 
 
The other thing these shoes did is that that the bottom they are highly frictional. It 
is like almost sandpaper. You do not slip on these things. Basically it gives you a 
solid grip. If you are going up a mountain, you need a good grip on reality to keep 
you from falling. And there are some things that I am going to tell you about going 
up a mountain is going to amaze you that I saw just in the equipment that we will 
need to successfully climb and to conquer the mountain. 
 
If you would like to hear this message again or to hear the entire series of Tools For 
Climbing the Mountain, simply go to AirJesus.com. This is message number 5317. 
You can email to it to a friend absolutely free at AirJesus.com message 5317. We 
thank you for joining us to day of Brothers of the Word, because, Brother You need 
the Word. 
 
Amen, amen. People, are you all ready to go up the mountain? Do you have 
something to do that takes great faith, great effort but yet will take you to great 
heights? If you do then you need to be present for the rest of these series as God 
reveals and offers to you the tools for climbing the mountains of life. 
 
The largest shoes that they had in the store, so the mission and the destiny that we 
have the world came whole. 
 


